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"bitterness to his tone," or when they say he
"is not good at keeping his cool." Dictators
really go through motions. When the anger
subsides, depression replaces it. Depression
only breaks when the anger resurfaces.
These feelings become overpowering.

In response to the previous column, "The
Reign of a Compulsive Gambler," one of our
friends wrote back two lines, "You are a
strange  personality.
Pakistan a respect in the world." We need to
come out of the superficial and a perfunctory
analysis of current affairs and try to
understand the meaning of respect and
shame to understand what Musharraf says
and does. However, before going into details
of respect and shame, we need to keep in
mind that a leader's attitude is considered a
reflection of the national behaviour, Nawaz
Sahrif handed over Aimal Kansi to the U.S.,
but his prosecutor believed and publicly
stated that all Pakistanis would "sell their
mothers for a few thousand doilars.”
Musharraf gambies but the world believes
"Pakistan has clearly gambled and lost."(3)
As far respect is concerned, we may
recourse to Ego (khudi) - a word used in a
very wide sense. Its highest form is the
creation of values and ideals and the
endeavour to realise them. As upholding
these values and ideals fortifies the Ego,
asking (sual) weakens it." All that is
achieved without personal effort comes
under sua'l. The son of a rich man who
inherits his father's wealth is an ‘asker
(beggar); so is every one who thinks the
thoughts of others and surrender his values
to survive merely by serving others' inferest.
No one respects beggars, sell-outs and those
who prostrate themselves merely for their
survival. Allama [gbal noted almost a
century ago: MWee to him that accepts
bounty from another's table/And lets his
neck be bent with benefits!/He hath
consumed himself with the lightning of the
Sfuavours bestowed on him,/He hath sold his
honour for a paltry coin.(4)

" Musharraf is celebrating his $3 billion
package, which is subject to congressional
approval as well as strings that are yet to be
designed. He is happy that we have been
"compensated manifoeld for our total
cxpenditures on war against terrorism." This
is a negation of reality, total self-deception.
This is what Allama Igbal called "seeking
water from the fountain of the sun.” Joining
an immoral, ill-defined, and unjust war with
the expectation to be financially
compensated make us lose our self. A few
billion dollars is not the reward for the
humiliation, death and destruction brought
about by this war on innocent people, not

Musharraf  brought |

only in Afghanistan and Pakistan, but also
all over the world.

Not even thirty billion dollars from a lair of
the century will restore respect to Musharraf,
which he has lost with surrendering his Ego.
We need not to go too far. Imagine if a few
billion dollars can restore respect a family
shown in pictures at
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/ar
licle3916.him. Everyone knows that this is
not the only family. It is a daily routine in
Afghanistan, lraq and even Pakistan for
hundreds and thousands of families. Our
colfaboration in an unjust aggression in the
name of war on terror has earned us this
respect.

Musharraf is not a problem. He is a
symptom of our collective affliction. In the
words of Igbal, when a mountain loses its
self, it turns into sand and complains that the
sea surges over it. We do not deserve to
complain because most of us regard our
humiliation our respect. We sully the honour
of our pure religion for our personal
interests, We seek out daily bread from the
bounty of another and that too at the cost of
surrendering our values and norms. Igbal
says: A whole ocean, if gained by begging
is but a sea of fire; Sweet is a little dew
gathered by one’s own hand. /Be a man of
honour, and like the bubble./Keep the cup
inverted ever in the midst of the sea! (Israr-
e-Khudi).

The friend, who believes Musharraf has
given us respect, after going through views
of Allama Igbal relies: "All this stuff does
not apply any more in this advance new
world. Wake up and get all your respect
from the world and get stronger and
stronger.” Of course, technologically the
world has gone too far. However, man and
his basic human nature remains the same.
Anyone surrendering his ego (khudi) before
cruise missiles is not going to get any
respect and all the trillions gained in this
bargain is but a sea of fire for those who
understand what respect is all about.
Through servitude even a virtuous man
goes astray His branches are shorne of
leaves even when there is no autumn.
Devoid of good taste, he takes the evil for
the good

He is dead without death and carries his
corpse on his shoulders. He has staked
away the very honour of life, And like asses
is content with hay and barley.(5)

