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rgflaction of current s raaktes,

y does {pe Secunfy Council st
refigct the power balance aj the end of
World War K2 Why Is the Islamic
World as a whele not represented in
the Security Council’ with the same
Fight 19 veto as comparatively less
powerful states such as the United
Kingdom? The missing word “united.”
from the Muslim world is grobably

making the whale ditference.
Of course, the werd body should
refiect the  prevailing  power

imbalances, as ome of the major
failings of the League of Nations was
that it did not mirror the changing
global political balance in the 1920s
and 1830s. The question is: For how
long would the US and its allies
maintain  and sustain  the wppet
regimes of their liking in these Muslim
states 10, suppress the witl of 1.2 billion
jigopied A totally democratic UN

cedainly s uteplan.  However,
democratising the UN is one of
degrea, rather than of kind.

Democracy is not an end in itself,
rather a more democratic UN would be
a means to render the UN mare
effective in any given crisis sityation.
the Muslims do npt see the UN
agdressing their probigms in no other
uai ‘than distributing blankets and
food afler the US bombing and
sanction, they would have no other
eption but to decide quitting it
altogether and live without its gifts and
benedictions.

The undemocratic form is nowhere
more clearly evident than in the make-
up of the most important UN organ,
the Security Councif &sm whigh bears
the chief respdnsipility for maintaining
international peace and is the only
Bady with the power to make decisions
pinding on all member-states. But it
remains a prisoner of the past in its
parmanent membership that reflects
the balance of power in 1945 If the
world wants the UN not to follow the
lLeague to Nation to its grave, this
issue needs to be addressed on the
urgent basis.

International stratification is never rigid
and permanent, and states are
upwardly or downwardly mobile. A
static permanent meémbership of the
SC clearly undermines the logic of tha
status, thereby diminishing the
authority of the organisation and
preeding resentment net only in
claimants 1@ the ranks of the great

= pawers but thase who are suffering at

the hands ef the permanent five.

The big five eantend that the SC is
organised on the principles  of
responsibility and  capacity, not
representation. This argument is

show of that responsibility in the
isracli-RPalestinian conflict? Wha paid
any attention te the UN resolutions on
Kashmir? Who is exploiting the UN

resolutions of terrorism and using’

them for some other forgign pelicy
objectives. These are Tot the
examplas of responsibility. As for the
capacity is concerned: Why is Islamic
World as a blog not represented in the
SC, while countries like Britain and
France are? .

The UN was supposed to act more or
less in the interests of its global
constituency. A{ present this would
necessarily mean @ UN freeing itself
from U§ domination. Instead of
ghowing the US to take unilateral
actions and violate others' sovereignty,
under Article 47 of Chapter VIl of the
Charter of the UN a military staft
committee is supposed to be
established in order “lo advise and
assist the Security Council on all
questions relating. to the maintenance
of international peace ang security, ...

‘and the reguiation of armaments and

possibla disarmament.

Fhe military staff committee needs to
be made up of the "Chiefs of Staff of
the Permanent Members of the
Security Council or their
representatives and is to be madsa
responsible under the Security Coungil
for the strategic direction of any armaed
forces placed at the disposal of the
Security Council (A 47.2 ~ A 47.4,
Chapter V11 of the Charter of the
UN)." In other words, any enforcement
action undertaken by the UN requires
a military staff commitiee to be
sstablished which would be in charge

" of any military action embarked upon. )

Under this explanation the Gulf war
was illegally authorized and the
anforcement of no-fly zones is naked
aggression against a member state.
Similarly presence of the US, UK or
Russian military forces on the ground
in Afghanistan is also a violation of the
concept of peacekeeping of any force
authorised by the UN. Where are the
biue berets? Instead there is the
occupation forca keeping - faw and
order in Afghanistan.

LS hegemeny can also be seen in the
subversion of the UN to the cause of
punishing Libya, Sudan and lran. Such
incidents highlight the need for the UN
to be a global forum of equals where
the UN serves the interests of all its
constituents and net only the interests
of the most powerful. At present, the
UN is constituted as fundamentally
undemocratic — representing the will of
the powerful. How can the majority of
UN Muslim ‘member states in

™ tallaciays in the exireme: where is the

particutar feel comfortable with a world
body which refuses to give them an
effective voice and which patently acls
against their interesta?

