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thought, gquick-fit measures just to look
better,
*Moderation in [slam’ has been used to
cmbarrass certain groups of belicvers in
Islam. Qur'anic verses sometimes lend
themselves to a range of interprerations,
perhaps to enhance their applicability. It
is not merely a book of instruction; in
itself it provides a scricus instrument tQ
test sincerity and faith. The permissible
interpretations are those that do not clash
with the overall intent of the Qur’an.
Similarly, the life of the Prophet {SAWS)
chcompasses numerous  phases  and
cxperiences. It is clearly against the
principles of decency that vou look for
the interpretations or examples in
Prophet’s (SAWS) life to suit your
alrcady taken decisions or sct policics,
which vou group under a*tile, eg.,
moderation.
In the more recent context Sccularism as
a way of life emerged as a sharply
significant concept. The term was first
used in the UK by Holyouke (1817-
1906), who defined it in his publication,
*English Secularism’ (1896): “Secularism
1s 4 code of duty pertaining to this hife.
founded on considerations purely human,
and intended mainly for those who find
theology  indefinite or  nadequate.
unrchiable or unbelievable. Its essential
principles are three: (1) The improvement
of this hife by material means. (2) That
science 1s the available Providence of
man. (3) That 11 is good 1o do good.
Whether there be other good or net, the
good of the present life is wood, and it is
good 10 seck that good.™ The Universe n
his view could best be understood by
pure reasoning without reference to God
This notwon formed the busis n the
Western polities of Medern Humanism,
which was defined by one of its leading
preponents, Lamont (1902-1993) as "a
naturalistic philosophy that rejects all
supernaturalism (of course, including the
concept of God) and relics primarily
upon reason and science, democracy and
human compassion.” While rehyion here
15 a potential candidate as a source of
law, for Humanisis, God-given laws
cannat assume autematic acceptance until
they stand the challenge of reason, as
judged by people.

¢ do not wim to argue here on the
leoitimacy of these views. The subject of
this discussion is, however, our quota of
half-buked  secularists  lurking  round.
When  told  off,  they rebuke  their
opponents by blaming them as sclf-
appointed  defenders of Islam, to the

It is clear
undoubtedly

exclusion of the secularists,
from above that it s

impossible  for somcbody to  claim
simultancous  adherence  to both
Sceularism and Islam. To pretend faith in

both is symptomatic of ignorance,
stubbornness  or, morc  scriously,
hypocrisy.

Let us discuss "Modernity” which is as

vet an unsettled concept. [t also evolved
in the European context, describing the
era of recent developments in rhought,
technology, polity and society. This was
designed 1o highlight contrasts of their
modern nme  with their Dark  Middle
Ages, and Ancient epoch. In our view it
is reasonable to argue that the concept is
inadequate in expressing or measuring
the degree of development. It describes
no more than just a phase of civility in
the Western context. [t will be a sheer
mistake to artificially nduce "Modcrnity’
on an entircly different commodity, the
untversal religion of Islam, which wnsists
on modemnising the followers, with its
own  basic  parameters  remaming
immutable. In fact, these attributes in a
systiem define a perfect mstrument to
bring about a chanye.

N doubt, muodernity in the
context has  brought to the
improved health. wealth and
technological  advancements,  which
intrinsically are not paradoxical to Islam.
But, 1t also imtroduced the lethal

Western
socIctics

weaponry, selfish hedonistic tendencies
and pollution in the world, which [slam
wants to protect us from. We also argue
here that Modernity is inherently divisive
in the universal and local context by

cxcluding the less well off  to benefit
from the world resources.
The purification of [slamic  society

primarily relies on the segregation of all
thoughts into good or evil and their clear-
cut demarcation. To call u spude a spade
in Islam is taken as a minimum
acceptable degree of faith. [ recently met
a Hindu colleague who. out of courtesy,
wanted to cohort all the religions as true
The difficulty is that [slam does not allow
this kind of “eivility’; m fact 1t takes a
step further in branding these sweeping.
though politically correct, statements as
acts of hypocrisy. We invite people to
speak up at cvery level to defend our
values. along  with the phenemenal
charity work thev are doing.

