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destiny of 173 billion people,

The lesson of history and salution is pretty simple and straight forwatrd: The
US has o withdraw. It has no option but to end all its direct and indirect
occupations. It also has to end sponsoring other occupations. The rest of its
allies have to end interference in the affairs of Muslims world. They have to
leave Muslims alone.

Giving Muslims an opportunity 10 sclf-rule, without outside interference. is
the answer. [L1s for Muslims to decide amony themselves as to how they want
10 live their lives without US supported dictators, Kings, Sheikhs and 2 new
breed of "democratic™ puppets like Karzai.

.. What the US and its former colonialist allies can do is deny Muslims this
opportunity tor a certain period. What they can never do is stay in Muslim
lands indefinitely, and buy and protect opportunists among Muslims to make
1.3 billion of them live by the wishes and will of a handful Islamophobes in
Washington.

The more the US plans and acts to deny Muslims living by Islam, the more it
sows the seeds for its inevitable demise. Many powers before the US
considered such a reality no more than a joke. 1t is not so strange to find the
1'% iotally blind to what it can and wha it can never do
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View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

(e-mail: abidjan@tanzeem.org)

What the US can never do

Being the lone super power, the US has
astonishing abilitics to do what many
others cunnot. No onc can  single
handedly dcfeat the US. However, there
are some limitations. going against which
will unguestionably speed up its march
towards its  increasingly  becoming
inevitable doom.

Let us iist what the US can do

It can he. [1s Secrctary of State can lic to
the UNSC. lts president and all his
establishiment and allies from Tony Blair
to Musharraf can lic to the whole world.
It cun “manufacture consent™ through
embedded journalists and analysts.

[t can starve |8 million 1nnocent people
to death with the help of the United
Nations-sanctioned  genocide. [t can
bypass the UN 1f 1t 15 not willing to go
from invisible to visible genocide. It can
mvade and  occupy  sovereign  states,
kilhing more than 100,006 people without
any fear of accountability,

It can flatten towns after towns. like
Fallupah. and make them mmhabitabie. [t
cur estabhish - more and more
concentration camps and wipe out whole
populations

However, there is one little thing that the
US cannot do. 1t can never stay 1n
Mushim lands for cver

Thasas what breaks its back bone because
the guestion arises: For how long can it
carry on the intensitied barbarisn that we
have been witmessing for the past three
years” Human rights ubuse, death und
destruction have become prerequisites for
IS stay.

On the part of the US, some embedded
analyst might argue that the US doesn't
tend te sty 1 occupied lands forever.
In response, the world has an argument
and a question,

The arpument is: who can trust these
words  when  all that  the  US
administration and 1ts media could parade
as solid grounds for invasion
nothing but hes.

The question Do these embedded
analyvsts and Islamophobes hope that one
dav the US will succeed in putting one
Karzan in power in cach Muslim country,
and people there would submit their will
to the will of the U8

The New York Times and its war jords

WETe

5]

hke Friedman would respond: *No way.
We are doing all this for freedom and
democracy. Not for imposing our will "
Regurgitation of these words, however,
have lost its credibility. [f there can ever
be a demonstration of extreme wishful
thinking. it is in these words that we hear
from the "intellectual™ terrorists on behalf
of the US.

If there can ever be the most unsuccesstul
attemipt of using benevolent intentions as
fig lcaf for barbarism it is the highlighted
words in the op-ed pages of New York
Times today (Dec 23, 2004). Its Chief
war lard, Friedman, writes: “lraq is a war
between people who are trying to
organizc an election and the virulent
nihilistic minority that wants to prevent
i.”

This is what the US cannot prove. This is
where its lies start haunting it to its
ultimate destination: the graveyard of
cmpires.  This is  what makes its
occupations  and  future  of  global
denunation the most vulnerable. This is
what shows the US can never fool the
world for ever. This is what shows the
US cannot stay, where it was not
supposed to be n the first place, for too
long.

