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hypocrisy — under which Israel is ~ ' ' :

given arms worth 2.5 billion at the
same time when an anti-Israel Muslim
state is being disarmed by force —
everyone starts considering offence
as the best defense.

No matter how much analysts such
as Brink Lindsey of the Cato institute
may calt memorization of the Holy

Qura'an “rote memorization of ancient

texts,” no matter how the focus of the
message .-of [slam is twisted to
present it “anti-women,” the Western
suppression of critical inguiry into
their double standards, dissent of
their, policies, resistance against
subjugation of Muslims would only
grow with time. Introduction of a few
opportunist, seif-proclaimed
‘moderates” . cannot prove
civilisationai deciine of Isiam.
Any attempt at creating classes such
“decent,” but passive, Musiim
center” and “harsh fundamentalism”
would succeed but temporarily.
Those who are considered as
“intolerant bigots” are those who lose
their temper, but it doesn't mean that
the rest do not share their views and
they would not stand by iIslam if it
came to the more open confrontation
with Islam. Pubiicly distancing oneself

from those Christians who smear.

Islam with a broad brush does not
guarantee an all out private war on
weakening Muslim states at any cost.
Regutar denunciation  of " “bigot
Christians” by .- your “moderate
majority”. is no answer to the same
sources  justifying vyour double
standards and unjust foreign poticies.
The approval, for instance, for going
to war with Iraq without even knolwing
lrag's crime or even just the
whereabouts of Iraq is the weakness
of your society.

Those who have read history know

that your civil wars were different than
the war people like Thomas Friedman
want to ignite “within Islam.” You
must not urge Muslims to cut each
other's throat. No one among us is
taking us back to the Dark Ages.
Present is the Darkest Age of Islam,

-not the past because we are quick to

support the US war on lraq and
Afghanistan but have to quts fo stand
for the rights of the Palestinians all of
whom in"a few months time would
have been strip searched by the
Israeli soldiers. it is because we do
not have the will; we do not have the

. courage; the knowledge, the strength

that we used to have in our “Dark
Ages” ~ the Dark Ages, when

memorizing_Qura'an was not “rote -
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memorization of ancients text” o us.

it was a time when there were no
moderates and fundamentalists

- among us; when we didn't considered

teachings of Islam as ‘tools for
“subjugating women.”

Friends, unless you stop promotmg a
war within Islam, there is going fo be
a war between our civilizations. We're
just one more American occupation of
a Muslim country away from that. So
let's' dedicate this next year to fighting
intolerance and insanity at the policy
levels in Western capitals so we can
preserve our good relations with
common man In the streete. of Europe
and America. .
Sincerely,

" Muslims wﬂhout any tag
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‘End N otes

{1) Reporter Mark Leff, CNN World
News, November 5, 1995, Web posted
at: 12:30 a.m. EST (0530 GMT)

-{2) “Istaeli rabbis call for kifiing the

Arabs,” Palestine-israel, Politics, July
28, - 2001
{httn./fwww. arab;cne ws. comvsansub/Dail
y/Dayi010728/2001072817 htmi)

(3)  htto:Awww. arabicnews.coméansub/
Daily/0ay/021026/2002102611 him!

(4) “WILL, KILL THE ARABS!" BBC
Oniine, Tuesday, 10 April 2001 16.01
GMT, 17:01 UK, ’'Rabbi calls for
anmihilation of Arabs,” in a sermon
dalivered on Monday, Aprl 10, td mark
the Jewish festival of Passover. . -
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Abid Ullah Jan

View Point

To Leaders of the Western
world
From : Muslims without any tag of

moderate or radical Islam
Dear Sirs,

As you approach Thanksgiving and
we approach the end of Ramadan,
we thought it would be a good time
for us 1o share with you some
concerns. Let us be blunt: We are
increasingly worried that we are being
driven toward a civilisational war.

How so? Well, let us point out just a
few news slories in recent days,
which have been blown out of context
to make excuse for a war between

civilisations. Imam Samudra, the
Indonesian  Islamist has been
accused of masterminding last

month's Bali bombing. He has not
been convicted. Even if reports of his
canfession that it was a "holy bomb”
that ripped apart that disco is true,
still he is an individual. If there is
nothing "holy" about a bomb that kills
200 people just because they are
foreigners, so could nothing turn a
bomp into "Ramadan present,” as
one of the US air force officer chalked
an a bomb for targeting lragi Muslims.
If that could be one lone officers
wish "Holy bomb” in Bali could also
be a lone mam’'s description.

