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of the "ritualistic standards” set by
clergy. They feel uncomfortable

=~ when they realise they are violating

" the very basic principles of their
faith. According to the secular
argument. "They are not able to
reconcile compuisions of modern
day living with the rigidity demanded
by the orthodoxy." "Demanded by
orthodoxy" is a very vague term. If
"orthodoxy” means Islam, the
proponents of secularism need to
clearly mention the part of Islam that
makes their modern day living
difficult. It is then easy to prove with
a little research that “orthodoxy”
makes a lot more sense than the
liberal thinking. For instance, women
liveration and co-working and
education facilities have brought the
US to a stage, where a joint effort of
ABC News and Oprah Show
recently revealed that two out of
every three women in US suffer
rape in her kife time. is it possible in
a Muslim country, even without the
enforcement of "orthodoxy"? Never.
Simply because of the little religious
restrictions, which has become part
of our culture and traditions. Vibrant
nations definitely keep pace with
-“changing times. However, they need
to use their intellect for thrashing out
good from bad. Even if we refuse to
take a lesson from religion, still there
is a ot that we can learn from the
liberal experience of the Western
nations. instead of going through the
same pain before declaring our
"keeping pace with the changing
times" as a horrible nightmare, we
need to have a guided approach
towards_the change process. Using
modern education and scientific
gadgets does not mean that we
-shall follow the failed social ethos of
the so-called "advance societies” as
well. ¥ we buy a computer, do we
also need to go to have a girl friend
and cohabit for years before getting
married? f we use satellite phone,
do we aiso need to allow our
daughters io have out of wediock
babies? If we use the Internet, do
we also need {o allow same sex
marriages, because modernity of
gadgets and social ethos go hand in
hand? The answer to these question
is & resounding "NO".

{To be concluded)
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a clear approach as to how they
want to establish an Islamic system
in Pakistan. One is believed for what
he sincerely says. Let religious
parties stop making aliances with
groups working against the Islamic
system, let them agree on one blue
print for an Islamic state, let them
present it to public with one sincere
voice and see an unbelievable
change in the existing voting
patterns. it is easy to say than to
prove that the commen man
"believes the worldly affairs are too
important to be left in the hands of
the clergy." because the present
mess in Pakistan is due to the
common man's handing these "too
important” "worldly affairs” either to
the secular politicians or military
dictators. So far, the clergy has
been on the sidelines and he cannot
be blamed for any misadventure
with the state system. It is illegical to
give reference to Sudan, Iran or
Afghanistan as failed lslamic states.
The events have conclusively
proved that in all these states the
forces of destruction far
outnumbered and outsourced the
forces of construction. The opposing
forces have been fully funded and
supported by the US and even the
UN. Against such military, economic
and other subversive forces, not
even the best model of established
governing systems in the world can
survive -- let alone the burgeoning
Islamic system in its nascent stage
in Afghanistan or Sudan. Despite
the fact that the US allocates
millions of dollars to destabilize it
the governing system in [ran is still
far better than the pure dictatorships
and corrupt democracies  in
Pakistan. The other misconception
spread by the secularists is that the
middle classes are confused about
Islam and lIslamic state or Ribba
(interesty and women rights, etc.,
and scholars such as Dr. [srar
Ahmad are further confusing them.
The middle classes are not
confused at all. They need not listen
to Dr. lsrar Ahmed' "contradictions”
to know that Ribba is forbidden.
Qur'an is there and almost every
Muslim knows what has been
declared forbidden in very clear
terms. It is only the government that
imposes  contradictions  through
establishing systems, which are in
total contradiction to what majority
believes and wants to practice. The

