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Muslims living in Canada and
Palestine, for example, cannot have
the same kind of behavior, nor are
they bound to follow the same

" principles  of their religion.
Muslims resisting Israeli and
American occupations and

~ aggression in Palestine and Iraq, or
Muslims living in Canada are
supposed to be egually moderate
for their being Muslims, but they
have to foliow different principles
of Islam for interaction with their
respective OPPressors and

benefactors. And this must not be a -

ground for their classification.

The same is true with regard to
expressing one’s views. A Muslim
who - condemns oppression and
njustice against Muslims does not
become an extremist by default
because it will  undermine
credibility of wmany impartial
western analysts such as Robert
Fisk, Noam Chomsky and John
Pilger. By this standargd, all anti-
war protestors would also become
extremists.

The Majority of Muslims is in the
middle of the “Mulla” - and
“Moderate” extremes. In the West,
they are totally silent because they
have wrongly assumed if they
speak, they will be targeted.
However, the problem is that their
silence is going to cost them dearly.
The outspoken and opportunist of
them have cleverly surrendered to
the reigning power and ideology of
the time as “moderates.” For the
rest, the option is clear to either
follow the suite, or raise their voice
without any. fear of getting labeled
as extremists and inform the
Western public as to why Manjis,
Musharrafs and other similar
opportunists are not moderate at all.
The “moderates” are not selling
ideas. Otherwise who can tell the

‘idea of appointing Israelis and

American as judges of the faith and
fate of 579,000 Muslims’ is worth
publishing on the op-ed page of the
leading daily in Canada. They sell
themselves and publication of such
inanity confirms they are sold in
the hot market for any commodity
of their kind.

The fear expressed is that Muslims

canndt “embark on career,” can no
longer “apply for” good jobs and
cannot do business as usual.
However, how can one think of
giving up faith and submitting
oneself to Israelis and Americans
just because he cannot do business
as usual' due to injustice and
creeping tyranny. There is a
difference between being moderate
as a Muslim -— a requirement of
faith — and being “moderate” for
doing business as usual in the
West. '
Uncritical submission to the US-
Israeli double standards at all levels
does not make one moderate in
Islam as well; nor is a Muslim’s
resistance to submitting before the
worldly gods a sign of extremism.
The former is opportunism and the
later is much lighter refusenik-ism
than the one in which “moderate”
Manyji is engaged. :

Elmasry in a way agrees with the

AIEY

invisible persecution of Muslims.

and proves that the problem lies
with  Muslims  alone. The
governmemnt policy in Canada also
shows, for example, that the unjust
Security Certificate has so far not
been issued against any non-
Muslim. _

Instead of asking for exposing the
real culprits behind events such as
9/11,, the neo-cons of Christianity
and the neo-mods of Islam are
coming up with more creative ways
to condolidating tyranny in the

Western world. With this we can

safely conclude that the days of
democracy are numbered if the
trend continues like this.

Concluded October 15, 2003
NOTES

[1] See Dawn October 12, 2002.
While talking to Islamabad-based

journalists from Muslim countries
on October 09, Pakistami dictator

-General Musharraf told them that

in the OIC meeting in Malaysia he’
would “float” the idea of

“enlightened moderation.” When

simple moderation outlives its
utility, “moderates” have to come
up with new products which could
help them sell themselves
effectively.

[2] “Detained man suspected of al-
Qaeda links says his cell in Toronto
jail is too cold,” Jeff Gray, Globe
and Mail October 15, 2003 - Page
A6 Url:
http://www.globeandmail.com/serv
let/ArticleNews/TPStory/LAC/200
31015/ UHASSWA//7query=hassan
The news arrives when the scribe
was in the Middle of this article.
Accordingly, “a Syrian-born man
suspected of terrorist links and held
im a Toronto jail for two years
without charge was on the 16th day
of a hunger strike yesterday,
accusing officials of keeping his
cell too cold. Hassan Almrei, 29,
was detained on Oct. 19, 2001, and
accused of having links to al-Qaeda
based on secret evidence from the
Canadian  Security Intelligence
Service. His lawyer successfully
challenged an attempt to deport
him to Syria, but he remains in
solitary confinement at the Toronto
West Detention Centre.”

