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ideological adversaries such as Shias and
sunnis, of all their Islamic and human
rights. The peoples of these countnes
huve futled, even afier wrgantie cfforts
and colossal sacrifices. o topple these
despotic regimes.

here 15 no doubt that the pohtical and
soctal systems i ovogue e the Mushm
world wre foreign-imposed and serve the

interests of our  enemiges. The

ceographical boundarics and divisions of

people are unnatural, leading
permanent border disputes such as the
Kashmins and the Pakhwons divided into
two parts. the Bulochs mto three and the
Kurds imto tour. I these  unnatural
divisions are undone and the despote
rewimes are tappled. cven 1f 1t happens
through the machinations ot aguression
forees. | believe 1t would be in the
imterest of the Mushms 1o the long run.
despite the fact that the occupation forees
mivht  benefic from  these  changes
politically or ccononueally i the short
run

The duvs of occups inge other countries for
long periods are over and no one can
keep any country under occupution by the
dint of sheer force for o fong nme 1
believe that the status quo n the Muslom
world 15 m the anterest ot the neo-
imperialists and change i this
sitoation would be detrmmental 1o their
interests and beneticial tor the Muaslims
As the Mushm parties are the only
orcantsed forces i the Muoshm world,
they can Jdermve masimum henefit from

RN

amy chanye

aunchimg plattorm for strugele

In the Mushm countries, there are tao
mshtutions where one cun launch
collective political programmers in order
to change the existing syvstem: the armn
Ihere are
neither g factones nar stronyg unions (w
start fronm Mosgues can be utihised for
ideological purposes alone because they
under vigll ol the
governments. For g ovariety of reasons.
mosgues cannot pliy o prancerimg 1ole n

and the educationat institutions

are cunstant

the Islumite movement but they can be of

immense importance i the second stage
of the struggle. Under the prevabing

the educationy]
institutions are the hottest battleficlds and
most impertant strongholds tor bringing a
real revolution 1 the Muslim world. The
rulers ot the Mushm world are not that
much suspicious and feartul of the armn
or mosques as they are seared of these
cducational  imstitutions |
whatever parts can get the support of the
students und the vouth, s suceess

ircumstances.

hehove

future  will be  puaranteed.  In some
countites. the rallies and demonstrations
organised by the students huve clewly
shown their inercasing role and capatnlits
to change the course of cuvents.

The Mushm world is passing through
such @ miserable phase of its Iite that the
majarity of  the mtellisentsi, whether
they are in the army or n the civil
mstiutions or - they Just lvmen.
abhors and desprses thewr ralers. Thes
dosprse the prevanding revimes, hate the
sulfocating wtmosphere o dictatorship,
corruption.  and and
prepared o cet okd ot the hunuliannyg
poverts  and

dre

cluss-system are

sibingation e forewen
Thes want chanee and sec no
alternative but the Tslumie svstem and
hence are natural fullowers of the Islanue
movement. The  Islanue partics must
seize this opportuniy with both hands
and focus ther attenuon on the army and
cducational  instututions Amy o such
activity o the army must be conducted
by vens and

poweTs

mretlizent serupulous

members of the party with a history of

honesty  und  complete trustwarthiness.
Undoubtedy, bringing o change through

the armn 1s very cass, but o must be

borne o mmd that the track record of

army ofticers working o collaboration
with the  Islanie movements s
Jubrous and many guestions. b
mzht be due to the fuct that the ofticers
are tramed an o way that they are alwavs
very ehedient o thar supenors but guite
harsh  wnd brutal - with thew
subordimates. This kind of tramimg makes
e prone to complete subsery wenee wind

sers

rarses

UV O

submission 1o by powers unee they come
W power but turns them arregam and
despote o deadimg with their own
nanans,

As fur as auhitary coups e converned.
the foilowing pomes must be pondered
thorodghis:
I Coups
countrics

can be
with a

successful onlv in
lmnted arms . Thos
medns that harrmge o few countres, coups
are possible
the Mushinyworld