contradictions are not in lslam but
within the systems of a state that
proclaims itself  "Islamic” but
imposes Anglo-Saxon systems. This
is the root of the problem. The
problem does not arise due to the
misconception that "Dr. israr Ahmad
preaches obscurantism,” but due to
the fact that the educated people,
who "throng to listen to such
lectures,” do not find a system for
practicing what they really believe.
Our educated classes are not
caught in between the cross
currents  of modernization  and
obscurantism.  The  so-labellied
educated "fundamentalists® do not
reject the universal phenomenon of
change at all. They simply do not
want to rush to modernization and
accept anything that is labelled as
"modern” irrespective of its value In
the light of the Quran and Sunnah.
Becoming modem is acceptable, but
not at the cost of eroding Istam. Any
reference to Allama Igbal's
Reconstruction of Religious Thought
in lslam is needless for the simple
reason that he look forward to a
revival, not reinterpretation of Islam,
or its dilution with the help of
"universal norms" for its being
"mediaeval.” The secularists argue
that the Muslims have not paid
“attention to acquiring knowledge,”
“modern education,” "free
discussion and scientific enquiry” for
Reformation of Islam. They think,
the west "took a basic decision
about the role of religion in their
lives, and had the courage to
declare 'Render unto Pope what is
Pope's and render unto Caesar what
is Caesar's'" which helped it make
tremendous progress. It is important
to note that Islam is not against
acquiring knowledge and modern
education. However, one cannot
render unto Allah what is Allah's
without obeying what he prescribed
in His book. one cannot erect a wall
between Quran and the worldly life.
The role of Islam cannot be
relegated to private sphere like any
other religion, unless one re-formats
tslam according to his wishes Yet
another misconception is that
Muslims “continue to be emotive
and rhetorical about 'Ummah’, which
is nothing more than a myth.” Such
words can only come from those
who either do not believe or cannot
understand the concept of Ummanh.
Qaid-e-Azam, who is  being

promoted as the chief secularist,
said in a public speech that no
geographical limits can divide
children of Islam."(14) Today, the
self-prociaimed seculars like,
General Musharraf, say that we are
not responsible for the plight of
Muslims in Palestine and other
places. Compare this with the
statement of Qaid-e-Azam. who told
the New York Times correspondent
half a century ago: "The Indian
Muslim would do every thing in his
power to help the Arab; he will go to
any length because we do not want
Palestine to go out of Muslim
hands." When asked to define "any
length,” Mr. Jinnah said: "It means
whatever we can do, violence, if
necessary.'(15) The seculars argue
that our uncontroliable “passion for
Ummah" makes us “harbour extra-
territorial loyalties.” Why shall we
blame the Muslims alone for extra
territorial loyalties? Are not the Jews
from all over the world coming to
Israel and support its brutal
occupation from wherever they are?
Is not the American’'s, Jews or
Christian, loyalty with Israel extra-
territorial? Why do most of the
Americans vote in favour of the
Israeli policies if their loyalties are
not extra-territorial? Do the Western
nations not have any extra-territorial
loyalties? What brought them
together in the case of staged-attack
in the US? To what use are extra-
territorial loyalties when the Muslim
cannot act to liberate their fellow
Muslims from the occupation of
israelis, Russians and Indians?
When the US and its allies wanted
to licerate Kuwaitis, it didn't take
them more than six months to utilize
their extra-territorial loyalties. On the
other hand, the whole world cannot
liberate Palestine as long as the US
extra territorial loyalties are with
Israet. Most Muslims are considered
by the secularists to "have a guilty
conscience because they do not,
and perbaps cannot, live up o the
(ritualistic) standards as enunciated
by the clergy." There is no need to
be worried about clergy. The
educated middie class can never be
double minded because they can
read and write, and also understand
straightforward injunctions of the
Holy Quran and teachings of the
Sunnah. Clergy can never impose
anything on anyone. S0, most
Muslims do not feel guilty because
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Our Fatal Misconceptions

Imost every Muslim agrees that

there is a need of islamic
awakening. Solutionist and neutralist
are the two commenly followed
approaches to achieve this end. To
the solutionist, or conflationist
approach, Islam is the solution to
every problem. Al we need is to
invoke the Shari'a and the institution
of Islamic state. To the neutralist or
deconflationist approach, secularism
is the answer. It considers Islam as
politically neutral, which does not
provide any ready-made political
recipe. This liberal approach
suggests Reformation and
Renaissance, the process that the
Christian world passed through
before reaching the present state of
their progress. The secular
approach to Islamic awakening is
the result of a systematic incubation
of Western concept of political Islam
within Muslim intellectuals since
1920s. The best possible summary
of secular argument was published
in the Dawn, May 6-7, 2002 under
the title "Our basic contradictions.”
In fact, we don't have any basic
contradictions; we only have some
fatal misconceptions. For instance,
the author Tasneem Siddiqui opens
the discussion with the argument
that a lack of Western kind of
Reformation leads to "confusion,
tentativeness, uncerfainty that we
see in Muslim societies today." The
basic misconception is that Islam
needs Reformation, which is a
religion declared, "complete” by no
less an authority than Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH). We definitely
need reformation, but not of our
religion for the sake of our
conventence like Christianity. We
need to reform ourselves. Our
"confusion, tentativeness  and
uncertainty” is not due to "dur basic
contradictions” in our faith, but
because of our common practices

