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in the hope that the “daily attacks™ of
Iragi freedom fighters will blow up the
worthless Pakistani solfliers and save
the more precious and worthy US
lives. But I am sure sormehow this will
be in the best interests of Pakistan.
Although some US officials seem to
naively think that “/t would be hard for
loyalists to deposed Iraqi. president
Saddam Hussein 'to sustain.attacks on
forces wearing NATO or UN patches
on their shoulders’”; this, however, is
a wild fantasy. The freedom fighters of
- Iraq are neither stupid nor blind. They
recognize friend from foe, and liberator
from invader. They will target any and
all who help the Americans to
strengthen their jaws over the oilicious
country. AFP reported in the same
article, “Republican committee
chairman John Warner called the
situation in fraq ‘serious,” adding that
everybody in the US Senate is
somewhat concerned’ about the level
of violence against coalition forces.”
Notice that the apprehension concerns
“the level of violence against coalition
forces”! So the pretext that Iragi
freedom fighters will not attack non-
US, Pakistani soldiers, is nothing but
wishful thinking, for it is the whole of
coalition army that is under attack. Of
utmost significance is that question:
does Pakistan really want to get
stuck in a situation that even the
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ambitious, mighty Americans see as
“serious”?

In  addition, another question
surfaces: who will incur the costs of
sending and maintaining our forces in
Iraq? Apparently, the USA will not be -
picking up the bill. The very reason of
their wish to involve- other forces is:
“defraying the mounting cost of US
military - operations”. In the final
analysis, the bill will be sucked, in one
form or another, from the Pakistani
people — who are already committing
suicides in the national interest due to
the strategic  ghareeb-mukao
(eliminate-the-poverty-stricken) policy
of the government. This will be hardly
in our national interests. This also
seems like a good way for the US to
have us spend our $3 billion handout —
the much applauded token of our tail
wagging at Camp David. In case we
must send our soldiers to die in Iraq (in
our best national interests of course)
then our dictator-in-charge should at
least have to audacity to put conditions
to the US that Pakistani companies will
be allowed to partake -in the
reconstruction of Iraq and Pakistan
should be allotted its due share of Iragi
oil. Needless to say, the due share
should be free of cost. This will be in
our best interests,

If the US needs other countries to
partake against the freedom fighting in
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Iraq, let it call on its other allies, such
as Australia, India, Canada, Israel, etc.
There is nothing for Pakistan to gain
from this misadventure other than,
perhaps, more charity in our begging
bowl — something that only our
government, not the Pakistani people,
sees as a formidable victory.

In Pakistan, there is only one person
who benefits by sending forces to Iraq,
and that is our dictator-in-charge. By
committing our sons, and maybe our
daughters, to the “serious” mess in
Trag, he will get a pat on the back from
his guru in Washington. This may
serve, to strengthen and prolong his
unconstitutional, complacent invasion
of his own country, But this will be at
the cost of continued wmurder of
democratic principles, further decay of
the already-frail economy, and the loss
of valuable Pakistani soldiers. Can we
bare these risks? -

Ever since iis invasion, the
Musharraf regime has adopted policies
that have lowered our heads in shame.
It’s ironic to see the chief of the armed
forces adopting policies that befit only
a weakling. Its time for the Pakistani
general to act like a real soldier -and
take some tough decisions - say NO to
the futile adventure of sending our
forces to Iraq and spare .us more
humiliation. The slogan of “Pakistan
first” demands this.
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on political nor on moral grounds.
Under such circumstances, Pakistan
will have no choice except 1o lend
Sfull and unconditional support to
the Arabs; and, in order to stop the
unnecessqry  provocation  and
usurpation, do whatever is within its

means, with all its power and
strength.
1t is evident that both Quaid-e-A’zam
and "Allamah Igbal equated the

recognition of lsrael as the recognition
of tyranny and injustice.

The whole debate surrounding the
issue of recognizing Israel is, in reality,
a contest between ideational principles

o ————

and temporal expediency. Ideational
principles demand that Israel should
not be recognized at any cost, whereas,
temporal expediency seeks to secure
immediate gains, gains that will not be
long-lived anyhow.

