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draw exactly the same conclusions if we
compared the West with Latin America, or
sub-Saharan . Africa, or the Indian
subcontinent.

To compare regions from blinking lights
on Google’s switch board is not to
compare civilizations, and to single out a
lagging Muslim region when there are
many lagging non-Muslim regions is just
plain dishonest.

To make the comparison, we need not
forget the war and occupations a people
have- experienced. Besides touting Arab
development report, we would do well to
look at UN’s “millennium indicators” of
material well being. For instance countries
with the worst infant mortality rates;
nutrition patterns, poverty figures and
worst sanitation practices or either non-
Muslim or occupied by non-Mustims.[8]
Al Muslim societies are compared to the
so-called “open-societies” as if sustaining
tyranny is a fundamental principle of
Islam, not the US establishment. The anti-
Islam bigots forget the recent past of Haiti,
Greece, Chile, Brazil, Argentina,
Paraguay, El Salvador, Guatemala, South
Africa, Peru, Ethiopia, and many only

slightly  less  vicious  non-Muslim
repressive regimes — most of them
supported by the US.

Muslims’ failure in science, technology
and other fields is not the failure of Islam.
Their strange mental disease results from
the hypocrisy of proclaiming to be
Muslims and, at the same time, distancing
themselves from practicing Islam. Now
Muslims have diagnosed their problem
and they are struggling to overcome their
discase.

This is where the Western warriors come
in to push them back into mental darkness
through what they call the “war of ideas.”
This is a disservice not only to Muslims
but Americans and Europeans whose
blood and money are the main sources for
sustaining the war on Islam.

Americans need to come out of the
nfluence of ihe pleasing and powerful
lutlaby of the advocates of war. They want
a war in every conceivable form. Their
war infected mentality can be judged from
the fact that they do not mention debate,
discussion or dialogues over ideas. They
out rightly suggest war.

It should be enough to show that the war
is not for ideas, it is only for eliminating
the potential of an alternative to
globalization of tyranny (The End)
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View Point
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In America: The Enemies Within

Evidence for the argument that the
promoters of a war on Islam 1in the name
of war on “terrorism” and “ideas” have no
ideas except conjecture, lies in a lead
paragraph of Thomas Friedman’s unusual
6-part outburst on this subject. [1]

In his view the root cause of anger and
humiliation among Muslim youth s
“unemployment.” “A job,” he believes,
“gives people dignity and hope.” It might
be a great idea to Frums and Friedmans to
justify wars and occupations. For people
with cool heads, however, it is not even
conjecture.

It is a cover so transparent to hide years of
US-sponsored  occupations, repressions
and never ending hypocrisy. Under-
development and lack of employment
opportunities are but just two symptoms of
the way the submissive-to-the-US rulers
choose to keep their people on sidelines:
isolated and deprived.

If o1l is the driving force behind sustaining
the pro-US tyrannies in Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait and other Gulf states; survival of
Israel has been the main factor behind the
never ending repression in Egypt, and fear
of lran and Soviet Union behind
sustaining Baathists in lraq and dictators
in Pakistan. So, most of the Muslim world
suffers from repression for American and
Israeh concems.

Blaming everything on joblessness is a
great idea in the sense only that it
exonerates culprits in Washington from
the responsibility of sustaining repressive
regimes in power for so long.

The advocates of war rive a reference to
“repressive society” in the context of
“fewest opportunities for women and
youth” simply because they cannot blame
the existence of these regimes on [slam. It
is an  attempt to subtly link
underdevelopment with Islam — again
absolving Muslim sycophant rulers and
their sponsors of their guilt. The world,
however, knows that there is not even a
single country in the world that could be
rightly described as Islamic. Who in the
world  would  believe  Friedman’s
conjecture that “suicide bombers™ are the
result of exploding population and rising

Part - VI

unemployment rates. To justify his
sweeping statement, he argues: “You don't
Tun into a lot of South Koreans who want

to be martyrs.”
Just two days before Friedman’s flawed
analysis, ILO reported that global

joblessness hit record 186 million in 2003
and the hardest hit regions were China and
East Asta.[2] Total population of Middle
East, including Israel is 326 million, just
2.81 percent of the world population. It
means out of the 186 million unemployed
only around 5.2 million belong to Middle
East. According to a survey by Palestinian
Centre for Public Opinion Studies in Beit
Sahur, close to 80 per cent of respondents
condeoned suicide bomb attacks against
Israclis,[3] whereas, unemployment rate
was 18 percent in 1995 and stands at 30
percent today.[4]

