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that even their neighbours are not at peace
from the US continued aggression. Depicted
by the Pentagon as a mere border skirmish,
"mistaken intelligence” once more led US
forces to penetrate more than 25 miles into
Syria and kill 80 persons on June 18.3)
Morcover, the miserable conditions faced by
Iraqis and Afghans under US domination are
no secret at all.

As far finding the real culprits behind 9/11,
we need to find out, for example, why
Senator Charles Schumer recently accused
the Bush administration of intentionally
impeding the probe into 9/11. The victims
need to know why the government is willing
to give them millions upon millions, but
refuse to boost the %11 commission budget
by just $11 million.(4) Until we punish the
real  culprits, the world -might be
“indisputably safer with the overthrow" of
Saddam for detractors like William Safire,
but not for Muslims from Indonesia to
Morocco.(5)

The media is vocal about the US fies
regarding [ragi WMD. However, there is a
complete silence over the secret evidence the
US used to justify war on Afghanistan.
Imagine validity of cvidence that the US
could not produce for waging a war on
Afghanistan from the fact that the evidence it
revealed in the case of [raq was nothing
more than lics upon lies. Two thirds of
British voters feel Blair has misled them
over the case for launching a war in Iraq. {6}
Similar is the situation in the US. However,
this attitude is not sufficient.

Both victims and non-victims of 9/}{ and
stbsequent US aggression need to keep in
mind that there are very powerful distracters,
who are trying to shift public opinion and
focus away from the real issue. Deputy
Dcfence Secretary, Paul Wolfowitz, says,
finding the Iraqi WMD is now a secendary
issuc.(7) Thomas Friedman believes that the
Bush team had "phony reasons for going to
war," but defending it should not distract
them "from fulfiling the real and valid
reason for the war; to install a decent,
tolerant,” pluralistic, multireligious
government in Iraq."(8)

The question is, who has authorised them te
do so? Alternatively, if installing a new
regime was 2 valid reason, what was the
need to make up so many hes? If they could
lie for going to war in Iraq, how could we
believe they did not cheat the world for
going to war in Afghanistan?

From the pre-Iraq war reports of American
public suing Bush to the post Iraq war calls
for his impeachment,(9} we must not forget
that removing Bush and . Blair or
compensating American victims of 9/11

beyond their expectations 1§ not the solution.
For the solution, the architects of the two
wars must be tried together with the
architects of 9/11. Furthermore, occupation
of Afghanistan and Iraq must end before
their trials at a suitable war crimes tribunal.
Countries other than U.S. and its small band
of Allies may then support these countries
re-establish themselves.

With thousands of people killed, two
countries directly occupted and others
threatened with occupation, the world cannot
afford brushing aside too many questions
and countless facts under the rug by
labelling everything that implicate someone
aother than Muslims as conspiracy theories.
We need to know the culprits behind 9/11
and their real motives.

In the weeks immediately following 9/11
there was a geénwine interest in
understanding: who and why? Why so many
are prepared to kill themselves or to be
recruited by others with an interest in
attacking US targets? Irrelevant questions,
such as how did it happen, how many were
there and how many are there left to capture
and kill, have replaced the real issue.

To ask "who and why" is to lay oneself open
to accusations of having sympathies with
"terrotists,” lacking the moral courage to
blame Muslim extremists and to deal them
with force and aggression. This attitude not
only plays into the hands of the democratic
extremists but, by downplaying the

importance of genuine causes, risks
encouraging tactics that are
counterproductive. '

End Notes:

1) Frederick Sweet, "Withholding funding
and documentation, the Bush Administration
is the major roadblock for the 9-11
Commission. Why?" Intervention Magazine,
http://'www.aacaw.org/20030716news. htm
and
http://www.interventionmag.com/cms/modul
es.php?op=modload&name=News&file=arti
cle&sid=447

2) Report "11 September victims sue [raq"
BBC Wednesday, 4 September, 2002, 23:36
GMT 00:36 UK

3) Sale, Richard. "U.S. Syria raid killed 80,"
UPTI Intelligence Correspondent, Washington
Times, July 17, 2003. _

4) Time magazine, March 2002,

5) Safire, William. "Saddam's Guerrillas,"
The New York Times, 21 July 2003.

6) ICM Research poll, reported by AFP, July
14, 2003.