Courtesy The Nation October 18, 2003
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View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

abidjanitanzeem.org

TWISTED DEMOCRACY REACHING CRITICAL MASS

The confluence of the forces of
tyranny mn the Western world.
fueled by neo-cons of Christianity
on the one hand and the neo-mods
of Islam on the other, threaten to
extinguish the left over light of
freedom and hasten the demise of
democracy in much of the Western
world.

Neo-moderates or neo-mods are the
Muslims who in their zeal to make
themselves acceptable to the West
cross all limits of sanity and stages

of “libcralism™ from liberal to
moderate, ultra-moderate.
enlightened moderate and neo-

moderates. Persons such as this
scribe are on the run from Western
sponsored tyrants ruling masses in
the Muslims world under the cover
of “enlightened moderation.”[1}
However, witnessing the worsening
situation in the West at the hands of
co-religionists of such tyrants. one
wonders 1f he is really protected or
he is out of the frying pan of a
minor tyranny into the fire of
twisted democracies inching
towards a pertect tyranny.

One of the latest examples is an
article, Stamps of Approval?, in the
Globe and Mail (September 30,
2003) by of a proud-to-be-moderate
Muslim. In this article president of
the Canadian Islamic Congress,
Mohammed Elmasry. recounts how
Muslim population in Canada “still
lives under siege.” Many Muslims
are languishing in custody under
the notorious “Security
Certificate,” deprived of the due
process of law and even access to
evidence against them.[2]

However, Elmasry goes on to
suggest how “liberal democratic”
Canada could turn the emerging
signs of its tyrannical tendencies
mto a pertect tyranny.

No one knows how much Hitler

would have appreciated the 1dea of

categorizing  all adult Jews and
puting tags of “good” and “bad™”
on them. This way he would have a
much  better  justification  for
exterminating Jews in batches. with

intervals and with cooperation of

the rest of the Jews for saving their
skin. Hitler could not avail this
opportumity, Nevertheless, Elmasry
presents a similar idea to the
Canadian government. He
proposes to “form an independent
panel  of experts” for issuing
“spectal "moderate” cards for all
Muslims in this country, whether
citizen or not.”

Interestingly, he proposcs the panci
to have “one Canadian. two
Americans, two Israehs and two
representatives  from the Mushim
applicant’s country” on it. Paling
the Taliban's idea of asking Hindus
to wear  yellow  bhadges by
comparison. Elmasry suggests that
“each adult Muslim in Canada
would have to prove to this panel
that he or she 1s a ‘moderate.”” The
cards would “only be valid for one
year” and Mushms would have to
reappear before the predominantly
Israeli American panel for renewal.
The author feels that the idea might
sound “outragcous or at least far
fetched™ to many Muslims and
that’s why he qualifies it by putting
quotation marks around the word

moderate. However, he makes the
point and even tf the idea is not
apphied in Toto today. it is the
mevitable  destiny  of  Muslims
living in the West in one or another
form of racial profiling.
classification and segregation.
Although the author does not
mention about the fate of those who
would be rejected by such a panel.
but everyone can sce therr fate to
be worse than what Hitler did 1o
Jews. It 1s already happening, i the
most modern ways, It is another
matter # we do not {eel it like
Germans m the Hitler's age.

Let us be clear that being moderate
or otherwise are patterns of human
behavior. Faith has nothing to do

with it, cxcepl  someone’s
extracting Justification trom

religious prineiples according to the
sittation.  Onc  cannot  remain
aggressive or passive all his life,
under all kinds of circumstances,
Just hecause of his/her
“misinterpretation”  of  religious
principles. We must not associate
these  patterns of behavior with
onc’s faith or the sources of faith,
because they do not teach one to be
unnccessarily  aggressive  or 1o
remain passive irtespective of the
circumstances.

Even the Christian principle of
“turning the other cheek™ of the
born-again Christan (Mr. Bush)
could not sustain in the face of a
single “attack™ - 911, It is najve
to expect human beings to remain
i a single state of mind in the face
of obvious tyranny as well as true
liberty.