2 For a coup to be suceessiul there 15 no
need for participatton ot the s buss or
for a Targe-scale parnapation. To the
CONTIaEy.
leud 1o feakage ot the seeret betore achion
and thus doom the attemipt weth fnlure. A
lew rennments ol the armoured division

large-scale participution can

and comimandos with active support of

some people from the airforee who cun
Block the participation of the wirforee
the defense ot the regime through placig

a few tanks on the runwavs wall be

n most of the countries of

cnough for the success of the coup. With
the help of some snipers to elinunae
some important high-ranking officers. the
suceess of the coup can be certan,

I A close loek at the successiul coups in
the Mushm world and parveularly the
coups (n Atchanistany by Daud and the
communists i Aprib 1978 Clearly shows
that they are not the job of vencrals and
they vun be Taunched successfully only
by the lTower-rank officers stationed in
ke areas and repimens,

Peculrrites ot Atehan pthad

After Afehan phad, numerens phads
maevements came to the Mt ol
them  without  benefiting from  the
cxperences of the Afuhan Muabideen,
fut none ot them has so fur been able w
achieve from s armed struvele what the
Alghan Mujahideen the

fore.

achicved In
fellowing. | brieflv mention some of the
disunct teatures of the Afchan phad
wlhich  could  be responsible for s
speclacular triumph:

boAtvhan hhad was started by g parts
thut had acguired. prior 1o phaa. the
statug of o disorplined  and strong
organisation with deep roots wmony the
vouth and g sweeping victory an the
clections of the umiversity union: It held
the biggest damonstrauons in the history
of the country.

2t had a very organised circle withm the
armed torees with countless arm officers
as its party memberss 1 ed o woppie the
regrme through mubitary coups many
tumes but taled for a varets of reasons
SMushm the
comiributed  tremendoushy
dunng phad and were responsible tor

I'hese officers HASENI

however.

some ol the Taree-scale defections 10
Mujahideen

I After ot the communist
regime, the party got tremendous popular
support. tound o hase camp as o ot our
rerehhors cave 1t sanctuary m therr soid

the advent

and the Afchan cause oot mtermational
support aind recogmition

I Atvhamstan, the [slanie
wihich

ML CIment
started mtially e the unnersiiy
wis supported  (rom the mosque and
cventualiv by some elements in the army
Tran also had a simlar seenaco. But hoth
these expenences show  th the
prevarlmy rule collupses and people come
w  the tore the
autenaticd!s all o the hands of the
clertes s they are regarded  miasses’
leaders through the Nooother
position e challenye ther
1Contmue)

anee
reigns ol powr
MOsgLic.
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An American Endgame-(I)

The post-colonial Muslim world is ripe
for the Islamic movement to take over.
The next important step is to bring this
change aboutBy Gulbaddin Hekmatyar
The activisis of the [slamic movement
who are striving for bringing-in political
and social changes in different carners of
the world should ponder ancw over the
following points:

! Can their way of struggle bring
political and social revolution in the
society?

2 s their way of struggle consistent with
the method of the Prophet (peace be upon
him)?

3 Do they see in their countries and in the
international arena the possibility of a
real Islamic revolution? And can the
islamic movement deliver on this matter
in the prevailing circumstances? How can
the internali obstacles and external
challenges be successfully tackied?

4 The Muslims have been living a hfe of
servitude and misery for several
centurics, deprived of freedom and
political and financial independence.
Living under constant tyranny of
imposed rulers who lick the boots of their
masters but crush their own peoples
mercilessly and in  unprecedented
suffocated atmosphere, their sense of
freedom and self-respect has dramatically
suffered. Can one expect these oppressed
nations to get ready for great sacrifices.
and take to the path of revolution and rise
against the enemies?

The colonial legacy in the Muslim werld
In the past, the colonialists were ruling
the Islamic world using direct force but
once they were forced to withdraw their
troops from the Muslim lands, they made
sure to leave behind such puppet regimes
which would safeguard their interests. To
achieve this:

1 They constituted the armed forces of
these countries on a pattern which
perpetuated the imposed regimes, acting
as their eternal defender and fighting
against any national uprising.

