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that morality  should be
determined solely with regard to
the well-being of humankind in
the present life, to the exclusion
of all consideration drawn from
belief in God or in a future
existence" (The New Shorter
Oxford Dictionary, The New
Authority on English Language,
Vol - 2, 1993, page 2752). The
General's confusion can be
guessed from the history since
October 12, 1999. Just iwo
months into the new office, in an
interview to  Turkish TV,
Musharraf said he admired the
Turkish nationatist and secularist
leader Kemal Ataturk and would
like to direct Pakistan in line with
Kemal's program.(1) He
categorically denied any role for
religion in palitics in his January
12 speech. In a subsequent
interview to the Newsweek, he
went to the extent of describing
Pakistan a “"Muslim secular
stale." (Kuldip Nayar, Daccan
Heraid, February 27, 2002). On
January 31, 2002, however, he
tried to dispel the impression
that his statements were aimed
at  negating the country's
founding ideology. He said:
"Nobody should ever think that
this is a secular state. 1 was
founded as the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan." (2) Similarly, the
President's spokesman said
three days after the Newsweek
interview that Musharraf never
used the word ‘secular.’ One
wonders, how can "Islamic"
Republic of Pakistan be in line
with Kamal's programme for
"secular” Turkey? Even if the
General avoids using the word
"secular," still Pakistan can
never be “lslamic" without
apptying Islamic principles to
every sphere of state affairs.
Given the above-mentioned
definition for secularism, how
can one be a secular and a
Muslim at the same time?
Musharraf's  secular friends,
such as Kuldip Nayar, suggest:
"he does not have to feel

embarrassed over the word
secularism, which denotes
pluralism. It is a commitment to
tolerance and open society and
means rising above one's own

religion.” For ingraining such
misconceptions in  Pakistan's
national psyche, the General

either has to dictate editors of
the Oxford Shorter dictionary to
change definition of secularism
or tell the secularists that Islam
is not against pluralism and open
society. In fact, pluralism and
open society are the two
recognisable traits of an Islamic
state, which the secularists are
trying to avoid at all costs. The
sham referendum was staged to
prove the lie and many a lies
have been manufactured 1o
prove the misconception and

conceal the real intentions.
Helpless before the tanks and
the guns, the people seem to
have no option but to fool
themselves and carry the
burden, of at least this lie and
this grand misconception, for as
long as this regime remains in
place. Instead of misusing his
unprecedented powers, it would
be kind of the General to publicly
admit that the people are no
more with him, say good-bye 1o
his personal ambitions and
immediately take a few lessons
from religious scholars -- not
associated with religious politicai
parties -- to understand and
implement the principles that
would make Pakistan a real
"Istamic” state,

e e —— ———————————————————— ]

The Big Lie

stated why he opposed America:

houses have been

other people’s
| honor..."(3)

from the media.

The Jewish-dominated American mass media and the Israeli-contralled
politicians do not want the American people to fully realize the incredibly
high price America pays for blindly supporting Israel. In the aftermath of
the attacks on September 11, 2001, even President Bush repeated the
absurd lie, alleging the attack happened because they hate the fact that
we are free. If, as the media says, bin Laden is behind the terrorism,
then they know that the attack occurred not because he hates freedom.
Just three years ago, ABC television and PBS Frontline interviewed bin
Laden during the time of the Clinton administration. Bin Laden clearly

They (Americans) have put themselves at the
mercy of a disloyal government,...
inside America. Take the sensitive ministries such
as the Secretary of State and the Secretary of
Defense and the CIA, you will find that the Jews
have the upper hand in them. They make use of
America to further their plans for the world...”

For over half a century, Muslims in Palestine have
been {by the Jews) slaughtered and assaulted and
robbed of their honor and of their property. Their
blasted,
destroyed...This is my message to the American
people: to look for a serious government that
looks out for their interests and does not attack
lands,

Notwithstanding any of his alleged crimes, bin Laden has never in his
entire Yife uttered a word against Democracy! The media invented the lie
about attacking Democracy to hide the real truth; that America is being
attacked in retaliation for the American government's support of Israel's
terrorist policies in the Mideast. The unanimity of the media in
propagating this huge lie without contradiction should make every
thoughtful persan suspect that Americans are not getting the whole truth

it is Israel

their crops

or other people's

(David Dukc)
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The Lie and The Mlscdnceptlon

