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v oar permanent. Peoples or

: HEONS grow nselory
Dofsaeh things. There were mans
= tte opast who did not allow
cthers 0 beliove m somethmg which

© considered us the Trath.

ad oot
Howmewer, thov are now niere names!

<0 Verse 2860 goos an to explam:
The (materaly thimgs which ve are
aiven are hut the conveniences of thes
life and the ghtrer thercof; but that
which 15 with Allah s peter and moie
endunng. will ve not then be wise?”
No wise soul will be abserbed in the
fallacies of new standards and negleet
the permanent rewards, or will hesitate
for a moment 1l 1t comes to be a chowe
between them,

Without getting contused in the twisted
logic such J4s onc has w be Amercar
Muslim or Mushm Amencan, we negs
to asks Are <o ine coneepts of human
nghts, freed = of oxpression, frecdom
for women 1o tnhent and own property;

foilow their own rehgious
pehiefs the principles of Islam? Is
ali goodress of being an
Ameroan - re-nucsagzed under ditferent

abeis - ottt ems i fsiam?

peopie to

not

Being a ¢ond Musim i3 not a threat,

Being a good Musiim will make a
person good atizen of any country.

wrnoourg motmue 1o their faith
SN never wue tooany state or
rustworthe Stzens of any country,

People

e

I Mushms are not gead Mushms, it
does ot mean that [slam s redundent
and we should look for standards other
than the standards of Islam. If we are
not good Mushims, 1t does not mean
that a person who refuses to accept the
Quran as "final meanifesto of God”
should hecome “practicing Mushim”
and an atheist become a "moderate” for
the West. The more Muslims run away
from lslam (which the real Mushms
wifl dol. the more  only
renouncing Islam would become the
only option for them to be phvsicalls
safe and mutenally blessed o ther
Western sanctuares.

never

The most important  trouble  waith
Mushms  thier total silence a2t the
Western media’s projection of athiests,
rejectionists of Prophet Mubhammad
{(PBUH) as  the Last  Propher

reroctionists of the Qurian as the final
muanitesto of Allah and those who lead
wiv and lesbn perudes (Manpy as
Model Muslims, This is the night tme
for - Muslims  to let nen-Mushims
understand thar 1slam is not o label that
anyvone may use to hide his malicious
mtentions of undermimng slam. The
Woestern public has to understund at
leust the nunmumal enterta that a person
hias to fulfill betore gqualifyving as a
Mushm,

NOIES

[ Danicl Pipes, "[Moderate] Voices of

23

=0,

Islam.” New York Post, September
2003,

2. See, publisher's note on Irshad

Manpr's lutest book, "The Touble with
Islam.”

3. Bemg a Mushm, one has 0 be
moderate. While talking about "people
of the book.” Al-Qur'an refers to those
“who observed the Torah and the
Gospel and that which was revealed
unte  them from their Lord,"  as
"moderates” {Al-Qurian 3:.63-66).

There
show

are numerous  Ahadith which
that  Muslims need  to
moderate not only in their attitude,
dealings and  day-to-day  affairs, but
also 1in their refigious matters. Abu
Huraira narrates Muhammad (PBUH)
as saving, "The good deeds of any
person will not make him  enter
Paradise” unless he is "moderate in
(his] rehgious deeds and do the deeds
that are within [his] abibity” (Bukhari,
Val 7, book 70, Hadith 577).

be

At another occasion. Allah’s Apaostle
said. "The deeds of anyone of vou will
not save vou (from the (Hell) Fire)."
The companions asked, "Even you
(w1l not be saved by vour deeds), O
Allah's Apastle? He said, "No, even ]
(will not be saved) unless and until
Allah bestows His Merey on nic.
Therefore. do good deeds properly,
sincerely and moderately.” (Bukhari,
Vol 8. Book 6. To Make The Heart
Tender -Ar-Rigag- Hadith 4700}

Avsha reports at yet another occasion.
Propbet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “Do
good deeds properlv. sincerely and
moderately and know that your deeds
will not mzke vou enter Paradise, and

that the most beloyed deed 1o Allah's s
the most regular and constant even
though it were bitle, "¢ Shahih Bukhar,
Vol 8, Book 7o) After going through
these, who can deny thar Muslims can
nover be Mushms of they are not
moderate.

4. Ihid. publisher's note.
3. 1bid. Pipes.

6 Ishtina Ahimed moderator Astapeace
(an clectrome discussion group),

comments on Lareh Fatuh and Nargis
Tapal's article "Do toes of gay

an

marrrages simply fear joy selt?” the

Toranto Star, http: www thestar.ca”

NASApp ey ContentServer!pagenamec
ledeotd= 10632381 2873 & call pagerd
S TOE8Y3SAYNTL ol LO11789333350

7. This statement rgnores the fact that
Isfam s o umversal rebigion and all
Mushms are on regardless of their
colour, ereed, place of abode, eto, Fhey
not  consider  fate of  Muslins
suffering in one part of the world
different from the Mushms enjoving
hfe m another. MusTines m one part of
the world cannot 1gnere the plight of
Muslims in other parts of the world
simply  because  such  a moral o
otherwise support will make them lose
thewr  benefits.  Prophet Muhammad
(PBUHD said, "You see the behevers as
regards  then bemg meraiful among
themselves and showing love among
themselves and being kind, resembling
one body. so that, if any part ol the
body 15 not well then the whole body
shares the sleeplessness (insonmmia) and
fever with 11," (Vol 8, Book 73, Good
Manners And Form (Al-Adab). Fradith
040, (Shahi Bukhart) Narrated By An-
Nu'man bin Bashir).

