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Taliban knew  their  military
disadvantage against the Coalition
of the super powers, but they stood
for the principle of not handing over
someone withouf any evidence
against the accused. Talking in the
past tense that the Islamic
civilization "was pluralistic and
unusually toterant of various social
and religious denominations”
doesn't make any sense because
istam is still as much tolerant of
various nations and religions. The
others, however, are not. Why
doesn't any one talk about tolerance
in Judaism when dozens of the
Palestinians are killed on weakly
basis for the tast 35 years? Why is
the media silent about intolerant
Hinduism that relentiessly
oppresses Kashmiri civilians for the
last 55 years? Why didn't the
analysts analyse the intolerant
Christianity when 300,000 Muskims
were butchered in Bosnia and
millions are still facing the wrath of
Russians in Chechnya? Why the
talk of tolerance is directed at Islam
alone? Simply because the victim is
the US, or the game was already
planned to involve the Muslims
without any concrete evidence
-against them.

in an attempt to please Islam-
pashers, Muslims like Abou El Fad!
go to the extreme of proving lslam
as not the only path to salvation.
They quote verses 5:49 and 5:69 in
support of their claim. The problem
is that such moderate interpreters
ignore the crux of Isiamic belief
while delivering sermons not to read
Quran out of context. These above
mentioned verses -become clear
only when read in conjunction with
other relevant verses of the Quran,
for instance, 4:170, 5:16, 21, 7:157-
158, 21:107, 251, 33:40, 61:6, 2:40,
3:31-32, and " 4:150-151.
Undoubtedly, Quran accepts the
distinctiveness of the Jewish and
Christian communities and their
laws, while also insisting that
Muslims are entitled to the same
treatment as those other
communities, but it is not mentioned
anywhere that all faiths would lead
everyone to salvation. Of course, it
sets out an expectation of reciprocity
for Muslims, but it does not aliow
them to also follow what the Jews
and Christian do and believe. it
definitely recognizes the moral worth
and rights of the non-Muslims but

G‘ﬂ" ;l-i‘-lf'f-faz—ur@-r

B mos not relieve the Muslims of their

responsibility to stand for the rights
of their oppressed brethren. What
crime  did the  Palestinians,
Kashmiris, Chechens, Iragis and
others commit? Did we ever stand
for the rights of the Muslims as we
are lecturing for the rights, and
acceptance as equals, of the Jews
and Christian, to prove ourselves
tolerant?

it is wrong to assume that the
meaning of Quran "“is often only as
morat as its reader,” which means if
the reader is intolerant, so wil be
the interpretation of the text. If the
text of the Quran were so fluid that
anyone could interpret it according
to his interest, it would never have
been different book than all the rest
from the beginning till the end of
time. Mr. Fadi claims that the Qur'an
and other Islamic sources "offer
possibilities of intolerant
interpretation.” Actuaily, it depends,
on whom the interpretation is being
applied. The clear injunction of
fighting an oppressor would certainly
be considered an “intolerant
interpretation” by an oppressor. And
those, who make the people aware
to stand up and face the oppressor,
would definitely be considered by
the oppressor as "puritans and
supremacists” exploiting the Quran.
It is not the reading that makes
interpretation intolerant, it is, in fact,
application of the Quran to real life
situation, which makes the life
harder for the intolerant oppressors.
If the text does not command
“intolerant readings”, so it prohibits
tolerating injustice and repression of
the innocents. Historically, Islamic
civilization has displayed, and is still
displaying, a remarkabie ability to
recognize possibilities of tolerance,
and to act upon these possibilities.
The so dreaded Islamic super
powers and non-powers remained
silent while 300,000 Bosnian
Muslims were being butchered with
a tight arms embargo in place on
them for self-defence. The intolerant
Coalition of the mighty, however,
attacked to disiodge the Taliban
without producing a shred of
evidence about -their involvement.
On the other hand, everyone
participating in the revengeful war
on Afghanistan is tolerating the daily
bloodbath of the Palestinians for the
last 35 years in a so visible display
of double standards.

