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Furthermore, recent report from the
American circles reveal that General
Musharraf didn't sack Nawaz Sharif
for democracy as it is evident from
his own role in playing with
democratic principles and
institutions. He is believed to have
sacked Nawaz government for the
signs of a thaw in Pakistan-india ties
after Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee's visit to Lahore in
February 1999 and Musharrafs
failed Kargil operation in Kashmir.

The July 26th report of the
International Crisis Group also calls
Musharrafs counter-madrasa refo.
as "tactics to ward off international
pressure, appease the U.S., and
keep power with u.s.

acquiescence.” It is interesting to ~
note that western analysts talk of .

madrassa, military, Jihad and
Kashmir in a single breath. With
closed eyes to the history and reality
of Kashmir, they argue: "The
military's Kashmir policy is mainly
unchanged. Although Indian military
pressure and international
diplomacy forced the government 1o
announce a halt in cross-border

infiltration, this is a tactic, not a |

permanent change in Kashmir policy
or the military’s ties with the jihadis.
As the military's domestic legitimacy
declines, Musharraf's main objective
is regime survival, not creation of a
democratic, tolerant culture by
eliminating extremism."

These indicators suggest that you
would have to keep on surrendering
once you start compromising .on
principles. For staying a few days in
power with American support,
Musharraf sacrificed all religious,
moral and diplomatic principles after
September 11. If he is still interested
in power, he has to unload a few
more burdensome principles from
his baggage. He must have to forget
UN Security Council resolutions on
Kashmir. He has to accept that UN
means nothing as long as the US
doesn't want it to make a difference.
Musharraf has to accept that
Pakistan is not an Islamic state, so it
does not make any difference if
Kashmiris stay with secular India or
join secular Pakistan. He has to
admit that India has every right to
treat "Jihadis" in the Northern parts
of its country just as Musharrafs
men in uniform are killing its own
people and demolishing homes in
the North West of Pakistan, also for

their providing shelter to "Jihadis"
from Afghanistan.

For Musharraf the choice is clear: he
has to be either for Islam or against
islam. If he is for Islam, he has to, at
teast, shelter those who are running
from American terrorism with the
same feeling that he has for those
who are suffering from Indian
terrorism, which means he has to
stop supporting the ‘“war on
terrorism.” If he is against Islam,
then he shall treat people struggling
against Indian repression as he is
treating people struggling against
American highhandedness, which
means he has to unconditionally

arsenal with it without further delay.

Musharraf has to respond to "with us
or against us" calls from Muslims
this time. He cannct fight for and
against Islam at the same time.
There are ne good and bad Muslims
- only the US foreign policy and
subsequent terror makes them so.
Speaking from both sides of his

mouth and taking contradictory
actions would soon land those in
Musharrafs seat who  have

wholeheartedly decided to beat him
in liberalism as well as putting every
left out shred of independence,
saovereignty and Islam for sale to the
highest bidder.
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View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

-mail: abidjan/@tanzeem.org)

Twilight of Musharraf's Rule

Musharraf was just a few days
inte his honeymoon with Bush
when he declared "Taliban days are
numbered." Twelve months down
the road, we now need a bit more
closerto-Washington dictator to tell
us that Musharrafs days are
numbered as well. We may not
believe it but signs of an imminent
divorce are there for us to analyse.
Remember not to forget
mouthpieces of official policy from
Washington such as the New York
Times, the Washington Post, etc.
Remember, as recently as July 03,
2002, New York Times was trying
through its editorial to force the
Americans to think that American
"security  would be gravely
threatened" if Musharraf is not
helped to "deal smartly with the
rising challenge to his pro-western,
secular rule." Remember the same
paper presenting "The Case for the
General” in November 12, 1999
issue. Remember US experts like
Robert McFarlane, telling the world
that the only way to deal with
"dysfunctional nuclear democracy”
is to propose military control (NY
Times October 14, 1999) and for
that Musharraf was a wise pick.

