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occupation, here we see how many
analysts have confirmed that
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan has
not been the reason for the US over-
throwing the Taliban and occupation of
Afghanistan.

Unlike the stated objective of weapons of
mass destruction in Irag, the Taliban’s
way of governance was not the real
objective behind American invasion, nor
was capturing Osama a top priority as
have been revealed by the CIA
officials.[33] After occupying
Afghanistan on the pretext of capturing
Osama, the logic in favor of not capturing
him has turned to arguing: ““You can
make the argument that we’re better off
with him (at large),” AB Krongard, the
Central Intelligence Agency’s recently
departed  executive director, said.
“Because if something happens to Bin
Laden, you might find a lot of people
vying for his position and demonstrating
how macho they are by unleashing a
stream of terror.”[34)]

Since the objective of controlling
Afghanistan has been achieved, several
US officials have privately admitted that
it may be better to keep Bin Laden
pirned down on the border of
Afghanistan and Pakistan rather than
make him a martyr or put him on trial.
But Krongard is the most senior figure to
acknowledge the official view public that
his capture might prove counter-
productive.

Before rejecting all Taliban offers for
resolving the Osama issues; before
starting  indiscriminate  bombing  of
Afghanistan and before invading and
imposing a puppet regime, the US
officials and analysts didn’t think in these
terms, Michael Swetnam, a
counterterrorism  specialist at  the
Washington-based Potomac Institute for
Policy Studies, expressed his views long
before Krongard in a similar way: "It's a
tremendous debate. If you kill him you
create a martyr, but if you capture him
you have to go through a tribunal or a
trial "[35]

All this goes hand in hand with the
teports that Osama is dead and that Al-
Qaeda does not exist at all. It was a
“blown out of proportions” front to pay
the  way for  occupation  of
Afghanistan.[36]

Many analysts strongly believe that Al-
Qaeda is not an organization and nobody
knew it with this name . Al-Qaeda is a
“fictitious  organization,” like the

fictitious  Al-Zargawee, and  other
“weapons of mass hysteria” to create an
illusion and justification for occupation
of Afghanistan and more crimes against
humanity.{37] _
Rober Sheer of the Los Angeles Times
writes: “Is it conceivable that Al Qaeda,
as defined by President Bush as the
center of a vast and well-organized
international terrorist conspiracy, does
not exist? To even raise the question
amid all the officially inspired hysteria is
heretical, especially in the context of the
U.S. media's supine acceptance of
administration claims relating to national
security.”[38]

Al-Qaeda is now considered as one of the
the biggest lies of the 21st century.[39]
There is no real organization called Al-
Qaeda’ other than the “fake videos” about
it.[40] There is no evidence Osama used
this word. Al-Qaeda does not exist and
never has.[41] In many cases, ClAand
Mossad have been caught posing as Al-
Qaeda. [42] Even BBC reported that
Israel in particular has been “faking Al-
Qaeda presence.”[43] In short, impartial
analysts with no sympathies with the
Taliban or Osama have concluded that
Al-Qaeda “is a manufactured intelligence
front."[44]

Amid the ever mounting evidence that
proves that 9/11 was an inside or Mossad
job, it has become clear that Al-Qaeda
was just an ruse to invade and occupy
Afghanistan. As far the Taliban crimes,
they are still touted just the way the
continued occupation of Iraq is presented
as an operation for freedom and
democracy.  Although  the  basic
Justification was the threat posed by
WMD, but everything has now boiled
down to the establishment of democracy.
Similarly in Afghanistan, all the tall
claims of “smoking out” Osama,
capturing him “dead or alive” and war on
terrorism have reduced only to dislodging
the “Taliban thugs.”

All these fig leave together can not cover
the real American motives for occupation
of Afghanistan. The more the US covers
the actual motives, the more illegitimacy
of its occupation exposes to the world.

P. Stobdan reported back in 1999
“Afghanistan figures importantly in the
context of American energy security
politics. Unocal’s project to build oil and
gas pipelines from Turkmenistan through
Afghanistan for the export of 0il and gas
to the Indian subcontinent, viewed as the
most audacious gambit of the 1990s

Central Asian oil rush had generated
great euphoria. The US government fully
backed the route as a useful option to free
the Central Asian states from Russian
clutches and prevent them getting close
to Iran. The project was also perceived as
the quickest and cheapest way to bring
out Turkmen gas to the fast growing
energy market in South Asia. To help it
canvass for the project, Unocol hired the
prominent former diplomat and secretary
of state, Henry Kissinger, and a former
US ambassador to Pakistan, Robert
Ozakley, as well as an expert on the
Caucasus, John Maresca.”[45]

Irespective  of  the  Islamophobes
extensive anti-Taliban propaganda, the
president of Unocol speculated to the
extent that the cost of the construction
would be reduced by half with the
success of the Taliban movement and
formation of a single government. Worse
still, this corporate endeavor backed
wholeheartedly by the US involved direct
military support of the Taliban: “It was
teported by the media that the US oil
company had even provided covert
material support to help push the militia
northward against Rabbani’s forces.”
However, as Stobdan also notes, the
presence and statements of Osama Bin
Laden caused a rift in the blossoming
US-Taliban relationship, leading the
American  corporation UNOCAL to
indefinitely suspend work on the pipeline
in August 1999. [46]

On the suspension of pinning hopes on
the Taliban and hiding behind the fagade
of humanitarianism, one needs to keep
two things in mind:

a) Russia’s strategic interest in not letting
the indirectly US backed Taliban
government take roots in Afghanistan.
Although the Taliban emerged as totally
independent of the US influence but
Russia’s support to Northern Alliance
continued because it was not only aware
of the US real motives but also in the
later stages, it was convinced of the
Taliban’s relation to the Chechen
movement for independence.[47]

b) The fear of attacks on the US interests
and not humanism that played a
significant role in shaping US policy
towards the Taliban after mid 1999.
troops on his throne.