Is it really unemployment that makes a
school going Palestinian youth rush
cagerly to his death? The advocates of war
might switch their argument to the
promise of 70 virgins in paradisc. But
what turns a 27-year-old professional,
working woman into a “suicide” bomber
for whom there is a job in this world and
no promise of 70 virgins in the hereafter?
In a joint paper with Jitka Maleckova, a

Middle East specialist at Charles
University in Prague, Krueger presents a
statistical analysis of 129 Hezboliah

militants killed during the late 1980s and
carly 1990s. These fighters, it tums out,
were morc likely to be above the poverty
line or to have secondary or higher
cducation than the average person in
Lebanon,

The authors also analyzed opinion polls in
Palestine to see whether the poor and
uncducated are particularly likely to
support attacks against Israclis. They
found that they were not.[5] In 1980 an
Egyptian social scientist interviewed jailed
*Islamist extremists™ and found that most
were educated and upwardly mobile. In
last winter's edition of the National
Interest, Daniel Pipes cites a stack of
evidence showing that “I[slamic militants”
are drawn mainly from the region’s middle
class.

To the contrary, the Chief warrtor of €
“ideas,” Friedman, tells us that Muslim
“forces of moderation, can only cmerge
from a growing middle class.”[6]

The answer, like se much in this
catastrophe, has nothing to do with
unemployment or poverty or class. It has
everything to do with dignity, or the need
to avenge the abuse of dignity, degraded
each and every day under direct and
indirect US occupation,

A Jewish Professor, Michael Neumann of
Trent University, Canada, concludes one
of his articles on “suicide™ bombing: “If
peoples have any right of self-
preservation, this is justified. Just as
Americans love to do, the Palestinians are
'sending a message” you really don't want
to keep screwing with us. We will do
anything to stop you."[7]

The same is true for every people pushed
against the wall for extinguishing their
identity. Kirk Russell rightly pointed ouf
m his Enemies of Permanent Things that
every living thing “prefers even death, as
an individual, to extinction as a species by
absorption into other species.”

That is what we observe in other Muslim
countries where puppet rcgimes are
condemning "extremism.” To  gain
Westemn sympathies, they refer to Islam as
if it is the root of poverty, backwurdness
and all extremism. The issuc isn't whether
Muslim socicties have failed to meet
certain standards, but whether their
failures are duec 1o cmbracing the
fundamentals of Islam, or there are people
who are worse off despite being non-
Mushims. The advocates of war are
comparing “lslamic” Middle East with
Western  Europe and  US.  After a
breathless summary of daily life in the
Arab world, Frum and Perle declare in
their book, “This fctid cnvironment
nourishes thc most venomous vermin in
the Middle Eastern swamp.™

First, we must note that it is not Islamic -
Middle East. It i1s just Muslim. Sccond,
such  comparisons lead eonly to
unsurprising truth that the West, which
actively colonized or occupicd the Middle
East for many years, did better. We would
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To exonerate the U.S. from its decades of
interventions, human rights abuses. murderous
sanctions and occupations, the minds behind
the war campaign are now trying to sustain this
barbarism in the name of “fighiing the war
against the lslamist totelitarianism threatening
open societies.” [1}

Unlike the secular totalitarians, none of the so-
labeled “Islamists” has vowed to bring a regime
change in Washington, Did they say they want
to change the lifestyle in Western society by
force? In fact, they cannot.

The reason is simple. As long as their own
societies remain occupied, corrupt and blind
followers of the material comforts alene; as
long as they don't have a model to present to
the West. no sane “lalamist” can even imagine
to hegin with reforming, let alone threatening,
Western societies,

zjumes Bovard coneludes: “There is no evidence
that Islamic governments or movements
threaten the survival ef America. America's
survival is far more likely to be threatened by
launching an endless series of religiously
motivaied unnecessary wars."[2)
Inn fact, the real friction begins when those who
want to throw out corrupt diclators end reform
Muslim societies are demonized as [slamists,
The war lobby realizes that the US-backed
repressive regimes have outlived their utility.
but the mueh needed reforms should not be
Islamic.
Warriors of the ¢lagh with Islam also know that
if Muslim societies are given opportunity to
live as they may like, they will prefer to live by
lalam rather than the US supporied Baathism,
monarchism, sheikhism or secularism,
The crisis deepens. when the warriors against
Islam have to promote democracy as well as
tactfully holding Muglims from expressing their
will in free elections. Unable to live with too
many Algerias, they have decided 1o live with
dictators like Mubarak and Musharral for as
long as possible; replace them with Karzai kind
of puppets when necessary: and impose
accupation ecouncils until the advisors for a war
on Islam make sure that a kind of constitution
and system is in place that will never allow
Muslims to live by Islam.
“Islamists” do not have ICBMs. They cannot
occupy ot transform Western societies through
suicide bombings as Fricdman would make us
believe, The only way they can threaten the so-
cailed open societies is to come up with an
alternative model of a just order.