7} Burns, Robert. "Deputy Defence secretary
says weapons issue is now secondary in
[raq," Associated Press, July 22, 2603.

8) Friedman Thomas L. "Winning the Real
War," The New York Times, July 16, 2003
9) Frost, Greg. "Soldiers, Lawmakers Sue
Bush to Block Irag War" Reuters, February
13, 2003. Also, see: Margolis, Eric. "Bush
deserves to be impeached,” Toronto Sun,
July 20, 2003
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locking for ruses to tighten noose around recently published hy Newsweck simply “Thus have We sent this down - an arabic

practicing Muslims.

How should Muslims respond to such
assaults. If Muslims live by the Qur'an, they
would not even feel the need to respond to
Luxenberg's half-backed assertions, such as
"an  expanding  Arab empire  turned
Muhammad's teachings into the basis for its
new religion long after the Prophet’s death.”

Furthermore, all Islamic organizations,
particularly those of N. America, need to
come together and start working on exposing
such hate mongering pieces not as a threat to
the Quran and Islam but to the survival of
Musiims as equal human being under the
prevailing circumstances. The work of anti-
Qur'an  crusaders does not lead to
occupations of Muslim lands and the S0-
called war on terrorism.  The latest
presentation by Newsweck, a mixture of hate
and half quotes from - anti-Islam work,
definitely does.

Suicide bombing will not g0 away with
proving “"houris” as "white raising." There
are many other ways to have "houris” and
die a peaceful death. The reason bombers
choose to blow themselves from limb to
limb is not because they love to quickly
reach “houris,” but hecause they hate to [ive
under the occupation and repression - the
direct results of injustice and polices based
on hate and racism. The type of article

The Real Culprits

In all discussion of 9-11 and Iraq war, much
attention is given to the 2,902 American

victims, lies of the Bush and Blair
administrations, and demands for their
removal from power. Absent from the

discourse are victims of the US wars on
Afghanistan and Iraq, the millions still
suffering under its direct occupations, and,
more importantly, the inquiry into finding
the real culprits of 9/11,

As we see today, the Bush Administration is
creating major roadblock to independent
investigation by 9/1| Commission.(1} On the
other hand, relatives of the 2,902 American
victims are suing Iraq and Saddam Hussein
for their alleged role in the attacks on the
US.{2) Unmoved by the lengthening list of
lies by the Bush and Blair administrations,
1,460 plaintiffs have focused their eyes on a
total of more than $1,000bn from Saddam,
Osama and the former Taliban rulers in
Afghanistan.

Those who are convinced of the Crimes

sustatns and promotes this hac,
August 09, 2003,

End Notes:

. Hathout, Maher.  "Response to
‘Challenging  the Quran' _ Article  in
Newsweek" [slam on Line
2. See:

http:/fwww
him,
mgn_:ym\\gy.on1niulot.com/writins:/syriac‘htm
and

hitp:/www omnj r¥0t.c0mx’wn’ting;’greek.th]
3. Alfred Beeston, "Origin of  Arabic
Script," The Arabic Language Today, See:
htep:wmw, arabiccalligraphy. co m/respurce
S_detail. php?restd—=1

'We have sent it down as an Arabic Qur'an,
in order that ye may learn wisdom." Al-
Qur'an 12:02.

4. Thas have We revealed it to be g
Jjudgment of authority in Arabic. Wert thou
te follow their (vain) desires after the
knowledge which hath reached thee, then
wouldst thou find neither protector nor
defender against Allah. Al-Quran 12:37.
"We know indeed thar they say, "It is a man
that teaches him." The fengue of him they
wickedly point to is notably foreign, while
this is Arabic, pure and clear." Al-Qur'an
16:103,

omniglot.cam/writing/nabatacan.

By: Abid Ullah Jan

removal. However, would their removal give
us the overdue cvidence for Justifying their
illegal wars? Is removal alone a solution to
the problems the world is facing today?
Would continued US occupations  and
distribution of all Iragi wealth among
relative of 2902 American victims erase
what caused 9/11 in the first place? If we do
not have a positive response to any of these
questions, we need to focus our energies on
Jjust two aspects for yiclding positive results.
The two aspects arc, a sertous and impartial
inquiry into exposing the real culprits behind
9/11 incident and considering plight of the
victims of US aggression in Irag and
Afghanistan. Relatives of the victims of 9/1 1
in the US are alone enough to work as a
pressure group and help dig out the truth
about 9/11. They can understand the pain of
more than 30,000 civilian. They only need to
shift their focus from billions of dollars in
tompensation to finding out the truth and
punishing the real killers of their loved ones.

