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View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

{c-mail: Abidjan{@tanzeem.org)

In America: The Enemies Within

Let's not mince words. Today, the
American policy toward the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is insane not
because the advocates of a perpetual
war on Islam consider that the U.S. is
doing nothing. It is insane exactly
because the U.S. has done far more than
casting vetoes and  sponsoring
occupation,

The only issue that helps the warriors on
‘Islam add some cbjectivity to their bias
upon bias is their admitting the
indefensible Israeli crimes against
humanity. They tell the unavoidable
truths with a grain of salt and then
expect a certificate of impartiality for it.

“Israel must get out of the West Bank
and Gaza Sirip as soon as possible and
evacuate most of the settlements”
sounds encouraging from Friedman’s
mouth. However, the “idea” loses its
worth when 1t is proposed in defense of
Zionism, not in favor of justice.
Friedman writes in his January 8
column: “Israel should withdraw...not
because Israel is wrong, but because
Zionism is a just cause.” When
“occupation is not wrong” and Zionism
i1s a “just cause,” let both the US and
Israel fight these causes till the last
breath.

To the advocates of endless war with
" Islam, Zionism may not be racism,[1]
but their shallow criticisms of US policy
and proposal for Israeli withdrawal is
also not worth a dime because the
proposal is only to stem the tides of
history turning against Israel.

Partial withdrawal is now suggested
only as a tactical withdrawal to avoid a
minerity from the precious shame of
enslaving a n@jority in its own land. In
Friedman’s view, “it is now an urgent
necessity” simply because “the Jewish
state is in peril” — not because the
Palestinians are suffering. They are
simply “gripped by collective madness,”
not Israel’s oppression. Great “idea.”
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More to come.

The major factor that makes Israeli
withdrawal “a  necessity” is fo
strengthen pro-American Arab
moderates” and “America's influence in
the Mushm world” So the little
surrender in Palestine is a “necessity”
for winning the overall clash with Islam
under the banner of war on terrorism
and ideas.

This is not a guessing game. The
“ideas” are coming directly from the
most reverend journalist in the US, who
tirelessly advises policy makers through
his columns and talks in Washington. It
clearly shows how occupation of Arab
lands has been used to cow Arabs for all
these years and how a symbolic
withdrawal is now envisaged for fully
occupying the rest of Muslim lands and
mind.

After aiding and abetting [Israeli
atrocities for all these years, Friedman
suggests with a sense of urgency that
Israeli withdrawal “can't happen too
soon, and the U.S, should be forcing it.”
Why? Because he is scared of the “three
dangerous trends” which will make it
happen regardless of the U.S. wishing or
forcing it.

The trends identified by Friedman are:
“population explosion” which will
shatter the myth of their following
democratic ideals; “the worst
interpersonal violenice ever between
Israelis and Palestinians” showing
determination of the Palestinians not to
cave in to occupation despite all peace
ploys and atrocities for making it
acceptable, and “an explosion of Arab
multimedia — from Al Jazeera to the
Internet,” propagating the reality behind
cooked up reports.

The alternative sources of information
are the real force that has made the
advocates of perpetual war lose their
monopoly over opinion making. It is not
that Arab media explosion and internet

is feeding biased images. It is that New
York Times, CNN, etc can no longer
conceal the fact that the biggest threat to
human existence is Zionism.

The proposed Israeli withdrawa! will not
be a cure-all simply because it would
not be in good faith and despite hinting
to Clinton’s deal, it is highly unlikely
that any of the five Isracli “nos” for a
peace treaty with the Palestinians will
change to yes: no withdrawal to the pre-
1967 boundaries; no (full) withdrawal
from East Jerusalem; no (complete)
dismantlement of Jewish settlements; no
right of return for Palestinian refugees
and no additional army west of the
Jordan river.

So, the proponents of a clash with Islam
are racing against reality. On the one
hand, they are making tall claims of
pluralistic democracy for justifying
Iraq’s occupation and to the contrary
desperately trying to preserve Jewish
identity of Israel.

If Friedman is so much for “a decent,
pluralistic, self-governing entity”[2] in
Irag, why is he losing his sleep over the
thought that “Israel will become a non-
Jewish state”?[3] It is a marked
contradiction in two consecutive pieces
of the same series published just two
days apart. 1t smells of the cleverly
hidden racism in the veins of the
promoters of the “war of ideas.”

Just as land for peace deception was
used in 1991 to ensure Muslim support
for an armed coalition and repealing a
UN resolution, a symbolic Israeli
withdrawal is once more on the cards to
achieve strategic gain in the war on
Islam. In Friedman’s view it “will strip
the worst Arab leaders of an excuse not
to reform” and disarm completely.

