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g Tel . 7723358-7721172
~ali g

LAHORE :
- Fax (42} 763-9918

S - Shahsawar Markel, Rehaman Gall No_ 4. 53-Nrshiar Road,
Lahore-54000. Pakistan. Phones 7639618,7639718,7635818,
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GUJRANWALA: Guyranwala Tel . 41790-210607
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intellectual whim of an hour
Govemments hastily designed upon
theories  of vested interests
ordinarily are wretched and short-
lived dominations.

The good government, very different
from the one envisaged for Kabul or
in place in Islamabad and Cairo, is
the tree that grows slowly from
years of social experience. For the
political institutions of a people grow
out of their religion, their moral
habits,  their economy, their
literature; potitical ways are but part
of an intricate bed of civilisation, into
which the roots of social order are
tumed deep. Attempts to impose
borrowed institutions upon an alien
cuiture, however well intentioned,
generally are disastrous - though
sometimes decades, or even
generations, may be required for the
experiment to run its unlucky
course. It is too premature to
declare the avents in Afghanistan
vindicate the puppet or his master's
policy and claim that imposing
American policies on an
Egyptianised Musiim world would
hot backfire.

American foreign policy still is
plagued by the delusion that some
domination of American institutions
and manners and aspirations will be
established in every Muslim land -
the American imperial conviction, in
Santayana's phrases, that the nun
must not remain a nun, and China
shall not keep its wall. The American
obsession is not new. Perennially,
the US estabiishment seeks for
liberal, gradualist, middle-of-the-
road, rational politica leaders in
Vietnam, or the Congo, or Algeria,
or Yugosiavia: People who would
disavow what the US dislikes and
behave as if they had been
graduated from some American
state university. Yet somehow the
US fails to find these precious
People, in Asia or Africa or Europe
or Latin America; and it is vexed.
But its hope springs eternal,

General-issimo Chiang Kai-shek,

Marshal Tito, President Diem, Bung
Sukarno, Geneéral Zia, Noreiga and
other men of mark successively fall
for the US favour: they have strayed
from the paths of righteousness:
they have not been

Americans. The US, however, has
been blessed with some statesman

like Musharraf or party like the
Northem alliance, endowed with
sufficient common sense to install
the American Way instanter.

The American fond hope of political
universalism never will be realised.
For individuals, as Chesterton said,
are happy only when they are their
own potty litle selves; and this is as
true of nations. The imposition of the
American way upon the Musiim
world would not make it cheerful.
The American institutions would
function tolerably in just a few lands.
States, like men, must find their own
paths to order and justice and
freedom; and those paths ordinarily
are ancient and twisting routes,
upon which the signposts are
Tradition and Prescription and
Authority. The world should become
one immense copy of American
society is a dream that may not be
imposed quite simply upon the
ancient cultures of the Muslim world,
Whatever lives, tries to make itself
the centre of the universe; and it
resists with the whole of its power
the endeavours of competing forms
of life to assimilate it to their
substance and mode. Every living
thing prefers even death, as an
individual, to extinction as a species
by absorption into other species. So
if the lowliest alga struggles fatally
against a threat to its peculiar
identity, we ought not be surprised
that men and nations resist
desperately - often unreasoningly -
any attempt to assimilate their
character to that of some other body
social. This resistance is the first
law of one sure way to make a
deadly enemy; and that is fo
Propose to anyone, "submit yourself
to me, and | wili improve your
condition by relieving you from the
burden of your pecuiiar identity and
reconstituting your substance in my
image.” :
Yet this is precisely what Bush and
his colleagues proclaim as a
rallying-cry for American policy
makers in this unipolar world. To be
Sure, they do not use precisely
these phrases, and they seem to be
unaware of the arrogant assumption
behind their own nation-building
projects; yet naiveté does not alter
the character of the first principles
Upon which the design is erected.

Take up the American Way,
abstractly, and set it down, as an
exotic  plant, in Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Egypt, or Sudan, where
the literature and customs by which
the Americans have been nurtured
are quite unknown - why the thing
cannot succeed. The US cannot
create secular societies in the
Muslim world, as it believes. It
cannot create Congresses and
White Houses, where the bed of
justice rests upon the Quran. Such
undertakings are going to disrupt the
old systems. Apparently the secular
system might be working well in
Turkey alone, but it is temporary. In
the fong run, the traditional morafs,
habits and establishments of a
people, confirmed by their historical
experience, will reassert
themselves, and the innovations will
be undone, if Islamic civilisation has
to survive at all,

The US tends to assume that the
Muslim states, which it condescends
to call "underdeveloped.” are mere
primitive aggregations of population,
lacking only the American political
practices and assumptions for

- building  pro-American regimes of

sweetness and light. But this is to
ignore history. Each of these nations
Mmust be allowed to workout its own
reforms; and their reforms must be
in the line of the prescriptive ways
and traditions of the respective
countries. The US or UN imposed
solutions through daisey cutters and
sanctions would always miscarry.
Anyone who promises to convert
himseif or his nation, abruptly and
thoroughly, to Western ways must
end disillusioned with his SpONsors.
The US and itg allies must be
fortunate if the Puppet or the people
he tried to convert do not turn to
violent reaction. Sooner or later
there would be no attractive
dictators, no feudal sheikhs and no
shame democratic champions to
whom leaders like Blair and Bush
would go on begging - mission, -
looking for common grounds. What
would they do to convince those
who  overthrow them? Carpet-
bombing all of them would be the
only solution when the dangerous
experience of parting theory from
experience come to an end. The US
still has time to leave the Muslim

3 i Feol 2500 2914 Jocs
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View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

E-mail: abidjan2@psh.paknet.com.pk

Stop Imposing Governments.

