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self-perpetuating puppet regime and the
rush to signing pipeline agreements after
the fall of the Taliban are undeniable
pieces of evidence in this regard.

In December 2002, an year after the
occupation, Pakistan, Afghanistan . and
Turkmenistan signed a  framework
agreement fora US $ 3.2 billion 1460 km
gas pipeline project passing through the
three countries.!™

The three countries had earlier signed a
trilateral agreement to develop a natural
gas and oil pipeline from Turkmenistan
through Afghanistan into Pakistan™ in
May the same year, during the first
trilateral summit in Islamabad. Look at
the speedy progress. Occupation of
Afyghanistan toward the end of 2001 and
pipeline agreements less than half way
through the next year: 2002. ’

To further understand the urgency
regarding access to natural resources one
has to note that less than a month after
9/11 operation ‘“enduring Freedom”
(bombing  campaign}  started  in
Afghanistan on October 7.

Just two days later, on October 08, 2001,
U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan Wendy
Chamberlain met with Pakistani oil
minister to discuss reviving trans-Afghan
pipeline. On December 24, former
Unocal consultant/ex-Taliban  Hamid
Karzai was appointed interim Afghan
president. Six days later, former Unocal
consultant/National ~ Security  Council
member Zalmay Khalilzad was named
U.S. Special Envoy to Afghanistan and
likely future U.S. Ambassador 1o
Afghanistan.

Less than forty days into his job,
{(February 8, 2002) Khalilzad signed
intent letter with Turkmenistan President
Sapamurat Niyazov for Turkmen-Afghan
section of pipeline in  Ashkhabat,
Turkmenistan. Less than a month after
this exchange, Karzai signed intent letter
with Pakistan leader General Pervez
Musharraf in Islamabad on March 07,
2002.

Within three monins, Karzai, Musharraf
and Niyazov sign memorandum of
understanding on May 31 in Islamabad
seeking corporate investment in trans-
Afghan pipeline. On June 10, Loya jirga,
bypassed King Zahir Shah, who was
touted all along during the Taliban period
and instead named Karzai as transitional
Afghan president for two years.

The events that followed show the
motives and focus of the occupation: July
19: Japanese Senior Vice Minister
announced Japanese government interest
in financing trans-Afghan pipeline.
August 9 Russian energy company
Gazprom announces one-month
agreement to analyze Afghan oil and
natural gas reserves. August 12: Asian
Development Bank commits $1.5 million
for feasibility study, September 20: ADB
meets in Manila to discuss trans-Afghan
pipeline funding.

This brief timeline of one year after the
Taliban shows the main objective of one
group that was hell bent on initially
courting and then destroying the Taliban
when it could not stand the pressure from
Islamophobes in media, neo-cons in the
policy making circles, and war lords, like
Huntington, on academia and other
fronts. :

2] For details, see “A lesson for the
Taliban-bashers.”
hitp://www.icssa.org/taliban_bashers.him
]

[3) «Taliban for Direct Talks with US on
QOsama,” Pakistan Observer, Feb 15, 2001

http://english.people.com.cn/english/200
102/15/eng20010213_62454.huml

4] Mohammed Omar, “Taliban leader
offered U.S. talks after '98 strike,”
Associated Press, Arizona Daily Star,
09.11.2004,
hitp://www.azstarnet.com/dailystar/relatg
darticles/38442 php

[15] Henry Schuster U.S. repeatedly
asked Taliban to expel bin Laden:
Declassified cable details years of
negotiations,” CNN Friday, January 30,
2004 Posted: 5:59 PM EST (2259 GMT)
hitp:/fwww.cnn.com/2004/US/01/30/tatib
an.talks/

f10] «Taliban Want Good Ties With US,”
reported by People’s Daily, Thursday,
November 04, 1999, updated at
10:1 1{GMT+8},
htip://english.people.com.cn/english/199
911/04/eng19991 104W |13 himl
“Mutawakil said the United States earlier
asked the Taliban to expel bin Laden and
now when he has offered to leave
Afghanistan, Washington has changed its
stand.”

07 Reuters - Wednesday, September 19,
2001,

http;//www.bostonherald. com/attack/worl
d reaction/ausmuj09192001 htm

hitp://www.91 lreview.org/ Woet/www.ro
bert-
fisk.com/speech_mullah_umar_scptl9 2
001 mm

Daily Dawn September 20, 2001
hup:/www dawn.com/2001/09/20/top3.h
tm .

