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_ they sow do not germinate and grow

T at one time and the "terror" against
repression do not unfold all at once.
So, the war on symptoms would
never end. It would go on and on for
generations, if it may, until the
policies of both direct and remote
control colonialism are not changed
and the wrongs not redressed.
Arrogant as usual, Bush challenged
the world from his Texas ranch on
28" December. He said: "The world
must know that those who harm the
US would not go unpunished." It is
not the US alone that is harmed.
The wholesale terror unleashed to
further a nebulous concept called
the “"pational interest" is not the
answer to those, who also feel
harmed. The American public
particularly need to realize that if
they multiply by 800 - 1000 times
the amount of pain, angst, and
anger they felt after September 11,
they might begin to understand how
much of the Muslim world feels as it
continuously suffer from
occupations, sanctions and the US
sponsored repressive regimes.
Many American, [sraeli and now

~.Indian people are calling for
"revenge” or ‘"vengeance” and
comments such as "kill them all"
have been circulated on BBC and
CHNNM. There is no attempt to define
either terrorism or set the limits to
what a few more potentially benign
comments call as "justice.” If indeed
it is Al-Qaida, Hamas, or people
from Lashkar-e- Taiyaba, the world
must not deal with them through the
language of war on other countries
and killing thousands of innocent
civilians, but eliminate the conditions
that create the injustices and war
crimes that will inevitably lead o
more of these types of attacks in the
future.
The phrase "No Justice, No Peace"
is more than a slogan used in a
march; it is an observable historical
fact. It is time to end the policies of
horror followed by the US and its
partners-in-terror. After raining down
almost twice the amount of death
and - destruction the American
witnessed on September 11, they
must now be able to think in rational
ferms that- what after all could
possibly drive so many people to
such a fever pitch of rage and anger
1o kill themselves for making a point.
In order to eradicate "terrorism," the
questions * they raise deserve

answers. Genuine concerns of the
Muslim masses need as much
attention as those of their sell-out
leaders.

Stability and protection of the oil
fields in the Middle East and
safeguarding other interests around
the world are legitimate US
concemns and the main pillars of its
foreign policy, but these aims can be
achieved without being selfish and
without hypocritical stands for
hurman rights and democracy. Even
to a layman in the streets of the
Muskms world, the US hypocrisy is
apparent: human rights, but not for
the Muslims oppressed by the US
sponsored regimes; democracy, but
not where the US doesn't want it.
The world won't be stable, the oil
fields won't be secure, and America
won't be free of the fear of terrorism
unless the Americans identify with
the aspirations of the Muslims to live
under the governments of their own

determination,

continue to
objectives of US foreign policy.

liking without any outside
interference and domination.

The US needs to understand that -
even the worst kind of the much
dreaded Islamic state would never
be as much a threat 1o its interests,
as is its current war on the
symptoms of its misdirected policy.
The exaggerated fear that radical
"Islamist” parties will gain popular
favor, win elections, and establish
anti-US  theocratic  states is
baseless. If that risk exists today,
imagine how much higher it will be
tomorrow when the puppet regimes
collapse and if the present trends of
war on Pakistan's stability, war on
religious and cuitural roots in
Afghanistan, war on Palestinians
and Kashmiris aspirations for self-
war on religious
institutions and war on anything
related to "fundamentalist" Islam
remain the main
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View Point

Stop The

orthern  Alliance, farmer
N Afghan Mujahideen,

Pakistan's military leadership
and other American surrogates in
the Muslim world couldn’t foresee
the consequences of their joining
the US war on the symploms of its
ill-conceived foreign policy.
irrespective of the calls from the
Muslim world that this is a war on
Islam, it is becoming evident to
almost everyone that the US has set
an extremely dangerous precedent
of playing the prosecutor, the judge
and executor at the same time. Now
that India and lsrael are out to
replay Washington's role of going to
all out war on the symptoms of their
deeds, and the us is
indiscriminately targeting Northern
Alliance, former Mujahideen, the
Taliban and Al-Qaida without any
distinction, we hear some
reservations to the WS war on
terrorism. Expression of concerns
even at this stage is worthwhile
hecause it's not too late to force
necessary course correction and
start addressing the root causes of
terrorism.
A nation cannot plan or follow a
policy but it judges itself. With its
will, or against its will, @ nation
draws its portrait to the eye of its
people and other nations by every
word and deed. Every policy and
every principle reacts on the nation
who supports it. The recent US
policy, in particutar, has become a
harpoon for countries like Pakistan

hurled at the whale of “terrorism,”.

unwinding, as it flies, a coil of cord in
the boat, and if the harpoon is not
good, or not well intentioned, it will
go nigh to cut the steersman in two,
or to sink the boat.

