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The American target is

not the Taliban but
Islam. We must realise
that Palestinian
Intifada, Taliban’s

terrorism or Islamic
fundamentalism are not
the issues as we have
misconceived. To the
US and its allies, it is a
cultural war — the clash
of civilisation. We need
not base our arguments
on what we hear from
the American
propagandists to whom
suicide  bombing s
simply the “rejection of
modernisation,”

(Washington Times,
Sept. 6) -- not a protest
against Israeli
occupation, terrorism
and repression. If the
“US  diplomacy is
sensitive  to  hateful

speech against Israel”
(Paul Craig Roberts,
Washington Times,
September 7, 2001), we
should be sensitive at
least to the hateful
killing of our fellow
Muslims and
undermining of Islam
under different
pretexts. — writes Abid
Ullah Jan.

(Article on page 16)
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providing alternative assistance to
the starving farmers, more thanh 200
American celebrities, civil-rights
activists and legislators recently sent
a petition to Kofi Annan, charging
that the US failed "war on drugs" is
"rooted in racial bias."

Despite being at war with the few
warlords in the northern
Afghanistan, there is no such
discrimination on the bases of race
in Afghanistan. On the contrary, the
following figures tell a tale of the

living racism in the US Black
Americans (12% of the total
population) comprise 57% and

Latinos account for 22% of those
incarcerated in state prisons for drug
felonies. White youths are no
angels. They are equally as apt to
use and sell drugs, yet they are
Jailed far less frequently.

The Taliban are being criticised of
many crimes but they have not done
anything that remotely equals to the
ignoble 1857 Dred Scott decision
that saw the US Supreme Court rule
that no Black man could be
regarded as an equal, and therefore
had no rights which the white man
was bound to respect. Not even the
14th Amendment, which was the
constitutional rejoinder to the Dred
Scott decision, could effectively
protect Blacks from the deep-seated
racism, which produced Jim Crow at
the end of the Reconstruction Era.
The Supreme Court nailed apartheid
into the fabric of America with its
1892 Plessy vs. Ferguson decision
which legally enshrined "separate
but equal" as U.5. custom and law.
Segregation would remain the law of
the land untit its demise three-
quarters of a century {ater.

The tale of discrimination does not
stop here. Since thep, the FBI and
other agencies have taken the law
into their own hands and secretly
use fraud, force, harassment,
intimidation, psychological-warfare,
other forms of deception, and even
murder, to sabotage constitutionally
protected rights. This reign of terror
has left countless Black, Native
American, and Latino victims behind
bars who are convicted of bogus
crimes and to this day are serving
exceptionally long sentences that
arose from their politically motivated
actions.

We never get tired of regurgitating
the western propaganda point of
women oppression in Afghanistan.
Compared to the facts confirmed by

the US Government studies on
health disparities in the US,
oppression of women in Afghanistan
is limited to their wearing burga
outside their homes. Like blacks in
the US, women in Afghanistan are
not less likely to receive surgery,

transplants, and prescription drugs’

than men. Physicians are not less
likely to prescribe appropriate
treatment for men than for women.
As a result, Black American males
and females experience shorter life
expectancy rates than do their white
counterparts. A Black baby boy bern
in Harlem today has less chance of
reaching age 65 than a baby born in
Bangladesh. Afghan women are not
as oppressed and discriminated
against as the Blacks in America.
Yet the Afghan women are paraded
in Paris, New York and London as
the prime victim of the Taliban
oppression.

Despite living in the US, many of the
Pakistani Taliban bashers fail to find
out that today the vestiges of racial
discrimination, which began during
the days of Black race hatred and
slavery, are still visible. Women can
walk all alone in the streets of Kabul
even at night. However, blacks are
haunted by the reality that "Driving
While Black” makes one a prime
target for police harassment. The
Justice Department admits that
Blacks are more likely than whites to
be pulled over by police, imprisoned,
and put to death. Twenty-six Black
men were executed last year, some
probably innocent; 2001 was begun
by executing a retarded Black
woman. Our front-page editors,
however, feel proud to follow the
footprints of the American press and
publish pictures of the Afghans
hanged by the Taliban in public. Did
they ever think of running a report to
expose the tyranny that reigns in the
jand of liberty?