How arg mmore than one billion of the
workl's Muslims supposed to react to
the UN when it accepts islamic law in
Saudi Arabia but disregards it in
Semalia _and Afghanistan, takes
punitive measures against Libya in
defiance of various international legal
conventions and ity own Charter but
allows US and !srael to camry on their
terrorigt  activities, and its leading
members (notably France) encourage
a dictatorial junta in Algeria to annul
the results of a democratic election?
The world organisation needs to cease
to be the embodiment of the mighty or
the Musiim countries need to cease to
be its members any more, It has to
reverse the normal pattern of US-
dictated selutions and put in place
negetiated setflements much more
aven handed than what the US
administration wanis. If the UN fails 10
become more democratic and more
assertive, the day is not far away
when most of the member states
would withdraw, leaving Washington
with no chance to take advantage of
using its clout, and the UN would
cease to he the goose laying golden

eggs for the US as and when the US

needed it to lay on special occasions.

At the moment all the Mustims,
however, wonder about the role of the

UN. |s it arr oppression legitimizing

agency? Does it know how 1o end a
conflict that it approves to begin?
Does it exist after all, and if it does,
where is it while two nuclear pawers
are on the brink to a nuclear war?
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View Point

Abid Ullah Jan.

{E-mail:_abidjan2@psh.paknet.com.n%)

Where Is The UN?

All the major Western armies are
marching towards Somalia without
even informing the UN. American
bombers are bombing villages in
Yemen without a UN's approval.
Despite UN resolutions, no efforts
have been made to resolve the crisis
between India and Pakistan. Instead,
India has been given a green signal to
humble Pakistan's offensive
capabilities. Palestinians are being
forced to fully submit to the Israeli will.
The US doesnt want any UN
involvement in the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. And village after village is
being flattened by the US war plans in
Afghanistan for v hich there is no
provision under any of the UN
resolutions. How does the UN become
s0 irrelevant with regard to some
issues and how suddenly every word
of its resolutions become a sacred text
from heavens is beyond
comprehension of the commaon man in
the Muslim world.
These days the UN seems {o be non-
existent — existent, however only for
enforcing sanctions against irag, or
convening a meeting on the
Palestinian issue only for the US to
veto it. The UN was very effectively
doing its sanctions enforcement job till
the fall of the Taliban government. And
now the rote of Security Council has
been further reduced to approving
freeze on the assets of Pakistani
scientists and industrialists. What a
© pity!
While askmg the UN to approve
international  observers for  the
occupied  Arab  territories, the
Palestinian officials were fully aware of
the.. {aci that _their entreaty was an
engmsemfuhlrty Simiilarly, Pakistani
officials “indicated a few. times they
want the UN to diffuse tensions with
India. But deep in their heart, they
know that like many other powerless
nations they have no other option.
Pakistan cannot respond to the Indian
~ accusations the way the US would
respond to anyone threatening it the
way the India browbeat Pakistan.
Palestinians cannot respond the way
the US would if someone eccupy its
land and subjugate its people and then
tell them to fully submit yourselves
before we discuss your future. The
only other saviour that comes to mind
- of  such helpless nations for
complaining about the violations of

@.nh gm fr»ruu’Hr}

international law by the US sponsored
regimes is the UN, whose inability to
act on behalf of the weak calls into
question the  significance and
relevance of its existence.

The weak nations believed that with
the end of the Cold War, the UN would
finally become free of the super-
powers deadlock that had prevented it
from carrying out its main purpose.
The UN itself, however, became the
first casualty of the post-Cold War era.
The UN was exploited to escalate the
Persian Gulf conflict and this was
presented to the world as the
beginning of a "new world order,”
where the UN would play the leading
role in ending the conflicts of the
world. If we look at the composition of
the Security Council and the US
actions since 1990, we find that the
Security Council that has become an
extension of the State Department
does not in any way reflect a universal
purpose. In the post September 11
era, the only universal purpose before
it seems to be the total dominance of
the US, which seems to have obtained
a licence to attack any country,
overthrow any government and
impose any kind of set it may like.
How naive it is to expect that no one in
the Muslim Woarld understands that the
UN has enforced a plan hatched in
Washingten on Afghanistan in Bonn.
Everyone understands but the time is
not ripe for saying adios to the UN.
Recent events have proved that the
UN not only lacks the capability to
handle critical issues but also it has
become a hostage t6 the US
blackmail. It has lost its envisaged
utility. The UN has been perfectly
sidelined on the issue of Middle East
conflict. It doesn't have a say in the US
and British affair of maintaining
sanctions against Iraq and subjecting
it to the regular military strikes.
Kashmir has been put on the back
bumer and it has no role except
endorsing NATO's action in former
Yugoslavia. The UN inspectors spied
for the US and the UN has given
qualified support to the Algerian
military-backed government in its
efforts to combat the opposition
forces. Can we expect any good of the
UN any more?

