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et to schools,

forced the Allies to halt the attack and
eventually to give up virtually ail the
tervitory they had captured. Eisenhower's
actions make clear that he understood
that American interests lay in a stable
Middle East and an Israel confined to its
1949 borders.  Immensely popular as he
was, Eisenhower was largely able to
shake off the pressures placed by the
Jewish lobby on Congress and the
Executive. His relative independence was
virwally the last such example in
American history,

In the 1978 "Litani Operation,” Israel
established firm controt over the Wazzani
River. which flows into the Jordan, as
well as almost the entire length of the
Hasbami River. And in the 1982
"Operation Peace for Galilee,” the entire
length of the Litani River camc under
Israeli control.

To the first governments in Israel,
Lebanon seented an obvious early target
in part for its important water resources
and in part because it seemed politically
weaker than the other neighboring Arab
countries. But Israeli plans for Lebanon
had 1o be postponed unnl after 1967.
israel was dependent on France for arms
supplies and could not have acted openly
against France’s wishes. The end of
Franee's colonial war against Algeria and
De Gaulle's growing impatience with
[srael's arrogance led to the termination
of the French-lsraeli special relationship
in 1967, and 1o its substitution by the
exclusive U.S.-Isragl one.

The Lebanese Civil War (1975-1990)
cost about 100.000 lives and destroyed a
vital secular government and civil society
that is still reeling from the onslaught.
Christians were pitted againsf Lebanese
Moslems. and the situation was further
complicated by the presence of 350,000
Palestinians and the PLO. Israel’s
contribution to the war was massive.
Israeli attacks on Lebanon began as early
as 1968 and continued through 1982 and
after.

“Before the Lebanese army
disintegrated in 1976, it had given a
figure of 1.4 lIsraell violations of

Lebanese territory per day from 1968-
74" According to author Rosemary
Sayigh, such “attacks continued to
escalate and were a major factor in
bringing about the Civil War of 1975/6.7
The twin ascendancy of the right-wing
regimes  of lsracli  Pnime Minister
Menachem Begin and President Ronald
Reagan led to the brutal 1982 Israeli
invasion of Lebanon that claimed an
estimated 17.000 to 19,000 Lebanese and
Palestinian lives. the great majority of
whom were civilians,  The pretext for
the invasion was the threat to lsraeli
security by PLO cross-border raids and
shelling. But even at the time, observers
were quick to point out that the border
had been quiet for eleven months due to a
ccase-fire negotiated by Reagan emissary

Philip Habib. Indeed the months of quiet
made the lsraclis desperate for a pretext
to begin the war. If Israch sceurity was
not the reason for the I[sracli invasion,
how are we to explain it? Once again the
documentary ecvidence reveals that the
[sraeli campaign against Lebanon was
undertaken for political and not security
purposes.

lsrael's two-weck bombing campaign
against Lebanon in July 1981, a prelude
to the 1982 war, is an extreme case of
Israeli terrorism. The episode is also an
instructive example of the divergence
between 1U.S. and Israeli policy goals in
Lebanon. The U.S. was interested in a
stable Lebanon in order to pacify its Arab
allies, and to beat back the Soviet
chatlenge in the region. In direct
opposition te American policy objectives,
Prime Minister Begin and Defense
Minister Sharon were determmined to
destabilize Lebanon and create a puppet,
Christian-led government.

The highly sensitive issue of dual loyalty
arises when U.S. and Isracli Middle East
policy objectives  diverge and when
elements in the U.S. prefer Isracli
interests over and above U.S. interests.
Indeed. in such cases, the term dual
loyalty is something of a misnomer in
that it tends to suggest a balanced
approach while Israel’'s partisans in the
U.S. invariably prefer Israel’s interest
over and above America’s,

The resignation of Alexander Haig in
1982 is evidence that the Reagan
adminisiration’s  irresponsibility  in
raising no effective objections to Israeli
cxcesses in Lebanon had limits. The U.S.
government at that time was sufficiently
flexible and rational to pull back when it
was necessary and was able to focus on
the simple idea that a peaceful Middle
Fast was in American interests. Today, a
similar awareness is evidently lacking.
The disappearance of the Soviet Union as
a counterwcight to U.S. interests in the
Middle East has allowed the current U.S.
regime a free hand to ally itself
completely with the Sharon government’s
repressive and brutal policies.