We need to understand that the
conflict over Palestine is not between
the Arabs and Israel, instead, 1t is
between Muslims and Jews. In this
connection, the shameful acquiescence
of the Arab world cannot serve as an
argument for us to do the same. Isracl
considers Pakistan as the greatest
threat to its existence and, as such, it
will continue to target Pakistan with

malicious intent. No amount of
acquiescence and kowtowing can
prevent Pakistan from being ‘next’.
There is only one moral and brave way
out of the present predicament: instead
of trying to appease and please the
world powers, Pakistan should tumn to
please Allah (SWT) and put all its trust
in Him {SWT). Pakistan should take a
strong stance and say no to America.
At the same time, we should strive to
establish the Just Social Order of Islam
in Pakistan, thereby, securing Allah’s
(SWT) pleasure and succor, If we
accomplish this, then nothing can harm
us.

THE FUTILITY OF
SENDING FORCES TO IRAQ

Ever since they unconstitutionally
took the country hostage, the Dictator-
President Musharraf and his cohorts in
the establishment have embarked on an
unprecedented spree of “strategic™ and
“in-the-national-interest” policies that
have murdered even the last remaining
ounce of sanity and common sense.
From the unholy assistance ‘in the
barbaric and shameful slaughter of
Afghanistan to the unethical decision
to recognize the illegitimate, terrorist
state of Israel, there is a long list of
policies that have not only proven
disastrous on the economic scale but
have destroyed the very fabric of
principles which define Pakistan and
comprise the very foundation of its
raison d'etre. The latest addition to
such illogical and unethical marvels is
the self-annihilating decision to send
Pakistani forces to Iraq.

To weigh the pros and cons of this
proposition, we will view the issue
within the context of the dictator-in-
charge’s newly carved
“Pakistan first”. The slogan demands
that the nation and its people should be
prevented against getting stuck in a
situation that is not in their best
mterest. The slogan necessitates that
the nation should not be utilized as a
plaything to serve the interests of
others.

In the pre-Musharraf times. national
forces had only one hostile front to

slogan, -

By Adnan Rehman

look after. Now, after the gloomy dawn
of Musharrafic revolution, our forces
are divided between two hostile fronts.
The second front is bestowed upon us
as the reward of playing accomplices
to the US in their barbaric slaughter of
Afghanistan — once a friendly country
that would guard the interests of

Pakistan more than  Pakistanis
themselves (in the wake of the recent
Afghani demonstrations against

Pakistan, one shivers at the thought of
what this post-Taleban animosity may
lead to).

The unjustified war on Iraq was
neither in the interest of Pakistan, nor
in the interest of the Arab world. The
only ones to truly gain from this war —
which now tums out was based on
white lies — were the Americans, the
Israelis and, to some extent, the
Europeans. This reality was realized by
the whole world, as was proven by
mass demonstrations throughout the
globe, And whereas the then-pending
Iragi massacre was strongly
condemned throughout the world, even
by America’s close allies, the Pakistani
government was found wandering in
the jungles of the English vocabulary,
shaking with fear of American anger 1f
too strong a lexicon was utilized to
reject what was ostensibly an act of
naked apgression and terrorism.
Nonetheless, in a murmuring tone, full
of fright, the Pakistani government

“apologized” to the Americans for not
being able to partake in the Iragi
massacre. It seems as if the
government now wants to make it up
to America by sending forces to Iraq.
In this connection, a very logical
guestion arises: if yesterday it was
correct not to partake in the war on
Iraq, how is it correct today to send
forces there? We need to realize that
the reason for American wish to
involve forces other than its own is to
use them as shields to safeguard the
lives of American soldiers and use
non-american forces to carry out their
dirty work. This was implied in an
article appearing in AFP (July 10k
“Internationalization {of forces in fraq)
is increasingly seen as o way of not
only defraving the mounting cost of US
military  operations  in frag,  but
stemming the daily attacks US soldiers
there have encountered.” The simplest
way of “defiaying the mounting cost of
US military operations™ is to have the
burden shared by other militaries, such
as the rich and affluent Pakistani army.
As for “stemming the daily attacks” on
US soldiers, one way is to increase the
ratio proportion of non-US soldiers in
the coalition forces, thereby,
decreasing the chances of US
casualties and, reciprocally, increasing
the chances of non-US casualties. So 1t
turns out that the Pakistani soldiers witl
go to Iraq simply to offer their bodies
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WHY ISRAEL IS UNACCEPTABLE"

In the 55-year long history of
Pakistan, there have always been
whispers pertaining to the recognition
of the state of Israel. However, it is for
the first time in the history of the
country that this issue has been
vociferously articulated by the highest
authority in the country. What is more,
it seems that the decision to recognize
Israel has been taken already; the only
remaining hurdle is the selection of a

suitable  time  to make  this
announcement. For this reason, the
sell-out intellectuals are on an

argument-mounting spree to justify
their proposition that there is no harm
in recognizing the state of Israel. In
this background, let us try to shed light
on the subject as to why we should not
recognize the state of Israel.