It is not "the modern puritans”
dissipating and wasting an inspiring
moral tradition of Islam; it is thec
modern world leaders who are
taking advantage of the Islamic
tolerance to further force them into
subservience, so that they may not
only surrender their right to stand for
their oppressed brothers and sisters
but also the right to call for justice
because a tolerant interpretation of
Islam doesnt demand it. The
Quranic interpretation has never
gone wrong, except where it hurs
the interest of the merciless and
mighty oppresser. The burden of
sustaining the limits of tolerance in
Islam falls squarely on the shoulders
of the giants who usurp rights of the
Muslims, consider them as second-
class citizens of this pianet and
sustain the rule of their oppressors
in different ways.

John L. Esposito, director of the
Centre for Muslim-Christian
Understanding at  Georgetown
University, highly appreciated Mr.
Fadls write up and added, the
Muslim extremists "transform Islam's

norms and values...into a call to

arms, in order to tegitimate the use
of violence, warfare, and terrorism.” -
Mr. Esposito forgets that it is simply
a call to self-defence against the
never-ending terror. If there were no
action, there would be no reaction.
jstam simply happens to be the
religion of the oppressed and those
fighting for their rights in the
absence of all politicai options.
Blaming them for wrong
interpretation, discussing tolerance
in Islam and making them even
more tolerant of the oppression is
not the solution. lslamic teachings
and the Musiims would have been
more tolerant today, only if the laws
that apply to the Iraqis were also
applicable to the |sraelis; if the laws
that apply to those who die in WiC
were also applicable to those who
died in Afghanistan; if the universal
principles applied to Kuwait and
East Timor were applicable to
Palestine and Kashmir. Intolerance
would forever begets intolerance;
regardiess of any religion or people.
And the sermons of tolerance may
not help the West treat Muslims as
second rate people for ever.
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" The Limits

Even worse than the death of 2,800
civilians at WTC is the tragedy of
openly holding |slamic teachings or
Muslims responsible for every kind
of terrorism, intolerance and
extremism in the world. The years
long anti-lslam campaign,
spearheaded by @ few American
analysts until September 11, has
suddenly become mainstream and
many Muslims have proudly joined
their ranks in criticising 1slam with
new slogans and terminologies.
Gone is the issue of finding the real
evidence and culprits pehind
September 11 incident. Top on the
agenda, however, is the place of
tolerance in Islam and compatibility
of this faith to the contemporary
world.
Opportunist Muslim opinion makers
are leading the pack of so-called
moderate intellectuais, pretending to
be bridging the ever-widening gap
, between lslam and the West
‘ Khaled Abou E! Fadi, fellow at
University of California at Los
Angeles, for instance, wants the
Muslims to interpret the Quran in the
context of ancient historical facts,
wut at the same time consider
terrorism as an isolated
phenomenon, independent of any

historical or political context.
Collectively, the cacophony of
voices in the westemn media

presents just one reason for the
troubles around the world: Islam.

Analysts like Abou EI Fadl believe,
the intolerant Muslims consider
Islam as "the only way of life,” which
"must be pursued regardless of its
impact on the rights and weli-being
of others," (Boston Review January
2002). Such sweeping statements
give the wrong impression that
pursuing Islam is not only optional,
but also harmful to those who
believe in other ways of life, and that
the Musiims, for the comfort and
satisfaction of others, must deviate
from the straight path because "that
trump any moral considerations or
ethica! values that are not fully

-~ .odified in the law." Ignoring the

reality of how actively the Us is
seeking to impose its way of life on
thers, these analysts complain that

(E-maik: abidianZ@psh.gaknet.com.gk)

of Tolerance in Islam.

the "supremacist Muslim puritans”
are "not satisfied with living
according to their own dictates," but
"aggressively seek to disempower,
dominate, or destroy others.” An in-
depth analysis of the facts, however,
reveal that the continuing world
troubles are simply due to the reality
which is the other way round - i.e.,
the US and its allies seeking their
objectives to dominate or destroy.
Unfortunately, the words that Mr.
Fad! used - control, dominate and
destroy — belong 1o Pat Robertson
(February 21, 2001) when he made
his attempt to demonise Islam,
without  getting ilabelled as
"supremacist Christian.”