Also read shura’s decision:
http/fwww. 91 Lreview.org/ Weet/www.rg
bert-

fisk.com/clerics_final decision_sept2001
Jhtm which fell on deaf ears.

U8l Krakowski, Elie, ‘The Afghan
Vortex”, IASPS Research Papers in
Strategy, No. 9, April 2000.

(%] AY report, Afghanistan: Grave Abuses
in the Name. of Religion, op. cit;
Guardian, 9 October 1996. Also see
Financial Times, 9 October 1996.

2% Ibid. Al report.

21 vidgen, Ben C., “A State of Terror:
How many “terrorist” groups has your
government established, sponsored or
networked latterly”, Nexus Magazine,
Vol. 3. No. 2, February-March 1996. See
especially Cooley, John K., Unholy
Wars:  Afghanistan,  America  and
International Terrorism, Pluto  Press,
London, 1999,

2] Beeman, William O., “Follow the Oil
Trail - Mess in Afghanistan Partly Our
Government’s  Fault”, Jinn Magazine
{(online), Pacific MNews Service, San
Francisco, 24 August 1998, web-site at
http://www.pacificnews.org/fjinn.  Thus,
we may note the observation of Hizb ut-
Tahrir: “The importance of Pakistan [to
the US] comes from the effect it has on
neighboring  countries  like  Iran,
Afghanistan and India. Pakistan is a
powerful tool of American which has
established, supported and guarded the
Taliban in her control of Afghanistan.”

(“An Army General in Pakistan
Overthrows the Prime Minister”, Hizb ut-
Tahrir, 15 October, 1999,

hitp://www.khilafah.com
29 [bid Beeman, William O.

241 htip:/fwww.iruthout.org/docs 02/12.3
QA.afgh.pipe.htm




donors wanted written assurance that all behind such carrots. The Guardian the United States, Pakistan and Saudi

education  facilities would be co-
cducation. Rochani would tell reporters
that the Taliban are not against women
education, byt they don't have funds and
other resources to revive all girls” schools
and other education facilitics. However,
the reporters would go back and report
that the Taliban have banned all girls and
women from education.

Se the biased dozmatic media and the
“intellectual” Islamophobes  despite
working indcpendently, complemented
each other’s agenda to a great extent. The
following analysis would further clarify
this point.

The corporate groups in search of natural
resources had adopted a carrot and stick
approach for courting the Taliban and
even recognizing their government if they
budged from their refusal 1o cooperate
unconditionally. But the Islamophobic
group pained a considerable momentum
of its own to the extent that the corporate
group also had to rethink its strategies
and conclude, why the Taliban when they
could have a better option in the form of
@ perfect puppet regime under total
contrel from Washington.

Now they have it. The head of the
municipality in Kabul, Karzai, cannot
even life a day without hundreds of US
bodyguards protecting him. When he
cannot breath without the US protection,
how can he refuse anything — repeat
anything — proposed by Washington.

Thus, Raphel’s denial of US interests in
the region during the Taliban era stands
In contrast 1o Amnesty International,
which  reports,  “many Afghanistan
analysts believe that the United States has
had clase political links with the Taliban
militia. They refer to visits by Taliban
representatives to the United States in
recent months and several visits by senior

US  State Department officials to
Kandahur including one immediately
before  the Taliban  took  over

Jalalabad.”!""! Such denials from the high
ranking US officials kept the Taliban and
the rest of the world in the dark about the
real American motives that have now
come to fruition.

The Al report refers to a comment by the
Guardian:  “Senior Taliban -leaders
attended a confercnce in Washington in
mid-1996 and US diplomats regularly
traveled to Taliban headquarters.” The
Taliban's simple-minded crowd could

pointed out: “(though such] “visits can be
explamed [but] the timing raises doubts
as does the generally approving line
which US officials take towards the
Taliban, "="]

Reports and opinion picces from the
American corporate media from this
crucial period are on the record, which
show that these are as much devoid of
talking about the US involvement at
cvery stage  towards ravaging  and
controlling Afghanistan as much these
are filled with details 1o present the
Taliban as the most barbaric creatures of
human history.