Then we are forced to read weli-
publicized  stories about Bonnie
Penner, a young U.S. missionary
nurse at a prenatal clinic in Sidon,
| ebanon, which provided care for
needy Palestinians and Lebanese. Of
course killing her is a gruesome and
unacceptable act. However, to argue
that only she was shot for who she
was is wrong. Muslims die in scores
on weekly basis simply for who they
are is enough to justify occupation of
their lands, repressing them from
generation to generation and killing
them with no remorse of links to
codes of humanity and civilized
conguct.

There is no doubt that Azmi Abu
Hilayel, whose son Na'el strapped
himself with dynamite and blew up an

Taming the

israeli bus with school kids, was
quoted as saying: "l thanked God
when | heard that my son had died in
an operation for the sake of Goed and
the homeland." Of course the God of
islam does not bless indiscriminate
killing but it is wrong to equate Israeli
soldiers killing dozens of Palestinian
children with killings as a result of
“suicide” bombing by Palestinians.
God does not biess lsraeli killing but
He definitely approves and blesses

resistance to  occupation and
oppression.

Analysts such as Thomas L.
Friedman may not hear Israeli

generals, parents or rabbis thanking
God their sons could kill Muslim Kids.
The reason one side thanks God and
the other does not is simple: one has
the power the other does not. One
can run in tanks, helicopters and F-16
planes at any time it may wish to kil' a
foew Palestinian enemies The other,
however, plans and waits for an
opportunity and thanks God when its
has it. As far the pride over and
inciting violence goes, Israeli's are
not far behind the few Muslim clerks
quoted by your press time and again.
Didn't Rabin order to kill bones of
Palestinians in 19957 (1) Don't you
see Israeli soldiers taking pictures
with dead Palestinians?

Did the lsraeli rabbi Munir Lao not
hale the killing of Palestinian children
and youth by the lsraeli settlers? Did
the Israeli rabbi Ovadia Youssef not
describe the Arabs as snakes that
should be killed” He said” The
Palestinians should be  killed
especially in Jerusalem hecause they
are like ants and when the Masiah
(Christ) comes he will disperse the
Arabs.” (2) Did one of the most
important Israeli Rabi, Mordekhai
Elyaho, not justify stealing of Arab
properties as recently as Qctober 26,
20027 (3) And, did the spiritual leader
of Israel's Shas party, Rabbi Ovadia
vosef, not forbid “to be merciful” to
Arahs? Didn't he order: “You must
send missiles to them and annihilate
them. They are evil and damnable.”
(4) Why shall countless statements

(E-mail: Abidjan@tanzeem.org)

Hegemons

like these be individual views but any
such statement from amongst the
Muslims is voice of a ‘“harsh
fundamentalists” who have
dominated the “decent moderates’?
The Americans had two marines shot
in Kuwait, a country they helped
rescue from Saddam, and they saw
one of their top aid officials in Jordan
killed in his front yard for a similar
"erime” — being an American in the
Muslim world. This kilting is wrong but
could not outweigh deaths of more
than twelve thousand Afghans since
October 7. 2001 and millions of Iragis
since 1990, just because they are
Muslims and happen 1o be living
under governments which the US
propped up in the first place and then
decided to overthrow them with ali the
available force at its disposal
Thousands of people are getting
killed in Algeria, Chechnya, Kashmir
and elsewhere not because all of
them are terrorists but because they
are Muslims and any excuse is good
enough to justify their massacre.

You say all this is happening because
of a deeply intolerant strain of Islam
that is a response to your failing
states, squandered oil wealth, broken
ideologies {Nasserism) and
generations  of  autccracy and
illiteracy. We say it is not only due to
your support Israeli aggression,
continued occupation and repression
put also due to your support of
kingdoms, autocracies and military
dictatorships around the world. It is
the US forces who restored the
undemocratic regime of Kuwati ruling
family. It is the American forces which
are protecting the House of Saud
from being toppled. It is the us
money that is keeping Egyptian
dictator in power. 1t is the American
support that helped Pakistani dictator
extend his rule to another five years.
We are sure that there is no rise of
armed, angry and harsh
fundamentalism among our midst
We think there is a limit to duphcity
and double standards. When pushed
against the wall, when discovered
that there is no end to westermn
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Win Hearts with Democracy

BEING a dictator in Muslim
countries still comes with the job
security as it used to. be.
Undoubtedly, tyrants who once
seemed invincible started.losing
their grip since 2000, especially
those who hid their despotic
tendencies behind a fig leaf of
democratic process. But not in
Muslim states.

At the ballot box, in courtrocoms and
on the streets, once-obedient
subjects have begun a widespread
revoit. Again, not in Muslim states, at
a horrible cost of losing hearts and
minds of Muslim masses.