As far responsibility for intolerance
and quest for dominance is
concerned: Did the "supremacist
Muslim puritans" initiate the troubles
in Algeria? Are the Muslim
“fundamentalists” occupying non-
Muslim lands? Have they driven out
more than 800,000 non-Muslims
from their homes? Are the Muslim
"extremists” killing people with

different way of life in Kashmir and

Chechnya? Do the "supremacist
Muslims® dominate the UN for
defining rights and rules for the rest
of the world to follow? What else
could be "aggressively seeking to
dominate others," if not the dictation
to get others secularised and
liberalised for adapting the western

ways of life? What else s
disempowering  others,” if not
sanctions on lraq, Iran, Libya,

Sudan, Pakistan, Afghanistan, etc?
And what does "destroying others"
mean if not the scale of destruction
in the Guif War and the sanctions
that follows it?

We are witnessing phase-two of an
organised attempt to eliminate
Islam. The present state of virtual
anarchy in the Muslim world is the
direct result of a similar phase-one
in early and mid 20th century. The
colonisers made a determined effort
to end Khilafa, centralise and
empower the Muslim states, control
the private religious endowments
{awgaf ) that once sustained the
juristic class, co-opt the clergy. and
transform them into  salaried

employees. Confusion was created,
whereby no one knew as to who
speaks with authority on religious
issues. In phase-one, egitimacy of
the clergy was targeted. In phase-

two his existence s being
challenged. Religious groups are
panned, Madrassa are being
transformed into no less than public
schools, and stigma s being
attached to words like Mulla,

Maoulana, Ulama, Jihad and even
Istam. The profound vacuum in
religious authority is being filled with
the modern interpreters of Islam like
Abou El Fad!.

Its easy to say than o substantiate
that "militant Puritans" read Qur'anic
verses "literally and ahistorically."
Quran is not a simple book that
anyone can interpret without the
required knowledge and actual
context. Quran is actually a guide for
the humanity and it was meant for
the generations to follow till he day
of judgement. It was not meant for,
or limited to, the momentary utility.
Every instruction and every
guidance is for all the generations to
come. So, it is very difficult to
conclude that some of its portions
have no practical utifity today. Or
that such portions of the Quran lead
some Muslims to “highly
exclusionary conciusions.”

As far the limits of tolerance is
concerned, the Muslim reaction
around the world is not due to wrong
interpretation of slam but due to
their crossing all the limits of
enduring western double standards
and their treatment as second class
citizens of this planet. And the
Quran tells them explicitly: "O you
who believe, stand firmly for justice,
as witnesses for God, even if it
means testifying against yourselves,
or your parents, or your kin, and
whether it is against the rich or poor,
for God prevails upon ail. Foilow not
the lusts of your hearts, lest you
swerve, and if you distort justice or
decline to do justice, verily God
knows what you do," (4:135).

The so-called intolerance is in fact
resistance shown by the Muslims

with standing up for justice even .

against their own self-interests. The
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secularism. To the secular ideology,
religion, moral tradition and the
complex of established institutions
are irrational and unscientific and
subjective, it seems.

The basic clash of these ideologies
occur when the Islamic ideology
assert that what animates every
organism, what constitutes its
nature, is purpose: if it be accepted,
the idea of purpose, of intention, of
the motive power of a goai or ideal
rather than of an organic "drive”
changes the orientation of our

psychical views. Man is drawn
towards a goal; and that goal often
cannot be perceived or

apprehended through the methods
and theories of  economic
development or exact science.

Perhaps at no time has the
comparison of lIslamic and the
undeclared western ideology been
maore pertinent than it is today. Due
to unimaginable intensity of the
propaganda, fslam is being lumped
with the failed ideclogies of Western
liberalism, communism, socialism,
and all other -isms have been put to
the test and proved incapable to
govern human lives. Islam definitely
is an ideology, but unlike the
aforementioned three factors
associated with an ideology, in Islam
it means the basic concepts on
which the systems of life are
established. |slam is not a 'religion’
in the ordinary sense of the word.
Religion is the English equivalent for
the Arabic word Mazhab, which
does not occur even once in the
whole of the Holy Quran. The Quran
has, instead, used the word Addeen
for Islam, which means a particular
way of life and, in a nut shell, Islamic
ideology is another name for
Permanent Vzlues or Inviclable
Principles elaborated in the Holy
Quran. And the same prnciples
constitute the basis of the political,
economic, and social systems.