X which _are in total contradiction to

Islam. The deconflationist theory
considers Muslims to be living in two
worlds: "in the modern times and the
mediaeval ages - at the same time."
Before being carried away by this
misconception, we need to realise

the fact that taking advantage of the
"modern gadgets, latest scientific
knowledge," etc., is one thing, and
accepting new  "social-political
realities and separation of church
and state,” irrespective of analysing
their merits and demerits, is totally
another. For instance, the "new
social ethos" also accept different
lifestyles, such as homosexuat,
omni-sexual, transsexual, etc. Are
we 1o accept these lifestyles and the
associated "modern human rights”
just because we are utilizing the
modern information systems and
gadgets? There are then attempts to
glamorise "modern human rights.”
Don't we observe the double
standards of "modern human rights”
in the "civilised" nations' response to
what happened under the Taliban
and what is happening under the
Israeli, Indian or Russian regimes?
The general misconception,
developed initially by the
communists and now - being
propagated by the secularists, is
that anything associated with
religion would drag the Muslims
back in time and hinder their
progress and growth, without
explaining why. Failure of the
religious parties in elections does
not mean, the common man “is
deeply religious in his own way,” but
for "an improvement in life" he
chooses the "progressive, forward
tooking, secular leaders and
parties." There is absolutely no
instruction in the Quran or Sunnah
to stop being forward locking, to
stop progress in life or leave the
worldly life. If failure of the religious
parties is rejection of Islam, why not
rejection of the politicians and
"voting" a General to power be
considered as rejection of
democracy? Undoubtedly, it seems
that in 1946, the common man
rejected the Majlis-i-Ahrar, Jamaat-i-
Islami, Jamiat-i-Ulema-i-Hind,
Khaksar Tehreek and followed Mr
Jinnah who, "was a westernised
man." In fact, the masses were
galvanized by the 'religious parties
for the Two Nations Theory, which
ultimately led to the creation of

Pakistan. Actually any rejection of
religious parties does not mean
rejection of Islam. The post-
Pakistan-creation religious parties
are not supposed to be engaged in
what they are involved in the first
place. The masses are not
confused. It is the religious political
parties who don't know how to
struggle for what they claim to be
struggling for - the Islamic system -
and what they actually struggle for -
the power. They lose both direction
and mass support as soon as
coming to power becomes their first
objective and establishing an Islamic
system the last. Moreover, Qaid-e-
Azam was no less a leader of Islam
than other religious parties of the
time, His words like: "proud to
belong to Islam"(1); "keep the flag of
Islam flying"(2); "Islam a complete
code of life, flag of Muslim League is
flag of Islam"{3); “"this flag
symbolizes your honour, the honour
of the Muslims and the honour of

islam"(4); ‘"rally round Muslim
League and work for Islam"(5);
"Islamic code of law is most

eguitable, most just, most advanced
and most progressive"(6); "no
geographical limits can divide
children of Islam"(7); "speak with
one voice, that of Islam"(8);
"Pakistan, the only goal to save
Islam"(9); "what message can | give
you? We have go! the greatest
message in the Qur'an"(10); "you
must remember that Islam is not
merely a religious doctrine but a
realistic and practical code of
conduct"(11); "Islam came in the
world to establish democracy, peace
and justice"(12); "our religion, our
culture and our Islamic ideals are
our driving force to achieve
independence"(13); elc., were
enough to convince a common man
that he was not a "westernised man"
working for western ideals. After the
creation of Pakistan, the common
man did not reject Islam as
“orthodox and obscurantist" by
voting for the PML and PPP. He, in
fact. rejected the religious political
parties, divided in more than 20
different groups, with nc one having
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