The Bush and Mush secret love
affair  became  public ' after
September 11, 2001. Even today,
Bush acknowledges his love for the
General despite his display of the
worst dictatorial instincts Pakistanis
could ever experience under
previous dictatorships. The
question, however, arises: s
Washington  satisfied with the
services offered by Musharraf or it
has some better options available?
The changed tone of Washington's
propaganda mouthpieces show that
despite bending backwards beyond
his capacity Washington still expects
more and has better options
available.  New  York Times
recommended "strong rebuke from
Washington" for  Musharrafs
"assault on Pakistan's democratic
aspirations” in its Aug 23, editorial,
"Power Grab in Pakistan." It called
Washington's tepid response as
"embarrassing.”

Musharraf is fast becoming
redundant for a few unavoidable
reasons. One, he went so far in
pleasing Washington that anyone in
power can now easily utilise the way
he has paved for implementing
American dictates. Second, the
target is Pakistan's unforgettabie
and unforgivable nuclear ability and
military capability, which Musharraf,
as a dictator at least, will not agree
to sacrifice. Linked to this issue is
the Kashmir dispute, which if
resolved one way or the other,
would leave Musharraf with no
justification for keeping the bomb or
spending 80 per cent of our scarce
resources on military build up, or
stay in power as a dictator.

Benazir is a candidate that can go
many steps ahead of the General in
liberating Pakistanis from the
clutches of "mulla mentality."
Musharraf has not done a great deal
by removing Jihad related Quranic
verses from the school text books,
or removing headscarves from the
newsreaders at PTV, or introducing
women TV artists to skirts and jeans
and dancing not only during the
music shows but also in TV plays.
Unlike a dictator in boring and
offensive military uniform, Benazir
can well apply all these modernizing
trends to herself as a role model. If
she could let the public see through
her transparent blue suite while
visiting Badshahi Mosque with
Hillary Clinton, she can be a good
model with sleeveless shirts and
skirts that PTV is introducing at a
high cost through filming plays in
Europe and America.

But unfortunately, American can put
up without such modernisation on
our part, just as it is living with
"fundamentalism” in countries such
as Saudi Arabia. What is it then that
can still make a difference and make
someone like Benazir more
attractive option than Musharraf, It is
someone who can compromise on
Kashmir and subsequently on our
nuclear and military capability.
Benazir statements about Kashmir,
while she was in India, make her a
better choice for Washington.

Moreover, what makes Musharrafs
courtier spirit worthless and his
excellent job for the US of no value
at all is the suspicion of "madrassa,
militancy and  army  nexus,"
expressed in the recently released
report by International Crisis Group
(ICG) Asia. This report clearly
blames military for promoting Jihad
"in line with the military's internal
and external preferences.” Civilian
governments have been praised in
the report for containing "the power
of the mullas and to reform religious
education.”

General Mushairafs crackdown on
religious institutions in the country
has been ridiculed while Benazir is
praised for the moves she made “to
controi the madrasas." The report
expressed sorrow over military
intervention  for restricting her
authority in this regard because "the
military continued to seek 'strategic
depth' in Afghanistan and to 'bleed
India in Kashmir." Benazir had
taken initiatives on the issues that
Musharraf is tackling now. Her ban
on entry of Arab students and
making it compulsoery for all foreign
students and their madrasas to
obtain a "No Cbjection Certificate” is
considered of no match. Without any
direct US pressure, she instructed
Provincial zakat committees to end
funding to madrasas without proper

scrutiny. She also approached
foreign governments responsible for
funding Pakistani sectarian
institutions,

Benazir asked four provinces to
submit reports on the functioning of
madrasas with the intention of
curbing their autonomy. ICG report
highlights that Musharraf
government has failed to take
decisive action against the madrasa
sysiem. At the same time it reminds
us of PPP interior minister
Naseerullah Babar's pledge to
reform the madrasa sector with
introducing compulsory audits, new
curricula, and registration. Nawaz
Sharif has also been accused to
aligning "with the military," and
"sharing its perceptions and policies
toward Afghanistan and Kashmir.
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