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a normal process in the life of a society. But westernization is the
adoption of an alien culture. It is indeed possible to remain
fachful to one’s own cultural traditions and simultaneously
welcome change or modernity. Muslim liberal thinkers in South
Asia and the founding fathers of Pakistan successfully
incorporated modemmn ideas of the West within the Istamic culture.
In realiry, Pakistan is a product of the fusion of new Western
ideas with Istam.

The confrontational theories of civilizations are based on
unvertfied facts. The theoreticians have not paid enough

attention to the recent past or contemporary history of the
Muslim wotld which contains different nanon—states, 1s governed
by different political systems and guided by different politcal
interests. While i1 1s rich 1n resources, it 1s not uruted. It cannor
pose any threat to the West.

‘The main concemn of the U. S and 1ts Western allies in the
Muslim Middle East is the preservation of Israel, even if they
have to redraw the map of the Middle East. Therefore, they feel
threatened if any Muslim state acquires military strength,
Pakistan’s nuclear capability has been termed the “Islamic” bomb
hecause there is an apprehension in the West that if nuclear
technology falls into the hands of extremists or is transmitted to
any other Muslim state like Iran, Iraq or Libyz, it may be used
against Israel. On the other hand, Israel’s significant but
undeclared nuclear capability is tolerated and indeed accepted
with equanimuty. ’

There is ne real possibility of a general clash berween Islam
and the West at present. But if the terronst activities of some
Muslim militants against the all-powerful U.S. lead her to retaliate
by launching missile attacks or carpet-bombing on Mushim states
like Iraq or Iran, instead of picking up the culprits by other
means, then the libera! Muslim governments are lkely to be
destabilized by the spill-over effects of war. The overthrow of
these governments may lead to their replacement by extrermist
clements and the fragmentaton of these states.

Although in the past fifty five years Pakistan has dnifted away
from the ideals of the founding fathers, the preponderant
majority of Pakistani Muslims has always been moderate by
temperament. They subscribe to the liberal view of Islam
propounded by Jinnah. They believe in cultural pluralism and
peaceful co-existence with others. But since the past two decades
they are being held hostages by the extremist minority that has
cmerged with the encouragement of the military dictator Zia-ul-
Haq, who exploited them as his own power base. The Islamic
idenury of Pakistanis is a strong emononal link berween them and
the rest of the Muslim world. They are deeply concerned with the
merciess killing of innocent Afghans and Tragis, who had

nothing to do with terronsm, by the invading U.S. army, the
systematic genocide of the Palestnians bv Israel with US.
support, and the atrocities being committed ayainst Muslims in
Kashmir to which the international community has wurned a blind
cye.

It 1s unfortuna’ ; that the repeated military coups in Pakistan
have not allowed dynamic democratic leadership to develop in
the past. Pakistanis are capable of developing their polity along
the lines envisaged by the founding fathers if the democratic
insttutions are permitted to flounsh without impediments
created by the outgoing military regime which on every occasion
results in power being transferred to the same elements who had
carlier been responsible for causing a break down of the

democratic dispensation. The politicians quartel. The army takes
over. The politicians agitate for restoration of democracy. The
army transfers power to them, The polincians again quarrel. ‘The
army again takes over. Even if it is clumed that the cult of
personality has been suppressed, that polincal parties will be
encouraged to gain strength, and that opportumties will be
provided to the educated, intelligent and ralented young men and
women to paracipate in the politcal progress and e¢conomic
development of theit country, the same feudal anstocracy,
cottupt bureaucracy, remnants of the colonal past, oppormunist
industrial magnates and drug barons, with a different face,
collude with the “fauji” wielders of power and step in since all of
them have a common interest that the status quo should prevail
Pakistan 1s trapped in a vicious arcle. Progressive, educated
and committed individuals, who could contribute to the
devclopment of Pakistan, are constrained to consider other
avenues of developing their potennals such as nugratng to
countries which would provide them better opportunities. If data
is collected regarding the numbers of young Pakistaus who
annually apply for citizenship abroad, it would become evident
thar those who have the potental of being leaders of the new
generation are contemplating abandoning this country to its
misfortunes, since they see no likelihood of their being able to
participate in bnngmng in 2 government which represents their

wdeals. The low turn out at the polls in clecuons is also indicative
of the fact that the majonty of Pakistanis have lost faith 1n the
manner 1n which the electoral process 15 conducted.