The ideclogy-less religious concept
considers relationship with his God
as essentially an individual and
private affair. tn lonely seclusion he

seeks through worship God's
forgiveness and bounties, and
having done  that, proceeds

according to his sweet will, to
engage in mundane matters. The
separation of religion from state and
othe rpublic affairs amounts to
negating part of the Quranic
injunctions, for which there is no

room in Islam at all. According to the
Holy Quran:

" ...0o you then believe in a part of
the Book and disbelieve in the
other? What then is the reward of
such among you who do this but
disgrace in the life of this world, and
on the day of resurrection they shall
be sent back to the most grievous
chastisement, and Allah is not at all
heedless of what you do" ( Al
Baqara; 2:85)

The most important difference
between Islamic and the prevailing
western ideology is that Islam
doesnt impose its ideclogy on the
non-Muslim societies the way the
21st century coalition of the western
forces impose their values on the
Islamic world. Despite being
considered evil, the Taliban didn't
even think of imposing their values
on people living in Washington and
London the way the power brokers
in these capitals think of changing
basic values and the way of life in
Afghanistan, Pakistan and
elsewhere in the Muslim world. They
consider imposing their western way
of lite as a prime responsibility and
any resistance to occupation,
oppression and injustice in the
Muslim world as extremism and
terrorism,

Did any single Muslim individual, let
alone state, from amongst the 1.2

billion adherents to the Islamic faith
ever proposed any change in the
American  constitution like the
American Congressmen proposing
changes in Pakistan's constitution?
This fact must be suffice to clarify
the nature of the two ideologies: one
is the way to establish Deen in the
Muslim societies according to the
Quranic injunctions and the other is
a para-military-cum-inteflectual
campaign to impose its own values
on the rest of the world. One is
complete in guidance for all aspects
of human life, the other is replete
with all the three forms of
dispensation. intellectual, practical
and moral. One is at peace with
itself, and the other trying to clash
with it and also make its adherents
clash among themselves under the
proud propaganda slogan: "we want
a war within Islam.” The proponents
of western ideology must realise that
their modes of thinking and war are
far worse than what was attributed
to the Taliban to present them as
monsters of the present age. An
impartial assessments of the
available facts would convince
anyone with average 1Q that Islamic
ideology is not a curse that needs to
be needlessly targeted by the
intolerant and extremist proponents
of an unnamed western ideology.

Media Power

reference paint.

By: M.H. Faruqui*

Time, Newsweek and CNN are supported by commercial sponsors.
BBC and VOA, etc. are financed by governments. It is not possible to
run a quality magazine solely on the basis of subscriptions. In turn
their sponsorship determines their editorial agenda.

This year the British Foreign Office gave the BBC World Service f
181.8 million (f 170 m last year} as grant in aid so that the Corporation
could run a free news service in several important world languages. It
was not charity, it was foreign poficy. Besides projecting Britain’s
values and promoting the English languages, the main object behind
funding the BBC World Service was to enable it to be the world’s

That being so, f 181.8m was a paltry sum to spend if it helped to
influence opinion and shape policy making around the world.

The USA too is now going to invest at least half a billion dollars to set
up a 24 hours, seven days a week, satellite channel program directed
only to the Musiim countries. This is besides the Voice of America and
the recently set up Voice of Free Afghanistan. Why are they so keen to
inform the Muslims alone at a cost of five hundered million dollors?
‘The war of words is as important as the war of bullets,’ explained
Marc Nathanson, chairman of the Middie Eastern subcommittee
of the American Broadcasting Board of Governors.

(* Published & Managing Editor, Impact International, London)
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The crux of the last 12 years'
intensive anti-lslam propaganda in
the western electronic media and
press is that Islam is an ideology, an
ism, which inspires fundamentalism
and violence. Pick up any leading
articie from the mainstream
American and European media or
watch any talk show, the sum of
their discussions is the same theme.
Do the Muslims need to be
defensive  or  apologetic in
addressing the crux of anti-Isiam
propaganda? Do we need to spring
into action to crackdown on religious
institutions and related aspects of
religion in a bid to put forward an
ideclogy-less Islam? Or we need to
clarify as to what kind of picture
about ideclogy has been painted
that a specific set of negative
pictures come to mind as soon as
the word ideology is used? Don't we
need to present the difference
between the perceived and real
Islamic ideology?

