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used to deceive the weak as
Pakistan cannot even imagine
interference in domestic affairs of
the US, let alone surveillance}; and
.the growing irrelevance of borders
when comes to safequarding
interest of the strong.

In 21st century occupations, there
are no security threats in the
traditional sense; that is to say, the
powerful do not consider invading
the weak. Going to war is rather a
sign of policy failure. Mr. Cooper
elaborates:

"The challenge 1o the post-modern
world is to get used to the idea of
double standards. Among durselves,
we operate on the basis of laws and
open cooperative security. But when
dealing with more old-fashioned
kinds of states outside the post-
modern continent of Europe, we
need to revert to the rougher
methods of an earlier era - force,
pre-emptive  attack, deception,
whatever is necessary to deal with
those who still live in the nineteenth
century world of every state for
itself. Among ourselves, we keep
the law but when we are operating
in the jungle, we must also use the
laws of the jungle.”

.50 the laws of jungle are being
applied in occupied states like
Pakistan and Afghanistan. To
remove any leftover doubts about
Pakistan being a failed state, news
reports from New York Times and
Washington Post are pouring in,
alleging that Al-Qaeda is regrouping
in Pakistan and fighting in Kashmir.
As a "pre-modern” state, Pakistan
is, thus, considered as weak enough
"even to secure its home territory...
but it can provide a base for non-
state actors who may represent a
danger to the post-modern wortd.”
An occupation of Pakistan is thus
justified and "our" leader calls for
more and more US assistance after
each desperate attack on its
interest.

This new form of occupation is
acceptable to a world of human
rights and cosmopolitan values. In
the western eyes it is an occupation
that “"aims to bring order and
organisation but which rests today
on the voluntary principle or pecple
like Musharraf coming forward and
offering services. If there were no
Musharrafs and Mubaraks, it is not
just soldiers that come from the
international community; it is police,

-Organisation.

.Local

“our assistance

judges, prison
bankers and others. Kosova is an
example where elections are
organised and monitored by the
for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).
police are financed and
trained by the UN. As auxiliaries to
this effot - in many areas
indispensable to it - are over a
hundred NGOs.

We must debate and resist
occupation of Pakistan under the
pretext of dismantling Al-Qaeda's
network. What kind of a
clearinghouse Osama has created
for terrorist adventures that is so
hard to dismantle? It seems Al
Qaeda and Osama have become
the one-size-fits-all scapegoat for
every action that all the world's
agyrieved peoples take against
America. And we might be tempted
to believe this, if it weren't for the
fact that some of America's own
citizens, such as Timothy McVeigh
and Theodore Kaczynski, have
proved that one need not be a
Muslim te perform such acts of
terror.

Freedom comes with a heavy price
tag. Under British occupation,
Benjamin Franklin observed in 1755

_ that those "who would give up

essential liberty to purchase a littte
temporary safety deserve neither
liberty nor safety.” -You don't
abandon the rule of law, principles
of justce and hard won
independence  simply because
America is angry. Pakistan is strong
enough at least to handle its internal
affairs within the precious
boundaries of the law and the
abandoned Constitution. If new rules
are needed for dignified interaction

-with the super-power or detention

and extradition of suspects, then by
all means establish new rules. But
you don't leave your self at the
mercy of American will without any
policy and principles. Of what use is
in the “war on
terrorism® if it puts our very
freedoms and independence at
stake. Qur assistance should not
become: cooperation for occupation.
If we are not defending our freedom
and Islamic way of life, then we're
just blowing stale smoke rings of
hypocrisy when we raise our hand
and pledge to defend sovereignty
and independence of the "lslamic”
Republic of Pakistan.
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and justice and freedom are attained
in an interesting variety of ways. It is
foolish on part of the American
analysts to link Zacarias
Moussaoui's statement that he
"prayed to Allah for the destruction
of the United States" as an "ugly
idea" to "spiritual message" and

“identity" of Islam. The Muslim do
not consider a war on the "spirituat
message” and "identity” of Islam as
a war on Zacarias Moussaoui's idea.
They consider it a war onIslam and
its way of life. Just as Rumsfeld
doesn’t want "anyone else deny the
American people their way of life”

{NPQ winter 2002), Muslims, too, do
not want others to impose their
brand of universalism over them.
They also want to live as free
people. They also want to live their
own way of life.

Occupied Pakistan

"Pakistanis know that they are
bought and paid for, and so the way
to assert pride is to spit in the face
of those who have owned and used

them." Quoted in Christopher
Hitchens, "On thg Frontier of
Apocalypse,” Vanily Fair, January
2002, p. 86.