Out of the unyielding pressure from
Washington, Pakistani leadership
helplessly bloodied its hands with
the innocent Muslim blood. Northern
alliance and former Mujahideen

commariders went one step further.
and handed over Afghanistan to the
didn't

US. These collaborators
realise that he that watereth shall be
watered himself. It is not a strange
coincidence to hear from New Dethi

Abid Ullah Jan

ADIU Vllall Jalt
(E-mail: abidian2@gsh.paknet.com.gk)

Wars on Symptoms.

that Pakistan will not be provided
with any evidence. Thou shalt be
paid exactly for what thou hast
done, no more, no less. it must not
be something new when we hear
from Paris that the evidence against
Pakistan is conclusive. We do not
deserve to say, as Sraj Aziz said on
PTV News (December 28), that the
US has set a dangerous precedent
in Afghanistan, because Pakistan
has played a central role'tnh setting
that precedent. The Afghan
leadership, too, has now no right 10
call for a halt to the US bombing
missions.

The problem is that before declaring
vindication of the Muslim
leadership's illegitimate role in the
US war on the symptoms of
terrorism, the Muslim leaders
couldn't contemplate’ the next US
move and repercussions of the
principles sacrificed for a few million
dollars and a short lease on life.
Now the precedent is set and all the
perpetrators are well on their reap
the whirtwind in the next stage of the
US ‘fnisnomered war on terrorism.
The issue of neutralising Pakistan's
nuclear capability; consummating
Israeli occupation; eliminating ali the
former jihad-related elements in
Afghanistan, irrespective  of their
being members of Northern,
Eastern, or Southern alliance; and
neutralising Islam are the top
agenda items for phase-two in the
US war for eliminating symptoms of
its policies. The argument is that the
US won't change its policy, it would
rather make the environment
conducive for its implementation.
Pakistan's recent efforts to pacify
India, its promises to strive for
peace, its plea for investigations by
FBI. its remonstrations to the us
and UN and its taking pains to
convince India for a negotiated
settlement remind us of the
Taliban's position in the not too
distant past. On the other hand, the
UK ‘officials and media is playing the
same role in igniting the conflict as it
played in raising emotions till
October. 7, 2001. In an interview to
John Humphries on December 28,

ﬂ—-:'_—

Jack Straw didn't utter a single word
about the state sponsored terrorism
that the Indian government has
been committing in Kashmir over the
past 53 years.

Just like Bush and Blair's insistence
in September 2001, Jack Straw
claims the attack on the Indian
parliament was "an attack on
democracy.” Similarly, the BBC has
left out some very important
information  from its  online
introduction to the history of Kashmir
by Fergus Nicoll. At the end of each
news report, the BBC
correspondents love to give one or
two comments for igniting the
situation, like: "and the anger among
the Indian public is growing," "they
want to do away with this menace
once and for all" and "they feel that
the war is inevitable." On the other
hand, there is no News about the US
warplanes attacking positions  in
Yemen without any attempt at
legalising the international terror
campaign. Reports on the US
bombing of Afghan leadership
convoys or villages, like Tazai, near
spin Boldak, are few and short. The
US is standing behind the israeli
demand that the Palestinians should
first fully submit to the israeli
occupation before anyone is ready
1o listen to them.

However, the question is: Would the
US, India and Israel succeed in the
lately developed techniques for
eradicating symptoms of their
policies and leaving the main issues
intact? The main symptom of
domination, occupation and
repression is resistance shown by
the victims. This resistance when
turns violent, becomes "terrorism.”
So, eradicating the symptom means
eradicating the feelings of being
repressed and exploited among the
victims. In shor, it is eradicating the
victims, who harbour anti-aggressor
feelings, one by one as we see in
Afghanistan and in Palestine and in
Kashmir. Would the US and its
partners in terror be able to
eradicate all their victims? Yes, they
can, but they would not be able to
do so, because the seeds of hatred
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