We cun see the poor homework done by
our lcaders before vielding te foreign
concepts. We invite them to express
regret before Allah, like rest of the
naticn, for their serious and arrogant
deviations; if not, 1t 1s only descent for
the crown thinkers in that lot to come
forward and argue with us on the
Tegitimacy of the unilateral policies and
steps they have devised and applied on
our behalf.

#* kR

rﬂ‘.““““‘.““““’.‘.0.’.“’.“0.0.’.“

Slgu > who 9t L Ly J(u’)!j)/uﬁ)

e Precil =

peeTyFa Y SR Tl I S 2R 2l gl 2L dF 20 20 Jdh J

0946-720031:_

25k 239,600
2l Tc‘..u}"x’c[_‘ﬁ{ur(bb:f?uf uey ﬂ(ﬁ'»l.b"{:
Jui e 3 b © che i e

g;,:}bi b ;Jz'/’-.z._,(ut‘fgu%pf_w 'l'f—uf/___éf bi/"’i‘fgvﬂj_lq;u!@
P A GG st F U et 6
o oale oo yils g o3u<Ly S elim y 3V SolBlSo,

90 oasigp K S S Sl S5 L5

.:.clw(,fﬁr"}é_[.u.tflﬂf(i/

IS R A RO T YJ1 L] L WOwpia ¥

+0946-835295: )+ 0946-725056: 1 f

-.0.’-.0000‘.0.0.‘.‘.0.0”.-.0.-00.-

Lt o Rl e A SR gl J2 2R J X R gl gl s it b I J 0 20 oo oh o

@

[ Awsz—ysa )

gﬁmm’,_.‘am

L



Vol: 15

Regd. No. LRL -50

No. 1 |

Weekly

Lahore

Nifidlz =18

izt

T e i i T

.

View Point

Dr Muhammad Raza
{email: mraza7?@hotmail.com.)

I[slam: Enlightened or Enlightening

People in their right mind can see the
purpose behind the recent chastisement
from Allah. We believe it is due to a
series of serious transgressions, of which
there is a long list. The nation is feeling
the responsibility. But where are those of
us, who identify themselves as agents for
*Enlightened Moderate Islam’ and the
Secularists, the Liberals and the
Modemists, who we believe have time
after time crossed the limits by forcing
their aggressive atheistic agenda through?
It has become incumbent upon us more
than ever after this punishment to speak
up what we promised in return for
Pakistah to say in defence of Islam. The
objective of the present work is to show
how the blending of the new coinage of
these terms with Islam is fake and
deceitful.

To say that if you are not an ‘Enlightened
Moderate’ Muslim, then you must be a
fanatic or a terrorist 1S a non-starter.
These are all loaded terms and the charge
echoes the perverse call by our friend
George Bush some years ago that ‘if you
are not with us, you are against us’.
Religion has consistently challenged
atheistic influences on human thought
over time. To set the scene, we present
here an extract from General Musharaf’s
thoughts  publicised on  numerous
occasions {e.g., ‘Enlightened
Moderation® 23 March 05): If this
be our direction it cannot be achieved
from a confrontationists approach. We
have to adopt the path of moderation and
a conciliatory approach to wash off the
commeon belief that Islam is a religion of
militancy and is also in conflict with
modernization, democracy and
secularism---------- He proposes a two-
pronged agenda: one big prong- is
assigned as responsibility of the West; he
has already made us do serious distance
on the second prong, regardless of yet
unmeasured but palpable public opinion
against it. He now means to extend the
strategy to the QIC.

