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many, not the least as 4,000
calculated by Carl Conetta in a
comprehensive assessment of the
war published by the Project on
Defense Alternatives. There are
either War Lords and the people
with them or the Taliban in
Afghanistan. The US is bent upon
exterminating both. In any case,
many died, and many others are

being targeted in other-
“independent” and  "sovereign"
slates to make the world more

secure for the US and Israel. Are

they? What has the 35 years
occupation in Israel, 12 years
sanctions  against Ilrag  and

campaign in Afghanistan achieved?
Has the years of oppression in
Algeria and Egypt achieved anything
that Pakistan and others are also
advised to resort to the same kind of
tactics?

If the US and Israel couldn™t achieve
anything with unlimited use of the
brutal force and  unyielding
appeasement of the "civilized world"
today, they would not achieve
anything tomorrow, except taking
more and more innocent lives and
transforming the world into a living
hell.

The ground realities should give the
European and other appeasers a
pause as the Bush Administration
threatens to expand the list of its
enemies and the tactics to eliminate
them. The “collaterat damage"”
wrought by bombing Afghanistan,
even if we reluctantly conclude, had
the justification that the US faced a
real threat to its security. Planning to
attack other states - none of which
have been shown to have had a part
in September 11- and sticking to the
same policy of sponsoring Israeli
occupation and needless
intervention in almost all the Muslim
countries around the world would kill
absolutely innocent people over a
putative threat. How could the
aggressors and their appeasers
justify that?

Locking at the American approach
lo leading international affairs, the
world - particularly the Muslims --
need to stand up the tell the US that
enough is enough. The European
leaders would not be able to ignore
the reality with their tranquillised
sensibilities. The problems of politics
are being attributed to the religion.
Islam is being blamed for inciting
violence, promating intolerance, and
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leading to extremism. Of course the
US has no guarrel with the faith, but
it definitely treats the Muslims as it
used to treat Afro-Americans. The
problem is not that the spiritual
leaders are issuing violent fatwas;
the problem is the violence and its
promoters against which the fatwas
are issued. The problem is not that
radical Mullas are exhorting their
followers to Jihad; the problem is
that there is a need for it. Its only the
use of word that makes it different
from the US “"war on terrorism.”
When Bush can issue a "fatwa” for
unleashing all the forces at his
disposal after the death of 2,800
Americans, why cant a religious
leader in Palestine not issue a fatwa
to go to Jihad as he sees dozens of
his people die everyday at the hand
of an occupying force that has
crippled their lives for the last four
decades?

The only time when the Muslim
problem is insoluble  without
resorting to indiscriminate bombing
is when the US and its allies insist
on settling wrong by asking
absolutely contradictory things. The
US cannot make 1.5 billion people
at one and the same time servile
and dignified, docile and self-reliant,
servants and independent leaders,
segregated and yet part of the new
world order, f{aithless and yet
Muslims. This is impossible and the
impossibility is not factitious; it is
evident from the American and
Israeli experience as well as it is in
the very nature of things.

Wanting to be "rid" of problems is
the main American tendency. It is
not so much a desire to reach the
best solution as it is to clean the
board and start a new game. Most
Americans have now been forced to
get tired and impatient over the most
sinister problem, the Musiims and
Islam. They do not want to solve it,
they do not want to understand the
root causes, they want to simply be
done with it like communism or
Nazism and hear the last of it. Of all
possible attitudes this is the most
dangerous, because it fails to realise
the most significant fact that
Muslims have been marginalized
and oppressed on global level at a
time when the “civilised world"
seems determined to see that no
man is denied a reasonable chance
for life, liberty and happiness.

Some of the Muslim brothers
complain that the fault lies in the
Muslim camp for they have many
weaknesses - like illiteracy,
dishonesty, selfishness, etc. The
problem in the Muslim camp, in a
nutshell, is their lack of interest in
understanding and pleasing Allah.
The neo-nazis, however, take
advantage of their weakness of
bowing down to the worldly powers.
The problem of the 21st century is
not that there is something wrong
with Islam or its true believers; the
real problem is the problem of the
Religious Ling drawn by the US.
The appeasers must understand
that irrespective of the US
unprecedented allocations to
defence spending and the fall of the
Taliban, the magic of the word
"super power" is already broken. If
not today, in two to three years, the
super powers' graveyard in
Afghanistan would welcome the
fallen giant. The awakening of the
Muslim Ummah is certain. That is
awakening of the Muslims will follow
in time, no unprejudiced student of
history can doubt. Shall the
awakening of these sleepy 1.5
billion be in accordance with, and
aided by, the great ideal of the
‘civilised world," or in spite of them
and against them? This is the
problem of the Religious Line. Force
and Fear have until this time marked
the American and its appeasing
allies’ attitude toward Muslim
nations; shall this continue or be
replaced by Freedom and
Friendship?

. K Ui/‘f yi;dwff"j_u

] .
KB ES e Felluinl!

S LS5

r:TJ.’.t{_}.’.{“ﬂ? ,""JJKU:?I.:_, 77
ATIES ST Sty
ul&fKJﬂ/.:.
éiJU&J{%'T;{&l&)’}}"ﬁIC-&{:é
NP (LN Y-
cm et d I Uy L S
g LS P Uy
ALl < QUCRIVIY S+ JURW O
w7 }Jrrwg‘f' w},'rﬁ;.,(.i




View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

(E-mail: abidjan2@psh.paknet.com pk)

The Cost of Appeasement.