To deepen our understanding of the
issue at hand, let us glance at the
subtle, mysterious correlations and
implications that arise due to the
historical emergence of the two states
in question, On the outward, three
traits stand out as comumon between the
two — although, in reality, they are not
points of commonality as such. Firstly,
both states were founded on religious
basis. In case of Pakistan, it is an
established fact that it was created in
the name of Islam. As for Israel,
though 1t 15 said that it was founded in
the name of religion, this is truly a
myth, for the real basis for the state of
Israel was on racial grounds, hence,
Israel is, in actuality, a racial state.
Secondly, both states emerged within
the same period in history. Pakistan
was born nine months earlier than
Israel. In my opinion this was not a
coincidence. For, in accordance with a
saying of the Prophet (SAW) — “Allah
(SWT) has not created a disease
without creating its cure” — Pakistan
was created as an “antidote” to the
state of [srael and will face up Israel in
the final confrontation of Truth and

By Dr. Israr Ahmed

falsehood. Thirdly, both states, in their
prominence, constitute “tips of the
iceberg”. Israel, though a minute
country, is supported by the entire span
of the Christian, especially the WASP,
world; whereas Pakistan, also a small
country, is the hope of entire Muslim
world for the revival of Islam. Before

the Doomsday, both of these
“icebergs” shall collide with each
other.

Aside from the commeonalities, a
striking difference between the two
states exists:; that while Pakistan came
into being due to the peaceful and
constitutional efforts of the longtime-
resident, indigenous Muslim
population of India, the state of Israel,
in stark contrast, was founded on
terrorism and injustice by a foreign
people.

It is a historical fact that Jews have
always exploited their friends and
allies to their own advantage, Let us
cast a brief glance over Jewish history
to prove this point. Jews were driven
out of Palestine thousands of years ago
and were dispersed all over the world.
Wherever they were able to establish
themselves, they conspired against
their protectors (Muslim Spain, a case
in point). It was due to such
conspiracies that they were able to
create a religious divide among the
Christian world by prompting the birth
of a secular, ultra liberal Christian sect
— the Protestants. Since then, the Jews
have exploited the Protestants to
accomplish most of their ill-conceived
objectives, such as: the promotion of
secularism and the establishment of
interest-based banking system. The
banking system was used as a bait to
clutch the whole of Christian world
into the jaws of interest-based lending
and, thus, into perpetual debt.

While tightening their grip over the
Christian world, the Jews began to
conspire in order to acquire Palestine

as their homeland. Here again, they
exploited the Protestant Britain to
obtain permission to purchase land in
Palestine and begin settlement. Once
they reached high numbers in
population, the Jews resorted to the use
of force and aggression to illegally oust
the age-old indigenous Palestinian
inhabitants out of their homeland. This
unjust  usurpation of land and
inhumane expulsion of the innocent
native inhabitants eventually resulted
in the creation of the state of Israel.

It was for these reasons that the two
father figures of Pakistan were hostile
towards the idea of an Israeli state.
Igbal’s stance on the issue is
exemplified in a relevant couplet:

If the Jews are entitled to the land of

Pulestine ‘

Why aren't the Arabs entitled to the

land of Spain?

Igbal’s argument was plain and simple:
if the Jews — who were ousted from
Palestine nearly 2000 vyears ago and
lived there as captives (not rulers) -
can be allowed to return en-masse to
Palestine; then by the same pretext, the
Arabs should be allowed to return to
Spain, where they actually ruled for
hundreds of years.

As for Quaid-e-A’zam, he made his
views known in an interview to
Reuters on 25" October, 1947:

Our stance on the issue of Palestine

has been made clear by the leader

of the delegation to United Nations,

Muhammad Zafarullah Khan. T am

hopeful, even now, that the plan of

division (of Palestine) will be
rejected. Otherwise, the emergence
of a dangerous conflict is imminent
and wnavoidable. The conflict will
not be restricted to the Arabs and
those imposing the plan of division,
rather, the whole islamic world will
practically rebel against it; because
such a decision (the establishment
of Israel) can be sanctioned neither