If Bush could not bring any respect to the
US with all the money, missiles and might,
it would be another joke of the century to
believe that Musharraf has brought respect
to Pakistan as a sepoy and surrogate of Bush

with a couple of billion dollars. He is rightly
ashamed. Let us be so as well,
End Notes

1. Khidhr is supposed to have drunk
of the Fountain of life. His story is
mentioned in Al-Qur'an at 18. 65:
His name is not mentioned in the
Qur'an, but Tradition gives it as
Khidhr. Round him have gathered
a number of picturesque folk tales.
"Khidhr"  means "Green": his
knowledge is fresh and green, and
drawn out of the living sources of
life -for it is drawn from Allah's
own Knowledge. He is a
mysterious being, who has to be
sought out. He has the secrets of
some of the paradoxes of Life,
which ordinary people do not
understand, or understand in a
wrong = sense. . The  nearcst
equivalent figure in the literature
of the People of the Book is
Melchizedek or Melchisedek (the
Greek form in  the New
Testament}. In Gen. xiv. 18-20, he
appears as king of Salem, priest of
the Most High God: he blesses
Abraham, and Abraham gives him
tithes.

2. Allama Muhammad iqbal, Asrar-
e-Khudi (1915), Verses 463-474

3. Gulf News, December 12, 2000.
"Pakistan has clearly gambled -
and lost - the public relations war
in Kashmir with its support for
unbridled guerritla warfare."

4. Allama Muhammad Igbal, Asrar-
e-Khudi (1915)

5. Allama Muhammad [gbal,
"Zaboor-e-Ajam." 1927 Under
Question 9 or prologue, verses 37,
39, 41-44.
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1)

0 take the
lesson the easiest way. Afghanistan and Iraq
like invasions. occupations and subsequent
shstematic humiliation is in store for them to
fet them forget about their petty intercsts and
torm the much needed single party to
“enjoin the right and forbid the evil.” (2)
Such a revolution s inevitable, It has to
come cither with or without a drubbing by
the LS und its Allies. If the flag bearers of
liberal and Mulla extremes in Islam did not
bring down their solidified skyscrapers of
personal stukes with their own hands, cruise
missile will do it for them.

Muslim organisations, working in various
countries for the establishment of Islamuc
s¥stemm should co-erdinute and constitute
“Istamic  convergence  and integration
commitiees” al national and global level.
The sole objective should be removing
differences, brideing waps and paving way
for eventual integration of ditferent groups.
The Islamic Convergence and Integration
Committees will focus on sorting out the
most pressing issucs used by the proponents
of a "war within Islam” for making the gulf
between different groups, parties and so-

called liberal, ate ¢ 3
divisiens unbridgeable. Since there is only
one Quran that is untarnished from the scars
of time, it would reaffirm the unity of
Muslims in the strongest possible terms.
Various Islamic groups can re-emerge as a
single party - a pressure group - not
interested in scats and power, but with a set
of demands, which wili lead to the
establishment of Islamic system, irrespective
of whomever then run it,

Such a committee may take vyears to
overcame the present hurdles, which are less
conceptual and more personal, but it would
be better than continuing to maintain a status
quo in Mushm religious rescarch. If the
situation remains as it is, there will be no ray
of light, and darkness shall prevail, as it has
for three centuries - MMA and other such
"blips” notwithstanding,

A "correct” implementation of Islam as a
Deen, not mere Shari'ah, will only make a
country Islamic. Islam will bring peace, not
bloodshed. Human rights will be protected.
not violated. People will become prosperous,
ol poorer. Children will grow up to be
healthy and strong, not weaker. National
wealth will not be plundered but

safeguarded. People will learn to tolerate
and respect other opinions, and not kill and
matm in mosques. This 1s what must happen
i islam is practiced in letter and spirit.

What religious leuders need to understand is
that their parties and alliance for ¢stablishing
Islamic state do not make any sense; 4 single
party does. There could be different partics
within an Islamic state, but different parties
for establishing an Islamic state make the
task impossible, Blinders of self-interest
may nat let leadership of religious parties
see this reality. It is time for their followers
to see if their separate identities make any
sense or serve any interest in the larger
interest of their core objective.

End Notes:

I. "And be not of the Mushrikoon
(unbelievers). Of those who split up their
religion and became sects " Al-Qur'an 30:30.
"And be not as those who divided and
differed among themselves after the clear
proofs had come to them." Al-Qur'an 3:105,
"And do not dispute (with one another) lest
you lose courage and your strength depart.”
Al-Qur'an 8:40.