This  takes us to the history of
colonalism. Most of the Muslim lands
were occupied in the name of teaching
“little brown brother” some civility. Even
when the colonialists had to withdraw,
they never stopped interfering in Muslim
countries in particular to keep those in
power who could serve their former
master better than athers.

The legacy of mterference continued till
this day when the US once more decided
to start imposing its will and way of life
through the burrel of a gun,

lgnoring the straight forward lesson of
former colonialist adventures — that you
cannot stay for ever in someone else’s
home -— the embedded war lords propose
more troops for more killing and
destruction. This has been a consistent
demand.

The front page of the New York Times
ries to speak on behalf of all Americans
“Fighting is the only option, Americans
suy” {Kirk Johnson, Dec 22, 2004}, The
nihilist  Friedman  makes the world
beheve that the only prablem in Iraq

today is that a tiny minority doesn’t want
the pltanned clections, ignoring thart those
who want to rule for oil money would
never put their Lives at stake,

The so apparent arrogance of these war
lords is the main tool for keeping the US
leaders blind to reality. Friedman writes:
“As the Johns Hopkins foreign policy
expert Michagl Mandelbaum so rightly
pointed out to me, ‘These so-called
insurgents in Iraq are the rcal fascists, the
real colonialists, the real impenialists of
our age.” They are a tiny minority who
want to rule Iraq by force and rip off its
oil wealth for themselves. It's time we
called them by their real names.”

One war lord "nightly pointed out” to the
other and in their little understanding it
became a universal truth of high
important. Is this what the world is
expected to accept?

If 50, this is the height of wishfulness. Let
these war lords keep making the policy
makers and planners in Washington
believe that the “insurgents” are not these
whose relatives have been starved 1o
death over the last 14 years. These are not
those who lost their relatives to “shock
and awe” adventures. These are not those
whose homes have been flattened by the
liberators. These are not those whose
relatives have been dragged on leash and
abused to death in Abu Gharib.

Let the “intellectual™ terrorists and real
[slamophobic  mihilists  make  the
establishment in Washington believe 1o
the contrary so that they would send
more troops to fight more wars because
there is a “minority™ in lraq that wants
“*0il money” and wants to “rule Iraq.”

Let them deny that those who want
money and power, do not strap bombs to
their bodies in urgency to leave this
warld. Let them deny that the actually
people for money and power are either
Chalabi or Allawi or those mercenaries
who Bush complained do not stand the
heat and run away when the going gets
tough.

It is simple: Those who run are for
dollars. Those who stay and die are for
something else.

What the US and its nihilists in power
cannot do is foo! the world. What they
can do at best 1s to foo! themselves with
the false belief that they can control
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View Point

Khalid Baig

All Profit, No Loss

At their most basic and visible level trade
and business involve exchange of goods
and services. But there is much more to
business than moving goods and services
in one direction and money in the other.
The preduct, the packaging, the delivery
system, and the advertising messages that
accompany it, all of them camy
statements about what is good, or
acceptable, or desirable, and what is not.
Threugh this much larger exchange --- at
emotional and intellectual levels
business can be a powerful agent of
cuitural change.

This role is increased manifold in the age
of the media and professional marketing
campaigns. In simpler times, the role of
the seller was generally to satisfy demand
arising out of genuine needs. Today, the
role of the marketer is to create demand
first, so he can then satisfy it. This is
done in the only way it can be done; by
replacing needs (which are limited) with
wants (which can be unlimited). They
sell fantasies and status symbols. They
appeal to our basest desires.

In the worlds most “"developed”
economies advertising messages hit the
consumers from all directions, at all
times of day and night. Their persistent
message: Buy, buy, buy. Consumc,
consume, consume. Indulge your desires.
This is consumerism a morbid
outcome of materialism under capitalism.
Its spread worldwide is part of what is
called globalization.