After a blood-soaked decade in
power, Yugoslavia's Slobodan
Milosevic was toppled in October,
2000 in a revolution triggered by his
landslide defeat in eleclions. A few
weeks later, Peru's Alberto Fujimori
tendered his resignation under the
most  humiliating  circumstances.
Mexico's Institutional Revolutionary
Party (PRI) was voted out after 71
years of virtual one-party rule. A year
earlier, public protests forced
Nigeria's military rulers to submit to
elections, bringing civilian rule for the
first time in 15 years.

After public humiliation of Chilean
dictator Augusto Pinochet, Reed
Brody, advocacy director of Human
Rights Watch, a New York human
rights group said: "What we see now
is dictators can hide, but they cannot
run." There are exceptions to this
trend and interestingly almost all of
them in the Muslim countries, where
optimism about fledgling
democracies  continues to  be
aovershadowed by a handful of
repressive rulers, particularly Hosni
Mubarak and Pervez Musharraf. The
reason these two stand out is that the
rest have justified themselves in the

form of one family rule, but these two
are stealing in the name of
democracy.

The stronger the support fram the
West, the stronger the hold dictators
have, especially in the countries on
the US hit list. Culture and civilization
seem to matter here. The tyrants
most  susceptible to collapse, it
seems, are predominantly non-
Muslims and surrounded by countries

already on the road to democracy.
Most entrenched are dictatorships in
countries identified by the US
analysts are the future foes in a
“clash of civilizations.”

The influences that according to
human rights and democratization
studies contribute to the collapse of
dictatorships seem to be not working
in Muslim countries due to suitability
of dictatorship to the warriors of the
“war on terrorism.” Despite opposition
movements having increased access
to information -- including from other
successful liberation movements --
dictators do not tend to become
isofated and out of touch,

Dictators are now playing the game
of running democracies. Authoritarian
countries seeking foreign investment
and integration into the world's
financial and political organizations
are feeling no pressure to at least
pretend to conform to human rights
and governance norms. Pressure on
non-Muslim governments to achieve
at least the appearance of legitimacy
has forced leaders like Zimbabwe's
Mugabe to submit to elections -- the
vehicle for Milosevic’s and Fujimoari's
downfalls.

US and its allies, who proclaim to
honor democracy and freedom, have
embraced dictators only because
they seem to serve American
interests. Like his predecessors,
President Bush is falling for the
iliusion that tyrants make great allies.
in some cases, there may appear to
be no practical alternative. It would
have been much more difficult to
dislodge the Taliban from
Afghanistan without the cooperation
of Gen. Musharraf. Washington's
longstanding ties to the Saudi royal
family have ensured a steady flow of
oil to the West for most of the last 60
years. However, should oil and
imaginary enemies of the US dictate
the fate of suffering humanity at the
hand of these tyrants?

There must be a difference between
making alliances of convenience and
uncritically working with dictators.
Muting its support for democracy and
human rights leads to more and more
anti-Westernism in these societies.
The autocratic friends of Washington

are simply turning their countries into
breeding ground for anti-American
hostility.  Violent  feelings and
subsequent terrorism will retreat only
where democracy advances, not
where autocrats muzzle political
expression or manufacture votes to
project an image of democraticaily
elected leaders abroad,

The latest political developments in
Pakistan in particular are quite
discouraging. Anyone may call it a
democracy but not this scribe who
sees, apart from many legal
complications, front-page pictures in
newspapers of an elected prime
minister taking fessons from a
president in military uniform. This is
the direct result of what Washington
Post described in its August 25, 2002
editorial as undoing the “sense of
balance” required for promoting
democracy in Muslim couniries. The
editorial says: “The State
Department's effort to get that
balance right last week was pretty
much undone by President Bush,
who in an off-the-cuff comment
conveyed a sense that democracy in
the South Asian country [Pakistan]
isn't all that important to him.”

The cost of cozying up to dictators in
this fashion is far more than the
capacity of both the suffering masses
in Muslim states and supporters of
autocracies in the West. Meeting
West's short-term  military  and
diplomatic needs should not require
abandening its democratic and
human rights principles.

As far Pakistan is concerned, it is not
all over yet. Putting pressure on
Musharraf to withdraw LFQ  and
resign from the position of Chief of
Army Staff may do the much-needed
trick restoring democracy in Pakistan.
For elsewhere there could be other
suitable strategies, which alone, in
the end, would pave the way for
winning hearts and minds of Muslim
masses.

The author is Executive Director of
the Independent Center for
Strategic Studies and Analysis
(ICSSA) in Pakistan. His latest
book“A War on Islam?” has just
been released in UK.