2 The ecducational system and the
curriculum were designed in a way to
guarantee brainwashing of the youth and
eradicate any sense of independence and
self-respect from their minds instead of
infusing in them a sense of servitude
which would make them proud of
mimicking their foreign masters.

3 The geographical maps of these
countries werce altered in a way to ensure
permancnt  border  disputes  among
neighbours and divide freedom loving
nations — such as Kurds and Pakhtoons
who had proven their mettle in battles
against the colonialist powers for sevesal
countries — depriving them of their
rights of governance.

4 Such minoritics were installed in the
government that could cling to power
only with the support of their foreign
benefactors.

Can the Islamic movement awake the
Muslims to the pressing need of
redrawing these maps changed arbitrarily
by the colonialist powers at a time when
the Western propaganda machines arc
consistently drumming up national
hysteria and blowing lingual, regional
and national differences out of
proportion, pitting cven people of one
valley against those of the next, so that
no one can question the so-called sanctity
of these celonial lines and think in terms
of the grand Muslim nation and Ummah?
Causes for the setbacks to the Islamic
Movement

Why the Islamic movement has failed so
far to bring a complete revolution after
some initial successes? Why haven’t the
Mujahidecn been able to establish
Islamic governments after driving enemy
forces from their respective countries?
Whe is responsible for this debacle? The
Islamic movement, the Muslim nations or
is it the strength of the enemy that checks
the progress towards the destiny? How
can we stop this bitter experience from
recurrerice? To answer these basic
questions, we can consider the struggle
methad of any Islamic movement in the
light of the tradition of thc Prophet
{peace be upon him) to see if the
following four stages arc found in its
readmap to achieve its goals:

1 A stage of struggle similar to that of the
Makka stage in the Prophet's life in
which the movement faces persccution.
suppression, boycott, ban and exilc at the
hands of the ruling forces, refusing any
kind of compromise. The movemeni shall
continue its struggle, whether it operates
overtly or covertly provided it maintains
its basic peculiaritics, for a total rebellion
against the ideological, social and
political institutions of the cxisting
system, never trying to co-exist with the

tyrants in a bid to get a license for limited
movement and activity within  the
prescribed parameters so that the rulers
are not irritated.

2 A struggle that refuses, emulating the
model of the Prophet. to compromise on
its principles is bound to go through the
Hijra (migration) phase, a natural stage
on the path of a real [slamic struggle.
This stage can be skipped only through
deviation and deception and not as a
result of extra care or wisdam.

3 The third stage of the struggle is that of
armed resistance which starts the moment
a base camp is found. The Prophet {peace
be upon him) started armed jibad when
he found a small village iike Madina as
his base camp that consisted, at the
outset, of smail guerilla expeditions and
aimed at dcestabilising the encmy
authority, disrupting its peace and
security which could help in perpetuating
its rule. Open clashes came later. Guerilla
warfare, in fact, destablises the status quo
and loosens the rulers’ grip on the society
giving the oppressed and fear-stricken
masscs a chance to stand up against the
oppression and thus preparing the ground
for a national uprising. Similarly, as a
result of guerilla wars, the regime fails in
providing the required sccurity for
cconomic and business activities which
arc essential for its continuity. No regime
can bear the brunt of gucrilla wars with
their devastating impact for a long time,
so one can safely assumec that after
military coups guerilla war is the easicst
way of toppling regimes. A close jook at
the military strategy of the Prophet
(peace be upon him) shows that he
startgd with such guerilia tactics followed
by small-scale battles against the regional
forces and gradually threw challenge to
the international forces.

4 Somc tasks, like economic reforms,
have to be put on the back-burmner till the
final victory or conquest of the centre, as
the Prophet (peace be upon him) attended

to  these problems only  after
establishment of the Islamic rule in
Madina.

Collapse of the remnants of colenialism

Most of the ruling regimes in the Muslim
world, whether dynasties or sectarian or
racial, are remnants of the colonialist
powers and imposed by them, In many
cases, the ruling groups have deprived
their oppanents, particularty if they are

#