To the Western public, ideology is
presented as a triple form of
dispensation: inteliectual, practical
and moral. They are told that
Intellectual dispensation consists of
retaining only facts favourable to the
thesis one is defending, even, if
necessary, inventing them, and of
denying, omitting, or forgetting
others to keep them from becoming
known. Lets take a pause and
imagine if the leading political
analysts in the western mainstream
media are not addicted to the same
practice of retaining facts favourable
only to their version of the reality
about Islam,

Practical dispensation is presented
as suppressing the criterion of
effectiveness in judging policies,
depriving setbacks and failures of all
refutational value. One of the
functions of such ideoiogy is also to
fabricate explanations that absolve
, it. Is not the way the US and UK
Justified their policies in the post
September 11 pericd reflective of
this approach? Is not their
explanation mere affirmation, an act
of faith?

Regarding moral dispensation, it is
said that it abolishes all notions of

Abid Ullah Jan

(E-mail: abidjan2@psh.paknet.com.pk }

Clashing With Islamic Ideology.

good and evil; or rather, for them it
is the service due to ideology that
replaces morality. What is crime or a
vice for the common run of mortals
is not.one for them. is not this kind
of dispensation more ciose to the
modern values of life and lifestyles
in the western thought than the
Islamic teachings? Judged by the
standards of the meanings
associated with ideology by the
western analysts, policies of the
major western capitals are more
based on an unnamed ideclogy than
the ideology of Islam. Why should
ideology be considered as an evil
when associated with Islam, but a
blessing when practiced without
naming it by all the leading countries
in the crusade against Islamic
ideology?

According to the late 20th century
political analysts, religions should be
distinguished from ideology. They
believe that religion Yecomes an
ideology as soon as it is extended
into the social and palitical domain.
The public is led to believe that
Islam in particular is serving as
ideological wvehicle for wars of
conquest and colonization to forcibly
impose on the vanquished a radical
metamorphosis of society. May we
ask what the US and its allies are
doing in Afghanistan, Egypt, Algeria,
Pakistan and other places in the
Muslim world if not trying to impose
a radical metamorphosis of society
and a way of life they consider right?
if the principal characteristic of an
ideology is its impermeability to
"alien" information in order to protect

an interpretative system, then it
becomes clear that ideological
enrobing immunizes entire
constellation of the western

convictions against assault of reality
by the Muslims in almost all sphere
of thought and activity. To save the
unnamed western ideology, Al-
Jazeera shall be silenced, internet
sites shalf be closed down, news
reports shall he censored,
dissenters shall be jailed and a
grand network of mainstream media
be developed to marginalize any
voice that challenges the status quo
of the prevailing western ideology.

Ideologues like  Thomas
Friedman, Daniel Pipes, A.M
Rosenthal, Amos Perimutter, Jim

Hoagland, Samue! P. Huntington,
Bill Maher, etc do not think of
themselves as  simplifiers or
sloganisers of an ideology. They
believe they are objective and
scientific, even dispassionate. All
faithful followers of the systematized
western ideologies believe
themselves to be objective; their
adversaries in the Muslim world are
subjective.  Such  devotee  of
objectivity pride themselves upon
being realists, men wha perceive the
world as it truly is, without being
deluded by visions, personal
interests, or irrational emotions. But
no man is more unphilosophical
than one who fancies that he is
totally objective. ‘

The core of their secular belief is
that human nature and human
society may be improved infinitely -
no, perfected - by the application of
the techniques of the physical,
biological and modern social
sciences to the governance of men.

For the convinced secular- .
ideclogue,  traditional  religion,
particularly Islam, has been a

nuisance and a curse, because it
impedes the designs of the secular
ideological planner. Science, with
capital  §, should supplant
God/Allah. The religious teacher
would give way to the “scientific”
manager of the new society,

This rather vogue claim that religion
has no place in the society (except
China or where the US needs to
exploit it) which can be regulated on
"scientific” principles has had an
appeal for some physical and
biological scientists; and the less
such scientists have known of
human letters, history, religion and
palitical theory, the more
enthusiastic they have tended to be
for a new order which would sweep
away all the errors and follies of
mankind by a rational application of
secular and scientific theory and
method. The high achievements of
physical and biciogical sciences in
the 20th century gave powerful
reinforcement to the advocates of
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