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Interestingly, while receiving influences, he
had also begun reacting to that environment
and that traditon in a positive and
constructive way. At -this stage, he
represented, as it were, to quote Sidney

‘Hook, “a type of interaction in which the

individual receives influences from the
historic. sphere and is molded by these
particular .influences while he in turn exerts
his influence upon the historic level.”

True: in terms of personal talent,
political and intellectual leadership and
concrete  achievements, Jinnah had
contributed a good deal to the formuylation of
the concept of Pakistan. Yet this formulation
could not have taken place but for the
influences, legacies and “supports” from
Indian Islam he had received in terms of
traditional values, political forces, ideological
orientation, institutional entities and mass
response.

- And he generated an astonishing mass
response, if only because he was highly
empathetic to Muslim yeamings and had
opted out, as against Maulana Azad {1899-
1958), for the Muslim Ijma on the issue of
Muslim individuality in India's body politic.

- And in opting out for Muslim consensus,
Jinnah had fulfilied a critical Hegelian test of
a great man, a zeitgeist which requires him
to perceive the needs of his time and to
succeed in translating them into. political
action. This point has been elaborated and

made more explicit in Hegel's classic

formulation of the relationship of a great man
to his age, which, according to E.H Carr, has
not been bettered. It lays down that “The
great man of the age is one who can put into
words the will of his age, tell his age what its
will is, and accomplish it. What he does is
the heart and essence of his age; he
actuaiizes his age.” _
And in playing out that role superbly in
the momentous decade of 1937-47. Jinnah

. became, as it were, the crystal in the

crucible of Indo-Muslim leadership since
about 1800, and the Quaid-i-Azam, first of

~_Muslim India and, then, of Pakistan.

(The writer was Founder Director of the
Quaid-i-Azam  Academy, (1976-89), and
authored Jinnah: Studies .in Interpretation
(1981), the only work to qualify for the
President's award for best books on the
Quaid-i-Azam).

After “A. WAR ON ISLAM”
_Abid ullah Jan presents new book

FHE END OF DENOCRACY

The book shows how exploitation of
democracy leads to the continuation of a
culture of violence, descended from the

| dictatorial attempts to fully dominate people as

subjects; and how it operates to rely on a
philosophy completely at odds with human
nature and its quest for justice. The book looks
into a system that best addresses all human
needs and weaknesses,

From the Reviews of :
Dr. Israr Ahmad, Founder Tanzeem-e-Islami:

“Francis Fukuyama was very arrogant
when he wrote it was the end of history
following the collapse of the Soviet Union. I
believe that assertion is very well challenged
by Abid Ullah Jan with his. “The End of
Democracy” theory.

The author explains the alternative but
avoids spoon feeding through making explicit
statements such as Islam is Democracy or that
True democracy is to be found in Islam.
Through pointing out some key differences
e.g. Divine Rights Vs. Humnan Rights; Human |
Rights vs, Duties; sovereignty with Allah
(SWT) vs. the people, etc, he compels readers
to use their intellect and reach the conclusion
as to what is the logical alternative to the failed
manmade governing mechanisms.

The author exposes the centuries old
vested interests, underlying “Democratic”
systems. He also assesses the validity of
Muslim claim that God sent His Last Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) with His Final Message,
the Qur’an, to establish the system of social
justice based on it and show the practical
model to the humankind. The book is an
attempt to show the suffering humanity a
direction towards salvation......"

Ayub Azhar Hamid, National Director
Canadian Islamic Congress : _

“A thought-provoking work that points
towards solution for the problems caused by
the failure of secular democracy.....”
Distributors for Pakistan :

Al-Faisal Publishers, Urdu Bazar Lahore
Tel : 7230777
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The overt Islamic strain in the definition
above gets reflected and invoked in his other
pronouncements during the period as well.
For instance, he told the Karachi League
sescion on December 26, 1943, “it is the
Great Book, [the] Quran, that is the sheet-
anchor of Muslim India. “This was reaffirmed
in his address to the Punjab Muslim
Students’ Federation on March 19, 1844:
“Our bedrock and sheet-anchor is Islam....
Islam is our guide and complete code for our
life" In a like vein, the Frontier Muslim
League conference was told on November
21, 1945: “The Muslims demand Pakistan,
where they could rule according to their own
cultural growth, traditions and Islamic laws.”

Interestingly, although Jinnah's
pronouncements were, for some obvious
reasons, couched in general terms and in
simple language, they often contained
profound truths in Islamic terms. Consider,
for instance, this excerpt from his speech at
an Aligarh reception on March 8, 1944”

“....Pakistan started the moment the first
non-Muslim was converted to Islam in India
long before the Muslims, established their
rule. As soon as a Hindu embraced Islam he
was {an) outcaste not only religiously but
also socially, culturally and economically. As
for the Muslim it was a duty imposed on him
by Islam not to merge his identity and
individuality in an alien society. Throughout
the ages, Hindus had remained Hindus and
Muslims had remained Muslims and they
had not merged their identities- that was the
basis for Pakistan.”

