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 Falastine Numbe

| My Dear Br. Akif Saeed Sahib,

 the best of health and spirit.

igaamat-ud-Deen.

r-A Beautiful Issue
| hope and pray this reaches you while you and your family are in :

; Alf Mabrook! for taking out a beautiful special issue of Nida as J
[ "Falastine Number*. We congratulate you, especially, and ali others |
| involved, in bringing this out including but not limited to the brothers you }
| mentioned in your “Id'area”. Whenever | see something good in Nida, | ‘
‘| remember Marhoom Br. Iqtedar Sahib.and | make Dua for him. ‘

1 Our Salaams and Dua's to all there especially to Mohtaram Doctor }
| Sahib, with Special Dua for your steadfastness in the struggle for |

Tanzeem-e-islami North America. -
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has the authority to aliow dictatorship
to amend the original constitution.
This court has now decided that we
cannot live without riba. This is the
supreme disgrace of the spiritual
message of Islam at the hands of a
Muslim "supreme” court.

Silence of our so-called | religious
leaders. religious parties, ' media,
political ‘analysts and above all the
common man is sign a nationwide
approval of going against Quran. It
shows that we are close to facing the
wrath of Allah the way other stubborn_
nations before us tasted bitter fruits of
their much vaunted wisdom. Nothing
can save a nation. that considers its
intellect superior than the divine
wisdom and pins down its hopes in
ways designed by enemies of Islam.
Concerned . officials of the sitting
government and justices of the
Supreme Court bear full responsibility
for taking this nation in the direction of
utler  humiliation, disgrace . and
extinction as a living nation. This is
one of .the darkest and most
disgraceful . final chapters of our
existence. : i

provisional constitution but ironically .
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Occupled Pakistan

Mr Abid'Ullah Jan's poignant and angry éssay (June 25) accurately i

reflects how Pakistan is viewed not only by Western democracies but

also many experts. A year ago, the Chief Executive himself admitted it
was being perceived as a failed and a terrorist state. Nor should we .‘
forget that President Bush, who considers General Musharraf a close |

friend. himself called Pakistan a failed state. But what is a faited or
failing state?

. When the politicai elite is unable to guard a hation's democratic |
institutions, when it can function only by frequent emergency infusions |
of foreign aid, when society is plagued by sectarian violence, when :
laws diminish women and minorities, then it must be said - painfully, of §

course, - that it has failed or is failing.

Yet, in the US, some like Dr. Riffat Hassan have raised their voices
in defence of Pakistan and have expressed the hope that Pakistan
would soon become a "functioning” state: If General Musharraf were

.o contain sectarian violence, improve the rights of minorities. or

denounce the Zia legacy and reaffirm the Quaid's socio-political
vision, this potentially great country would be on its way.-BRIJEN K.

GUPTA, NY, USA, via e-mail, June 26.
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~ Supreme DISGRACE.

The Supreme Court "committed the
unpardonable sin." It has "committed
one of the biggest and most serious
crimes.. the theft of the presidency.”

The Supreme Court judges, "the
perpetrators of this crime, have to be
denominated criminals.” They are
"criminals in the very truest sense of
the word.” “And like typical criminals,
the felonious five left their
incriminating fingerprints everywhere,
showing an unmistakable
conscioushess of guilt on their part.”
"Is there any limit to the effrontery and
shamelessness of these five" Justices
- the "judicial sociopaths"? Before
someone jump to conclusions and call
these words treason and contempt of
the Supreme Court of Pakistan, let it
be clear that by sheer coincidence it
seems as if the words have been
used for the Supreme Court of
Pakistan. Whereas, in fact, this is
what Vincent Bugliosi had to" write
about the US Supreme Court in
February 05, 2001 issue of Nation
magazine. Interestingly, he is nol
alone. Unlike an unusual silence in
Pakistan over the Supreme Court's
role  (that begin with justifying
dictatorship and all the tactics it used
to whitewash itself and came to the
extreme of ignoring . Quranic
injunctions to please the government
on June 25), the US Supreme Court's
raling that, in effect, made Bush
president has been  furiously
condemned by an array of law
professors, editorial writers, and
columnists, among many others. The
New York Times said the ruling
appeared "openly political" and that it
"eroded public confidence in the
Court." Furthermore, the cover of the
December 25 New Republic showed
a photograph of the United States
Supreme Court over which was
superimposed, in large capital letters,
DISGRACE. Inside that issue,
Georgetown University law professor
Jeffrey Rosen, fulminated that the
decision resulted in "destroying the
legitimacy of the Supreme Court.” In
s December 19 New York Post
column, Sidney Zion described “the
judicial coup d'état that putsched
George W. Bush into the White

_system.