Notes

{25] CNN, “US in a diplomatic hard
place in dealing with Afghanistan’s
Taliban”, CNN, 8 October 1996.
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Afghanistan: Legitimacy of the US occupation III

The Westem world remained lost
between the fact and fiction about the
Taliban. Strategic interests clearly seem
to have motivated what the Guardian
referred to as “the generally approving
line that US officials take towards the
Taliban.” CNN reported that the *“United
States wants good ties [with the Taliban]
but can’t openly seek them while women
are being repressed” - hence they can be
sought covertly.[25]

This dilemma of wanting to control the
Taliban and not being able to proceed is
consistent with the already mentioned
phenomenon under which Islamophobes
hijacked the corporate world’s obsession
with controlling natural resources around
the world.

The Taliban demonization campaign by
Islamophobes was so strong that few
could stand neutral or objective. Most
observer were lost between the fact and
fiction. It is easy to see from the reports
of the Taliban period as to which report
lies on which side and which one is
affected with this serious dilermma of
presenting facts but also surrendering to
the Islamophobes propaganda.

Reports from the otherwise balanced
sources are also clearly oscillating
between the world of reality and the
world of distorted reality. According to
the Intra Press Service (IPS) reports from
the Taliban’s period, underscoring “the
geopolitical stakes, Afghanistan has
appeared prominently in US government
and corporate planning about routes for
pipelines and roads opening the ex-Soviet
republics on Russia’s southem border to
world markets.”

This much was the world of reality. Now
the reporter fails to avoid jumping on the
Isiamophobes’ bandwagon and missing
fiction with reality. The report concludes
that, amid the fighting, “some Western
businesses are warming up to the Taliban
despite the movement’s
institutionalization of terror, massacres,
abductions, anid impoverishment.” Leili
Helms, a spokeswoman for the Taliban in
New York, told IPS in 1997 that one US
company, Union Oil of California
(Unocal), “helped to arrange the visit of
the movement’s acting information,
industry and mines ministers. The three

officials met lower-level State
Department officials before departing for
France, Helms said. Several US and
French firms are interested in developing
gas lines through central and southern
Afghanistan, where the 23 Taliban-
controlled states” just happen to be
located, as Helms added, to the “chance”
convenience of American and othér
Western companies.[26]

In contrast, an impartial article appearing
in the prestigious Gemman daily
Frankfurter Rundschau, in early October
1996, reported that UNOCAL “has been
given the go-ahead from the new holders
of power in Kabul to build a pipeline
from Turkmenstein via Afghanistan to
Pakistan. It would lead from
Krasnovodsk on the Caspian Sea to
Karachi on the Indian Qcean coast.” The
same article noted that UN diplomats in
Geneva believe that the war in
Afghanistan is the result of a struggle
between Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, Russia
and the United States, “to secure access
to the rich oil and natural gas of the
Caspian Sea.”[27] Other than UNOCAL,
companies that are jubilantly interested in
exploiting Caspian oil, apparently at any
human expense, include AMOCO, BP,
Chevron, EXXON, and Mobile.[28]

It therefore comes as no surprise to see
the Wall Street Journal — the promoter
of corporate interests — reporting that
the main interests of American and other
Western elites lie in making Afghanistan
“a prime f(ranshipment route for the
export of Central Asia’s vast oil, gas and
other natural resources”. “Like them or
not,” the Journal continued without any
fear of the Islamophobes’ hot anti-
Taliban propaganda, “the Taliban are the
players most capable of achieving peace
in Afghanistan at this moment in
history.”[29]

Joining the chorus of corporate terrorists,
the New York Times voiced views of the
administration backed by the same
corpotations: “The Clinton
Administration has taken the view that a
Taliban victory... would act as a
counterweight to Iran... and would offer
the possibility of new trade routes that
could weaken Russian and Iranian
influence in the region.”[30]

Franz Schurmann, Professor Emeritus of
History & Sociology at the University of
California, commented on the alliance of
the administration and corporate front
and on the “Washington's discreet
backing of the Taliban.” He highlighted
the announcement in May 1996 “by
UNOCAL that it was preparing to build a
pipeline to transport natural gas from
Turkmenistan to Pakistan through
Western  Afghanistan... UNOCAL’s
announcement was premised on an
imminent Taliban victory.”[31]

In a similar vein, the International Herald
Tribune reported that in the summer of
1998, “the Clinton administration was
talking with the Taliban about potential
pipeline routes to carry oil and natural
gas out of Turkmenistan to the Indian
Ocean by crossing Afghanistan and
Pakistan”,[32] clarifying why the US
would be interested in ensuring that the
tegion is destabilized enough to prevent
the population from being able to
mobilize domestic resources, or utilize
the region’s strategic position, for their
own benefit. The former Mujahideen
commanders and anti-Taliban Northern
Alliance could hardly realize what they
are sacrificing for the cash they were
receiving from their respective sponsors.

The Taliban’s crime remained their
inability to serve American interests the
way Saudi or Kuwaiti oppressive Kings
and Sheikhs are serving. Otherwise the
Taliban government was more broad
based than the Kuwaiti regime for which
the US spent billions of dollars to restore
after lIraqi invasion. The corporate
terrorists’ eyes remained fixed on the
strategic position of Afghanistan during
alt this time.

At the same time the outside world
temained lost between the world of fact
{in which the US government was trying
its best to buy off the Taliban and have
good control of Afghanistan), and the
world of fiction which the Istamophobes
created with  exaggerated Taliban

“crimes.”
Occupation is not for humanitarian
reasons
As we discussed the primary motives
behind the US intervention in

Afghanistan long before the Soviet