Uniike the Taliban's equal
opportunity to all minorities, 40% of
all public schools in the US are
racially exclusive, meaning that
fewer than 10% of their students are
chitdren of color while 40% of public
schools in large cities are "intensely
segregated,” meaning that more
then 90% of the students are
children of color. According to 1998
statistics, 26% of Blacks and 25% of
Latinos live below the poverty level
with only 10% of whites. The entire
world watched the debacle of the
Year 2000 Presidential election in

which countless Blacks were denied
their constitutional right to vote,
suffering the same disfranchisement
that their grandparents struggled to
overcome half a century earlier.

It was most fitting to see the US as
the first nation to run from its own
shadow on racism, but it cannot
hide. The US could not send Powell
to Durban without explaining why it
pummels so marty people who iook
like Powell. In our bid to be a good
Taliban basher, we fail to point out
that America s simply not ready to
admit connection between the $1.35
trillion tax cut of President Bush and
the broken treaties and annihilated
Indians. America is not ready to
admit that the $8 trillion being
passed down from the World War |l
generation to its baby boomers was
hauled on the bent backs of black
people who were barred from full
rights from 1776 until the 1960s.
America is ready to bomb the
Taliban for not having a broad
based government but not ready to
discuss how it did business with
slavery in the North, from the cotton
milis of Massachusetts to Aetna
insurance, Fleet Bank, and Ivy
League schools such as Yale,
Princeton, and Brown.

If the US media can cover up the
government-sanctioned housing and
banking discrimination of the 20th
century that will result in a white
baby boomer inheriting an average
of $65,000, compared with $8,00C
for a black (according to the Federal
Reserve Board), why can't we
constructively criticise our fellow
Pakistanis or the Taliban for their
littie misdeeds. Unlike our narrow
minded, personal approach fto
issues, the American columnists
keep interest of the state and future
of the nation supreme. That's why
we see only the difference of words
they use for describing the same
point of view. Cur English press in
particular needs to explore the
trends in the Islamic world and the
objectives of the western
propaganda before indulging in
publishing an ever increasing
number of anti-Taliban, anti-Jihad,
anti-madrassa articles which simply
turn out to feed the anti-Islam
propaganda regardless of their good
or bad inte*ntions. . N

Eeanit-widress of My, Abill {inh Jon
abidjan2@psh.paknet.com
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A Lesson for our English Press

There is a great lesson for our
English press in the media coverage
of the US-Israeli boycotting the third
consecutive UN Conference on
Racism for precisely the same
reason, Contrary to the common
practice in Pakistan, this is a good
example to note how the media of a
self-described leader of human
rights toe the same propaganda line
and try to sideline the opposing
views, which may sabotage the
coliective interest of the state. An in
(@ depth analysis of the past week
" reveals the way we make monsters
T ourselves. it shows how poor we
ﬁr& in’ . making comparisons of the
facts and how unknowingly "we
ndermine the existence of Pakistan
as a sovereign nation in our-bid to
iook good to our masters,
The problem with our analysts is
that they do not keep the issues in
breader perspective. They zoom in
on individual events and look at the
issues with tainted spectacles of
western propaganda. For instance,
we do not get tired of the Taliban
bashing Yet, we have failed to
compate their crimes with the
Indian, Israeli and American human
rights violations. We fail to give
space to write ups that could make
s Lus realize that demonizing the
; Taliban is' actually. undermining our
own identity and existence because
the American target is not the
?Taliban but Islam. Just a look at the
Y past week's news headlines and
Op-Ed pieces in the American press
is enough to make one realize how
good the American press is in
justifying a wrong. It shows that not
everything the US media praises
_ must be right and not everything it
condemns must be evil.
With the daily anti-two nation theory,
anti-religion and anti-Taliban articles
appearing in our English press, we
indirectly support the American
. vresentation of lslam as an “ism.”
“ Just  compare our antj-Taliban
tnetoric with the US pro-Israel
E’% nostrums. The text becomes all too

T Wy é Y;:

sacred when it comes ta the UN
L3 words against the Taliban. However,
o fbr Israel, “serious people know
better than to take the UN seriously”
(Jeff  Jacoby, Bosfon Globe,
September 3, 2001). According to
Jeff Jacoby “Islamism is a power-
obsessed

ideology. Like other 20th century

‘isms' ... it is radical, repressive,
cruef, contemptuous of human
rights, and deeply hostie to
outsiders.  Countries ruled by

Islamists, such as Iran, Afghanistan,
and Sudan, are among the most
unfree places on earth.” None of us
is able to respond that neither :the
Taliban, nor any of the ‘unfree”
states have impriscned a nation,
occupied its  land and  killed
thousands of innocent civilians like
the “free” Israel.

