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terms  without considering the associawed

negative conseylcnees.

Opportunisim of some Mushims is evident
from the was they esploit these werms Tor
enjoving  supports from the modern das
Pharzohs. As an example. one oy visit
www. freemuslims.org and see how these
terms are used for maximum advantage and
self-promotion. The home page states: ~“The
road to prosperity for Iraq will not be easy.
Islamist extremists and terrorist will work
hard to destroy Iraq so that they can build an
“Islamic State.” This must never happen.™

Of course. there are Muslims, fake or real.
who shout Allaho-Albar while beheading
their captives. However. calling  their
actions, for example [slamic terrorism,
militancy or violence means legitimising
such actions for other Muslims. Others have
to tollow if such acts really are Islamic.

There are people belonging to one or another
religion behind all kinds of violence and
human rights abuses that we witness today
everywhere in the world. However. no where
do we witness labels such as Christian,
Jewish or Hindu terrorism. In those cases. it
is accepted that every form of violence.
wherever that is and whatever cloak it wears,
is essentially political in nature. This.
however, is not the case if the perpetrators
are Muslims. Similarly. we are inculcated
that religion is not the exploiter; it is itself
exploited by internal or external political
interests. Yet this principle does not apply te
Islam.

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tauuip
Erdogan was right whien he snubbed Bernard
Lewis for his using the phrase “Islamic
terrorism” at a recent Middle East pane! of
the Academy of Achievement in Chicapo.
Erdogan said: "Such a definition does not
only worry Muslims in the world, but also
worries all the believers of all the celestial
religions. No religion permits terrorism.
'Islam,' in front of the word ‘terror,’ ascribes
Islam to terror and is unpleasant indeed. You
may say a religious [or Muslim] terrorist:
however, you cannot say Istamic terrorism.”

The bias was evident in the question of Chris
Matthews, the panel director, who
interjected: "How do we define terror if we
do not say terror is Islamic?" Erdogan.
underscoring that terror is an outcome.
reptied: "Terror is not a reason. However,
can we endeavor to remove the reasons of
terror? The U.S. entry into Baghdad does not
solve the problem. "+

So will not the “war on terrorism”™ with such
sinister constructs as "Islamic terrorism™ and
“Islamic terrorists.”
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Lahore

View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

{E-mail: abidjan@tanzeem.org)

"Islamlc terrorism": A Sinister Construct

The mercenary-in-chief of the US “war on
terrorism,”  General Musharraf, used
“Muslim™ once and “Islamic” twice as
adjectives in a single breath during his recent
visit to Azerbaijan. He said: “Islamic
terrorism- is holding the Muslim world
hostage... But the West must also change its
attitude to the Islamic world." 11

Soon after receiving Musharrafs words from
Baku, the New York Times blamed him for
not being “convinced or convincing ally in
the struggle against radical Islamic
terrorism.”*L The Times aims at milking the
sell-out to the last drop, or its editorial right
after Musharraf's comments- might be a
coincidence. But the prevailing inappropriate
use of “Muslim” and “Islamic” as adjectives
is neither a coincidence nor less than a harsh

,-Teahty Even -harsher, however, is the way
this confusion is being exploited.

There are two main reasons each behind
Muslims and Non-Muslims use of the term
“Islamic terrorism” and its unbelievable
proliferation in recent discourse: On the part
of Muslims, the reasons are: a) The lack of
homework before using “Islamic” as an
adjective, and b) the excessive opportunism
of some political and academic personalities,
who use rancid phrases based on these
adjectives to please some anti-Islam
quarters.

On the part of non- Musllms, the reasons for
using Islamic as an adjective are: a) the
malicious intentions of the American war
lords who have been desperately seeking to
associate the core message of Islam with
terrorism, and b) naive borrowing of the
terms by the rest without taking pain to do a
little research before use.

If we go into dictionary definitions, Oxford
describes /slamic as “of or pertaining to
kslam.” If terrorism as a phenomencn and
~methodology pertains to Islam, or if Qus'an
. o guides and trains terrorists, we better
“ appreciate wisdom of General Musharraf and
his company who on the one hand declare
terrorism  "Islamic" . and on the other
condemn it and wage a war on it. When

terrorism is declared Islamic, there is no use.

to condemning it or carrying out Wanna kind
of operations against those whe embrace
"Islamic” terrorism. After all, it is Islamic.