This, however, is not the place to
discuss the historical fallacy or discrepancy
in the quote above. However, was not this
foreboding threat of Muslims losing their
identity and individuality in the Hindu
cosmos among the bases of the Waliullah
movement in the mid-eighteenth century
India? Again, was not this principle the prime
motivating force behind Sayyid Ahmad
Shahid's  (1786-1831) Jihad movement
against the Sikhs in northwest India in late
1820s and early 1830s? Besides, how does
a people manage to keep intact its identity
and individuality? Merely through political
supremacy? If that be the case, then Indian
Muslims should have lost their identity when
they lost out to the British in the political
realm during the century ending with 1857,
Likewise, the Jews should have lost their

identity and individuality during their long
diaspora. This means that a people’s identity
and individuality are retained not so much by
the exercise of political power- though it
does contribute a good deal towards their
retention — but by standing steadfast to their
distinctive culture and civilization, language
and literature, art and architecture, names
and nomenclature, sense of values and
proportion, legal laws and moral code,
history and traditions, and in sum, to a
distinctive outlook on life and of life: ie a
weltanschauung.

Hence Jinnah would tell the Frontier
Muslim Students Federation on June 18,
1945, "Pakistan not only means freedom
and independence but the Muslim ideoligy,
which has [got] to be preserved, which has
come to Us as a precious gift and treasure
and which, we hope, others will share with
us.

“Istamic principles, “Jinnah asserted at
the Prophet's (PBUH) birthday meeting in
Karachi, on January 25, 1948, “have no
parallel..... No doubt, there are many people
who do not quite appreciate when we talk of
Islam...... Islam is a code for every Muslim
which regulates his tife and his conduct in all
aspects, social, political, economic, etc,”

And he told the State Bank of Pakistan
on July 1, 1948. “| shall watch with keenness
the work of your Research Organization in
evolving banking practices compatible with
Islamic ideals of social and economic life.. ...
We must work our destiny in our own way
and present to the world and economic
system based on (the) true Islamic concept
[s] of equality of manhood and social
justice.”

As the feregoing discussion indicates,
Jinnah had, of course, started out, as most
other Muslim leaders did, as a secular
palitician, But from 1937-38 cnwards, while
playing out his historic role as the Quaid-i-
Azam of Muslim India, he gradually moved
towards an Islamic position. He began
accepting influences from the environment
and from the historical realm so far as
Muslim India’s cultural and ideological
tradition was concerned. This is indicated
by, among others, the fact that his
pronouncements  bristled with  Islamic
sensibility and symbolism, and that he kept
his dialogue with fellow Muslims within the
unified framework of Islamic postulates.
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The shift in Jinnah’s political discourse

It is not usually realized that when Quaid-
i-Azam Jinnah took up the daunting task of g
athering all the eighty million Muslims on the
All India Muslim League's platform in 1936,
he had to shift the nature of his political
discourse somewhat. This because from the
ambassador of Hindu-Muslim-unity’s role he
had donned during the 1910s, he had opted
for the difficult, and still somewhat undefined
and uncrystallised, role of a standard bearer
the Muslim cause was desperately in search
of. Previously, he had strenuously worked
for a united Indian nation comprising Hindus,
Muslims and others under a nationalist
canopy and dispensation. For now, he had
to strive for creating and crystallizing a pan-
Indian Muslim community and constituency,
without which the playing out of the new role
he had set for himself would for ever remain
elusive, distant, unfulfilled.

As for the foregoing discussion indicates,
Jinnah had started out, as most other
Muslim leaders did, as a secular politician.
But from 1937 onwards, while playing out his
historical role as the Quaid-i-Azam of Muslim
India, he gradually moved towards an
Islamic  position. After 1937  his
pronouncements, . brisfed  with  Islamic
sensibility and symbolism were basically
inspired and induced by Allama lgbal
through his letters to Jinnah.

This role, inter alia, called for a shift in his
political discourse, obiiging him to opt for
Islam as a cultural metaphor. And this was
obviously indispensable, if only to touch the
hidden springs of emotions of peopie at the
mass level, emotions that had organically
and deeply lain ingrained, in their social
consciousness over time. An analysis of the
emphases and emphasis in his discourse
during the epochal 1937-47 decade makes
this all too obvious.

First, with his definition of (separate) Muslim
nationhood, and his delineation of the basic
principle underlying the Pakistan demand,
Jinnah had argued the case for Pakistan at

two levels. First, he invoked the universally
recognized principle of self determination to
solve the problem of nationalities in a
particular geographical region a la Woodrow
Wilson. This was meant to couch the
demand in terms of modemn political
parlance and an universally accepted
political framework, at least, since 1919. He,
however, stipulated two conditions, which
were specific to the Indian Muslim
demography and orientation. First, in his
marathon talks with Gandhi in September
1944, he |aid down that the constituency for
the plebiscite to decide upon the Pakistan
demand would comprise only the Muslims,
and not the entire population of the areas
concemed. Second, he spelled out his
reason for reaching out towards the
"Pakistan” goal in his Lahore (1940) address
in somewhat ideclogical terms: “We wish our
people to develop to the fullest our spiritual,
cultural, economic, social and political life in
a way that we think best and in consonance
with our own ideals and according to the
genius of our people.”

Likewise, his definition of Muslim
nationhood, designed to fulfill the nationhood
prerequisites in the West, as adumbrated by
Ernest Renan in his famous essay on
“Nationality” bristles with deep ideoiogical
overtones. “We are a nation, “he wrote to
Gandhi on September 17, 1944, “with our
distinctive culture and civilization, language
and literature, art and architecture, names
and nomenciature, sense of values and
proportion, legal laws and moral code,
customs and calendar, history and traditions,
aptitude and ambitions; in short, we have
our own distinctive outlook on life and of life.
Incidentally, of all the definitions of Musiim
nationhood offered since the time of Sir
Syed Ahmad Khan, this was the most
eloguent, the most cogent, the most closely
argued, and the most firmly based in
international law and on the ground reality.)
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