House." Eben Moglen, professor of
law and legal history at Columbia
University Law School,
Supreme Court's politics, in addition
to lacking integrity, were also foolish.”
Contrary to the reactions in US, our
spineless approach towards Supreme
Courts ruling and role since October
12, 199¢ is beyond  any
comprehension. We have yet to see
an article in Urdu or English press
that would point out how brazenly our
Supreme Court has wiped out all
achievements made in the last 15-20
years toward Islamising our banking
system. We have yet to see

someone telling the people that the -

Supreme Court did not play an
independent role. We have yet to
hear that the Supreme Court went
against Quran on clear instructions
and directions from the government.
Those who don't know the details
must keep in mind that Federal

Shariat Court of Pakistan in its

landmark decision declared charging
of interest as un-lstamic in 1991. But
the government at the time, led by
Prime Minister Nawaz  Sharif,
appealed against the verdict to the
Supreme Court. In February 1999, the
Sharif government tried to withdraw
its appeal, but was not allowed to do
so. In December 1999, Pakistan's
Supreme Court deciared - interest
charges by banks as un-Islamic and
told the government to set up an
interest-free economy by 2001. In a
landmark decision, a four-judge
bench of the Supreme Court in the
city of Lahore said the charging of
interest, known as riba, went "against
the saying of the holy Prophet
Mohammad and the Koran and
Sunnah [traditions of the Prophet}".

The Supreme Court directed the
govemment to set up a commiltee
within'a month to transform Pakistan's
existing financial system. Two years
was sufficient time for the committee

to be made up of Islamic scholars, -

economists, bankers and chartered
accountants, %o come up with
recommendations*and concrete steps
fo evolve an Interest-free banking
instead the government
ignored the decision and avoided

said. "The.

taking any serious step in the right
direction. In 2001, it asked for another
year to complete the process. but just
before the deadline of June 30, 2002,
it came up with a gun on UBL
shoulders in the form of a review
petition.

For going against the Quran, our
government had to violate two legal
principles at the same. time. One,
review petition needs to be submitted
within 40 days of the decision,
whereas in this case more than 400
days  elapsed since the initial
decision. Secondly, only that bench,
which makes the initial decision. has
the right to review a petition. In this
unique case, - the government
purposely disbanded the original
bench. Renowned religious scholar,

Justice Mufti Taqi Usmani was
removed from the bench. The
government's circuitous argument

was widely publicised through press
and electronic media, whereas the
counter argument just went unheard.
On June 19, the government
spokesperson openly declared that
irespective  of interest  being
forbidden in Isiam, the government
has no option but to continue with the
interest based banking. )
Supreme Court was listening to the
government. It so obviously caved in.

And within days made a decision,
which has not only stopped the long
initiated process in its tracks but aiso
proved without any reasonable doubt
that a court that can compromise on
the Quran can compromise on
anything under the sun. It has proved
that our Supreme Court is no more an
independent body. and that all the
decisions taken through this body
since October 12, 1999 are not
impartial and in the interest of the
nation.

Just imagine: How can a court make
a sound judgement for a better future
of this nation, which considers
Quranic injunctions against its
interests? Supreme Court is the body,
which has approved dictatorship. it is
the same body, which has approved
whitewashing the same dictatorship
with a sham referentium. It has
allowed itselff to work under
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At the one hand there are calls
for strengthening Busharrafism in
Pakistan and on the other
American analysts, such as
David Ignatius (Washington Post
July 5. 2002) suggest ways for
waging a "long war of liberation in
the Arab world." The proposed
war is not for "liberating Arabhs”
from the clutches of dictators -
which is Al Qaeda’s slegan as
well. It won't help them establish
governments of their linking in
places such as Egypt. The more
than two billion dollars going
annually into support of
Mubarak's regime is not tc help
common man in Egypt at all. Itis
to protect a regime working
against wishes of the majority.