Prime Minister Sharon has used his
political skills to unite the Isracli public
behind dramatic restrictions on the ability
of the Palestinians to pursue civil life.
Despite the current incarnation of the
“peace process,” inaptly named the “road
map,” never have the Palestinians been so
threatened by Israeli policies. Through a
combination of intimidation and etfective
use of the Israeli lobby in the U.S. and
the complete subservience of Congress,
Ariel Sharon, for example, has not been
called to account for the March 2003
bulldozer murder of Rachel Corrie, a
U.S. citizen, who was one of three
international peace activists killed or
seriously wounded by the Israehi army
within a month's time.

Palestinians cannot g

businesses, or pursue normal economic
life. They must face checkpoints without
end, “targeted assassinations,” tanks,
sharpshooters,  F-16s and  Apache
helicopters in their population centers. A
“security wall” currently being erected in
the West Bank is gobbling up thousunds
of acres of Palestinian olive groves,
farms, factories, and 1s affecting hundreds
of thousands of Palestinians in a hundred
villages or communities located in
between the wall and Isracl’s 1967
borders or nearby. Al this while the
world focuses on the “Road Map” which
many observers view as little more than a
distraction and a public relations ploy.

It scems clear that the [sracli government
will continue to do everything it can to
prevent the replacement of Palcstinian
infrastructure destroyed by the IDF in the
West Bank during their Spring 2002
campaign.  Without reconstruction,
without a viable economy, what can the
future possibly hold for the Palestinians?
An indication of what the Israelis have in
store for the Palestinians, is the
uninhibited talk of “transfer” even by a
member of Sharon’s cabinet.” As
prime minister, Sharon knows bctter than
to espouse such views. However, n
1988, as trade minister and member of
the inner cabinet during the first intifada,
he warned that the Palestinian uprising
“would lead inevitably to war with the
Arab states and the neccssary expulsion
of the Arabs from the West Bank, Gaza
and the Galilec.”

Many observers feared that the war on
Irag might have provided a sufficient
screen for the mass expulsion of many of
the more than 3.5 million Palestinians
living in the occupied territories. But
\srae} was not attacked and the American
advance on Baghdad was so rapid that no
opportunity was provided for mass
expulsions. Nevertheless, time is on the
side of the Israelis and they are masters
of creating and making use of
opportunities. After they were forced by
President Eisenhower to return the Sinai
and Gaza in 1956, they waited until the
political scenc was primed in 1967. Once
again time is on their side as the “war on
terror” continues and U.S. policy makers
continually make threats against Iran and
Syria, both high on Istacl’s cnemics hist.
Prospects for peacc scem stim and
growing slimmer. One indicator of the
difficulties that lic ahead is National
Security Adviser Condoleeza Rice's
comment in Tel Aviv in mid-May 2003.
Ms. Rice said that the “security of Isracl
is the key to the security of the world.”
As one close observer of right wing
influence on U.S. policy put it, this goes
far beyond even the “neocon claim that
the sccurity interests of the LS. and
Israel are identical.”

Curtsy: www ameu.org
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In the Beginning, There Was Terror

Much of the history of terrorism in
today’s Middlc East has been thrust down
the Orwellian memory hole due to the
highly effective campaign over the past
50 years to suppress information
prejudiciat to [sracl.

Blowing up a bus, a train, a ship, a café,
or a hotel; assassinating a diplomat or a
peacc  negotiator;  killing  hostages,
sending letter  bombs;  massacring
defenseless villagers — this is terrorism,
as we know it. In the modern Middle East
it began with the Zionists who founded
the Jewish state. |

Israel’'s original sin is Zionism, the
idcology that a Jewish statc should
replace the former Palestine. At the root
of the problem is Zionism’s exclusivist
structure whercby only Jews are treated
as first-class citizens. In order to create
and consolidate a Jewish state in 1948,
Ziomsts expelled 750,000 Palestinians
from their homeland and never allowed
them or their descendants to return. In
addition, Isracli forces destroyed over
400 Palestinian villages and perpetrated
about thrce dozen massacres. In 1967, the
Israelis  forced  another 350,000
Palestinians to flec the West Bank and
Gara as well as 147,000 Syrians from the
Golan Heights. Since 1967 Israel has
placed the entire Palcstinian population
of the Territories  under
occupation.

One of the most notorious acts of [sraeli
terrorism occurred during the 1948 war
when Jewish forces, members of the
LEHI underground {(also known as the
Stern Gang) assassinated Swedish Count
Folke Bernadotte, a U.N. appointed
mediator. At the least, his murder was a
warning to any who might have tried to
follow his activist example.