do

Fo become Amenican Mushms, the
new standard  calls on classifving
Mushims and agnoring the fact that

Muslims resemble one body. They are
one body no mwore. Shaht Muslim alse
reports in Book 32 under Virtue, Good
Mamners. Hadith 6201 "Nu'man b,
Bashir reported that Mushms are il
ane body of a person, 17 the eve s sore,
the whole body aches, and o the head
aches, the whole body aches”

M




View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

(e-mail:abidjan@tanzeem.org)

The Trouble with Muslims

For Muslims living in the West, therc
are some interesting new standards in
the making, Accepting these standards
is  becoming necessary  for  their
existence as equal citizens, Both
Mushms and ron-Muslims are busy in
setting these standards. Unlike the
unquestioning acceptance by a few, a
majority of Muslims is embracing these
values due to the fear of their outright
social rejection as “"fundamentalists”
and terrorists."

To pick from the long list of cxamples,
look at the new model of an acceptable
Muslim in the Western world. Irshad
Manji is a role model for the rest of
Musiims to follow. Having applied all
the new standards, author of The
Trouble with Islam, is now considered
"a practicing Muslim," '/ who, in fact,
believes that "an uncritical acceptance
of the Koran as the final manifesto of

God" is one of the "disturbing
cornerstones  of Islam."™  So, the
message is: follow  Manjil, stop

believing that Qur'an is the "final
mantfesto of God" if you want to be a
modem "practicing Muslim,"

This is just one pre-condition. The list,
In fact, grows longer every day. | have
been pointing out that even explotting
the term "moderate" is not the
sufficient as that is not the final frontier
or the ultimate surrender. A Muslim
cannot be a Muslim without being
moderate.['! However, "Practicing
Muslims®  like  Manji  calls the
exploiters of this term as “so-called
moderates” and equates them with
"fundamentalists" for their sharing a
"sense  of  spiritual supremacy. "
Interestingly,  "sages" like Pipes
consider even atheists as moderates.”™}

The confusion also grows all the while.
According to the latest standards, the
self-proclaimed  moderates have
become so-called moderates. Atheists
are. moderates and refusenicks are
practicing Muslims. All the rest are

"fundamentalists” and

terrorists,

potential

According to the new standards you
don't have to be silent to be tolerant.
You rather have to be bold enough, for
example, to "question  the taboogs
against gay rights"l® and you must
"embolden  [fellow] Muslims to
question their faith."

Above all, an interesting  weakness
identified by learned Muslims in the
Muslim community living in the US is
their lack of American-ness. For
putting  American  in  'American
Muslim," Mugtedar Khan suggests in
his September 7, 2003, article in the
New York Times that for American
Muslims “the interests of [their] sons
and daughters, who are American, must
come before the interests of [their]
brothers and sisters, whether they are
Palestimian, Kashmiri or Iragi.” He
concludes, "Only then will Muslims in
America become American
Muslims. "

Irrespective of going into details of
questionmg  the  validity of these
statements, the bottom-line is that it is
not distance that forces Muslims in the
West to ignorc message of the Qur'an
and Hadiths to forget about brothers
and sisters abroad and focus on sons
and daughters in the West. It is the
soctal environment that has come into
shape after years of anti-lslam
campaigh in many visible and invisible
forms. As a result, if Muslims are ready
to live by the yet evolving new
standards for them, they are most
welcome. Otherwise, they should go
live where they may like, but not
among Manji's and Daniels,

As far the acceptance of standards,
which arc contrary to even the straight
forward injunctions of the Qur'an and
Hadiths, is concerned, this is not the
first time in history that a pcopie are
indulge in this practice due to multiple

status, losing green cards and above all
the opportunity to live in the West. The
cxpectations are what Pipes described:
"celebration by governments, granis
from foundations, recognition by the
media  and  attention  from  the
academy.”

Many peopic in Makka cxpressed the
same fear felt by many Muslims in the
West today. They told Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)  that they
understand the rcality and the Truth,
but if they abandon their peoplc and
accept the Truth, they shall lose their
hold on the land, and other people will
disposscss  them (Al-Qur'an 28:57),
The answer to this fear is manifold and
Muslims under similar circumstances
today must keep it in mind.

L. The places which Muslims consider
as safe sanctuarics will not remain so
Just because of their acceptance of un-
Islamic standards. It is Allah who
keeps them safe and securc. Obeying
Allah's word will strengthen Musiims.
Secking Allah would not humiizate or
weaken them.

2. The next verse (Al-Qur'an 28:58),
expluins, if you reject the truth just for
the fear of dispossession  and
displacement, do not think these places
would remain safe sanctuaries for you
because of the security guards or duc to
showering of gifts and bencdictions by
the non-believers, Allah has the power
to punish you with the non-believers:
"And how many populations We
destroyed, which exulted in their life
(of case and plenty)! now those
habitations of theirs, after them, are
deserted,- All but a {miserable) few!
and We are their heirs!"

3. Your rejection of the Truth and
acceptance of the yet evolving new
standards might be for honours,
celebrations, awards, grants, ete, In that
case, do not forget that such material
gains and the comforts for which you

fear such as losing job, losing social abandon Divine standards for life are



