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Terrorism is not only a
consequence of the US
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system. What Is
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their use of force

against perceived [N ‘;Ljdj’&z/é:’(/l”bg“’ﬁj Lu"ﬂ;ﬁj'UlaJd/J/”&
opposition. The most | ke JUK(S K aSile sl K sl K1 e IGernf 2 el

extended and elaborate

bits of hypocrisy on «.u“gz/)’d/c_(u"uﬂiu:;ﬁuif_a wa’_ﬁ?‘_/:u’i’uf/-iu*/_ﬂ

record are the

assumption of L{J’Ju?JLJ@UU/WU’J_);JIdjl;‘*‘f/j‘;,luﬁd/_, nghéﬁf/j
complete autonomy
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American states, like |
Egypt and upholding
the right of intervention
in case of countries like
Afghanistan.
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- eXcess

hypocrisy on record are the
assumption of complete autonomy
and inviolability of pro-American
states, like Egypt and upholding
the right of intervention in case of
countries like Afghanistan.

Adding to general sense of
grievance is the fact that any
opposition to the US backed
regimes is labelled as “terrorism,”
whereas there is no effort to
workout the moral bases for
“friendly” state behaviour. The way
the international system- is
constituted, it is simply an
invitation for the strongest powers
to impose their own definitions.
The dilemma is that everyone is
equally convinced that there has
to be standards by which to judge
the behaviour of states, and there
are some standards, but their
selective application makes the
matters worse. Forcing women to
wear Burga in Afghanistan is
considered repressive but Kkilling
about 6-10 Palestinians every day
is not something to be seriously
considered. Individuals must have
rights in Afghanistan, but Egypt
and Israel are free to treat their
subjects as pawns and ninepins.
“Territorial conquest is not a basis
for rute” (Francis Vendrell, UN
Assistant Sect. General) in
Afghanistan. Israel, however, is
free to kill and expel natives and
establish its rule in the occupied
territories.  We  would  sadly
deceive ourselves if we set our
hopes on the states rushing
eagerly to combat the undefined
terrorism with a hope to further
stifie the dissent at home or to
label a people’s struggie for self-
determination as terrorism. As the
evidence on the ground suggests,
the US would be very much
interested in the Muslim countries’
selective crackdown on religious
_ factions - under the banner of
eradicating “extremism.”
Nevertheless, when the positive
rules of law in society become
inoperative or arbitrary as a result
of either of a deficiency or an
of power,  people are
prompted by their unfailing sense
of justice to look higher, to put
their hopes in salvation in those
superior and permanent precepts

that the ancient Greeks called
‘unwritten laws’ or in the actions of
organisations that the Americans
are calling “ibusive.”

The rights and duties of states and
their people go hand in hand. The
liberation movements in Asia,
Middle East and Africa were part
of the drive of the people to take a
full, active and independent part in
the international system. Once
again, there would be rebellion if
double standards of the US and
UN make them feel voiceless in
the world, as they do for the last
few generations. They would react
violently when they feel they are
un-regarded and sidelined.
Supporting authoritative regimes
and covering their acts of terror
are not an answer to a humiliated
people’'s rage for whom decisions
are made by others whose
interests are paramount.

Today gifts and benedictions are
showered  over  Musharraf's
government that was  not
considered fit for “doing business
as usual" with the US until
September 11. All attempts at
establishing remote control
colonies would definitely backfire.
The speed with which the UN
Security Council has approved the
recent resolutions speaks volumes
of its ineffectiveness. Throughout
the UN's effort to create a code of
international ethics, the states
have paid close attention to self-
definition. What, then, of the
people on whose behalf the states
are presumed to be acting? Here
definitions are as fuzzy or
nonexistent as they are about
terrorism. In the 1920s and then in
late 40's, while the states were

engaged in working out new
_ international  approaches  and
habits of cooperation, human

beings collectively in relations to
this cooperative endeavours were
seen as ‘“the ~public.” Public
opinion was to be both the guiding
and legitimising  force  for
international action by the states.
What has, however, happened to
the much-vaunted public opinion?

The relationship between public
opinion and state action was one
ofcollective supervision by the
public and, when necessary,

admonition. it is a thing of the
past. In the New World Order, like

.

the gods of old, the public is no Y

more to keep a watchful eye,
administer reproof if needed, and
by approval, give sanction to
international  proceedings. We
observed that here in Pakistan,
where majority has been labelled
as “t5 per cent minority.” The
government sponsored
processions on “Solidarity Day”
proved its tall claims of having the
majority support in Pakistan. The
school children brought out on the
roads, when interviewed by CNN
also expressed their opinion that
was totalty against the
govemment's policy. With this
goes . the much-assured
assumption that the members of n
the public would make their views
known and bring pressure to bear
on the states of which they re
part. Uselessness of opinion and
argument comes to fore R
situations like these where the US
might, not the public opinion,
dictate our policies.