Consumerism's  creed: we live to
consume. For every problem in the
world, it- has one solution. Buy
something. Its victims try to fill the
emptiness within them with the newest
gadgets and try to  congratulate
themselves for living in such an era of
progress. But as they accumulate more
and more of the goods, the
meaninglessness of all this increases cven
more. The hollowness deepens.

Further, behind the glitter of the slick
handiwork of the marketer, one can see
the ugly face of exploitation. Consider
the recruitment of female charm for
selling everything from car to toothpastes
to zeo admissions. Never before in
history were women demeaned and
exploited on such a massive scale. Those
who can make money from it have filled

every square inch of available space with
the picture of women in varying degrees
of undress. The environment has been so
saturated with this Cultural that like a
person living in a sewer we no longer feel
its stink.

What is saddening is the failure of
Muslim societies to challenge to this
onslaught. An equal or probably greater
responsibility lies with leaders there.
They could have rethought the purpose of
advertising, marketing, packaging, and
selling. They could have used their
considerable muscle to launch a counter
campaign to challenge the pop culture.
They could have demonstrated the high
ethical and moral teachings of Islam.
Instead, they have been blindly following
the tricks and techniques of the business
enterprises from the "developed" world.
The best of them have gone to the elite
business schools and have concluded that
marketing is all about manipulation.
Their outlooks, goals, mindsets, and tools
are the same as those of their masters,

The failure here is at two levels. First
there is a failure to understand the role of
business in today's society. That is why
even big Muslim enterprises lake the
vision of promoting their language,
culture, and moral values. They are there
Just to make money, If their owners and
leaders have some religious inclinations,
they will spend some of that money on
charity. But the idea that they need to
incorporate Islamic teachings and moral
values in everything from product
conception and design to marketing
communications and business.

Second, there is a failure to remember the
responsibilities of a business under Islam.
There are several ahadith that tell us the
merits of a righteous businessman.
According to one hadith the Prophet

et o

%2 54id: "The honest and - VETacious
businessman will be (in the Hereafter)
with the prophets, the siddigs (the
Truthful), and martyrs." [Tirmidhi].
According to another hadith he was asked
about the best means of earning a living.
He replied: "Righteous trade and working
with one's hands." [Musnad Ahmed].
Working with one’s hands means earning
one’s own living and not through
exploiting other people’s labour or
stealing from their wealth. To each one,

what one earns through his or her own
work!

The company of the prophets and martyrs
1s the highest rank one can imagine. How
can it be that one attains such an exalted
status in the Hereafter while spending his
time making money? Because by
bringing truth, honesty and God
consciousness to one's business, one adds
righteousness to society. Righteous trade
is a comprehensive expression that
encompasses piety in all aspects of
running one's business.

Muslim traders who had imbibed these
ideals who spread Islam in the world.
Muslims did not establish missions to
convert people. But as local people came
in touch with Muslim traders, their piety
and honest and truthful business dealings
won them over. This happened in land
after land in large parts of Asia and
Africa.

To the people possessing wealth, like
Qaroon (Korah in the Bible) by the
Qur'an gives the message: "But seek,
with the (wealth) which Allah has
bestowed on you, the Home of the
Hereafter. Do not forget your portion in
this world: but do good, as Allah has
been good to you, and seek not
{occasions for) mischief in the land: for
Allah loves not those who do mischief.”
[Al-Qasas, 28:77].

Thus one's wealth --- and wealth making
efforts --- should be geared towards
seeking the Home in the Hereafter and
one must not use them to spread mischief
on earth. Today we have forgotten the
first commandment. What is worse by
blindly following of what we mistakenly
think to be successful business practices,
we are engaged in spreading mischief,
atthough we may not even realize it.
There is a grave responsibility and a
tremendous  opportunity  here. By
broadening  theirr  vision  Muslim
businesses can be formidable force
challenging the spread of consumerism,
materialism and pop culture. Through
carefully thought out business policies
and practices, they can end exploitation --
- of women, of consumers, of the poor.
This is what the world needs. This is
what they need themselves. For righteous
trade is the only trade in which one can
never lose.
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