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iew Point

Abid Ullah Jan

(E-mail: abidian@tanzeem.org)

Muslims get no sympathy, should they care?

If some Muslims miss the global antipathy

People at the helms of affairs in the
West do not like Muslims. And the
Muslim “moderates” know why: the
world loved Muslims just a few years
ago, and then Osama bin Laden and
Muslim "extremists” blew it.

“When the former Soviet Union
occupied Afghanistan and when Serbian
monsters  were killing Muslims  in
Bosnia, virtually all the world was with
us,  most of the self-proclaimed
“moderates” argue. "But those moments
of universal goodwill were squandered.
Muslims have somehow squandered the
international sympathy, goodwill and
solidarity with oppressed Muslims by
failing to win the “war of ideas™ against
Muslim extremists.”

It 1s pure fiction that pro-Muslim
sentiment was either squandered due to
Al-Qaeda’s Jihad on America or lost
under the rule of “moderates™ who
failed to flush out extremist from their
societics. It never existed. FEnvy for
Islam, resentment of the power of its
faith, hatred of our its potential to
overcome evil has been a staple for
centuries, but most particularly since
victory in the cold war was made
possible only through using the power
of its faith — when books on the
concept of Jihad against oppression
were printed on Omaha, United States.

Bill Clinton was the most
accommodating, sensitive,
multilateralist  President one  can

imagine, and yet we know that the US
agencies began the planning for Sept. 11
precisely during his presidency. Clinton
made humility his vocation, apologizing
variously for African slavery, for
internment of Japanese Americans, for
not saving Rwanda. He even decided
that Britain should return the Elgin
Marbles to Greece. A lot of good that
did us. [slam, however, remained the
target.  Taliban were  demonized,
sanctions  apainst  Irag  remained
enforced, Middle East “peace process”
remained a process to extend and

consolidate  occupation as  ever.
Madeline Albright said the price of
taking lives of half a million children in
Iraq is worth the prize that Bush now
came to win. All this happened at the
height of the Clinton Administration's
hyperapologetic, good-citizen
internationalism.

Moreover, it is unseemly, even pathetic,
for the so-called leaders of Islam to pine
for apology on the day America lay
itself bleeding and wounded with full
complicity and foreknowledge of the
attack. This is to carry into Muslim
governments' policy a pathology of
their  domestic  politics the
glorification of victimhood and the lust
for more privileges from the West for
acting as bulwark against “Islamic
extremism.”

It is not surprising that having set up at
home a spoils system in the Muslim
world that éncourages every puppet
dictator  to  claim  even  greater
victimization than the next, “moderate”
Muslims should lament the fantasy that
Muslims  did not seize  and
institutionalize our collective
victimhood of Muslim “extremists.”
The anti-Islam personalities in the West
apparently likes Islam when they are on
their knees before a power such as the
former Soviet Union and the Muslims,
in turn, are on their knees for Western
help to fight enemies of the West. From
that the “moderates™ deduce a policy -
Muslims should remain on their knees,
humble and supplicant, and enjoy the
applause and "support” of the West for
fighting against its perceived enemy
after enemy.

This is not just degrading. Tt is a fool's
bargain two  Muslim  countries
occupied and thousands dead for a day's
worth of nice words and a few million
dollars. The “moderates” would forfeit
Muslims®  freedom of action and
initiative in order to get back -— what?
Another statement from Bush and Blair
that this is not a war on [slam? To be

toward Islam, they are in denial,

retracted as soon as Muslims stop
playing victims of “Islamic extremism”
and stop playimg American mercenaries
against their own Muslim brothers in the
US promoted “war within Islam™
Sympathy is fine. But if Muslims
"squander” it when they resist invasions
and occupations and prevent the next
crop of dead in yet another Muslim
land, then to hell with sympathy.
Charles  Krauthammer believes the
world hates the US for its wealth,
success, and power. Perhaps that is why
it has taken lives of thousands of
Americans at home and abroad to get
the Mustim wealth in the Middle East.
In reality. Muslims have the power of
their faith which despite surrender on
every front have saved them from
surrendering to the Zionist power like
the Western establishments. Muslims,
undoubtedly. arc on the defensive at the
moment. They. however. are fortunate
o be victims of superior weaponry
alone. Real sufferers are Western
leaders and institutions which are
victims of superior Zionist nind.
Muslims cannot win for losing. They are
widely reviled as enemies of the West,
yet in the 1980s they engaged in a
combat to rescue the West from an
enemy which it could never engage in
an open warfare.

The search for logic in anti-Islamism is
frurtless. It is in the air the world
breathes. Its roots arc envy and terror in
the heart of the oppressive pawns,
engaged in violence for Zionists - —who,
despite claiming for modernity. have
failed. and find their one satisfaction in
despising  resistance o the  double
standards of modernity and freedom.
While claiming, it is not a war on Islam,
they give it a rest for a few moments,
Big deal.

