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Manji kind of writers were totally ignorant
of the Islamic teachings, Khalid Abou el
Fadl is a prime example of those who
knowingly present selective portions of the
Quran out of context and without any
reference to other relevant portions just to
please their target audience.

The fact finders, the independent researchers
in the US are trying hard to detach the root
causes of violence from the US policies, not
Islam, and refer to the areas which lead to
bloodshed, instability and chaos; the radicals
in pseudo-mainstream media and politics are
equally determined to keep the issues
Jjoined.[7]

9/11 has provided us with an excellent
opportunity. It can serve us as a touchstone
to find out the real radicals and terrorists and
their innocent victims. The more we know
about the real culprits behind 9/11, the more
we understand where the problem lies. There

has been an all-out effort to discredit
researchers and their work regarding 9/11's
independent investigation as conspiracy
theorists and theories respectively. However,
there is too much to answer and prove wrong
to exonerate the enemy within then coming
out with a report to blame Islamic ideology
for the unprecedented crimes in human
history.

For the world opinion leaders, the goal of
preventing the conflict from turning into a
“clash of religions,” and of discrediting the
neo-cons’ presentation of Islam, made it ait
the more advisable to listen to and support
those in the now-becoming mainstream
alternative media who represent a libera)
strain and who are bent upon exposing the
real culprits behind 9/11.

Identifying the elements that should be
listened to and supported, choosing
appropriate methods, and defining the goals

of such support is difficult. It is no easy
matter to transform a super power. “Religion
building” is easy. All it takes is shower some
dollars, offer some positions, promote some
opportunists and propagate some myths.
Transforming a system where entrenched
interests have consolidated themselves in the
most effective ways human beings courd'
think of perfecting tyranny is immeasurably
more perilous and complex. )

The US is neither a homogeneous entity nor
a simple system. Many extrancous issues
and enemies have been developed and
lumped together to divert focus from the
tyranny within. Many of the political actors
among the so-called allies, such as Tony
Blair, deliberately seek to galvanize issues
and globalize the problem in a way that they
think will further their goals.
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The Range of thought in Contemporary America

The notion that the outside world should try
to encourage a moderate, democratic
interpretation and presentation of Islam is
not as important as the issue of making the
US government abide by international law
and decision of the world body. Making the
US government accountable to its people
and the world has gained great urgency after
September 11, 2001.
There is broad agreement that this is a
constructive approach. The US is the only
super power with enormous military,
political and societal influence. Its foreign
policies directly affects lives of millions of
people around the world, some aspects of
which are dangerous to global stability.
Instead of focusing on the narrow interests
»2_{ the corporate elites and neo-con
ideclogues; it seems sensible to foster the
strains within it that call for a more
pragmatic, democratic, peaceful, and justice
based approach.
The question is how best to do this. This
report identifies a direction. We begin by
setting the scene for the main
methodological and ideological fissures in
the discussion over the US governing
mechanism, jts approach towards foreign
affairs and the American society. The second
chapter analyzes the pros and cons of
supporting different élements within the
United States. The final chapter proposes a
strategy. _
Immediately following September 11, 2001,
political leaders and policymakers in the
East and West began to issue sympathetic
statements affirming their conviction that the
United States is the victim of terrorism and
they stand united against terrorism.
Expressions of sympathies with the United
States were fully backed up by calls that
lam was not to blame for what had
happened. This served a purpose: Blame
* Muslims and present the US as a victim.
Statements that Islam was a positive force in
the world, a religion of peace and tolerance;
speaking in mosques, holding widely
publicized meetings with Muslim clerics;
inviting mutlahs to open public events and
inserting Qur'anic suras into their own
speeches did little to exonerate Muslims. All
this further confirmed that Muslims are
perpetrators of the crime and the US is the
victin.

This approach was noticed by many. Some
Western  commentators  expressed  with
astonishment that it seems the political
leadership “collectively appears to have
acquired an instant postgraduate degree in
Islamic studies, enabling them to lecture the
population concemning the true nature of
Islam.” [5] However, until recently, at least
until the 9/11 release of the Commission’s
Report, which calls for a war on Islamic
ideology, only a few could understand the
objective behind this show of presenting
Islam as a peaceful religion. Such a
separation of soul from the body, taking
ideology out of Islam, is still hardly
understandable to many.

Understanding this point alone can help
resolve the unresolved mystery of the US
government’s complicity in or full planning
for the 9/11 attacks. As time goes by, a great
number of Western writers are now
gradually coming to the conclusion that the
subsequent “war on terrorism” is a *“no-win
war against 1.3 billion Muslims.” [6]
Muslims are not the direct enemies, their
religion is because it presents an alternative
that undermines vested interests which have
consolidated themselves in the last 70-80
years in the name of most noble values one
can imagine.

In reality the tyranny in the US is the worst
kind of tyranny that the human beings have
ever faced. In previous cases people could
not realise it. This time around, those who
have come to perfectly understand it and try
to tell about it at the top of their voice can
hardly make a headway. The “free” pseudo-
mainstream media is so encompassing and
influential that it reduces all facts to just
nothing and helps a majority believe that
they are living in the most free state of the
world. Outsiders despise American only
because they hate freedom and democracy.
The public demonstration of embracing
Islatn by opinion leaders and politicians after
9/11 had a domestic rationale: Western
leaders were attempting to prevent an
uncontrolled backlash that might have
inspired acts of violence and hostility aimed
at their respective Muslim minorities before
they could plan how to systematically
marginalize them through initiatives such as
racial profiling.

In addition, there were at least two foreign

policy motivations, one short term and the
other longer term. in the short run, the goal
was to make it politically possible for
Muslim governments to support occupation
of other Muslim countries by temporarily
detaching the issue of terrorism from the
issue of Islam. In the longer run, the Western’
leaders were attempting to create a schism, a
division, that would facilitate the better
dilution of Islam into “good,” open to alien
values Islam and “bad” Islam, which limits
itself to the limits set by the Qur'an and
Sunnah.

The notable example is Pakistan which was
used as a launching pad for occupying
Afghanistan on the one hand and finding
Musharraf, singing his mantra of
“enlightened moderation™ on the other,

in the intellectual community, a majority
remained steadfast as ever, trying to make
the case that [slam is not compatible with
moderation,  tolerance, diversity and
democracy. Even the most supportive-of —
slam studies concluded with the argument
that everything is fine with Islam but it needs
to be remoulded and re-interpreted.
Abdulaziz  Sachedina  concludes  his
argument on the first page of his book The
Islamic Roots of Democratic Plyralism:
“This work undertakes to map some of the
most important political concepts in Islam
that advance better human relationships,
both within and between nations. It aims at
uncovering normative aspects of Muslim
religious formulations and specifying their
application in diverse cultures to suggest
their critical relevance to the pluralistic
world order of the 21st century. . . . The goal
here is not to glorify the Muslim past but to
remember it, retrace its path, interpret it,
reconstruct it and make it relevant to the
present.”

Remember the catch lies in reinterpretation.
Salman Rushdie, Tasleerna Nasreen and
frshad Manji, all of these want
reinterpretation of Islam and they are
promoted by the Islam-bashers, such as
Daniel Pipes, as the real moderates.
However, even as a few authors were
seeking to “highlight™ one set of values to be
found in the Qur’an and tradition, other
authors were successfully publicizing what
they took out of context from the Qur'an and
Sunnah. If Tasleema Nasreen and Irashad
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