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deserted areas at night, proves the

o e e, ]
, Childbearing in the United States,” which

point that Islamically prohibited
interaction between the opposite
sexes lead to such problems. As a
matter of fact 6 out of 10 sexual
assaults occur in the home of the
victim or the home of a friend,
neighbour or relative {27) Only when
we will be having milions and
millions of out of wedlock births,
more than 50% divorce rate or two
in every three women raped, we
would realize that the pain of
separate educatien or working
facilities for women is far less painful
than going through the mental
agony and other sociai and
economic conseguences - let aione
having no ways and means to
address the resultant probleir.s.
Actually, we blindly follow what is
practiced in the West as modermn.
This can, by no standard, be
classified as Reformation or
Renaissance. Renaissance it would
be, provided we make progress
through foilowing the Istamic
teachings, as the Muslims did in the
early 700 years after the death of
Prophet Mohammed (PBUH). Of
course the forces of liberalization
and globalisation have now
accelerated the changes that have
taken place at social and economic
levdls. We need not stop the
dynamics of change, we only need
to guide it in the fight of the Islamic
principles - take what is good and
leave what is bad, and prove, not
only from the Islamic perspective but
also from the Western experience,
as to why some social ethos or
practices are modern but harmful.
Wishing to be integrated with the
modern world is one thing and
sacrificing our religious norms is
quite another. When we run after the
global culture we must noi look at
Internet, fast food, pop music, CNN,
Star Waorld, T-shirts and jeans alone.
We must keep other aspects of
global culture, such as school
viclence, out of wed-lock Dbirths,
teenage pregnancy, divorce rate,
rape, fatherlessness, different
unnatural life-styles, AIDS, etc
before our eyes as well. Of course, it
is not possible to put the society in
reverse gear or to survive in
isolation? However, it depends on
our perception to conclude whether
accepting the sick ethos would put
our society on the path to progress
or developing systems 1o save us

(..nh él.u';r--ru"‘rqrrr)oc::

from the negative consequences of
unbridled liberalism would hinder
our progress. We definitely have
choices. If we do not test good and
bad on the touchstone of religion,
we will surely be doomed.
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Washington, DC: US Dept of Justice,
Bureau of Justice Statistics.

———— The End ———
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View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

(E-mail: abidian@tanzeem.org)

Our Fatal Misconceptions®

Authors of the planted articles in the
Muslim press suggest that stifling
the process of change would not
allow the things to remain static:
“There is a natural process which
slowly and gradually brings about
changes in response to felt needs
and demands of society." We must
not confuse felt needs and demands
of a society with imposing alien
norms like exofic plants. Cumulative
effect of the norms contradictory to
tslam will only be felt once they
cross a threshold. Let's look at a few
examples from the western world to
see the socially and economic
consequences and see ifwe areina
position to accept all "modern”
norms and values without any
differentiation. Let us consider the

#)S as a leader of modernity and

progress and look at different
variables of liberalism and progress,
and their consequences. in the US,
in 1970 there were about 400,000
out-of-wedlock births out of 3.7
miflion total births, in 1990 there
were 1.2 million out-of-wedlock
births out of 4 million total. This ratio
of out of wedlock births has
increased despite the fact that the
number of abortions to unmarried
women grew from roughly 100,000 a
year in the late 1960s (compared
with some 322,000 out-of-wedlock
births) to more than 1.2 million
{compared with 715,000 out-of-
wedlock  births) in  the early
1980s.(16) In 2000,. about 400,000
neon- marital births were to teens in
the US.(17) The proportion of first
babies conceived out of wedlock by
young women in the 1990s nearly
tripled from the 1930s — rising to 53
per cent from 18 per cent. Experts
say that having a child outside of
marriage has  become  more
acceptable socially, and is no longer
condemned as vehemently by

Mparents and schools.(18) This is the

natural consequence of "modern”
social ethos, which has muitiple
consequences  beyond  human
control. Imagine the psychological
and financial well being of children
in a society where sixty per cent of
the unmarried mothers are not living

with fathers of their babies. This
scheme of things greatly affects the
overall health of a society. Going
into such practices would not be
less than a social suicide for Muslim
societies. For instance, apart from
proudly accepting 400,000 non-
marital births to our teens, are we
financially in a position to prevent
5.5 millicn teen pregnancies with the
help of Title-X family planning.(19)
Can we socially afford a women
raped every three minutes? Can we
financially afford the cost of criminal
investigations of the rape cases,
which even the US cannot afford,
and evidence about millions of rape
cases is lying without analysis and
investigation? Can we afford 84% of
our children living in single parent
homes?(20) Can we afford at least
63% of youth suicides from the
fatherless homes?(21} Can we
afford 80 per cent of rapists
motivated with displaced anger from
fatherless homes?(22) Can we
afford to incarcerate 85 par cent
criminals of all youths grew up in a
fatherless homes?(23) Can we
afford chemical abuse centres for 75
per cent of all adolescent patients
who would grow up in fatherless
homes?(24) Can we afford to treat
three million teens (1 in 4) every
year, who would acquire sexually
transmitted diseases?(25) The
American researchers have come to
the conclusion that the "underiying
all of these trends is the broad
cultural shift from a more refigious to
a more secular society focused on

individual  autonomy ¢ and  self
invention. The secular thought,
holds that we cam't realistically

expect people to <egain sexually
abstinent from tod4y's puberty at
age eleven or twelve (even earlier
for some) to marriage in the late
twenties."(26) We must aiso look
from another angle at all these
trends and the secular efforts to
control the symptoms of their
problems. In 1998, the US federal
welfare reform act, (P.L. 104-193),
added a new formula grant program
(Sec. 510) to Title V of the Social
Security Acl, which included $50

million for abstinence education.
The stale governments ™ are
supposed to have matching grants
for providing "abstinence education."
The same education becomes
"obscurantism," "orthodoxy,"
"mediaeval” and "against "modern”
human rights when provided from
the Qur'anic perspective. Now the
Bush administration has proposed a
dramatic increase to the level of 135
million dollars in federal spending for
abstinence-only sexuality education.
The administration claims that this
funding increase will achieve "parity"
between what the federal
government spends on teen family
planning medical services and on
abstinence-only  education.  On
December 12, 2001, a new Family
Life Education Act (H.R. 3469) was
introduced in the Congress, "FLEA,"
would provide $100 million for
comprehensive in-school sexuality
education programs for each of the
fiscal years 2003 through 2007. In
January 2002, more funds were
demanded for abstinence-unless-
married education. Many other
efforts are wunderway to teach
students and communities that sex
outside of wedlock is physically,
emotionally, and spiritually
dangerous. The curriculum includes
sections on "good touch versus bad
touch” and refusal skills. Imagine the
outroars of the human rights
activists if the Taliban were
producing such manuals based on
the lIslamic principles. It s
Interesting to note that the results of
all such secular efforts to deal with
the  symptoms of  unbridled
modernism have clearly failed, The
question is; why shail the human
beings be allowed to go to an extent
from where a return becomes
impossible? For nipping the above- .
mentioned evils in the bud, why not
have a simpile Islamic solution of
separate educational, health, social
and econemic institutions for men
and women to avoid the fruitless
hassles and crying over the split
milk. For instance, that fact that rape
and sexual assault are not crimes
that usually occur in dark alleys or in