The US is not going to listen to the

complaints of Muslim masses any .

more.

it would keep on drqqping

the need for

missiles on our soil and using our
airspace and territorial waters against
our will. The UN cannot do anything
about it because the puppet regimes
have authorised the US to do so
against the will of their people.
Proponents of the UN are quick to
point out its successes in the fields of
health care, education, human rights,
and in the political domain. But there is
a long list of failures - Afghanistan,
Palestine, Somalia, Sudan, Bosnia,
Kashmir and Angola along its failure to
act in Rwanda, Burundi and Algeria.
By the end of 1993, 53 wars were
being waged in 37 countries across
the globe. One of the main reasons for
its failure is its undemocratic structure
that can bring its doom sooner than
expected.

Muslims are the most disadvantaged
and the least represented lot on the
face of the earth these days. Most of
the problems around the globe are
due to their lack of voice and
international support for their jugs
causes — so just that numerous UN
resolutions are pending for
implementation. Giving any
representation to the Muslims does
not even appear in the contemporary
debate. There was no need for it,
provided all the issues were not
related to the Muslims and in all cases
they were not the victims. The much
vaunted democracy runs out of gas at
the doors of the UN. No one argues
that a democratic UN  would

“necessarily see a more effective world

body; better able to serve the interests
of all its constituent members. A good
yardstick with which to measure the
level of democracy inside the UN is to
analyse it in terms of broad-baseness,
transparency and accountability.

The key areas for reforms are: the
democratic  appointment of the
Secretary-General;, the lack of
representation in the Security Council,
some form of
accountability in the relationship
between the Security Council and the
General Assembly; the necessity to
limit American influence inside the
world body. Those who dominate the
UN argue that UN is a supranational
and supra legal entity and there can
be no talk of democratising the UN in
an undemocratic world; after all the
UN is simply a reflection of existing
power inequities. If the UN is simply a
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an element without which it instantly
“xpires. But it could not be less folly to
abolish liberty than it would be to wish
the annihilation of air, which is
essential to all life, because it imparts
to fire its destructive agency. What we
are experiencing in the Muslim world
these days are attempts to abolish
liberty, which is essential to political
life, because it nourishes opposition to
domination and interference from
outside.

The second expedient is = as
impracticable as the first would be
unwise. As long as the reason of man
continues fallible, as he is at liberty to
exercise it, different opinion will be
formed. As long as the connection
subsists between his reason and his
self-love, his opinions and his
passions will have a reciprocal
influence on each other; and the
former will be objects to which the
tatter will attach themselves. The
diversity in the faculties, cultures and
religious background are not less
insuperable obstacles to a uniformity
of interests. A woman in Kabul can
never feel and act like a woman in
Kansas. The protection of centuries
old values and faculties ts the first
_object of independent governments,
¥vhich is being taken away by the post-
September 11 trends,

The latent causes. of resistance are
thus sown in the nature of man; and
we see them everywhere brought into
different degrees of activity, according
to the different circumstances of civil
sogiety in different countries. A zeal for
different opinions concerning religion,
government and many other points
have, in turn, divided mankind into
parties, inflamed them with mutual
animosity, and rendered them much
more disposed to vex and oppress
each other than to co-operate for
common good, particulady if that
commen good is envisaged by a party
whose hands are bloodied with
innocent blood and is generally
regarded as a globo-bully. So strong is
this propensity of making to fall into
mutua!l  animosities, that where no
substantial occasion presents itself —
like occupation of Palestine, Kashmir,
sanctions against a country for 12
years and stationing foreign forces in
the heartland of Islam and elsewhere -
- the most frivolous and fanciful
distinctions have been sufficient to
kindle their unfriendly passions and
excite their mutual conflicts.

The regulation of these various and
interfering interests forms the principle
task of national and international
legislation, and involves the spirit of
party and groups in the necessary and

——————————

—————————

ordinary operations of the government
and the world. But international law
has been perfectly sidelined in the
post September 11 era. This is the
fime, when might is perfectly right.
There is no need for negotiations and
there is no need to present evidence
to prove an allegation. There is no
third option other than doing, what the
weaker is told by the mighty, or dying.
No man, or nation, is allowed to be a
judge in his own cause, because his
interest would certainiy bias his
judgment, and, not improbably, corrupt
his integrity. In the changed world,
nations like India, israel and the US
are both judges and parties at the
same time. At the national level, there
could be instances where it would not
be possible to remove the causes that
split people into factions, like the clash
of interest between domestic and
foreign manufacturers, or
apportionment of faxes on varigus
descriptions  of  property. An
enlightened statesman would be able
to adjust these clashing interest and
control their effects. However, it would
be a folly if & nation start dictating the
world with the fond hope that it can
eradicate all resistance 1o its unjust
policies simply by controling s
effects.