We must not forget that the US
can effectively install puppets
and sustain them for some time
as well. However, if it seriously
considers changes in the political
culture of the Muslim world. it has
to keep in mind that it has no
support of the "soft power,” which
is as important as hard military
power and the raining dollars.
Soft power lies is in the hands of
ordinary people who hold the
network of Jocal Iinstitutions,
indigenous culture, and religious
values and norms dear and
intact. They cannoct be purchased
by "open grants from Europe and
the United States,” as suggested
by David Ignatius. The
Americans in particular must
keep in mind that hatred against
America is the direct result of the
policies whose dark side is kept
secret from them. Busharrafism
is one of them. Western analysts

agree that Al Qaeda like
movement is not an isolaled
phenomenon, but they fail to

recognise its root cause. For
instance, Wade Davis concludes
in his recent column {IHT, July &)
that Al Qaeda is "manifestation of
a deeper and broader conflict
between those who have and
those who have not" This,
however, is not true. It is not a
conflict between "have" and
"have nots" but between the
oppressor and the oppressed;
the imposed rulers and the ruled;
the people feeling proud of being
Busharraf and the people going
through agony of Busharrafism.

Sanctions, daisey cutters and

occupations cannot defeat
hatred. It can be vanquished only
by humanity, and the best way to
do it i1s to put pressure on
Washington through the
American people. To travel that
arduous path, which alone offers
Americans the security they
crave, requires a recognition that
one is not fully human until one
acknowledges and affirms the
need to freedom and
independence of others.

We understand that so great is
the decline of liberty in the US
that the citizen today is noiable
who protests against injustice. He
is not only notable, but even
bizarre; the Americans tend to
wonder that he has so little to do
that he must interfere in
government concerns. When
Professor Chafee ventured to
defend the rights of Americans to
freedom of speech, there were
Harvard alumni anxious for his
removal from the university. It is

deja vu all over again. The
Americans expect Bush and
Powell to announce what
organization of life is to be

imposed; but when the ordinary
citizen speaks, they are either
amazed at his courage or
indignant at his intrusion. Yet,
after all it is the crdinary citizen
who is affected by the US
imposition of  Busharrafism
abroad.

The unnecessary pain that
results  from the Americans
unwillingness to engage in active
resentment of their foreign policy
would increase with each passing
day. In this over-dependent
world, an American cannot sleep
in peace if people in the far most
corner of the world cannot go to
sleep due to unjust policies of the
uUs. The Americans
acquiescence in their
government's view of freedom
and democracy enables dictators
to deprive of basic freedoms
millions of their people who
might. otherwise, share in the
gain as well as in the toil of living
in a peaceful world. The
Americans refusal to believe that
foreign affairs are their business
not less than that of the men at
Capital Hill may well send the
next generation, as it sent the
last, to die on the battlefield at

home and abroad. Yet civilisation

means, above all, an
unwillingness to inflict
unnecessary pain.  Within the

ambit of that definition, those
Americans  who heedlessly
accept the commands  of
authority and the official version
of each story of the suffering
lands, like Pakistan, cannot yet
claim to be civilized men.

The US and its Allies are
doubtless more powerful than at
any period in the history of the
wortd, but they are still
dependent for that power on their
willingness to cbey the decent
opinion of their subjects. The
Americans must not support their
government just because its
intentions are  sincere. A
catalogue of the action of states

undertaken from the highest
possible motives could easily be
made a list of errors now
regarded as monstrous. No
sincerty  of  purpose  ever
excludes the possibility of

conduct for which no excuse can
sericusly be made. Calvin was
completely sincere when he
burned Serventus. The
Inguisition served the highest
motives when it imprisoned
Galileo. George il was
unquestionably sincere in  his
opposition to the American
colonies and to  Catholic
Emancipation. In politics, at any
rate, it is not only necessary to
will what 15 right, but also to know
what it is right to will It 15 nice
question whether more harm
than good has not been done by
governments who have been left
unopposed because it has been
conjectured that they were doing
their best. The most passionate
conviction of rightness is never a
proof that we are not mistaken. It
is time for the Americans to act
and stop their government from
imposing Busharrafism an others.
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View Point

Abid Uflah Jan

(E-mail: abidjan@tanzeem.org}

Americans! Say No to Busharrafism.

e can never have peace
in the world unless the
Americans say "No" to

tyranny and injustice in unison
with cothers. We are paying the
price of their inertia, which
enables them to plough their little
furrow without an impending
sense of contingent disaster.
Undoubtedly, it saves them from
the grim need to end their
indifference to the problems
around the world. Yet, it can be
said with certainty that the price
of inertia is the loss of freedom
within and outside America
together with the civic sense in
the multitude. Men who insist that
some particular injustice 1s not
their respansibility sooner or later
become unable to resent any
injustice.