This is not the first ever example of
naivety on the part of a national leader in
recent times. The Americans pampered
Mikhail Gorbachev of the ‘Second
World” with the title of the “Thinker of
the Century’ for his Glasnost, meaning
‘open  and honest policies’ and

Perestroika, meaning ‘restructuring’, for
the late Soviet Union (Perestroika, by M
Gorbachev, Colling, London [987).

The term, ‘Enlightenment’ was originally
employed to define an era (largely the
17th & 18th Centuries) in the European
history characterised by the emphasis on
experience and reason, and the mistrust
of religion. Its main proponents were,
among others, Bacon (1561-1626) in
England, Hume (1711-76) in Scotland,
Diderot {1713-84) in France, and Kant
{1724-1804) in Germany. It propelled the
gradual emergence of ideals of liberal,
secular and democratic Western societies,
and essentially relegated the role of
religion therein.

We will hardly be surprised to know
from where General Musharaf has got his
idea of enlightenment. In the present day
the Constitution of the United States
represents the nearest personification of
‘Enlightenment’, although local
fundamentalist religious lobbies hugely
influence dorestic and international
agendas. Thus, they have in stock a
special  brand of  ‘Enlightenment’
sprinkled with Neo-Con Chnistianity for
export to the Third World during visits
by Rice and Co.

Some people might argue that the linkage
of ‘Enlightenment’ with Islam in fact
does not mean 1o be a tight ong; there is
some flexibility in their co-existence as in
*Enlightened Moderation in Islam’. But
then, what do these terms mean: do they
mean that you are hereby relaxing some
of the restrictions by Islam on its
followers; or, do you wish to add some
new practices in Islam aligning with the
Western traditions; or, are you cxpunging

some items of instructions from the
Book?
General Musharafs mission

encompasses delivery on human resource
development, poverty alleviation,
education and social justice. He considers
that we have an overdose of extremism,
fanaticism, terrorism, militancy  and
obscurantism, which are stumbling
blocks in our way to progress. He himself
though does not feel shy in the usc of
militant means in eradicating the
elements who square with his definitions
of these vices. We wish to ask where the
objectives of the proposed changes for

progress clash with Islam. Nor are the
vices of extremism etc. promoted by this
religion of peace. You can achieve both
the objectives with the normal state of
light in Islam and without needing to
enlighten it further.

However, if you mean to censor the
notion of Jihad because it is now a boo
word, then let us also mention some other
boo words: the Qur’an, the mosque and
Islam. The truth is, come what may, your
side of the religious authorities, along
with your legislative, administrative and
spying establishments, all together,
cannot alter in the fundamentals of [slam
by an iota. It is all in black and white.
Perhaps, they are relying on the
experience from Central Asia and Eastern
Europe, where constant persecution and
propaganda dimmed the role of Islam in
individuals® lives and in the socicty as a
whole. The revival of Islam there i1s on
the horizon indicating the process is not
concluded yet. The spark for [slam in the
populace here has not at all vanished,
based on the evidence that you are still
using Islam to mount on its back your
own agenda such as ‘Enlightened [siam’.
The question is, does Islam needs light
(*Enlightened’) or is its role to radiate
light (Enlightening). It is appropriate for
a government to lead people and form
pelicies for their betterment. This may
mean sometimes to break the shackles of
tradition and convention, but this is really
serious stuff, potentially destabilising, not
te be done without a proper debate. It
was for Muslim scholarship to bring
Islam as light here, but they forgot their
books on the shelves about a thousand
years ago. Both the creative activities and
institutions have been lacking. Recent
voices in  Europe slammed Muslim
societies for not having contributed to
progress in material or in knowledge in
the world for the past several centuries.
Here, we are making a case for
resumption of activity contributed by the
traditional  scholarship, educationists,
scientists, politicians, philosophers ctc, to
the exclusion of none. The self-styled
advocates of ‘Enlightened Islam’ may as
well be crucial to the debate by bringing
their understanding of the contemporary
world. The case, however, is by no means
vali¢ for installing some foolish, ill-
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