Even at the national level,
permanently sidelining the “"extremist
clements” is not the answer. If they
are really "less than a majority,” relief
shall be supplied by giving them due
representation, which would enable
the "majority,” if it indeed is in majority,
to defeat their “sinister" views by
regular vote. It may clog ‘the
administration, it may convulse the
society; but if they were really in

minority, they would be unable to .

execute and mask their violence. Who
knows if the minority is the ruling class
or it is the groups protesting in the
streets or languishing in prisons,
except when both of them are given
equal opportunity to compete. insiead
of securing foreign interests, our great
objective should be to form truly
representative and popular
governments for securing the public
good and private rights against the
danger of the minority - either in
power or in the streets, And it should
be the great object to which our
inquiries are directed. It is this great
desideratum by which the Muslim
governments can be rescued from the
opprobrium under which they have so
fong laboured. Only. supporting
transition of the Muslim societies to
such kind of governments and
eradicating the causes of mistrust can

S
save the West from the future threat of
terrorism. ‘

It is wrong to assume that the US,
India or Israel would be kicking Muslim
leaders around, they would be
implementing their policies, and still
"maijority" of the population would love
to live under such tyrannies. Just like
rejecting all forms of terrorism, we
have to reject all forms of extremism
and set the limits and standards to find
out if it is the ruling class or the ruled
that is extremist. Claiming to be in
majority, doesn't  justify crimes
committed by the ruling group. Every
kind of imposed governments would
forever remain  spectacles  of
turbulence and contention, breeding
resistance and rage against the
sponsors of such regimes. Interests
and security of the imposed
governments would forever remain
incompatible with the rights and
security of its subject.

There is no denying the fact that the
US cannot indefinitely sustain puppet
regimes in other countries. And its
also a reality that more and more
people feel in countries like
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Egypt. Saudi
Arabia, etc. that they are not being
ruled from within. The more the
desperation gets deeper in the Muslim
societies, the more the chances are
that a flame kindled by any leader like
Osama bin Laden would spread a
general conflagration. The US still ,has
time to look at the trends it has set
during the last four months, try to
understand the pain that we feel in the
Muslim world, and patiently review its
policies than shedding any more blood
in its war on human nature against all
the laws of nature.
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View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

(E-mail: abidjan2@psh.paknet.com.pk)

United States vs. Laws of Nature.

The US intention to stay in the region
for a long time to come is reflected
from the New York Times' (January
05, 2001) editorial comment that
Afghanistan need "sustained American
aid, diplomacy and military presence.”
The US and its allies are assuring the
waorld that they intend to make the post
September 11 era free of terrorism,
hatred and violernce. We hope they
succeed in their stated noble mission.
However, a look at the events of the
past three months is sufficient to give
us a glimpse of the horrible
implications of the dangerous trends
set by the US, which have been
quickly emulated by others like India
and Israel.

A quick look at the following headlines
reveals that the US is out to eradicate
anyone who opposes what it proposes
for every individual, every country and
the whole world. For this purpose it
has started going to all extremes. The
identical patterns in  the newly
established trends are as follows:

On the Afghan front: Taliban were
accused with Osama without any
proof. "Taliban's plea: don't punish us,"
(Reuters: Sep. 14, 2001) was rejected.
"Mulla Omar called on the US for
patience in its demands,” (RFE/RL,
Prague, Sep. 19}, but to no use. "Bush
rejected the Taliban's offer to ask
Osama bin  Laden to leave
Afghanistan voluntarity." (AP, Sep.
21). They mighty kept on warning: "we
will defeat you,” (CNN, Sep. 21). At
last, the "Taliban Offered to Detain bin
Laden, [but] Bush administration
quickly rejected the Taliban proposal.
The president's demands are clear
and nonnegotiable,” said White House
spokesman Scott McClellan,” (AP Oct.
06). "Bush rejected as 'nen-negotiable’
an offer by the Taliban to discuss
turning over Osama bin Laden if the
United States endeg the bombing in
Afghanistan” (CNN, QOct 14). The
Taliban had to go, and they are gone.
On the Middle Eastern Front: lsrael
right away declared, "Arafat era is
over," (AP, Sep. 19). "Sharon rejected
US effort at Isragl's expense,” (Middle
East Times). "Bush snubed Arafat on
terrorists'...and refused to meet him at
a UN meeting in New York,"” {CNN,
Nov. (8). "Sharon rejected EU bid to
start implementing the Mitchell pian,”
(Dec. 02} ‘"Arafat facing growing
pressure,” {CNN, Dec. 04.) "Arafat
asks for chance to stop terrorists,”

