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Matrimonial

Software  Engineer,Awan,27years,
Sunni,6Feet,Planning for a Liasion
office in Europe/Canada needs a
Compatible match from like minded
families. The Girl'  (European
Canadian Nationality) should  be
Islamic

and |

Master/ Graduate ,Sunni,

Minded, Reasonable
Caring.

Contact: Sardar Awan,
36-K, Model Town,Lahore, Pakistan
Tel: 5869501-2-3

email: anjuman@tanzeem.org
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materially from its dominant role in
politics. Spurred on by the belief that
the army is Pakistan's leading
institution (an assertion that is true
because all other institutions "have
neither guns nor resources, and are
decaying because the army sucks
80% of the vital resources), the
generals seek to impose a military
structure on the rest of society. That
effort includes educationat
qualifications for officeholders, an
attempt to “grow” a new generation of
politicians by non-partisan focal
elections, and a constitutional rote for
the army in the higher councils of
government in the form of a national
security coundcil.

The army under General Musharraf
has further demonstrated to the US
that it is able to demonstrate ils
brutality for arresting countrymen,
invading and demolishing homes like
an occupation army and controlling
large-scale anti-government
demonstrations. Earlier, the army’s
willingness to turn on its own pecple
had been in doubt. The military is not
good enough to defend Pakistan, but
the US is now pleased to see it
shattering thie myth of the power of
“‘the Islamic extremists” to tum out
hundreds of thousands of protestors
or to disrupt the operation of the
state. And that's what the US looked
forward to for so many years.

Pakistan is not likely to experience a

hreakaway ethnic-group situation
similar to the East Pakistan
movement of 1970. But there is no
doubt in its living as a non-existent,
weak, failed state, run by a few
“liberals" and sell-outs like Hamid
Karazai. Similarly, in the presence of
this ammy, an_ lIslamic modet for
Pakistan can be safely ruled out for
the foreseeable future.

stigma attached to Islamic education
and the government's crackdown on
religious institutions, Istamic
movements will suffer considerably.
Terrorist incidents will likely to
continue in Pakistan and religious
movements would have to get the

blame for all the wrong that happens

in the country.

The military’s attempts at defeating |

raison d'etre of Pakistan would lead

to Pakistan's failure, which various |

With the
Supreme Court’s ruiing against the
clear injunctions of Qur'an, the .

objective criteria can measure. The
region that belongs to Pakistan would
play its vital role in the years to come
irrespective of Pakistan's survival as
a state. The failure seems to be our
destiny, although the downward trend
in many indicators of state failure can
be temporarily halted. in the long run,
however, it is not the lack of
economic opportunity, the bhooming
birth rate or the weak educational
system that could leave Pakistan
vulnerable. It would be, in fact, a
generation of “moderate” Pakistanis
with few prospects for economic
advancement that would see the
promise of Pakistan as a cruel joke.

Pakistan is in the ambivalent positian
of having an army that can neither
govern nor allow civilians to rule.
Whether the army has the conceptual
ability to plan a strategy of
incremental change that would
fundamentally reform  Pakistan's
ailing institutions is also questionable.
All failing states have weak armies;

THE

QUEST

Pakistan's army is strong enough to
prevent state failure for some time to
come buat not courageous enough to
stand for the objective of Pakistan or
imaginative enough to transform it
into a model Islamic state, which are
the only pragmatic ways for its
sustainability and one of the main
parameters for defence.

A truly independent, Islamic Republic
of Pakistan is unlikely to emerge until
the military and politicians set aside
their personal interests and broker
some kind of grand accord in the
interest of Pakistan. In the invisible
conflict of army vs. Pakistan, if
Pakistan does not get dissolved, still
it will definitely continue as a state
that hovers on the edge of true
independence and sovereignty for a
long time to come. In the final
analysis we would come to know that
Pakistan was not at war with India or
someone else, but its own armed
forces.

W <)

FOR VHE JUST WORLE ORDI'E

"and beware of that temptation to evil which does not befall
only those among you who are bent on denying the truth, to the
exclusive of others, and know that God is sever in retribution.”
Al-Quran (8:25)

The-Quest - For a just Warld Order
The mightiest on earth is the prosecutor, the judge and executor at
the same time, out to eradicate anyone who opposes what it

proposes. It claims to know th
exercise of religion.

standards and domination. Private power

e truth and suppress other's free
There is pervasive inequality,

unlimited double
of an individual or a

grotip because stronger than that of the states itseif, most citizens
having no way to influence public policy directly or effectively.

Invoking democracy

and freedom to promote

intervention,

occupation and gross human rights violations. Certainly not; To
abolish liberty is like wishing annihilation of air which is essential to
all life. ‘Denying an equal right to independently live their lives
leads people into feeling that any response, whatever, is justified
against the perpetrators of undue interference, aggression and

direct and indirect accupations.

To defend ourselves we need to learn
Some analysts, such.as Robert Fisk,

how to tell the whole truth.
Charley Reese, Abid Ullah

Jan and others, are courageous enough to tell the whole truth.

employed as justifications
accepted international norms.