Has any of the countries mentioned
by Jacoby attacked an oppressed
population with Apache helicopters
and F-16 fighter jets? Have the
Taliban used Tank and infantry units
against civilians as the [sraelis did in
Beit Jala and Jenin? s the Taliban
rule more oppressive than the Israeli
government  functioning  through

death squads in Tulkarm, Hebron .

and Ramallah? Pakistan, Iran and
Sudan might be “unfree” for the
Western analysts but we have not
kept a nation under siege for years.
We have not cut off anybody’s
access to drinking water as the
Israel recently did in 218 West Bank
villages. However, the “mainstream
media® will never denounce l|srael
for its crimes as much as our
English press is supporting it in its
anti-Islam crusade.

The worst Taliban-bashers in the
Pakistani press need to come up
with just one person among the
Taliban leadership who is involved
in massacre of civilians to the extent
of Ariel Sharon, The most
conservative  estimate of his
adventure in Sabra and Shatilla puts
the death toll at 2,000 it could be as
high as 5,000. We must realise that
Palestinian Intifada, Taliban's
terrorism or Islamic fundamentalism
are not the issues as we have
misconceived. To the US and its
allies, it is a cultural war — the clash
of civilisation. The only thing they.
ask is: “Why should Malaysia of
Indonesia get excited about a small
war thousands of miles away from
their shores?” All they do not like is

‘the  muezzin's call in Gaza
resounding in  Kuala Lumpur,”
(Amold  Beichman,  Washington

Times, September 8, 2001).
When analysts like Beichman can
twist the reality and prove israel as a

state that ‘“espouses universal
human rights, a secular rule of law,
[and] democracy,” why can't the
Pakistani  analysts  just  visit
Afghanistan to tell the world nothing
but the truth for the sake of Islam.
We rieed not base our arguments on -
what we hear from the American
propagandists to whom suicide
bombing is simply the “rejection of
modernisation,” {Washington Times,
Sept. 6) -- not a protest against
Israeli occupation, terrorism and
repression. If the “US diplomacy is
sensitive to hateful speech against
Israel” " (Paul Craig Robens,
Washington Times, September 7,
2001), we should be sensitive at
least to the hateful killing of our
fellow Muslims and undermining of
Islam under different pretexts.

If's important to note that almost all
outlets of the American media speak
with one anti-islam, and pro-lsrael
voice. There are no two opinions.
Michael Kelly of the Boston Globe
(September 5, 2001) approves the
US walk out of the UN Conference
on Racism with the argument that
“it's the right thing to do...but the
case for walking is actually one on
the merits --*it works.” A Boston
Globe editorial (Sept. 5) concluded:
“Not every instance of oppression
can be attributed to racism or racist
ideology.” Washington Times'
editorial (Aug.” 31} congratulated Mr.
Powell for “taking a hard line against
racism by not compromising on
language in the draft conference
documents that accused lsrael of
racism.” Bob Herbert of the New
York Times (Sept. 6) predicted in his
column "Doomed to Irrelévance” that
the conference “would end Up heing
more than a grandicse gathering of
the cynical and the naive.” Los
Angeles Times editorialised’ on
September 5 that “US Walk out was
right.” It blamed Yasser Arafat for
“torpedoing any chances for
compromise.” The  Newsweek
called it " A well timed walk out.”
Despite  the  strongest ever
propaganda apparatus defending
the US and lsrael, America is being
reviewed on the world stage for its
historically racist public policies and
some of the world’s grossest human
rights violations. Where the Taliban
have eradicated poppy cultivation
without a "war on drugs” and without
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