{CNN, Dec. 05). "Bush says Arafat
must 'rout out' terrorists,” (CNN, Dec.
06). "Mission impossibte: The UN
Security Council adjourned a closed-
door session without taking action on
a Palestinian-backed resolution calling
for international observers," (CNN,
Oct. 14). "Shots fired at Hamas chief's
home by the Palestinian security
forces," (CNN, Dec. 20). Israeli wanted
Hamas declaration of an end to
resistance, and it got it with the use of
terrorism as a tool.

On the South Asian Front: "Pakistan
wants evidence and offers
talks...Vajpayee rules out talks with
Pakistan” (AP, Nov. 08). "India shuns
Pakistan talks offer (CNN, Dec. 29).
"“Vajpayee under pressure to take
action," {(CNN, Dec. 14). "India vows to
crush ‘'terrorists'," (CNN, Dec. 14).
“Pakistan arrests leader tied to Dec.
13 attack," {CNN, Dec 30). "Arrests

cool India-Pakistan rhetoric® {CNN
Dec. 31). "Pakistan raids target
militants... Police raided mosques,

homes and militant bases across
Pakistan early Saturday, picking up
200 Islamic militants as President
Pervez Musharraf pursues extremist
groups,”" (CNN, Jan. 05). The objective
was to stop Pakistan's support for the
Kashmiri freedom fighters and it is
achieved like its throwing the Taliban
baby with the bath water.

What we observe is the indignity of
arm-twisting into accepting dermands
of the powerful. The weak doesn't
have any right to ask for the evidence
for which it is punished. The weak is
not allowed to question the wisdom
and fairness of the new international
justice.
surrender its people, its sovereignty
and whatever little authority is
available at its disposal. The only
difference in the situation at the three
fronts is that having failed to make
their logic work, the Taliban were
finally  struck  ferociously  and
dislodged. They are still being hunted
and killed against the internaticnal
ethics and laws of war. On the South
Asian front, Pakistan's support for
Kashmin freedom fighters is
neutralized. lt is expected that shortly
after crushing the uprising, India wouid
refuse to concede any mechanism of
self-determination far Kashmir.
Instead, elections would be held 10
grant a modicum of autonomy for
declaring the conflict officially closed.

The weak has simply to-

Musharraf is expected to suppress
"militant outfits," and hand over the
country to an elected government,
which would forever remain under the
able guidance of its ali-wise military.
On the Middie Eastern front, the US
and its allies expect that with the help
of Arafat, Hamas, Islamic Jihad, Amal
and Hizbullah, all would be perfectly
neutralized in the near future. The plan
is to vacate a few Jewish seftlements
in the occupied West Bank and Gaza
for a limited number of Palestinian
refugees, give Palestine Authority only
civic control of the Al-Agsa mosque
and concede  sovereignty over
Jerusalem to Israel for formalising it as
its eternal capital.

This rosy scenario of capping "Islamic

revival," eliminating the fear of
"Talibanisation” and "islamic
fundamentalism" excludes from the
computation some crucial factors,

which would make the way much
harder for the US to reach this
hypothetical paradise than expected.
The grand misconception on which the
post September 11 strategies are
based is that only a fraction of the
population in the Muslim world is
responsible for creating problems and
offering resistance to the US
dominated world, and that an all out

- war on these groups of “extremists"

and "militants" would help the powerful
rule the world just the way they like.
The US planners know very well that
they are not against a "minority” in the
Muslim world. However, they console
themselves with the idea that a non-
violent protest that is echoed almost
everyday in every Muslim household is
not a threat as long as there are no
“cowards’ to register desperate
protests in the form of September 11
attacks. There are two methods of
curing the "mischief’ of Al-Qaeda like
factions: the one by removing the
causes; the other by controlling its
effects. There are again two methods
of removing the causes that led to the
creation of such groups; the ohe by
destroying the liberty which s
essential to their existence; the other,
by giving to every citizen of the Muslim
and Western countries the same
opinions, the same passicns, and the
same interests,

The first remedy, that the US and its
allies have chosen, is worse than the
"disease.” WUndoubtedly, fjiberty to
resisting groups is what air is to fire,
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