One would have to go back to the
comparable bellicosity and cynicism

Visit; http:/fwww.the-quest.info

diatribes of Hitler to find
in the lies and provocations

for military aggression and violations of

17

;20035229523

SIRY:



Abid Ullah Jan

View Point

(E-mail: abidjan@tanzeem.org)

Pak Army Vs Pakistan

The armed forces shoulder a major
responsibility for the present and
future state of Pakistan for its staying
in power, or behind the power, for
most of the time since 1947. Before
assessing our armed forces role in
defending, decaying or disintegrating
Pakistan, we need to keep the
following three points with respect to
defence parameters in mind.

First, the strength of defence does
not in any way connote Pakistan
army's  involvement in  politics.
Whatever may the reasons of the
army's involvement in politics be, it is
ethically wrong and leads 1o
disastrous consequences. Pak army
should obey the Constitution under
which it has taken oath, Those in
uniform who negate and disobey
should meet due punishment.

Second, the strength of defence
doesn't simply lie in the management
of certain hardware or temporary
events. The perils encountering
ideology of the country due to
appeasement of one or another kind
must be routinely assessed to find
out potential, threats to national
security.

Third, there is no justification in
treating defence as holy cow — One
above all evils. In light of Muslim
history and traditions, defence affairs
are also to be confined within limits.
Defence affairs must also be
processed and sieved, its working
should be — with litle restraint -
talked in pariiament and its
performance should be checked by
some kind of accountability process.

Assessed on such parameters, the
armmy that prides itsetf on being a
unifying power, in reality, has always
heen a force of decay and
disintegration. Since 1951
Washington has feit that the army
was the best guarantor of its
interests. Pakistan's  first military
coup, in October 1958, backed by the
US, sought to pre-empt the country's
first general election amid fears that
political parties hostite to the US

security alliance might win 3
substantial majority in parliament.
The first dictator, General Ayub

Khan, was secular in outlook and
fond of his drink. Weakening of state
institutions began during his rule. He
imprisoned and tortured dissidents,
destroyed the free press and set

precedents for rigged referendums

and elections. He started the dirty
work of creating a civilian facade for
unconstitutional military rule.

Just as General Musharraf is ignoring
majority of Pakistanis under the label
of "vocal minority,” Generai Ayub also
ignored the needs of the majority in
East Pakistan. After a six-month

popular uprising, General Yahya
replaced him and immediately
announced the country's long-

postponed general election to take
place in January 1970.

The elections took place on
schedule. The Bengali province
elected the nationalist Awami League
to power. The bulk of the army and
the 22 families that controlled 80 per
cent of the wealth belonged to West
Pakistan. General Yahya as their
representative refused to accept the
Bengali victory and declared war on
the majority of Pakistan, which led to

‘the break-up of Pakistan. The
Pakistani expeditionary force
surrendered without a battle. [t was a
total humitiation.

In 1977, Bhutto's refusal to cancel the
nuciear project led to his overthrow
and a US-sponsared public agitations
and coup saw another General taking
destiny of Pakistari in his hands.
Unlike his military predecessar, Zia
pledged elections within 90 days. The
Pentagon and the Defense
Inteligence Agency, e€ager for a
proxy in Afghanistan, spawned
General Zia, whose monsirous
regime brutalized political institutions
for 11 years.

After completing his services to the
US, Zia had to be removed through
assassination in  1989. Real
assassins were never uncovered.

owever, the American plot, which

soon became an open secret, was
definitely carried out by the military
men because Mrs Zia also confirmed
that her husband had been killed "by
his own" — the army.

After ten years of civilian rule, Nawaz
Sharif attempt to get rid of General
Pervez Musharraf backfired. Nawaz
Sharif and his company created an
enterprise culture in which everything
was for sale, including generais.
Rumours abound that to buy time
and extract yet more money, Sharif
and company provided sacks full of
dollars to friendly generals.

For the first time in Pakistan's histery,
General Musharraf took power in
October 1999 against the will of the
US. The events of September 11,
however, transformed the General
from a despicable dictator to a
desirable ally. But his job was more
difficuit than his predecessor's.
Musharraf had to unravel the only
victory ever won by his army for the
US: the Taliban takeover of Kabul.
This has created severe tensions
inside an army whose discipline has
never broken.

Throughout this saga of failure and
devoted service o American
masters, nowhere we see the in-
power armed forces strengthening
other state institutions for the benefit
of common man. Even the latest
attempt by General Musharraf to end
the intriguing corruption — that gulps
out one-fourth of the national wealth
annually ~ ended in bringing the
same corrupt blood to power in return
for their promising support to
legitimising dictatorship. ~ While
embracing corrupt political leaders for
its own interest, the military ignored
that Rs.400 billion to Rs.500 billion
are lost to the country every year
pecause of the same persons once
charged by his _accountability
apparatus.

As one dictator followed another,
instead of the pre-independence
Pakistan's movement, the army's
vision of Pakistan began to define the
state. The army has profited
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