The process of accountability on every occasion is selectively
exercised, and even those who come within its net, are at liberty
to enjoy their il-gotten gains by surrendering part of these to the
prosccutors who are legally permurted to share the recovered
spotls. A new power elite has emerged which s our to dominate
the polinical, cultural and economic scene with the vast resoutces
at 1ts disposal collected through dubious methods.

Unless a system is evolved whereby honest, commutted and
cducated individuals are enzbled to participate in the governance
of the country and development of stable democratic institutions
that can ensure the avalability of oppottunity tw every citizen to
develop his/her potental, the poliical independence that has
been artaned by the establishment of Palustan will remain an
lusion.

The founding fathers and their generation have long since
departed; the following generation has failed to discharge
honourably the trust that was reposed in them. Pakistan 1s not a
fatled state; it 15 1n the hands of a failed generation.

Pakistan stands on a crosstoad. Its only hope of salvaton is to
entrust the new gencration with the responstbility of managing its
affairs. Pakistan has vast human and matedal resoutces; 1ts
tdeology is derived from a hberal, humanistic and cgalitartan
viston of a state, which is to be run according to modem,
democratic and Islarnic ideals wnterpreted on the basis of “Ijtihad”
in every sphere of the collective life of the people of Pakistan. It
1s the responsibility of those who wield power to persuade and
encourage the educated and dedicated young men and women to
grasp this opportunity to fulfill the dream of the founding fathers
of Pakistan.

* Excerpt taken from "ISLAM AND PAKISTAN'S IDENTITY"
By : Dr. Javid Igbal *
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Three major events in the recent past

Dr. Javid Igbal

At this stage, three questions are relevant. First, why does the
West regard the Muslim world as its new enemy? Second, why are
the so-called fundamentalist Muslims opposed to the West?
‘Third, how did the reformist Muslim thinkers, particularly from
South Asia reconcile Western ideas with Islam and thercby
advocate peaceful co-existence with the West and other
civilizations?

The West’s antagonism toward Islam dates back to the times
of the Crusades. The tnemories of Muslim rule over Spain, the
fall of Constantinople, the siege of Vienma, the Christian defear at

Gallipolis and numerous other such incidents make Westerners
feel perennually threatened by Islam. When new challenges
¢manate from “militant” Islamic factions, it only exacerbates this
feeling,

Three major events in the recent past have raised the Western
apprchension of a new Islamic resurgence: 1) the Iranian
Revolution, 2) the Islamist success in Algerian elections, and 3
the Taliban victory in Afghanistan. The image of an aggressive
and revolutionary Islam, that believes in a fusion of the spirinual
and the temporal, that recognizes no tertitodal boundaries, that
cuts across continents, nations and races and, like Christianity, is
the only other global teligion, becomes a matter of great concern.
As a proselytizing faith, Islam is projected as a catalytic force
destined to achieve ultimate triumph and universal acceprance.
s 2 universal ideology, Islam by itself is a challenge to the West’s
conviction of its own dvilizational superiority, climed on the
basis of secular humanism, and its ultimate victory. Against this
background, according to Shireen Hunter, “Islam is the ideal
candidate for the new enemy figure that will fill the gap created
by the fall of Communism (The Future of Lslarr and the Wesh.