The days of buying a few Pakistani
agents for specific assignments
have long since passed. It is now
time for the powerful to buy us en
masse and bring in as many agents
from abroad as required to
consolidate occupation of Pakistan.
Literal meaning of occupation is
taking or maintaining possession of
a country by military conquest.
However, the line heiween
independence and occupation is
getting finer with each passing day
in the 21st century. The cost of
weakness is now an occupation
without a military conquest. Pakistan
has, unfortunately, become the first
victim of this new kind of occupation
-- a model of "failed state" perfectly
controlied from outside with curtailed
sovereignty and limited freedoms.

Despite our government's
wholehearted sacrifice  of all
principles of justice, and norms of
independent states, American
analysts, such as Leon T. Hadar of
Cato Institute, consider Pakistan
"with its dictatorship and failed
economy” a "reluctant Partner” and
a "potential long term adversary"
(Policy Analysis, No 436, May 8§,
2002). Therefore, occupation is a
must and here we are: fully
occupied. Like any other occupied
territory, dictatorship is in full swing
in Pakistan. Hundreds of people,
pointed out by the intelligence of
occupation forces, are rounded up
on daily basis to please the
aggressors. lllegal detentions and
extraditions are on the rise. More

Abid Ullah Jan

than a dozen non-government
organisations with any link to Muslim
countries, or Arabic words in its
names, have been closed down.
Newspapers report that guns and
"computers have been recovered”
from these organisations, as if
computers have suddenly become
ilegal commodities. Hundreds of
additional FBl and CIA agents are
on their way to Pakistan to join the
thousands of foreign agents who are
already spying on occupied people.
Signs of helplessness are all
around. The government says, it
“can't abolish Riba" no matter how
un-Islamic it may be. Minister for
Religious Affairs says "private Jihad
not to be allowed," as if the Muslim
countries have the will and power to
wage public Jihad. Remember there
has not been any public Jihad since
19th century, except when the US
declared so against the former
Soviet Unicn in  Afghanistan.
Kashmiris have been left at the
mercy of Indian occupation forces.
Pakistan cannot move its own
troops without prior permission from
Washington.. And we  have
desperate suicide attacks on
occupation forces like anywhere in
occupied territories.

There are no signs of independence
at all. We cannoi prepare our
budgets without an approval from
international lending agencies. We
cannot conduct any investigation
without assistance of FB! agents.
Our agencies cannot operate any
longer, except in coordination with
FBI. We have to detain every person
from the Middle East as a potential
terrorist and it's the US agencies to
decide their fate, Morbid dread of Al-
Qaeda is being used to crackdown
on religion and further reduce our
freedoms as citizens of an
independent state. There is no open

discussion on any aspect of the ever
intensifying occupation.

We are ensuring American "strategic
interests” in everything we do, from
implementation of American
directions on religious institutions to
spying on citizens and banning
everything that may promote the
spiritual message of islam. The
government officials work round the
clock to ensure interpretation of
Pakistan's occupation as crisis
management. It is rather becoming
a cause of the future crisis.

For aggressors, such remote control
occupation is far better than military
conquest, where occupiers may lose
their men and resources on daily
basis. Besides American lives,
maintaining occupation and
elevating Karzai to the position of
Pervez Musharraf and Hosnie
Mubarak is costing US a billion
dollars a menth. Just like Palestinian
authorities in occupied Palestine,
US can force our government to
routinely violate basic standards of
decency in human behaviour as
expressed in international human
rights law without anyone raising an
eyebrow. It can now arrest,
indefinitely detain, terture and even
kil anyone under the pretext of
destroying Al-Qaeda network.
Al-Qaeda's threat has been biown
out of proportions to intensify
occupation in what a senior British
diplomat Robert Cooper calls failed
states in the post-modern era. Full
text of Cooper's essay appeared in
the Observer on April 07, 2002.
Main  characteristics of such
occupations described by Cooper
are: the breaking down of the
distinction between domestic and
foreign affairs of the occupied
states: “"mutual" interference in
domestic affairs and "mutual”
surveillance (the word "mutual” is
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The Arrogant Assu

The increasing demands by leading
American analysts, asking the US
administration to intensify the "war
of ideas,” clearly show that they
have somehow assumed that the
US has the best ideas and it has the
best way of life. The Muslim world in
particular has to accept these ideas
and this way of life. The US must
get engaged in a "war of ideas"
through a "war within Isiam™ and win
it. Here we need to understand that
the demands made and the ways
and means suggested are not for a
“war of ideas" but to further
intensify the ongoing "war for ideas.”
After Washington Post's editorial
“The war of ideas’ (Dec. 29, 2001)
and after his first appeal for a war
within Islam in New York Times
(Dec. 12, o 2001), Thomas L.