Onc of the most notorious examples of
Jewish/Zionist terrorism in the post-war
period 1945-1948, was the bombing of
the King David Hotel on July 22, 1946.
The King David Hotel was brought down
by means of 50 kilos of explosives,
placed beside supporting pillars in the
hotel's “La Regence” restaurant. Timers
were placed for 30 minutes. After the
bombers made their escape, telephone
messages were placed to the hotel
telephone operator and to the Palestine
Post. The French Consulate, adjacent to

military -

By: Ronald Bleier

the hotel was also wamned te open its
windows to prevent blast damage, which
itdid. Some 25 minutes later, a terrific
explosion destroyed the entire southern
wing of the hotel— all seven stories. The
official death toll was 91 dead: 28
Britons, 41 Arabs, 17 Jews, and five
others.

On the night of October 12, 1953, a
grenade was thrown into a Jewish
settlement east of Tel Aviv, killing a
woman and two children. Ben Gurion
and others planned a powerful retaliatory
blow against a Jordanian village from
which it was determined the attack
originated.  Two nights later, Ariel
Sharon’s Unit 101 kitled 60 pcople in the
Jordanian border village of Kibya.

One of the most historically significant
“false flag” schemes is the infamous
Lavon Affair which is one of the few
such  operations that the [sraeli
government was forced to acknowledge.
In July 1954, about 10 Egyptian Jews
under the command of lIsracli agents
planted bombs in British and American
properties and Egyptian public buiidings
in Cairo and Alexandria. The spy ring
was caught and broken up on July 27,
when one of its members was caught
after a bomb exploded in his pocket in
Alexandria. '

There was a trial and two of the accused
were condemned to death and executed,
while the three Isracli commanders
escaped and a fourth committed suicide.
A scandal subsequently ensued in Israel
that turned on exactly who ordered the
operation. Chief of Staff-Moshe Dayan,
Director General of the Mimstry of
Defense Shimon Peres, and Inteliigence
Chief Colonel Benjamin Givh were the
culprits.

At the ime of the bombings negotiations
were at their height between Cairo and
London for the evacuation of the Canal
Zone, and between Cairo and
Washington for arms supplies and other
aid mn connection with a possible U.S.-
Egyptian  alliance.  Stephen  Green
presents an even more cynical picture of
top lIsraeli officials who initiated the
terrorist operation in order to sabotage
Prime Minister Sharett’s ongoing and
quietly successful negotiations with
Egyptian President Gamal Nasser.

On November 23, 2001, the Israetis
assassinated Mahmud Abu Hunud, a top
Hamas operative. Two days later, [sracli
journalist Alex Fishman, in a front-page
article, explained that before the
assassination of Hunud there had existed
a ‘“secret” and  unacknowledged
gentlemen’s agreement between Hamas
and the Palestitnian  Authority that
“Hamas was to avoid in the near future”
suicide bombings in Israel. As Fishman
wrote:  “Whoever decided upon  the
liqguidation of Abu Hunud knew in
advance” that the agreement with Hamas
would be “shattered.... The subject was
extensively discussed both by Israel's
military echclon and its political one...”
Just as Fishman had predicted, Hamas
soon struck back and less than a week
later, on December | and 2, suicide
bombings in Jerusalem and Haifa killed
25 Israelis. The effect of this cycle of
violence was predictably to heighten
tensions and to dramatically weaken the
constituency in Israel and the U.S. for
peace negotiations.
In the October {956 surprise attack by
Israel, France and Britain against Egypt.,
the Allics conquered the Suez Canal,
Eastern Sinai and the Gaza Strip. The
combined invasion occurred at a time
when the U.S. sought to stabilize the
area. But the Israchi interest was preciscly
the opposite. It was to exacerbate
tensions and make it difficult  or
impossible for Egypt to gain the weapons
it needed to deter Israel from war.
An important incident leading up to the
October 1956 war was a massive raid on
an Egyptian Army Camp in Gaza, “the
bloodiest incident between Egypt and
Israel since the 1948 war.” The raid took
place about a year and a half earher in a
period “of relative tranquility following
the enforcement of repressive measures
decided on by the  Egyptian
administration of the Strip.” On the night
of February 28, 1955, the Israelis sent in
50 paratroopers who wound up killing 39
Egyptians and wounding 30 others.
Sharett approved the operation, but was
“shocked” by the loss of life, as he wrote
on March 1, 1955:
In the end, an enraged President
Eisenhower, who was not informed of
tripartite plans to make war on Egypt,

]