Qur'an - and explained therein in detail
Some of the warnings, in order that they
may fear Allah, or that it may cause their
remembrance (of Him).” Al-Qur'an 20:113,
"Verily this is a Revelation Jrom the Lord of
the Worlds: With it came down the spirit of
Faith and Trath - To thy heart and mind,
that thou mayest admonish. in  the
perspicuous  Arabic tongie." Al-Quran
26:193-195.

"(It is) & Qur'an in Arabic, without any
crookedness (therein): in order that they
may guard against Evil" Al-Qur'an 39:28
"A Book, whereof the verses are explained
in detail;- « Qur'an in Arabic, for people
who understand " Al-Qur'an, 41:03

"Thus have We sent by inspiration to thee
an Arabic Qur'an: that thou mayest warn
the Mother of Cities and afl around her,-
and warn (them) of the Day of Assembly, of
which there is no doubt. (when) some wilf
be in the Garden, and some in the Blazing
Fire." Al-Qur'an 42:07.

"We have made it q Qur'an in Arabic, that
Ye may be able to understand (and lcarn
wisdom)." Al- Qur'an 43:03.

"And before this, was the Book of Moses as
a guide and a mercy: And this Book
confirms (it} in the Arabic tengue; 1o
admonisk: the unjust, and as Glad Tidings to
those who do right." Al-Quran 46:12.

behind 9/11?

Let us take the victims' aspect first. We
know that the relatives of 30,000 victims of
the US aggression in Afghanistan and Iraq
are facing a situation worse than what the
Palestinians face in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip. To the contrary, the Red Cross has
Spent approximately $590 million to benefit
relatives of 2,902 victims of 9/ | in the US.
As of July 26, 2002, it issued 8,553 checks
to 3,396 beneficiarics, an average of $53,556
per beneficiary in the families of deceased
and  seriously injured. RC gave $276
millions to displaced workers, about $126.6
million to victims in the form of mental
healthcare and $95 million to the relative of
the 9/11 as an immediate disaster relief IRS
has given tax relief on top of the
government's Tragedy Assistance
Programme, Disaster Unemployment
Assistance  and  other state  victims'
compensation procedures.

We may judge plight of the victims of US
counter attack - if we assume that 9/11 was

committed by Bush and Blair demand the; an act by outside party alone - from the fact
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Newsweek Spreading Hate

riticizing the Qur'an has been the
‘ norm ameng non-Muslims since day

cne. All those who do net believe in
it are entitled to question its validity and
prove 1t wrong. In a free market place of
ideas, anyone may say almost anything
about the Qur'an and Islam. However, it is
the way one presents his views that makes it
worthy of objective debate or turns it into a
pure insulting and misleading work - only
good- for burning bridges of trust,
compassion and understanding within a
volatile global order.
The tatest high-profile assault on the
authenticity of the Qur'an came from one of
the main organs of the so-called mainstream
media. Recent issuc of Newsweek, July 28,
2003 has published an article titled
“Challenging the Qur'an." A closer look
reveals the main problem lies as much with
the unrecognized group of German scholars
dedicated to producing a "new interpretation
of the Quran,” as it lies with the Newsweek.
There can be two kind of responses to the
Newsweek's article. One, to respond to the
ways in which it challenges the authenticity
of the Qur'an and two, to see how Newsweek
has taken the responsibility of this assault on
the Qur'an and spreading hate on s
shoulders.
As far as the chict hypuihesis of Luxenberg
¢t al -- that the original language of the
Qur'an was not Arabic but something closer
to Aramaic -- is concerned even a short
response  from Dr._Maher _Hathout is
sufficient to shot it down before it could take
off. (1) Luxenberg argues, "Arabic did not
turn up as a written language until 150 years
after Muhammad's [PBUH] death.” A
cursory research may reveal, the Arabic
script evolved from the Nabataean Aramaic
script. It has been used since the 4th century
AD, but the earlicst document, an inscription
in Arabic, Syriac and Cireek, dates from 512
AD, whereas Muhammad (PBUH) was born
around 570  ADJ(2) The  earliest
manifestation of a script form, which can be
identified as Arabic, is on a tombstone at
Nemara in the Syrian desert, dated A.D. 328.
(3)
Luxenberg work will not stand the test of
historical facts and would face many
touchstones when it arrives later this year. It
is a centuries old dcbate and too much
reserach has already been done to answer

allegations and exaggerations of Luxenberg
work. Some links to this work is given at the
end of this article.