2. A-Quran, 3:11

Joke of the Century

Woe to him that accepts bounty from
another's table

And lets his neck be bent with benefits!

He hath  consumed himself with the
lightning of the favours bestowed on him,
He hath sold his henour for a paitry coin,
Happy the man who thirsting in the sun
Does not crave of Khidhr a cup of water!
)

His brow is not moist with the shame of
beggary;

He is a man still, not a piece of clay...
Allama Igbal (2)

In a wrap-up briefing to the Pakistani
jourralists  in Washington General
Musharraf cracked a joke of the century with
his comment: "[ actually fee! ashamed to ask
for more money."

These words are no joke. However, they
become so when a dictator, who has
surrendered  almost  everything for
prolonging his rule, utters them just after
seme undisclosed deals with his sponsors. It
becomes a joke when an autocrat, who
played with the constitution of his country,
says he is ashamed. It becomes a jokc when

By: Abid Ullah Jan

we look at the past of a hypocrite who
betrayed his closest friends; an egocentric,
who set aside all principles of justice and
assisted the greatest power of the time in
killing thousands of Muslims and occupying
a country without a shred of evidence in
support of its allegations.

General Musharraf says he felt "ashamed" to
ask for more money. This is nevertheless a
hopeful joke. The is a sign that this
pathological egocentric has some chances of
rehabilitation, provided he is pricked a bit
harder. We had actually given up hope on
the sell-out, whe put up cver'ything on sale
from our independence to his personal faith.
Such  sell-outs  typically experience
overwhelming guilt. This guilt builds up
over time and can continue even after their
dictatorship has ended (it is another matter
that few dictators have outlived their
dictatorial ruie). It seems that negation of all
moral values and norms, and the result of
lying and deceiving leave a permanent raw
space within themselves that robs them of
serenity and spiritual growth.

Such personalities, which are busy in
silencing their conscience, also strive to hide
their conduct from themselves while
knowing deep down inside tha they are
guilty. Apparently, Musharraf used the word
'shame’ for his asking more money from the
US. In fact, it is the pathological guilt that
builds and pets worse with all his deals
behind the closed doors. Asking money just
gave him the opporturity to express his
guilt. In a blind effort to push his guilt
behind him and into the background, he may
need to surrender more to gamn more
recognition and applause abroad and to stay
ahead of his own feelings.

Dictators feel badly for having lied. They
feel angry because people are on their backs
and keep reminding them about their bad
behaviour. They feel fear for having wriften
a bad cheque and the possibility of being
discovered. They know that even their
sponsors do not fully trust them for the
reason that any one who can betray his own
people can betray anyone.

Reporters are right when they repert that
Musharraf "sounded perturbed.” or he added

%
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Forsake Religious Parties

We used to call for an ailiance of religious
parties. Now that we have seen and
cxperienced it in Pakistan in the form of
MMA, the case has become stronger to say
good-bye to religious parties once and for
all. The case becomes even stronger when
we witness bloody sectarian events, such as
the onc in Quetta on July 3, carried by
diffcrent groups mushroemed under the
sume banners of defending [slam.

Such acts by the anti-Islam elements only
help strengthen the argument of anti-
Istam forces.

Muslims in general and followers of the
rcligious parties in particular reed not be so
enamoured with the Taliban's rise and fall,
the MMA's win or loss or some other
religious party's isolated success somewhere
clse, because the task ahcad is far greater
than winning elections or passing a Shari'ah
hill.

The most serious issue that has emerged in
the 21st century is the Western resolve not
to let any Islamic government emerge in any
country around the world - regardless of its
merits and the wishes of millions of
Muslims. The myths, such as Shari'ah is
inhuman, [slamic governments arc
repressive and their totalitarian nature would
undermine existence of Western societies,
have deepencd beyond our imagination. It is
Just a matter of days when individual or
groups, working for the establishment of
[slarmic state, would be declared terrerist and
subsequently banned. Very soon  the
powerful media will blur distinction between
the sectarian groups carrying out such
bloody attacks and the religious parties
claiming be working for [slamisation of the
socicty in a peaceful manner.

