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time this happened, during the 19th
century, the approach was a little
crude. The colonizers just went into
unruly places, root out the
resistance and set up colonial
governments, which didn't last long.
The empires thought that the states
offering resistance to  their
dominance might be calmed down
by violent visit from the imperial
army. The resistance, however,
soon returned. The new Masters
have discovered that colonies were
money and men losing propositions.
The imperial Masters have now
discovered how to use the UN to do
most of the job. The UN has lost its
role in the Palestinian, Kashmiri and
Chechen conflict. However, it serves
a useful purpose by being protector
of the refined colonies. For instance,
the plans for Afghanistan are
 hatched up in Washington. Two top
/Afghan-ClA operatives are selected.

One is sent into Afghanistan via
.~ Jalalabad; the other via Qandahar.

"‘7-'*_. One meets his destiny; the: other

escapes. The US defeats those,
who refused its dictates. The UN is
then used to arrange a mock
conference at Bonn and enforce the
plans already prepared in
Washington. The UN promises to
protect the new government through
the armed forces from the Muslim
countries - again pitting Muslims
against Muslims -- and doing the
dity work of sorting out the good
from the evil among the locals. The
. colony is less likely to rebel against
the colonizing power, because the
UN is not seen as a foreign country
but, rather, the UN. That may
change as the UN runs more and
more colonies, but for the moment,
the UN takes less heat for running
the American colonies.
We don't call the US adventurism as
colonialism, for the US is only
fighting "terrorism” and then leaves
the UN behind to turn the colony into
an independent country. The refined
colonialism has only reserved for the
Muslim states since the end of the
Cold War. I's only a matter of time
to see more and more colonies as
the thought mills in Washington are
busy in sorting out which country
should be the next target and how.
One of the major difference in the
- past and present colonialism is that
- the refined form of it is not targeting
natural resources, except oit in the
Middle East, as much it is aiming to

neutralize Istam, which is
considered as the only potential
threat to the US supremacy in the
world. Another interesting aspect of
the new colonialism is that the US
calls the shots, whereas the rest of
the former colonizers support it in all
possible ways to controt the Muslim
stales and their domestic affairs.
The IMF and World Bank set
conditions for domestic economic
and political management. The
much-awaited aid programmes are
less often about dams, roads or
jobs, they are instead to ensure
good governance. It is not just US
marines ‘and special troops that

come from the “international
community,” it is also drug
enforcement agenis, policemen,

judges, media spin-doctors, prison
officers, central bankers, experts on
extremism and others.

In the past, when nations and men
felt from humanist ideals, their lapse
had not been defended by the
apologetics, which "moderate™ men
of the present age have been so
eager to turn out. The logicat end of
this "moderatism" is the organised
re-colonisation and organised
slaughter of nations or classes,
classified for the sake of
convenience into liberals and
fundamentalists --Northern Afghans,

Southern Afghans, Talibs, Mujahid,

Shia Iragis and Sunni lragis. So far,
the " politics did not dominate
civilisations entirely and many other
factors contribute to directing their
course, but the supremacy of the US
interest has shaken the foundation
of civilised life. The US direct
interference in all the Muslim states
for imposing its values regardless of
the indigenous social, political and
cultural institutions, has dissolved
the idea of civilisation and raised
one of the most important question
of our time: is the totalitarian system
envisaged by the US for the Muslim
states another kind of civilisation, or
it is the destruclive negation of
civilisation itself? Or to put the
question another way, has the older
meaning of the term civilisation
become entirely irrelevant to the
process of imposing and sustaining
totalitarianism in the Muslim world?
These queries raise stil another
question: are the "civilised" societies
generating forces that will drive
them in similar directions?

In short, the patterns of thought and
actions in our time cannot be
sufficiently understood and
constructively engaged without the
careful study of US motives behind
sponsoring totalitarianisms in the
Muslim World under the banner of
combating terrorism.
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Abid Ullah Jan —