Muslims’ collective memory of Western domination is more
recent and fresh. Specifically, the roots of their rage are found in
the past three centuries of humiliation under the expansion of
Westem imperialism from Africa to the Middle East and to South
Hast Asia. The creation of Israel aggravated the humikiation of
the Arabs especially when a large number of Palestinians were
expelled from their homeland. In Muslim eyes, the U.S. military
support enabled Israe! to inflict defeat after defeat on Arab
States. Similarly, the support of anti-people rulers like the Shah
of lran and encouraging Sadat at Camp David to make sweeping
concessions to Israel, the Gulf War, the continuous blockade of
Iraq and its periodic bombardment during the last ten vears and
the denial of democratic rights to “Islamists” in Algeria are some
of the many irritants which cutrage Muslims. The slaughters of
the Muslims in Bosnia, Kashmir, Chechnya and Keosovo, in
addiion to a large number of Muslim refugees leaving their
homes in these countries, have been generally blind-sided by the
West, I\f;rcover, Muslins are convinced that the U. 8. and her
allies have double moral standards where Muslims are involved.
"The Linited Nations’ resolutions against Israel are always ipnored
while those against 1raq are immediately implemented.

When inspectors of the UN team headed by Hans Blix
reported thar there were no Weapons of Mass Destruction or
Chemical Weapons in lrag, President Bush and Bridsh Primne
Minister Tony Blair declared unilaterally that they would affect a

regime change in Iraq. Their justification being thar: Saddam was
oppressing the masses; he had Weapons or Mass Destruction;
and he was harbouring terronsts.

“Operation Iraq Liberation “{OIL) was renamed “Opetation
Irag Freedom” and “Coalition” forces arbitranly launched an
invasion of Iraq during which they indiscriminately used
Weapons of Mass Destruction against the innocent Iraqi
populanion. This so called pre-emptive action which was taken
despite the protests of almost ali the members of the United
Natons has set a horrific international precedent whereby any
state possessing adequate Weapons of Mass Destruction would
be ar liberty to invade any other sovereygn state with impunity on
the pretext that it is pr -emptive action. It is pertinent to note
that the Pentagon had announced that only the US has the nght
1 control post-war Iraq since its forces have rendered
mnumerable sacofices during the war. This exposes the malafide
intenoon of the US of recovering Its entite war-cost and
bolstering its economy at the expense of the innocent and
wretched Iraqi people who have already undetgene immense
suffering first at the hands of Saddam and then his “successors”,
the Coaliton forces. ,

On the one hand the US policy-makers persistently ignore the
daily excesses perpetrated by the Isracli forces aganst unarmed
and helpless Palestinians and on the other they are “rushing” to
free the Iraqes from the purported excesses of the dictarorial
regime of Saddam. Ant-war rallies around the world have refuted
Hunntngton's hypothesis that the future conflicts would be based
not on political ideologies or economics but on clash of cultures.
The conflict in Iraq is clearly based on economic expediency. In
short, naked aggression in the garb of pre-emptive action and the
duplicitous conduct of the US and her allies are substantiaily
responsible for engendering aggressive extremism in Muslim
countties.

These extremist groups call their militant stuggle “fihad™
which is misinterpreted by the Western policy-makers as an
aggressive “terrorist” holy war to destroy Western civilization.
The Islamic concept of Jihad means “to put in effort” or “1o
struggle” to achicve 2 desited objective. Militarily, it is war which

_€an be waged only by an Islamic state against those non-Muslims

who are: enemies of Muslims, have forcibly occupied Muslim
territories, are subjecting Muslims to oppression, there exists no
treaty of peace between Muslims and them, the nature of war
must be defensive and finally, there must be chances of winning
the war. :

However, if different groups of Muslim militants rise against
their Non-Muslim Opptessors in a predominandy Muslim
country, then even if it is called Jihad, it is essentially a national
struggle of freedom. Such is the case in the Indian-held Kashmir
ot in Palestine, where wars for national freedom are being waged
to regain lost territoties and political rights.

In reality, a large number of Muslims all over the world who
stand for peaceful co-existence with the West and other
civilizations have either accepted modern idess or have reconciled
them with Islam. The liberal-reformist Muslim  thinkers
differentiate berween modernity and westernization. According to

them, modemization is the recognition of the factor of change as