Muslims' understanding of Islam is based on
the Qur'an, Hadith, Ijma’ and Qias. Being

Islamic means a person, a community, a
state, an ideology, or a practice is not against
any of these sources. If you are going against
the Qur’an and Sunnah, then your action is
un-Islamic. In this sense, “Islamic terrorism™
means a phenomenon or a methodology
approved by these sources of Islamic
knowledge.

The systematic anti-Islam campaigns have
deepened the confusion to the extent that in
the Wikipedia.org and Longman dictionary
on the web, there is no definition for the
word “Islamic™ at all. Instead, these sources
carry the same propaganda theme and give
example of Islamic Jihad as “an Islamic
terrorist Organization.”

Merriam-Webster considers it sufficient to

limit definition of “lslamic™ to “an
adjective.” Cambridge dictionary defines
“Islamic” as “Islunmic
culture-beliefs-art:law. " The most

troublesome aspect s Dictivnarv.com and
Wordnet 2.0 Vocabulary Helper's defining
Islamic as ~of or relating to or supporting
Islamism.”

There are good examples to see how kslam.
Islamic and [slamism are mixed up by all
these dictionary sources. Those who define
Islamic as something supporting ~Eslamism.”
define “slamism™ in turn as: ~f An Islamic
revivalist movement. ofien characierized by
moral  conservatism. literalism, wnd  the
attempt to implement Islanic values in all
spheres of life. 2 The religious  fanth.
principles. or canse of Isfam. P
The first explanation mentioned above gives
an idea that anything related o “lslamic
revivalist movements”™ is [slamic and thus
negative because there is o appreciation for
these movements in the Western world ar all.
The second explanation puts everything -
Fslamic ~faith. principles. or cause of Tslamm™
in the category “Islamism.”  thus
leaving nothing positive in kslam,
I'he same goes with Definitions, from the
Online Plain Text English Dictionary and
Marrian-Wehster.
Istamic  to  adjective.™  These  sources
consider Islamism as ~“The faith. docirines,
or religinuy svstem of the Mohammedans;
Mohummedanism:  Istam™  (Page:  791).
Infoplease clearly defines Islamism as “the
religion or culture of Islam,” which shows
that the years of negative connotations and

which limits detinition of

hidden meanings associated with the
negative term “Islamism” have now become
part and parcel of Islam.

In short, Islam is considered “Islamism™ and
everything that pertains to Islam is Islamic.
As a result, this line of argument turns
everything truly Islamic into “Islamist™ and
makes it part of “Islamism™ by default.

That is why web sites like Wikipedia. org do
not consider it necessary 1o define Islamic at
all. Instead. they feel necessary to educate
the public about lslamism and hence defines
it as: "A fundamentalist religious ideology
which holds that |slam is not only a religion,
but a system that also governs the political,
economic and social imperatives of the state.
A crucial goal of Islamism is to take control
of the statc in order to implement the
Islamist system. Most Islamist rhetoric and
literature compares lslam not with other
religions, but with other ideologies, such as
Nationalism, Communism, Capitalism,
Fascism, etc.” Please note that these words
are taken from an article, “Distinguishing
between [slam and [stamism,” by Daniel
Pipes, a leading anti-kslam campaigner.

Muslims have played a key role in conlusing
the clear-as-ABC coneept of classifying
anything as Islamic or Un-Islamic. It is
absolutely not surprising to see a Muslim
“seholar™ using the term “Islamic militancy™
while standing belore a  predominantly
Jewish audicnce at a Jewish Tnstiute.

Such a person would definitely  have his
prioritics 1ot using these terms. 24 Ihe world,
however. has the right to understand that by
adding the adjective ~Islamic” to “militancy™
in this case means it is a kind ol militancy
that is approved by Islam and every Muslim
is duty bound to follow it If it is really
approved by Islam. there is no need for a

Muslim to grumble about it. I Islam.
however. does not approve the militancy

under discussion. it absolutely wrong to call
it Islamic.

[t is understandable to read or hear the
American war lords using “islamic” with
every negalive concept and act becausc it
helps them create a linkage between the evil
and Fslam. M it means the negative activity or
phenomenon ts the product of Islam and
I[slam approves it. What is shocking is the
Muslims™ borrowing and using the same

e e ——— —— — — — ——— ——————— "]