View Point

Witnessing Refine

By the end of world War-il, the Nazi
and Fascist systems were crushed.
Five years later, it was obvious that
totalitarianism in its communist form
was more militant and vigorous than
had been foreseen. Forty years
later, when that tyrannical regime
collapsed under the weight of its
own oppression, few could have
predicted the rise of an imperial US
in less than a decade time. Robert
Fisk wrote in his recent column that
the Palestinian-1sraeli conflict is the
|ast colonial war (The Independent,
Dec. 04, 2001). In fact, the
apparently failed Taliban’s struggle
against the US and the Palestinian
resistance to Israeli occupation, are
the initial skirmishes of wider, 21%
century colonial wars. The only
difference between the Palestinian
and others' resistance is that the
former is against crude-israeli-
occupation of the past, while the
later would be against a refined

colonialism of the ‘international
community "
Apart from understanding our

weaknesses that make us prone to
foreign intervention, we also need to
comprehend the reality of US
imperialism and the difference of its
approach to colonialism. Elam,
Nineveh, Babylon were  but
significant vague names for those
who lived under their rule without
understanding the depth of their
slavery in their lives. Just like
France, England and Russia, soon
the US too would be a beautiful
name. However, before we touch
the abyss of history, isn't it better to
understand the circumstances that
could send the works of Robert Fisk,
Noam Chomsky, John Pigler and
others to join the work of Keats,
Baudelaire and Menander.

Apparently, it seems that the military
crisis in the aftermath of September
11 attacks is almost over. But the
intellectual crisis being more subtle,
and by its nature, assuming most
deceptive appearances (since it
takes place in the very realm of
dissimulation), this crisis will hardly
allow us to grasp the true nature and
extent of the US imperialism and our
enslavement well in time. No one

can say what will be dead or alive in
the new Muslim colonies tomorrow,
in literature, philosophy, aesthetics;
no one yet knows what ideas and
modes of expression will be
inscribed on the causality list, what
novelties will be imposed.

Hope suggests that any conclusion
unfavourable to the Muslims must
be an error of the mind. And yet the
facts are clear and pitiless:
thousands of Iragis are dying every
month; dozens of the Palestinians
are butchered on daily basis;
Kashmiris struggle against state
terrorism is brazenly classified as
terrorism; thousands of young
writers and political activists are
languishing in Egyptian, Algerian,
Saudi and Turkish prisons; the
illusion of Islamic culture has been
lost; Islamic ideology is barely
surviving, deeply stricken, and
called 1o account for its dreams;
Muslims are hopeless, beaten,
routed by their own errors; greed
and abstinence are equally flouted;
faith is confused in its aim - crescent
against crescent; and even the
sceptics, confounded by the sudden,
violent, and moving events that play
with our minds as a cat with a
mouse.

Under the reformed and refined
coionialism, totalitarian regimes are
being imposed on the Muslim states
to destroy any potential source of
political or military opposition {o the
US interests, and establish a centre
of power, above and beyond any
attack. History is full of authoritarian
governments, but many writers
agree, totalitarianism is a creature of
the 21st century. In the previous
instances, the totalitarian
movements emerged from the crisis
of old regimes within the states,
destroyed their institutions and built
on the ruins; the leaders of the
movement appeared as popular
saviours and each dictatorship first
defined and then used politics
primarily as a weapon for
annihilation of opposition and for
total social transformation. Under
the refined colonialism, such
totalitarian regimes are purposely

E-mail: abidian2@psh.paknet.comﬂ

d Colonialism.

developed and imposed on the
Muslim countries from outside.

Even before the present American
approach towards of Muslim World,
the western colonialism did not die
after relinquishing power to the
natives. It was a strategic
withdrawa!. The direct colonialism
merely changed to a more subtle
form of remote control colonialism.
The expansion of Western culture
has continued at an accelerated rate
along with systematic efforts to
denigrate the non-Western
civilizations, religion, art, literature
and customs. This new colonialism
came to haunt us under several new
faces, masquerading itself through

democracy, liberalism, ypu -
internationalism, free trade and’
humanitarianism. What we are

witnessing now, however, is a
refined colonialism.

Afghanistan is a perfectly refined
colony of the US, which will be
looked after by the UN. Other

effective tools are employed to look

after Egyptian, Saudi, Pakistani,
Kuwaiti, Jordanian, and Algerian
colonies. Under the  refined
colonialism, the imperial centre
needs not feed the starving
subjects, develop

infrastructure, or directly maintain
law and order. These colonies are
efficiently controlled through local
viceroys than the imported Kings
and Lords. The imperial centre only
needs to order: de-tslamisation is
needed, and there is a drive against
religious institutions. It orders: let
there be a crack down on Jihad, and
Jihad related Quranic verses are
immediately thrown out of the school
curriculum. The imperial centre
demands a crackdown on the
extremists, and goes behind the
bars every religious leader. On
receiving orders for necessary
preparation for a war in Afghanistan,
the local viceroy launches de-
weaponisation campaign to ward off
extensive bloodshed, just in case
the war leads to anarchy within. '
with increasing frequency, the call
is, "ward off terrorism" in out of the
way places and bring the benefits of
civilization along as well. The last

enslavement Well In Hme. 0 Om
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