With rcgard to Quetta incident, we need to
keep in mind that Shiite are aligned with
MMA, Musharraf has just returned from
abroad and is in need of splitting MMA.
Record of government agencies in staging
such cvents for praving its indispensability
15 not hidden from anyone. Nevertheless,
irrespective  of  all  these facts and
speculations, all responsibility still falls back
on the shoulders of religious leadership.

As a direct result of various religious parties
- every one claiming to work for the

establishment of  Istamic state -
misunderstanding  about  Shari'ah  has
increased to  the extent that it seems

mmpossible to make two Muslims agree on a

particular form of Shari'ah. Many of the
Muslims are unaware of their individual and
collective responsibilitics and subsequentiy
feel that they arc responsible only for their
individual acts on the Day of Judgment and
the concept of an Islamic state is redundant
and irrelevant.

Since Muslims are not fully aware of their
responsibilitics, they lack the sense of
obligation to understand Islam. It further
lcads to lack of awareness about the core
issues as  well as the difficulty in
differentiating between right and wrong,
Incomplete, unplanned and above all sclf-
centred attemnpts at implementing fslam have
further worsened the situation. The most
common fear due to the presence of multiple
Islamic parties and the untutored mind of

common man is that in an Islamic state

semeone would control if men should keep a
beard, wear a particular brand of clothes and
be forced to as many different thoughts as
the parties therc are.

Despite the so obvious lack of understanding
and lack of interest to lcarn, most Muslims
love to interpret Islam for themselves. As a
result, cven though most people in Muslim
countries wish for an "[slamic” government,
it is impossible for two people to sit down
on a dinner table and not disagree over their
personal interpretation of religion. The
problem deepens when common man sees a
coalition of religious partics but not a single
religious party with a pool of capable leaders
and rescarchers, equipped with the historical
hindsight and geo-political realities of the
world to truly understand the complex
equation that drives various affairs in their
respective countries.

Whether government agencies or sectarian
outfits are responsible, the fact remains that
neither would religious leaders have
cstablished their separate showrooms, nor
would such elements had a chance to do
such bloodletting.

It is thus true that Islam is a challenge to
corrupted form of democracy but the present
day Muslims are definitely not. Democracy
will prevail, no matter how much totalitarian
it may become and no matter how many
holocausts it may bring upon human beings
in the time to come. The present state of
affairs will continue as long as Muslims do
not seriously undertake the challenge they
are facing. Democracy will remain
unchallenged as long as Muslims do not

understand that Islam does not
myopic view of the world.

Actually, two extremes are interpreting
[slam for the majority of Muslims who are
passive recipients and have refused to move

offer a

out  of their personal comfort zones.
Interpretation of the Mullah mentality is out
of synch with the present world.

Interpretation of the nec-mederate mentality,
on the other hand is an aberration.

The energies the religious parties arc
wasting in throwing out Musharraf or his
LFO in Pakistan are far more than they need
to utilise in merging their parties into a
single party for presenting a model of
Islamic state to the world. For that the basics
needs to be correctly aligned. They need to
understand that Shari'ah serves [slamic
system. [t is part of the whole. [n the
prevailing un-Isiamic systems in Muslim
countries, Shari'ah alone can do no good;
rather it would strengthen the corrupt system
and harm the image of Islam. Shari'ah is not
the burning issue, the system is. Shari'ah is
not the challenge, establishing Islamic
governance mechanism as a whole is. That
1s, however, impossible with mul le
religious parties with limited public sup Hrt,
Multiple partics and is nothing more than the
negation of the truth of tawheed and
violation of the message of Islam.(1)
Leadership of religious parties have the
tendency to glorify themselves. Many of the
organisations are the direct result of their
leaders' looking for distinction. Supremacy
of Islam is just part of the objectives of their
grouping together into an Alliance. They are
not ready to relinquish separate party
identities because their monopely of a seat
or two in the national or provincial assembly
may suffer. So, the stated objective of these
religious parties, i.c., establishing the Decn,
has in fact become even harder, since the
means have become cnds in themselves.
This factor is greatly affecting their
leadership. 1t is not only votes that count.
They need to establish and run a system as
well. The only way they can attract members
that arc more capable is to join ranks,
abandon separate identities and put forward
a model of Islamic state before the public.
Efforts of groups such as the MMA in
NWFP, Pakistan seem an exercise in futility
because there is no way they would
eliminate Riba and landlordism or amend
the constitution Islamically.