The Nation February 14, 2004
Abid Ullah Fan’s latest book, The End

of Democracy, has just been released

in Canada.
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-AXis of Pragmatism

The new Spanish government’s decision to
go ahead with plans to pull its troops from
Irag constitutes the most pragmatic
moment we've faced since 9/11. It's what
happens when sanity faces the Axis of
lying tyrants and deceivers.
Let's start with the Axis of Liars. The
world is told that it is up against a terrible
nihilistic enemy. To cover their crimes
against humanity, the world is told to
think about what the “Islamist terrorists”
are doing. Iraqi’s resistance against an
illegal invasion and occupation is called
needless killing to fail the US. Those who
resist the bloody American occupation are
_presented as the extremists, fighting so
- Iraq collapses into civil war, so even a
glimmer of democracy never takes root in
the Arab world.
This axis of Liars is supported by the
advocates of war who complain that the
“pigheadedness of the Bush team” and the
“softheadedness™ of his few allies did not
assign enough killing troops to Iraq.
Ignoring te see the vesult of Israel’s
disproportionate  power  against  the
Palestinians for more close to 40 years, the
advocates of war insist that more troops
are needed to *“build a new irag,” and
prevent “foreign terrorists.”
The US did not take a lesson from history
and it is destined to fail despite Paul
Bremer's “heroic success” in helping the
hand picked lragis sign a mock
constitution. The US will lose it. When it
did, it will not be due to the Pentagon's
nability to secure Iraq. It will be due to
the Hes which the war infected
“intellectuals have been telling the policy
makers for years now. They have been
telling them that the US troops will
receive a red carpet welcome. They were
told the whole world will march with the
US in its misston to “civilize” the Muslim
waorld.
These promoters of war now admit the
reality. Thomas Friedman in his March 18
colurmnn in the New York Times concedes:
“As Spain proves, we had a few friendly

governments, but most people in Europe
and Asia have never been with the Bush
team — especially when it continues to
insist that we are going to find weapons of
mass destruction in Irag to justify the
war.”

Despite this realization, the pigheadedness
does not give way to pragmatism.
Friedman suggests: “It's time for the Bush
team to admit it was wrong about this and
move on.” Is it s0 easy that you go on a
killing spree, kill thousands upon
thousands of civilians, occupy a country,
enslave its people and then just say sorry
for the lies “and go on.” Go on where?
And, with what authority? After
committing such crimes against humanity,
no one can keep going on. The culprits
face trial and receive due punishment.

The advocates of war never stop repeating
the lies that support the Axis of Liars.
Friedman continucs to repeat the lie that
the war on Iraq was imposed “to depose
the genocidal Saddam regime in order to
partner with the Iraqi people to build a
decent government in the heart of the
Arab-Muslim world — because it is the
pathologies and humiliations produced by
Arab misgovernance that are the root
causes of terrorism  and  Muslim
extremism.”

The best word to describe this line of
thinking is rubbish. It is the smokescreen
used to hide the US injustices and full-
scale sponsorship of tyrannies and tyrants,
and their ¢crimes against humanity.

Spain is planning to do something
pragmatic: to try to listen to the argument
of the oppressed by pulling Spain's troops
out of [rag, calling the occupation “a
fiasco™ even though the Axis of Liars call
the bloodletting a “democracy-building
project.”

The Axis of Liars are trying to present the
Spanish decision as appeasement to
terrorism. Appeasement to the real terror
is what General Musharraf in Pakistan is
doing. Real terrorism is that of which even
the causality figure are not available.

Irrespective of the exact figures, the
responsibility for the deaths of at least 100
Iragis civilians to a more credible 35,000
can be pinned on to the United States and
United Kingdom. By American military
admission itself more than half of the
30,000-strong Republican Guards, which
incidentally was 250,000-strong at the
beginning of Gulf War [, were wiped out
in the Daisy Cutter attacks. Unofficial and
unconfirmed estimates peg the casualty
figures at close to 200,000.

This is terrorism, not to speak of the
casualties from the 12-years genocidal
sanctions. It is this kind of terror that
forces timid leaders, such as General
Musharraf, into killing their people in
hundreds, thinking they are embracing the
lesser evil and saving them from dying in
thousands. Therefore, the Spanish vote
will not be remembered as an act of
appeasement, but of cleansing the world
of tyrants.

The notion that UK, Pakistan, etc can
scparate themselves from the United
States” onslaught on the Muslim world in
the name of democracy and modemization
by withholding their support in the fake
war on terror is a fantasy. Bush, Boykin
and others have called it a crusade and
they want to fight it that way.

Continued killing of our own people,
turning parts of our countries in Gaza and
West Bank and supporting the US in its
war on Islam weuld only bring to mind
Churchill's remark after Chamberlain
returned from signing the Munich pact
with Hitler: "You were given the choice
between war and dishonor. You chose
dishonor and you will have war."
Remember Musharraf preferred dishonor
as a result of the “with us or against us”
threat from Bush. See, he is now killing
his own troops and his own people. We do
not need US to attack and weaken us. That
is how pragmatism gives way to the Axis
of Liars on the other end of the werld.
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