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Do they need the “freedoms™ that will
bring them mind-destroying
cntertainment and decadence?

Is that what our world needs?

The Future of Government

Is it really fair to be so hard on
democracy ‘when it is, after all. far
better—in the West's opinion—than
absolute monarchy. dictatorship or
communist socialism?

It is more than fair! Why? Because we
can state. with assured confidence. that
democracy will ultimately be replaced
bv 2 FAR BETTER GOVERNMENT!
Beforc that government is set up. as
some frightening Bible prophecies show
us. democracy will come to a tragic end.
Those who speak of the weaknesses of
democracy often note its historically
short-lived nature. Even America’s
forefathers were aware of this.

The Bible prophesies of the eventual
downfall of thc Anglo-Amcrican nations
of our modern world (request vour free
copy of The United States and Britain in
Prophecy for more). This will spell the
end of democracy in these nations!

As for democracy in Europe, the Bible
prophesics the mise of a European
superpower. called the “beast.” ruled by
ONE dictatorial political leader and one
religious leader (Herbert Armstrong’s
free booklet Hho or What Is the
Prophetic  Beast?  explains  this).
Europecan countrics will soon shed their
democracics to be stcered by these
charismatic autocrats.

Paradoxically. all this will be a sign that
GOOD NEWS is just around the
corngr—that a governmeni far better
than democracy er autocracy will take
the reins of GLOBAL RULE!
Democracy is enjoving only a few more
vears of glonv before it is erased from
thc planet for good! And though it
means a temporarily dark time for world
history just before Christ returns, it
signals the greatest news we could ever
hear! This is the “good news™ that is the
gospel—the  message Jesus Christ
prcached  concerning the literal
“kingdom of God™ (Mark 1:14) to be set
up ON EARTH!

There is a better form of government!
And it will rule ALL NATIONS!
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flourish in a soc1ety that allows
freedoms of speech and expression.
Freedom of the press means that the
government does not have direct control
of the media, as it does in countries like
‘China and Zimbabwe. This Western
L,ideal is another tactic that prevents those
_in power from gaining too much control
" and also allows the free flow of varying
viewpoints on varying subjects. These
freedoms engender ingenuity, ideas,
invention and industry. They encourage
creativity,  opportunity and, by
extension, wealth and prosperity.
Democracy’s Weaknesses
These points present a remarkable case
for democracy. But sadly. we can take
the same three points and examine how
democracy fails as a system of
government—how it fulfills Churchill’s
“description as “the worst form.”
FIRST: A nation governed “for the
people” and run “by the people™ sits in a
precarious position. If the citizens want
a leader who focuses more on domestic
turmoil than outside threats. the country
.~y Wil clect such a leader—despite what
" the greater danger actually is. Likewise.
~if a leader makes a decision based on’
what is best for the country vet contrary
to the general consensus, the public may
opt to vank him from office, regardless
of the harm this may cause.
If the national will or morale is in
tatiers. administrations will be set up to
reflect this spirit. If the moral fabric of
the population begins to unravel, such
decline will only be exacerbated by a
democratic svstem. A society glutted on
harmful emtertainment will not elect
leaders who will legislate against the
same. A people no longer concerned
with the sanctity of marriage will elect
lecaders with svmpathetic  agendas.
Citizens more concerned about their
own financial troubles than terrorism
will elect politicians who promise to
cater to these concerns. “The people”
_ tofien can be narrow-minded and selfish.
SECOND: The verv safety valves in
- place to guard against hunan corruption
actually  build - scveral  inherent
weaknesses into the system.
Democracy limits the effectiveness of a
national leader in dealing with other
natlons A limited length of term and

number of terms can oﬂen transform a

nation’s foreign policy—weakening its
credibility and leverage in the global
arena. The Islamic radicals who
attacked Spain- on March 11—just 74
hours before citizens went to the polls—
knew this well,

Built into this system of terms and
checks and balances—and a government
“by the people”—is free elections. But
this activity also gives democracy an
unavoidable weakness: Those put in the
positions of responsibility—as fallible,
sclfish human beings—will often seek
election, re-clection or higher office for
themselves more than they will speak
the truth, legislate or execute in a
manner that is truly BEST for the
people.

When the revolutionary European
politician Franz Josef Strauss visited the
Pasadena campus of Ambassador
College in January 1969, just days afier
Richard Nixon tock office, he met with
Chancellor Herbert Armstrong. Mr.
Armstrong recalled a question a guest
asked of Mr. Strauss: “What do vou
think was going on in Mr. Nixon's mind
as he was taking the oath of office?”
Strauss. without hesitation, responded:

“How to be reelected four years from

now. of course.”

Today, leading politicians wage
expensive and bitter battles leading up
to the Movember elections. Both sides
labor to show the other side’s ineptitude
al guiding the couniry; both sides are
highlighting their own qualities and
strengths; the presiding administration,
this close to November. will avoid
subjects il considers too sensitive for an
election vear. And why? All to GET the
office!

THIRD: A weakness in democracy.
borne out of this blessing of freedom, is
that our many freedoms can be taken to
immoral extremes and decadence. In
Anglo-American  democracy.  the
pluralist. tolerant approach is applied to
the point where “freedom of speech™
protects obscenity. pornography. vulgar
music and violent entertainment. and
where “freedom of religion” warrants
the complete removal of ALL religion
from public society.