Pakistan is not that far away from
the Americans to find out the
reality behind half-truths their
media is telling them. The New
York Times (July 085), for
instance.  acknowledges that
Pakistanis are "turning against
Busharraf,” but ignores the
phenomenon of Busharrafism
that makes people chafe and fret
against insurmountable odds for
freedom and democracy in many
other Muslim ' countries like
Fakistan. The way Bush and his
company described perpetrators
of 9/11 as "enemies of freedom
and  democracy”  prevented
Americans from discovering the
reasons why the event actually
occurred. Understanding "why”
has further been cbscured by
subsequent denials of truth and
continuation of the American anti-
freedom and anti-democracy
policies.

Dexter Filkins of the New York
Times has rightly pointed out that
Musharrafs "dutiful carrying out
of Washington's demands is
galvanizing a widespread feeling
that he has iargely traded away
Pakistan's sovereignty to the
United States.” The American
analysts  trivially acknowledge
that Bush has turned Musharraf

into Busharraf, but no one asks,
why, or what consequences
would it have? As far we know,
Musharraf seized power from an
elected government in the best
interest of the country. We stood
behind him and he would
definitely have chatked out pro-
people policies, provided
Washington had not assured him
of full support to carry on with the
dictatorship. The way he staged
a fraudulent referendum; the way
he is playing with the constitution;
and the way he would bring in the
people of his cheice to national
and provincial assemblies in
October show that he has been
pushed into this cycle of
Busharrafism by the US.

The American public is shown
but just one side of the picture.
While the US policy has pushed
aimost all rulers in the Muslim
world into one or another kind of

repressive Busharrafism,
Washington  Post's  editorial
{"America's repressive allies’”

Dec. 31, 2001) could point out
China as the only repressive ally.
Consequently, most Americans
seem content to attribute others’
hatred toward America to
irraticnality of Muslims. Many in
the US actually agree with Ann
Coulter's statement
<C.diatribesann_coulter htm that
the US should "“invade their
ceuntries, kill their leaders and
convert them to Christianity,”
(Town Hall, September 14,
2001). This, however, is not the
solution. The sclution for the
Americans to live in peace is to
say no to their government's
policy of supporting Busharrafism
in the Muslim world.

No matter how much the New
York Times force the Americans
to think that American 'security
would be gravely threatened” if
Musharraf could not "deal smartly
with the rising challenge to his
pro-western, secular rule”
(Editorial July 03, 2002), the fact
remains that we do not judge our
government on the basis of

secularism and pro-Westernism.
We judge our government by its
legitimacy and its pro-people
policies. For the people of
Pakistan, Islamabad's role in the
sham "war on terrorism’ comes
long after its responsibility to
serve its people.

Removatl of an elected
governmert by Musharraf was
not a major concern for the
people. They felt betrayed as
they saw il prolonging its rule by
every available foul method
under the auspices of United
States. Governments of the US,
by the US and for the US are not
acceptable to anycne outside the
US. And this is where "hatred of
America” comes into play. No
one hates America for nothing.
No one feels jealous of its
progress. And there is no "Islamic
militant hatred of Amernica” as the
NY Times points out in its Juty
3rd editorial. People simply do
not like to suffer and die at the
hands of an illegitimate
government for the sake of
"American security."

The Western analysts make a
mistake of presenting regimes,
such as Karzai, Musharraf,
Mubarak etc. as legitimate
governments by virtue of Loya

Jirga, referendum and sham
elections respectively. Simon
Chesterman writing in

International Herald Tribune (July -
5, 2001) declared, "Afghanistan
has a government that s
somewhat more representative
than the cne put in place by
American  bombs and UN
diplomacy in December.” To
those who know the reality, there
15 not even a change of faces in
Kabul. At the same time, calls to
“liberate" lragi and other Arabs
are ¢n the rise, but there is no
mention te Palestimians’
liberations.

The idea is not to help Arab
masses break out of their
impasse. but to push the
remaining countries into  an
unending cycles of Busharrafism.
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