At the height of the Cold War, the
United States argued that the truth
would set people free. Now it plans
to launch new TV channels to
enslave the Muslims by somehow
convincing them that what they see
with their own eyes is not true. The
new attempt to halt the free flow of
information is just one among the
many desperate American acls
directed at ruling the world with
force and experimenting political
universalism in the Mustim world.
This experiment of replacing
particular institutions of a people's
own slow creation over centuries
with the help of dictators and
imposed governments would soon
backfire into the new battles of the
final world war.

The New York Times ran an unusual
6172-words piece by Fouad Ajami
on November 17, 2001, criticising
Al-Jazeera for all the tricks practiced
by the CNN and BBC since their
inception. It is not Al-Jazeera's
popularity that damages the
American image. What in fact sow
the seeds of hatred among the
peaceful people around the world
are the words and deeds of
American leadership. lrrespective of
whichever channel Bush and Powell
may use, unchanged would remain
the effects of their defiant words,
“the American policy would not
change." and insensitive policies. So
would remain  unchanged the
reaction of our souls dulled by pain.
Contrary to our expectations and
statements of the  American
leadership, the US policies have
definitely changed but for the worse,
A thick smoke of confusion is still
surrounding the word “terrorism.”
Yet on November 24, India and EU
declared to take "decisive
measures" against "all countries
harbouring terrorists.” What does it
mean if not imposing specific
interpretation of “terrorism” and
solutions that would deepen the
crisis all around? It simply sets the
targets in bne: Pakistan, Iraqg,
Sudan, Syria, Libya, Iran, Lebanon,
Qatar, or Oman. What would be the

consequences of supporting chosen
kings and dictators or political
universalism the US and its friends
have embarked upon  since
September 117

Would yet another propaganda TV
station be able to justify the suicidal
disregard with which the allies are
treating the root causes of unrest in
the Muslim world? Why are the
existing channels not sufficient?
Simply because the crimes rate of
the super terrorists has gone
beyond the capacity of their existing
propaganda channels to justify, and
because the double standards have
intensified with the new wave of
planting pro-American  regimes.
Vows of the “coalition” dictators to
root out "lslamic opposition” and
statements of the “coalition”
terrorists, like Atat Bihari Vajpayee
and Sharon calling for "resociutely”
rooting out "terrorism anywhere and
in any form," smack of utter
hypocrisy and make one wonder
about the nature of the impending
disaster.

Cne of the Taliban's unpardonable
sins was not forming a broad-based
government. Before September 11,
we used to hear calls that the US
would not do "business as usual"
with the military regime in Pakistan.
Commonwealth was on the verge of
declaring Pakistan a pariah state.
But now their joint business with
General Sahib seems to have gone
to the extreme of unusualness.
There are no further calls for
democracy n Pakistan. Even if the
elections are held, the system would
be hijacked in such a manner that
dislodging Hosnie Musharraf would
become a dream of masses for the
deca=s to come.

The consequences of US-sponsored
Egyptianised Muslim states are not
hard to perceive. Many leaders and
non-teaders are already behind the
bars in Pakistan. In Egypt, as
recently as November 18, 94
persons were charged with forming
"an underground terrorist group.” to
"target the lives of public figures and
security officers.” Such repressive

fead to anti-
Cultivating pro-
through

measures directly
Americanism.
Americanism

repressivy
regimes would never help the U

win hearts. How many web siter
would the US block to hide

crimes? How many critics woulr

silence? For how long would

support the pro-American puppets”
Things refuse to mismanage for far
too long. The animosity grows with
gvery wrong move the US makes
and the intensity of hatred grows
with ail the steps the US takes to
justify its wrongs. Terrorism  will
never end as long as the US won’

feel the pain of others the way il "~

does feel its own.

Hosnie Musharraf like his bosses in
Washington believes
Afghanistan have vindicated his
policy. Terrorism doesn't vindicate
anyone's policy. It's only the use of
intellectual, media and military
terrorism that has changed the
situation in Afghanistan for worse.
Contrary to the statements of seif-
proclaimed president of Pakistan,
shift in the US policies vindicate
position of his critics. 1t is not only
Afghanistan. The General might be
looking at only one aspect of the
issue and that is to save and
legitimise his government. What
else can best describe failure of his
policy than his planning to pressure
India into a dialogue on Kashmir
with the American backing, and the
Americans turning on him and
publicly declaring Kashmiri struggle
for self-determination as terrorism.
Even for Afghanistan, Powell
declared on October 24 before the
House International Relational
Committee that the "next
gevernment of Afghanistan cannot
be dictated by Pakistan.” Pakistan's
enemies are now in Kabul. Efforts
are underway to install a pro-US
government in Kabul. These are the
measures that would backfire for the

US and its backers. A prudent
government is not artificial
contrivance, nho  invention  of

propaganda channels intellectuals,
got up abstractly to suit the

e S
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