The most important aspect of the latest
assault to analyse is the way Newsweek has
presented this work with the objective to
associate the Qur'an and Islam with violence.
This trend of glamourising the hate-1slam
work in mainstream media will continue if
not properly addressed in time.

Newsweek has effectively achicved in 710
words .what is costing Luxenberg and
company many years and hundreds of pages
to accomplish. The common objective boils
down to conveying that the Quran is a
misinterpreted historical document and Islam
is nothing but a historical construction that
only severs to perpetuate violence.

The author starts working on this objective
right from the by-line of the article. He
makes a reference to "virgins' to develop a
link with suicide bombers and the opening
para then makes the theme abundantly clear.
The article brings September 11 into the
discussion right away and quickly moves on
to Palestine to establish that in both cases the
culprits are Muslims alone and the motive is
nothing but sexual gratification in paradise.
Needless to say Muslims are going to be
disturbed and justifiably angered by the
abuse of Luxenberg's work when it appears
later this year. [n the meanwhile, Newsweck
has sown the seeds for undermining the
image of [slam and provoking reactionary
responscs.

The conclusion that Luxenberg group would
like the public io reach at is not new. Pro-
Israel literature is filled with this kind of
polemics. And Islamic scholars  with
irrefutable arguments and evidence have
answered it. The phenomenal global growth
of Islam, through conversions not migration
is indicative of their effective work and the
futility of anti-lslam propaganda.

The problem at hand is actually with
Newsweek, which is engaged in the same
tactics based on which Al.Jazeera is banned
in most liberal countries, such as Canada.
The basic argument against Al-Jazeera is
that it spreads hatred. A reader of the
Newsweek articlc sees the same very clearly
in its pages. It is typical of the discursive
assault on Islam which has been the
hallmark of the last 30 years. [t is so virulent
and consistent in spreading hatred that its

hostility and venom can only be compared to
the actual hatred of Islam that prompted the
Crusades.

Newsweek believes that when Luxenbery
work "is published this fall, it's likely to be
the most far-rcaching scholarly commentary
on the Quran." Wec neced to look at this
statement from two perspectives. One, not
many of the readers of tiie Newsweek article
arc going to be Muslims with weak faith
who will simply discard their faith based on
this article. Two, for non-Muslims, just the
title and the opening paragraph of the article
15 cnough to further confirm what they are
incessantly subjected to by media outlets.
Many may not even bother to go through
Luxenberg book. The objective is achicved.
A little journalistic trick helps the author
guide his reader to a particular conclusion.
The author avoids wusing the word
"fundamentalists” but leads the reader to
conclude that Muslims are not at the same
wavelength about the Qur'an. The articlc
says: "Islamic orthodoxy considers the holy
book to be the verbatim revelation of Allah,
speaking to his prophet, Muhammad,
through the Angel Gabriel, in Arabic” A
Western mind, used to the daily classifing
Muslims does not takc “orthodoxy" as
Islamic doctrine. 1t quickly concludes that
only "orthodox" Muslims lock at the Qur'an
in the aforcmentioncd manner.

In fact, all those who belicve in the Qur'an
can very well see it emphasizing at no less

than 10 occasions that it is revealed in
Arabic (12:02, 13:37, l6:103, 20:1 13,
26:195.  39:28,  41:03, 42:07, 43:03,

46:12).(4y Muslims who care little about
their faith can find more prudent reasons 1o
leave. [t ncvertheless helps achieve the
unstated objective of spreading hate against
Muslim. The gencral aucicnce of Newsweck
is not knowledgeablc enough about the
Qur'an to actually see how the magazine secs
an opportunity in Luxenberg work to use it
for undermining Muslim faith.

Proving the  Quran  diluted  and
misunderstood is beyond the scope of
Luxenberg's book, let alone a single

Newsweek article. However, this is not the
objective. The article has been successful in
perhaps dissuading non-Muslims who might
be beginning to take interest in Islam and
provide a rationale for these who were

w