Asg long as the promoters of a clash with Islam

Part-V

can deny Muslims this opportunity by
prometing divisions among them, they can live
safe and fat at the hacks and bucks of a
perfectly duped publie,

The public is asked to make the “war of ideas"
the central issue of upeoming elections in the
US.[3] What are the ideay, is unclear. What is
clear ig the resolve that they do not want to see
emergence of an Islamic State, period.

Once warriors of the Frum and Friedman club
succeed in their campaign that the "war on
terrorism™ and subsequent occupations are
nothing but & “war of ideas,” the world won't
see 90 many anti-war protester in the Western
street the next time their country go on a killing
spree for occupation. The reason: it would no
more be a war based on lies about weapons of
mass destruction, [t would be a war based on
lies about the ideas of mass destruction.

Ideas are not found or destroyed in plants and
hunkers, No UN team or David Kay would then
be able to expose the new generation of lies
about idees of mass destruction. The war would
thus go on tll completing globalization of
tyranny because there would be no mechanism
to confirm that the ideas they hate are now
dead.

If Frum Friedman & Company are genuinely
interested in a war of ideas, let them propose a
meratorium on the use of physical force for
meking an argument, Let them recall their
troops and ground their B-52s. Let us see the
power of their ideas without the support of
Tom cruises. Lot us see their power of
converting conjecture into “ideas” and ideas
into “terrorist philosophies” without the use of
daigy cutter and other banned weapons.

What i3 presented s a threat and anger of
Islamists is nothing but a reaction to the
deliberate American effort to deny a people
their right to real reform. Perle and Pipes are
presenting. what Naomi Kiein calls
“appointocracy,” as democracy and occupation
a8 liberation.[4]

It is absolutely not the gut middie-American
feeling that there should be a war to donfrom
the overblown “Islamvist” threat. This war is
sold to public on Lhe basis of exploited feeling
after 9/t1 and some vague definition of
terrorism. All this is now being wransformed to
a “war of ideas" to exonerate the establishment
and specifically steer the war towards
undermining the very way of life prescribed by
Islam.

Friedman calls it a “smarter approach than the
Bush's team” which has failed in properly
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mixing the fear of terrorism with the atill
under-constructionsthreat of the Islamic way of
life,

The intolerant advocaies of war ure seriously
struggling to “build # national consensus for
what's going to be a long cold-war-like
struggle” uguinst those who are working for
establishing an [slamic model. They huve yet o
prove how an Islamic way of life undermines
interests of the nan-Muslim states.

The advocates of war believe that with the
strategy of preemptive occupations, the US will
“nddress the misgovernance and pervasive
sense of humiliation in the Muslim world.” An
analysis of the ground realities contradicts this
conjecture.

You cannot address misgovernance of a
butcher by replacing him with a band of
butchers. Tyrunny replaced by tyranny remains
a tyranny. To ussess the resullant feelings of
humiliation, one only needs to ask these who
prefer to take their lives rather than living
under such tyrannies,

In short, bombing and killings is ne argument.
“Smashing someone in the fuce” as proposed
by Friedman is notl a way to spread idess, He
believes smashing Saddam and Tuliban has
“sent message (o every government in the
area.," Other than Iran, we don't se¢ any
government in the areas that is not slready on
its knees before Washington, Meost of them are
dependent on the US protective umbrella.

The target of terrorist approuch te inculcating
fear is the credible alternative to both the US
sponsored repressive regimes and the “free”
lifestyle that has taken upon itsell’ the killing
spree to preserve iself.

Friedman admits two renlities but explaing
none. He admits that the murderous
occupations  have  intensified  anti-US
sentiments, which he thinks sre cancelled out
by the sccoml reality: the dialogue among
Muslims “about the necessity of reform.” The
fact is that the so-called reforms are not only
meaningless but alse the second source of anti-
Americanism,

These who ingubale intolerance towards [slam
ure desperately struggling to hring democrats,
republicans and everyone else on the same
boat, just as they were at the sume wavelength
against communism. Friedman says: “Lord
knows we need it." The world, hawever, knows
that the resultunt globalization of barburism
will be in no ones interest. Imposing u way of
life on 1.3 billion people in the name of ideas is
no joke