' he General, who declared
the war in Afghanistan
over, Osama and Mulla

Omar dead; Daniel Pearl alive;

85 per cent Pakistanis his

supporters in the US war on

Afghanistan, and the recently

held referendum “free, fair and

transparent,” is actively
pomoting a lie and a
misconception. since his

takeover. The lie is: "The people
are with me.” The misconception
is: "religion has no role in
politics.” - Such grand self-
deceptions ‘at the top lead to
national misconceptions.
Consequently the nation starts
living with lies and fails to
understand that it deceives no
one, but itsef. Those who are
forcing themselves into believing
the lie must keep in mind that
. the world is watching us. We
- might close our eyes to reality
and start believing Election
Commission that out of 43.9
million, 42.8 million voted for
Musharraf. The New York
. Times, however, doesn't belong
to Musharraf, Benazir or Nawaz
to manufacture lies for them. In
plain words, it says: "Gen.
_ Musharraf almost certainly won
a rigged referendum in
Pakistan....an election that was
preceded by curbs on dissent”

{editorial May 1). It is easy to

label a Pakistani analyst
emotional or biased when he
tells the truth. However, what
about the outsiders, such as the
Boston Globe, when they
declare Mushamraf's people-are-
with-me ~ statistics "ludicrousty
inflated” and accuse the regime
for pressuring civil servants "to
cast ballots for Mushamraf
(editorial, May 2, 2002). Are we
ready to carry the burden of the
lie for another five years? Even if
we believe the state sponsored

media, still there are foreign
outlets publishing details of
widespread imegularities, with
eyewitness accounts, speaking
volumes of the fact that people
are not with the General. Of
course, the people have no
choice, but they are absolutely
not with Mushamaf at all. Is
editorial board of the Boston
Globe a bunch of "five per cent
extremnist Muslims," who
consider the whole dictatorship-

legitimising-exercise a “phony

referendum” (May 2, 2002)? Or
the opposition bribed it to state:
"An electoral sham such as the
referendum on his rule... ought
to be regarded as a political
variation on hypocrisy: the
tribute vice pays to virtue." The
tragedy deepens when one finds
well-informed  persons, wilfully
ignoring the facts to support the
lie. Information Minister Nisar
Memon says: "People have
given their verdict and those who
do not accept this are not
supporters of democracy,” Let's
agree with the junta that ali
editorialists and analysts in
Pakistan have suddenly become
enemies of democracy; what to
sgy of the members on LA
Times' editodal board, who
recently  conciuded: “Gen.
Musharraf diminished himself in
this effort to gain five more years
as . president..the General
originally seen as a plain-talking
soldier now appears the crafty
politician bent on personal
power...baliots were by all
accounts rigged to inflate the
turnout and margin of approval,”
(May 03, 2002). Whatever is
democracy to Musharraf and his
new lackeys, such as Imran,
Leghari and Qadn, is no more
democracy in the eyes of
impartial observers. Nicholas D,
Kristof writes in the New York

Times (May 03): "that rigged
referendum - and our complicity
in it - raise questions about what
constitutes democracy.” Most
Americans feel embamrassed
with such claims to democracy
on part of Musharraf and his
team. Writing in its pre-
referendum editorial, Providence
Joumal (April 28) called the
exercise, "Mushamaf's dubious
ploy," "a sham referendum
designed to keep him in power,
has embarrassed the United
States.” It shows, those who
support the lie are not fooling the
nation but also embarrassing us
before the world community.
Unless bribed by Pakistani
opposition, the westem press is
telling the truth about their
goverriments' newly found most-
favoured-dictator. Coming to the

misconception that General
Musharraf is gradually
promoting; one finds him

hanging from a rope siretched
over an abyss whose two cliffs
are Islam and secularism, and
he does not know whether to try
to move towards his dream of
secularising Pakistan or towards
the unavoidable reality that it is
absolutely against the genesis of
Pakistan and his personal belief
as a Muslim, He cannot
distinguish between his dreams
to rule by pleasing his masters
with unbridled leaps towards
secularism and his faith in the
fading years of his life. His
perplexity is complete. It is also
fast trickling down. We must go
to the basics of what secularism
is all about to check the
confusion spreading like a virus
among the masses. Secularism,
in fact, is the "belief that religion
and religious consideration
should be deliberately omitted
from temporal affairs. A system
of belief based on the doctrine

ket T

b I . T