To think America would wash away its
record of hypocrisy with little
concessions on the Israeli front and win
the clash with Islam is a truly dangerous
fantasy. (to be continue)
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During 2004, the world is going to
witness a remarkable struggle in Iraq.
On one side, it is going to see the

_United States struggling to impose a

secular regime as per advice of the
promoters of war. On the other side, it
will see the struggle of the Iraqi
people to get rid of the U.S.
occupation and live by Islam under a
truly representative rule.

Three obsessions led the U.S.
making the strategic mistake of
occupying Iraq: i) settle personal
scores with Saddam, ii) control natural
resources, and most importantly, iii)
cow other Muslim states into total
$ubmission.

The US did not realize the extent of
Iraqi’s desperation after living under
Saddam’s godless rule and the US
murderous sanctions for years. It
made the strategic mistake of
occupation as a result of looking only
at Iraq’s weakness and international
isolation.

The godless regime of Saddam could
go even to kill its people for Israel,
just as it did so to please the US with a
decade long war on Iran. The U.S.
could have avoided the hard job of
sustaining occupation, provided its
administration had mustered enough
sanity before giving two green signals:
one to Israel on June 7, 1981 to attack
Irag’s nuclear facilities and other to
Iraq shortly before August 2, 1990 to
invade Kuwait.

The US is now destined to fail in
achieving a “huge boost” for the
promoters of “the war of ideas”
because it cannot establish half as
godless a rule as the world witnessed
under the Baathists. Those who scoff
at the concept of power in Islam don't
know what they're talking about. But
those who think this is a done deal

mnto
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don't know its requirements in Iraq
and elsewhere.

If Iraq is going to be made to work as
a model of secular “democracy,” the
world will have to accept being
reasonably  hypocrite  like  the
advocates of clash with Islam. It will
have to settle for its second-best
dream — a return to secular tyranny
— in order to avoid the first-class
nightmare of modem age: an Islamic
Iraq. That is what the world has

exactly done .in the «case of
Afghanistan.
The US is destined to fail in

convincing Iragis with the twisted
logic that they should accept a system
that “does not mandate Sharia law as
the constitution,” but accepts Islam as
“the official religion of the state and
...an important basis for legislation
and govarnancc:.”LlJ

Do you see the confusion: Islam is the
“basis for legislation,” but there is no
place for Shari’ah. This confusion is
not even conjecture, let alone idea.

Even the “moderates,” whom
Friedman wants to promote as allies
of the West, admit that Shari'ah “is
the essence of Islam.” Mugqtedir Khan
stressed this point in his PBS debate
with Daniel Pipes in 2003,

The warriors have vet to take some
time off their promoting a war within
and on Islam to explain how Islam
could be a source of governance and
legislation without any reference to
Shari’ah. It proves that the classifiers
of Islam, the scare mongeis of its
threat, are not even aware of its ABC.

Leaving some “moderates” aside,

Muslims will never accept Islam’s
“symbolic place in governance.
is obligatory that they live by it, not to
use it for symbolic purposes. By now

they have taken enough lesson from
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their groping in the dark for the same
reason of limiting themselves to
slogans and symbolism.

For the advocates of war, it is very
easy to quote a Muslim writer out of
context to give the impression that
like all Muslims, Iragis “are not
brothers — there are problems [they]
inherited from...history and social
makeup.” But it is very difficult to
show Iraqis united under the bammer
and with the bond of much trumpeted
secularism.

In short, the serious threat to the US
struggle in Iraq is not the “Baathist
thugs” or “Islamists,” but the advisors
of war to the US administration. What
they now promote as freedom and
democracy are well exposed covers
for hiding the crimes of the US
establishment against humanity and
the real objectives behind the direct
occupations.

According to Frum and Perle, “We
must discredit and defeat the extremist
Islamic ideology...the great evil of
our time, and the war against this evil
[is] our generation’s great cause....
There is no middle way for
Americans; it is  victory or
holocaust.”4

What the warriors on Islam’s way of
life need is total solution
annihilation of a people. If Hitler
could not succeed in this kind of
struggle, no one will.

Can these promoters of war accept
their responsibility and share in the
U.S. crimes against humanity? If they
can, we will witness a break in
hostilities and may see an end to the
so-promoted “clash of civilizations.”
If they can't, they will keep the U.S.
bogged down in the Iraqi and other
quagmires of occupation till the
shortest lived empire breathes its last.