Supporting suppression of
freedom in Muslim countries is just
one of the many root causes of
anti-Americanism that the US
needs to understand and all of us
together have to address to avoid
frustrations and save more and
more among us from believing,
like Osama bin Ladin, in
insignificance of speaking our.
mind. We are losing faith in. .
expressing our  opinion  of
analysing the facts — an act thatis
going from irrelevant to@
objectionable and  finally
prosecutable under the label of
“hate  speech” or  ‘inciting
terrorism." Such persecutions are
part of state terrorism that breeds
organisational terforism. To be
effective, the US must declare a
war both on state and
organisational terrorism, and stop
supporting authoritative regimes
for its own interests, who in tum -
define ‘“people” in their own
narrowly conceived ferms and
consigning the rest to a kind of
civil non-existence — if they were

allowed to exist at all.
* * *
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View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

Osama on Futility of our Reasoning.

It was just a few days before the
terrorist attacks in New York and
Washington when, for a white,
Osama bin Laden shattered my
expectations with his description
of my forthcoming book,
"Misreading the causes of anti-

. westernism,” as “useless.” | was

?

—" understand the

stunned to hear that all my efforts
to divide and explain
manifestations of anti-Westernism
into objective and subjective root

causes, and offer practical
solutions, were “just an exercise in
futlity” because my target

.audience would never understand
the basic reasoning unless they
b{eak out of “the myth of American
might” Now that all intellectual
and political efforts to help the US
root causes of
terrorism over the last 20 days
have gone down the drain, it
seems | was probably wide of the
mark in arguing that expressing
our point of view does make a
difference.

Apart  from many emotional
protests since September 11,
numerous individuals and
organizations have tried to
objectively analyse the causes
and waysto ward off terrorism.
‘However, the decisions taken by
the US, its European allies and the
UN Security Councit have proved
Osama right on this count at least

~ by tactfully avoiding action against

P (N =

the root causes of the growing
mistrust, which, in fact, leads to
terrorism. lrespective of Osama's
involvement in the recent or past
attacks, one has to admit that the
use of direct or indirect pressure
by the US has forced countless
people into  believing that
expressing their views and
grievances is of no use at all. -

It is right to target terrorism, bist it
is absolutely wrong to waste all
energies in  addressing s
symptoms alone. For instance,
how naive it is on part of NATO's
-Secretary General, who identified
the “root causes of terrorism” as

“financial networks of the terrorist
groups” (BBC World Service 26-
9). Much has been written to
rightly describe the attacks as a
‘repercussion of the US unjust
policies”; & “consequence of killing
thousands of innocent civilians” in
Iraq, Vietnam, -Cambodia, Laos,
etc; a ‘retaliaton to state
terrorism” and a practical example
of what goes around, comes
around. However, an effort is
made here to explain the
consequences of removing rights
of men from the rights of states,
which is one of the root causes
which helped establish
organisations like al-Qaida to
make the voiceless heard.

The talk of a long term war is “a
short-sighted approach” to the
explosive problems that need
long-term solutions. Washington's
selective approach would not
allow it to get even closer to
understanding terrorism, let alone
eradicating the root causes of a
wider phenomenon of anti
Americanism. The world today
stands at a critical crossroad.
Logically speaking, the forces at
the US disposal would sooner or
later get or assassinate Osama.
However, it wor't put an end to the
possibility of the impending “clash”

and widespread destruction. There -

is no escape from it by refusing to
look into the mirror or assuming
that silencing the critics would help
solve the problem. What did it
mean to be independent and an
Asian or an Arab state? It was not
simply the trappings of statehood.
The right to raise an army and
issue postage stamps was not the
real issue. Not even the right to be
accepted as an equal at the UN
was the point of the struggle,
although that might be part of it.
There was more than that, and
those who had been the outcasts
of the world were peculiarly fitted
to define what that “more” might
be. Unfortunately, almost all of
these nations have once more

been forced into what they dislike
the most: submission.

The US tends to assume that it
would take up the American way
of thinking, abstractly, and set it
down, as an exotic plant in any
country, where others have their
own common law and where the
literature, customs and traditions
are quite different compared to
what have nurtured the
Americans. They are stil under
the misconception that supporting
a few leaders would help them
change the ways of thinking and
behaving of whole nations. Such
undertakings of sidelining majority
of a people to impose American
decisions never took  into
consideration the fact that it woutd
disrupt the whole system in these
societies and in the long run, the
traditional morals, habits and
establishment of a people,
confrmed by their histarical
experiences and religion,  will
certainly reassert themselves and
the innovations will be undone -
through revolutions, or “clash,” or
war, or terrorism if their civilisation
has to survive at all,

Terrorism s not only a
consequence of the US foreign
policies, but also the intellectua
horrors translated to the physical
level that have come home to
roost. States are, of course, the
legitimate national authorities of
the world's various peoples.
However, supporting states to use
violence for stifling dissent within

and  without their  borders
denigrates them to exactly what
the states have repeatedly

condemned: the illegitimate use of
force in the international system.
What is remarkable about this
endeavour by the states is the
acceptance of their own terrorist
tendencies and their persistent
attempt to devise an ethical code
and an international system to
legitimise their use of force against
perceived opposition. The most
extended and elaborate bits of
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