As the establishment in Washington
is busy identifying "evil" nations and
targets for nuclear attacks, the time
to pay the cost of appeasement is
getting closer and closer for the
collaborating Europeans, selfish
Arabs, careless Africans and
opportunist Asians. The world has
been  paying the cost of
appeasement in the past. It is not
something new that the supreme
power of the time is not considered
tyrannical, oppressive or unjust. The
appeasers forever console
themselves with the misconception
that, at least, they are exempt from
the wrath and the mighty is working
to their advantage.

The US administration's slavering

passion for dominance and
inexorable drive for  global
hegemony has mobilized the

Americans to the extent that has not
been observed since 1930s when
Hitler's machinery was in full gear.
The American mood will not only
tolerate, but perhaps demand more
than the “first use" of nuclear
weapons  against the seven
countries on the list provided to
Congress on January 8 {LA Times,
March 9, 2002). Whatever
happened during the Nazi era at
national level, is now happening at
the international level in a more
systematic manner. During the Nazi
era, the enemy was unquestioning,
but exterminable. During the Cold
War, it was formidable. Now tha
enemy, though unmistakable, is
disintegrated and the American
hational stirring is deep against him.
Local apartheid and ethnic cleansing
have been replaced by global ethnic
cleansing. The silent spectators,
nevertheless, have to pay the price
for the oppressed as well as others
on notice of merciless aggression.

The appeasers and the despots in
the Muslim countries are following
the policy of deliberate avoidance.
For instance, for strengthening the
Cogalition against the Taliban, Tony
Blair was quick to recognise
legitimacy of a Palestinian state, but
now the routine killing of a dozcr
Palestinians a day doesn't provoke

even a hundrgdth of the sensitivity
he displayed at the destruction of
stone statues by the Taliban,
Leaders like Hosnie Musharraf and
Pervez Mubarak repeatedly claim
that they are representing at least
90 percent of the Muslim population,
which approves the US policies and
its "war on terrorism." The Gallup
poll, however, proves them utterly
wrong in their claims when it reveals
that only 9 percent of the people in
nine Muslim countries believe that
the US war on Afghanistan was
justified (BBC, USA Today,
February 27, 2002). Sixty one
percent don't even accept the theory
that Arab groups were behind the
attack.

Contrary to the sweeping
statements of the authoritarian
leaders that 80 percent of the
popuiation stands behind their
decision to join the US led coalition,
the alarming figure of 77 percent
declaring the us actions
“unjustified” in the Gallup poll
suggest that their grievance is not
without any reason. Is the world
becoming a secure place to live as
the military, economic, political and
media fronts are busy in pushing the
Muslims against  the wall?
Thousands have keen killed in
Afghanistan, Kashmir, Palestine,
Chechnya, Bosnia, Algeria, Iraqg, etc
to make the world more secure. Is
it?

Most of the appeasers conceded the
inevitability of a "long war" to which,
in Mr. Bush words, "Afghanistan is
just the beginning.” He roared this
messaged to the audience of
soldiers at Fort Campbell, Kenitucky,
last  November. Would  the
appeasers have allowed the US to
go for a war, however, if they knew
its human costs, if they-knew that
the bombing would kill far more
civilians, would indirectly lead to
thousands of other civilian deaths,
and produce 500,000 refugees and
displaced persons? They would
certainly have given a green light, as
they have already given. On the
other hand, would the appeasers
have demanded the US government

to reconsider its foreign policy as an
alternative to bombing others if they
knew that their approval and support
would help the US hit more than half
a dozen Muslim and ron-Muslim
"evil" countries with nuclear bombs,
use chemical weapons in
Afghanistan to "smoke out" Al-
Qaeda and the Taliban fighters, kil
at least a thousand times more
Muslims than the September 11
plotters killed Americans?

It seems that the appeasers think at
one American step at a time. They
don't foresee the consequences of
the American approach to ruling the
world and even if they do, they do
not have the will to challenge it. In
October 2001, when the bombing
began, voices, the American
consciences echoing them, warned
that innocent Afghan civilians would
be killed. But they were given the
impression that they had been
attacked, and they felt justified in
striking back. Inquiries into the
incidents were reduced.
Investigations  were deliberately
hampered. Until December, not
even the cooking up of evidence
was attempted. The verdict was
deciared on BBC, CNN and other
leading outlets during the first hour
after the attack. Osama bin Laden
was in Afghanistan. Al Qaeda ran
terrorist  training camps there.
Osama had to be apprehended, al
Qaeda broken up, the camps
destroyed to make Americans safe
against future terrorist attacks,

The  Taliban government of
Afghanistan had to be dislodged to
accomplish these objectives.
lnternational law experts assured
the appeasers that they didn't need
worry that the Afghan government
had declared no belligerency
against the US and that no Afghan
citizen had been among our
attackers. A state can be held
responsible for crimes against other
states committed by groups on its
territory, and in any case as a
practical matter the Taliban was
indistinguishable from al Qaeda. Of
course, the appeasers told us to
expect civilian casualties-but not this
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