Regd. No. LRL -50

P el o= TN
S uﬂd&;;juif' f. cJ?Uﬁ&ﬁ”MGﬁﬂ%l A I L BHS '
i il I 3 » i
S p g Ww i @Dl @gda |1
30424 160 7] 4a50rkus i 100 st ; 4;:4140%/:‘;,420013
(-“J‘ T T T e / S - SN S s e e %
e i e I D o T e T T T o
- i . ’ ; . - E: -5
f}ifg Jf%ald:WJuW_g ) uﬁm_@/f."‘}. e }hﬁg{_{r;&/tb{u@@u{f E;
H TuwULb.. Jﬂﬁi@@uﬁu&rm A1 paddeiioloer | it
e Iy be oy
zﬁ% ﬁa %MMQ USSP s *, @M 490 @ sl g;&i
iﬁgf Lan oru..fw.».mau‘u_;w 2487 Et ';:} 120424 2,404 ﬁj‘i
3#3E] .' ol i N
Hok TS ”&ﬁ%ﬂ#ﬂ%"%*w TR EE e o
P e e e e e o oy el -?;
*{«% F%K #.': 17k 5".{ df 'd}"u‘l‘ - 3;%%
5 e idle Qs [ sl e gyl o P KAk 5%
:ii MDA i ;E sz BVt Teur il o Sl gii
; w (@f g " s o
: Sa i (S 5 S Btz o] ol Apmscass %;*;
. o % % e
; S 9 E’fﬂ &2 1204 e ¢_,,1ooj-’;i&u
l e - i ai:ﬁ i
' g3 R %%‘, %*%4 %*ﬂt& R o | [T o e R %
%f/i&gﬁg*vf %?; ; *% Fa A?Q% 5 T T R %) %@”@*i*i
nr sl * 0 qud/ /,1,.5) » ’% B B SIS T 2 s s Efzi

T T

KA

_ z\%ﬁ q_énxhﬁ;ﬁhﬂ&ﬁ[}/{jzﬁ

I
-

’bl?? Gl 4 i rﬂ{ '
7 * A € o U
g“ 4145 G :1. i L:U40 ﬁi A_:J1Of‘lﬁ«“.—’Lf|Lu20J(m:ib-l :;:::
A L —t b Sy L e I e e P gt o "* -

:/ T &%%ﬁi @ 3@*@* % liﬁ*\%* ;f’& o %j% vceﬁr«rt
S g I e i L, ﬁ; m*'_,}i* NN J_‘iz%% b
e 5:#_?;; P . _ en 1
% ; . W He . .;J.._f 'JWMWJV’%U'G‘-’! o+ Agsﬂlbl)ul‘o)di Wi e \i,}*
%4 A B L ol . BCLC Rt ¥ . o
i § 3 - 1 /f 3 il ii o :-; z ;L{u,:,ng Py ._g\i e
£ k. &y S 2 B
gﬁ‘% plia @ 5m pha pDludd ;ff; O 7 K&; (/(IU' x M 7 4
] ‘ ] ‘ e o, #
f}i’i ";—1130(';.‘.-’5%.;;60‘_)’5_-,9((! E #'j Ly'lﬁrlsufl:"Lu:BSJl;Jl;’ ;% < .10 W(:i i
*_i* N NN LN, i g *»k*iﬁ’qm_,ﬁ&xﬁx%axﬁﬁﬁ;E’#_P*:l%-bl b N N, SR LN 3?;:;
:‘2\3{‘ € s - L sof . H g"f'-;%
‘+| 5869501-03 /u;_muas bJANIBKUT Lo IS sl g e 3
R — - - T el
”B{%f)ﬁ x)t%fag ﬁ%*&i&*ﬁ%;*% @1*#%34‘” *¥*-}&ﬂ?¥%¥; ﬁ‘;#‘; ’ﬁk*ﬂﬁ'ﬁ*/%%& e
3 ’&‘ F ot #* e \a% 4\% # IQ;:*&{; ' %%%i% 4*%*
jﬁ ek ‘-‘.: i rﬁl:-ﬂk:ﬁlbz "f‘ St i } Ki’-@* % Sf: 3 }*‘\& 3k ‘)ﬁ' % N \‘ e