Since the two phenomenons, resulting
from the initiatives of two groups
{Islamophobes and oil hungry corporate
terrorists) confused many analysts, one

has to note the resultant flawed
Jjudgments.

See how Vidgen s confusing the
corporate driven administration’s
propping  the Taliban  with the

Islamophobes campaign of presenting
them as terrorists and thugs. He writes:
“The corporate media have... remaincd
silent in regard to America’s involvement
in the promotion of terrorism. On the
issue of right-wing terrorism, little has
been reported. On America's intelligence
connection to ‘Islamic’ guerriflas (and
their manipulation of Islam), nothing has
been said. Yet, the truth is that amongst
those whao utilize religious faith to Justify
war, the majority are closer to Langley,
Virginia, than they are to Tchran or
Tripoli... In a move to recruit soldiers for
the Afghanistan civil war, the CIA and
Zia encouraged the region’s  Islamic
people to think of the conflict in terms of
a jihad (holy war). %"

In the above passage one can easily note
the  truth  clouded over by the
misperceptions  the  Islamophobes had
developed over a period of time.

Many could easily see the corporate
terrorists  and US  administration’s
propping and courting the Taliban, but
they could hardly note the Islamophobes
busy in the media demonizing the same
simply because of their uninteliigent
efforts to establish living by Islam.

William Q. Beernan, an anthropologist
specializing in the Middle East at Brown
University who has conducted extensive
research into Central Asia, points out: “It
is no secret, especially in the region, that

Arabta  have been supporting  the
fundamentalist Taliban in their war for
control of Afghanistan for some time,
The US has never openly acknowledged
this conncection, but it has been confirmed
by both intelligence  sources  and
charitable institutions in Pakistan. """l

Professor Beeman was good enough to
observe that the US-backed Taliban were
condemned  to  death  for  their
implementing Islam, but that is the case
in Saudi Arabia as well. 1le notes that the
Taliban had “nothing to do with religion
or ethnicity - but only with the economics
of oil. Ta the north of Afghanistan is one
of the world's wealthiest oil fields, on the
Eastern Shore of the Caspian Sea in
republics formed since the breakup of the
Soviet Union.” Caspian oil needs to be
transhipped out of the landlocked region
through @ warm water port, for the
desired profits to be accumulated. The
“simplest and cheapest” pipeline route 15
through Iran - but Iran is cssentially an
‘enemy’ of the US, due 10 being overtly
independent of the West.

As Beeman noted: “The US government
has such antipathy to Iran that it is
willing to do anything 1o prevent this.”
The alternative route is one that passes
through Afghanistan and Pakistan, which
“would require securing the agreement of
the powers-that-be in Afghanistan” - the
Taliban. Such an arrangement would also
benefit Pakistani elites, “which is why
they are willing to defy the Iranians.”
Therefore, as far as the US is concerned,
the solution is “for the anti-lranian
Taliban to win in Afghanistan and agree
to the pipeline through their territory.™*!

Apart from the oil stakes, Afghanistan
remained a strategic region for the US in
another refated respect, The
establishment of a strong client state
{whether that be 1n the form of the then
Taliban  or  the present  Karzai
municipality) in the country would
strengthen US influence in this crucial
region, partly by strengthening Pakistan
under a strong dictatorship, which is the
region’s main American base.

OF course, this also advanced the cause of
establishing the required i and gas
pipelines to the Caspian Sea. while
bypassing Russia and opening up the
Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS) bordering Russia 10 the US
dominated global market. The arrival of »

hardly figure out the hidden motives
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Legitimacy of the US occupation - II

Taliban’s actual crimes were not the
stories of their ‘“oppression” and
“repression” that we find in the Westemn
media. That is a norm in Saudi Arabia
and 1srael, which no one dares invade for
a change of government. More
importantly, the US excels in the
department of racism, human rights
abuse, oppression and repression without
‘any accountability to anyone.

The  Taliban  dide’t rule more
oppressively than the Israeli government
functioning through death squads in
Tulkarm, Hebron and Ramallah. The
Taliban, for example, didn’t cut water
supply to 218 villages like the Israeli
government’s lesser crimes.!'”

The stories of the Taliban’s human rights
violations are insignificant, not because
two wrongs made one right, but simply
because that is not a reason which could
justify the US invasion and occupation.
More importantly, the Taliban crimes
become more insignificant before the
importance of Afghanistan in the
American eyes, which remained as high
as it was prior and during the Soviet
occupation.