® Friedman once more came out with

a New York Times column "war of
ideas" (June 02) demanding that the
US must "take on" the Muslim
world's ‘ideas in public’ The
targeted "idea people” are "religious
leaders, pseudo-intellectuals  and
educators.” The arrogant tone and
the fatal assumption are clearly
evident in the very second
" paragraph of the aricle that labels
all  those with different-than-
American-ideas as enemies and
“pseudo-intellectuals.” Such write-
ups show no tolerance towards nan-
American ideas. However, they
expect the Muslims to learn
tolerance and "modsrnize Islam.”
Amazingly, Mr. Friedman suggests
that the target of a "war within Islam”
should be Islam's "spiritual message
and identity.” We must not forget
that the spiritual message and
identity of islam are not mere ideas
that occur in a common mind. A war
with the "spiritual message and
identity of Islam,” cannot be labeled
as a "war of ideas." it is plainly a war
with the core of Islam. Pure and
o 3Mmple. Inflaming a “"war within
*Islam" ts by no means a war of
ideas. It is definitely a war for ideas
because there are American ideas
on the one hand and normative
truth, permanent values and norms
on the other. There is a difference

& -

between ideas that promote
consuming private appetite and
oppressive political power and a
norm, which means enduring
standard. New norms cannot be
invented from mere ideas of one's
own creation. Nor can the war of
ideas be fought with the force of
daisy cutter and cluster bombs,
Take out the military force and veto
power from behind its ideas and the
US would sound as irrational as the
weakest of the nations sound today.
The war of ideas need level playing
field for debate and discussion - not
a one-way overt dominance of the
so-called mainstream media and
covert actions by the CIA and FBI.
Proponents of a "war within Islam"
claim that it is "a war betwsen the
future and the past, between
development and
underdevelopment, between authors
of crazy conspiracy theories versus
those espousing rationality, between
advocates of suicide bombing and
those who know you can't build a
society out of gravestones.” It is
really interesting. A well known
newspaper, like the New York
Times, and a leading analyst, like
Thomas Friedman, are telling the
Muslims in their face that the war is
directed at their "spiritual message"”
and their "identity." Still they label as
irrational and "authors of conspiracy
theory" the Muslims who discuss
this reality. No one writes any
conspiracy theory. It is a reality that
Friedman and company are putting
in a language as clear as A, B, C
before the Muslim world. As far
development and underdevelopment
is concerned, lsiam doesnt teach
underdevelopment. If modernization
of Istam is the invention of new
norms  against  the  “spiritual
message” and "identity" of Islam, it
shail then be clear that men do not
submit long to their own creations.
Norms have a reality independent of
immediate social and economic
utility. ideas on the other hand are
mere fictions. It is naive on part of
the American analysts to assume
that their ideas are the best and they
would wage a war to convince the

(E-mail: abidian@tanzeem.org)

mption

Muslim world that their present
values and norms are no better than
the pompous fabrications of their
ancestors, erected to serve the
interests of a fraction or an age. if it
is s0, then every successive rising
generation  will challenge the
principtes of perscnal and social
order and will learn wisdom only
through agony. Those who stress on
the need to reawaken our
consciousness to the existence of
permanent norms, to the confession
that there are enduring standards
superior to our petty private stock of
rationality are not fanatics. Thomas
Friedman gives example of a
homosexual Dutch politician Pim
Fortuyn, who felt that Islam had "not
gone through the Enlightenment or
the Reformation," which prepared it
to "embrace modernity." If the
expected tolerance from Muslims
and islam is to accept
homosexuality as an alternative life-
style and other such innovations,
Mr. Friedman is then in for a rude
awakening as it is absolutely
impossible. Going to "war of ideas.”
"war within Islam" and "war on
terrorism,” etc., simply for imposing
this kind of "way of life" in the name
of tolerance and modernity is bound
to have disastrous consequences.
War of ideas to clarify the Islamic
and Western point of view is not a
bad idea. But attempts either to split
the Muslim world or go to a war for
imposing western "ideas" — not even
ideals - will never ever bring peace
and harmony to this troubled world.
The "ideas" which have not worked
wonder in the west will not turn the
Muslim world into a heaven
Institutions, values and norms of a
people grow out of their redigion,
their moral habits and their literature
- not from alien ideas imposed with
chicanery, deceit and sheer power.
Attempts to impose borrowed ideas
upon an alien culture, however well
intentioned, generally are disastrous
- though sometimes decades, or
even generations, may be required
for the experiment to run its unlucky
course. The experiment of Turkey is
before our eyes. The norms or order