This makes democracy potenuallv the

most fragile “of govemmental systems

Since national power resides in the
people, the nation as a whole is only as
strong as the individual character of its
citizens. Even America’s founders knew
that in order for this system to work.
those being governed (i.e. those in
ultimate control) had to be God-fearing.

upright citizens, or the system would

eventually self-destruct. In an address to
the military. John Adams said, “Our
Constitution was made only for a moral
and religious people. It is wholly
inadequate to the government of any
other” (Oct. 11, 1798). George
Washington said. “It is impossible to
rightly govern the world without God
and the Bible” (Sept. 17. 1796).

Critical to grasping this point is the
understanding that there is a devil who
deceives the whole world and is the
prince of the power of the air
(Revelation 12:9; Ephesians 2:2). The
Bible. God’s Word, shows us that Satan
is constanily broadcasting corrupt
thoughts, impulses and moods to
mankind (see article. p. 10). All people
arc subject to the invisible sway of
Satan the devil—and in a government
“of the people. by the people.” the
system becomes endangered when these
freedoms go unrestrained.

We must ask, if President Bush wants to
“change the world,” what is he going to
change it to? Would the world be such a
better place if it were cast in the image
of the United States of America?
Exporting our freedom means exporting
our violent  entertainment.  our
pornography, our vulgar music. and by
extension our family breakdown!
Democracy. despite its strengths. is ill-
equipped to bring the world the peace it
so desperately needs. And America, the
paragon of this  ideology and
governmental structure. is setting an
appalling example for a nation that has
it all—democracy. freedom, riches and
the power to spread it around the world.
Is this what the Iraqis need? They
obviously suffered wunder Saddam
Hussein’s autocratic regime. But is
democracy really the answer? Will that
solve the problems of the Middle East?
Do these nations need the chaos

installed by what equates to mass rufe?
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In Iraq, blood continues to be spilled in
the name of democracy. Is this a worthy
cause? Is it worth the lives lost? Can
demaocracy sicceed in the Middle Fast?
Is there a hetter sustein?
Rv Rvan \falone
Toppling a dictatorship is one thing.
Filling the leadership void with a
functionring government is an entirely
different matter. By the end of this
month. though. the United States plans
to hand over “sovereiguty” to the Iraqi
people. To what extent this will actually
happen remains to be scen. but the
current  U.S.  administration  is
committed to replacing ihe former
autocratic  regime  with—drum  roll,
please—democracy.

‘The establishment of democracy.
according to George W. Bush in a May

" | radio address. is a matter of life and
death. “The faiture of fragi democracy
would cmbolden terrorists around the
globe. increase dangers to the American
people. and extinguish the hopes of
millions in the Middle East.”
The American president predicted that.
as the June 30 deadline approaches.
“{Wle are likely to see more viclence
from groups opposed to freedom.” but

Nida-e- il

Lahore

‘Courtsy: The Philedelphia Trumpet June2004

the stakes for our country and the world
are high.”

President Bush. in his self-proclaimed
effort to “change the world.” is using
{raq as merely the starting point in what
his administration has termed the
Greater Middle FEast Initiative—a
pledge 1o bring the hope of democracy
to nations all over the Middle East. This
initiative has been called the “most
ambitions U.5. democracy effort since
the end of the Cold War™ (Hashington
Post, February 28). Including an array
of diplomatic. cultural and cconomic
measures. the campaign stands for free
clections. independent media. equality
for women and literacy. and would
provide financial booster shots to the
nations concerned.

This initialive to bring democracy to
Iraq and the greater Middle East is one
of the core goals of the Bush
administration. The reasoning is that the
world will be a better place if this
greatest-of-all-governments is
gstablished in nations that presently
threaten the stability of the world.

This ambition is not original with Mr.
Bush. Since Woodrow Wilson's post-
World War [ efforts “to make the world

“we will finish our work in Iraq because -safe for democracy™ the U.S. has been

A Ohristian Analpsis of Jresent Bay Bemorracy
@he Hinal Besting of @B Morly

on a quasi-crusade for what it considers
the best form of government. America
has long belicved that its “enlightened”
moral svstem of rule is the panacea
nceded to bring peace. prosperitv and
freedom worldwidc.

Is it not fitting then at this pomnt in
Middle East history to take a candid
look at democracy? Is it not fitting—as
this November President Bush himself
will come under the eve- of the very
svstem for which he crusades todav—to
ask how valuable this political ideology
is 1o the stability of the world? Can
democracy work in the Middle East?
Does it truly work in the U.S.? Can it
really work anvwhere? Is there a better
way to govern the affairs of humanity?
Democracy’s Non-Western Face
Whether democracy is an enlightened
form of rule or an abvsmal failure. it
should first be cstablished in this
context that democracy cannot retain its
“Westernism™ when applied to a non-

Western nation. This is somcthing
American  policymakers tend to
minimize. And it casls an ominous
clond over the current US.
administration’s  goal to  bring
democracy 1o Arab states.

For instance. democracy is often