As far the issues of Osama, the US
adminisiration lied and used the same
tactics that it used with Saddam Hussain.
The Taliban authorities of Afghanistan
offered to the United States to settle the
Osama bin Laden issue through dialogue
in February 2001 in a manner that does
not compromise the national honor of
both countries.
The Taliban Ambassador in Islamabad
Maulvi Zaeef in an exclusive interview
with "Pakistan Observer," said: "We want
to solve this simmering issue in a way
that takes into account the dignity and
honor of both Afghanistan and the United

States," Zaeef said.
He revealed that Taliban Foreign
Minister ~ Maulivi  Wakil  Ahmad

Mutawakil has written a letter to the new
U.S. administration regarding this issue.
According to Zaeef, "We are still waiting
for a response from the United States,
which we hope will be positive,""!

According to a State Department
message, even long before the UN
sanctions and 9/11, in 1998, a day after

former President Bill Clinton sent cruise
missiles against Afghanistan, Mullah
Omar telephoned the State Department
and offered to talk.I']

The US deliberate attempts at muddying
the waters and looking for a perfect
excuse to intervene can be judged from
comparison of the CNN report by Henry
Schuster, January 30, 2004, with other
available information. Schuster’s report
says that according to the declassified US
reports the US has asked the Taliban at
least a three occasions to expel Osama
bin Laden.['™™ However, when the Taliban
and even Osama agreed to that proposal,
the US refuse to accept it and insisted on
the Taliban’s handing him over to the
Us. (16!

Mullah Omar’s September 19 speech is
an evidence of the Taliban’s dedication to
peacefully resoiving the Osama issue and
the US stubbomness not to listen to any
proposal. ') The reason was simple: the
US interest in the region and its plans to
occupy Afghanistan, come what may.

Details of the Taliban’s attempt for a
negotiated and peaceful settlement and
the US rejecting every option and
altemative resemble details of how the
US government treated every effort on
the part of Saddam Hussain to settle the
issue without the US invasion and
occupation.

This brings us back to the primatry motive
of the US interest in the region. Contrary
to Robin Raphel statements, former
Department of Defense official Elie
Krakowski, who worked on the Afghan
issue in the 1980s, pointed out that
Afghanistan remained important even
during the days of the Taliban in power
because “it was the crossroads between
what Halford MacKinder called the
world’s Heartland... It owes its
importance to its location at the
confluence of major routes,”!'*!

In a nutshell, two main factors played a
crucial role in the unprecedented
campaign about the alleged crimes of the
Taliban.

a. The First factor was the efforts
of the most powerful corporate and
oil lobby that wanted to have access
and control of natural resources in

this part of the world. These efforts
remained flip-flop during the last half
of the 1990s between courting the
Taliban as well as looking for an
alternative to the Taliban that could
let them have full access and control
to whatever this powerful group, and
ultimately the US, wanted under its
influence.

b. The second factor was the
efforts put in by the Islamophobes
who were shocked to the core with
the  Taliban’s  declaration of
Afghanistan as an Islamic Emirate
and their expressing the desire to
make it a model Islamic state. This
strong lobby of Islamophobes teamed
up with former communists, those
who had lost power after the fail of
Najibullah, atheists and the now self-
proclaimed “moderates,” and
magnified every “wrong” of the
Taliban beyond all proportions to
present them as the most horrible
crimes human species had never
witnessed. They lied and lied upon
lies to demonize the Taliban in an
attempt to demonize the concept of
an Islamic model of governance.
Most of these Muslim counterparts of
Islamophobes are now sitting in
Kabul either as officials of Karzai’s
municipality or working on other
positions to consolidate American
occupation.

The Taliban’s actual crime was their
inability to deal with the Zionist and
dogmatic media, supporting the corporate
terrorists, neo-cons and the “intellectual”
{slamophobes. All they could do was
producing visiting cards by writers from
the New York Times and other influential
dailies and tell other visitors how these
reporters agreed to reporting the actnal
situation and real statements from the
Taliban leadership, but on return
produced reports that defied the ground
realities.

For example, Pir Mohammed Roohani,
who was the vice Chancellor of Kabul
university had a file load of letters and
appeals which he had sent to all the
Western donors  for helping them
reconstruct  girls schools. All  these
requests were turned down because the




