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End Notes _ .

(1) The Statesman, Pakistan, The
News. Pakistan, front- -page stories,
Friday August 16, 2002.
(2) The Statesman, Pakistan,
Page story, Friday August 17, 2002
(3) Robert D. Blackwill us
Ambassador to India, Address to the
Delhi Policy Group. Habitat Centre. New
Dethi. India, February 26. 2002
(4) The Associated Press Monday,
June 24 2002,
http://www washingtonpost com/acz/wp-
dyn/A37357-
20021un247language=printer
(5) Israeli Prime Minister, Ariei Sharon,
October 3. 2001
(6) Clinton's reply after
Ambassador  Shoval presented
credentlals September 10. 1998,
{7} Speech to Amernican
Commlt:ee. May 3. 2001
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View Point

Abid Ullah Jan
(E-mail: anidjan@tanzeem.org)

The Curse of Half-Truths

It was really surprising to read the
frontipage blaring headline: “Indo-

Israeli fexus threat to Muslim
world.” """ From a “moderate” point of
view this amounts to “airing

conspiracy theories.” At first glance
it looks like a statement from some
‘extremist” religious leader, but a
detaited reading reveals the words
belong 1o General Musharraf —
Washington's moderate darling. And
yet more surprising is the next day’s
headline whereby Musharraf asks
US—a member of the same nexus —
“to help resolve Kashmir dispute.” ‘%
The General must have thought a
thousand times before mustering
enough courage to publicly declare
Israel and India a “threat to the
Muslim world.” It is a great retreat by
the General since his ultra-moderate
speech on January 12, 2002. With
reference to Pakistanis emotional
attachment with Palestinians,
Bosnians. etc.. he said, "we are not
Islam’s tekadar’” — means, why shall
we have a monopoly over defending
Islam, why not others? As a
moderate Muslim, it's a sin to call
policies of Mr. Bush's “man of
peace” a threat to Islam. Similarly,
Vajpayee is doing nothing other than
crushing “militant Muslims.”

By "moderate” standards General
Musharrafs words is a ‘“hate
speech” in which he is "swept away
by emotions.” However, he excluded
US from the nexus and asked its
help the very next day for solving
the Kashmir issue. It must now be
clear to the “moderates,” who
believe the on going "war on
terrorism” is not a war on Islam that
if Musharraf, US closest ally, is right
in his latest assertion, it is then
definitely a US-led war on Islam,
Otherwise Musharraf is wrong. Let
us see how.

Cautious Musharraf told the half-
truth by keeping US out of the
nexus, but if we want to defend
Islam from any threat, we need to
learn how to tell the whole truth.

The whote truth, according to
Vajpayee, is that India and US are
“natural allies.” Musharraf blames
India for threatening Islam, whereas

Bush praises it for its "constructive
global role.” Bush says, the US is
working with India "in ways [they]
have never before. ¥ The whole
truth, According to Bush, is that no
matter we call it a threat to Islam or
else, Israel has the right to “continue
to defend herself.” “ Musharraf asks
US for help, forgetting Sharon
words: “] want to tell you something
very clear...We, the Jewish people,
control America, and the Americans
know it" ® Former US Senator
William Fulbright admits this reality.
In his words: "israel controls the
United States Senate.”

Musharraf's rude realisation that at
least Israel and India are a “threat to
the world of Islam” makes our job
easy. It makes the US a threat to the
world of Islam by default. Using the
same American formula of “with us
or against us” and considering any
one enemy who “harbour, support or
finance” our enemy, US becomes
the serious threat to our existence.
Doesn't matter if we don't have
daisy cutters and cluster bombs to
overthrow Bush and install an 1SI
trained puppet on throne in
Washington. ,

The Taliban are still being chased to
nothing less than death for their
support to the US-declared enemies
of America. By that logic, US is an
enemy of islam because Bifl Clinton
called US relationship with Israel "a
special—even on occasion a
wonderful relationship.” And just like
the Taliban feelings for their guests,
the US is "proud of the strong bond
[it has] forged with Israel, based on
...shared values and ideals” ™ In
the words of Bush Junior: “We will
stand up for our friends in the world.
And one of our most imPonant
friends is the State of Israel. '

The US is the Chief sponsors of its
eternal friends, who are knee deep
in Muslim blocod and Musharraf
considers them as enemies. Unlike
Al-Qaeda, whose involvement in
September 11 attacks has yet to be
substantiated by presenting credible
evidence, Israel and Indian atrocities
are not hidden from anyone. The
Taliban didn't violate any UN SC

resolution. Whereas the state of
Israel stands in open, stick-it-where-
the-sun-don't-shine defiance of more
than 60 UNSC resolutions.
Enforcing UN resolutions against
Irag is OK, even if it means killing
half a million Iraqgi children, but no
resolution can be enforced against
Israel because the US refuses to
allow any enforcement actions. So.
if Israel appears on the list of
enemies of Islam, the US must top
the same list.

For how long would personal
interests of our leaders hold them
from telling the whole truth? If the
US can consider the Taliban as
enemies for their association with
Al-Qaeda, why can't we include US
in the nexus that threatens the world
of Islam? Would any leader be able
to save us from an enemy whose
every dictate he accepts as a word
from heavens? Would we ever have
peace, harmony and siability at
home, if we devise our internal
policies on the instruction from an
enemy, whose sole objective is to
divide and weaken us? Are Irag and
now Saudi Arabia not examples of
US friends tumed into enemies
because  they have  shown
reluctance to accept every right or
wrong from Washington?
Irrespective of our reluctance to tell
the whole truth and irrespective of
our presenting ourselves as the best
“moderate” Muslims, we are in for a

future far worse than what
Afghanistan is facing today
Unlike Muslim leaders, many

western analysts, such as Raobert
Fisk, Charley Reese and others. are
courageous enough to telt the whole
truth. We may never see an end to
global apartheid for Muslims and
peace and sccurity for all as long as
Muslim leaders themselves do not
stand up Aagsinst injustice and
Western. douvbte standards. 't is
highly unlikely that 52 couvntries
would unanimously say one thing
and US would do another. The US
would never continue following the
course once travelled by Hitler.
provided we have the courage to tell
the whole truth.
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