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conceived as an earthly providence-
administering civilisation, To the
western mind, the notion that men
can authoritatively plan and impose
a good life upon the Muskim
societies is ignorant and pretentious.
It can be entertained only by
"moderates” who do not realise the
infinite variety of human purpose,
who do not appreciate the
potentialities of human effort, or by
“liberals" who do not choose to
respect them,

If all is not to be lost we must first
and foremost develop our moral
imagination and try to understand

how we are being classified and,

pitted " against each other under
different labels: this is the crucial
task facing us. To make for the
unimaginable military and political
weakness, we must stop using
classifying notions; strive 1o
increase the capacity and elasticity
of our intellectual and emotional
faculties to understand the strength
of our attachment to the roots of
Islam as one Muslim Ummah.

%

Subject: NIDA-E-KHILAFAT &
ABID ULLAH JAN

Dear Editor,

Assalam ¢ alaikum,

Without going into details of the
likeness and appreciation of the
English column in your enlightened
magazine, it would be sufficient to
ask you for putting these clumns on
the net, your web page, so that it is
casy for our friends to access it in
US, UK and elsewhere,

Thanks,

Zulgamain Haider.

D. I. Khan

NOTE: We have started putting
English Articles of Nida-e-Kh ilafat
on Net w.e.f. July 27, 2001.... -
Editor.
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congruent with collective religious
sentiments. The present thus

= belongs to the liberals and the

®

B

» deliberately associated with

.

" effective

technocrats, found primarily in the
differentiated  "modern”  class.
Edward Shils, argues in his book
"The intellectuals and the Powers"
(University of Chicago Press) that
only intellectuals attached to these
"modern” values have the vision to
tise above parochial identities and
to attach themselves to the notion of
a modern nationstate. “Religious”
inteilectuals are thus implicitly
marginalized.

Common to all variants of
liberalism is the assumption of a
declining role for religion, except as
a private matter. To move toward
modernity, political leaders must
displace the authority of religious

Jeaders and devalue the importance

ef traditional religious institutions.
"Liberalism" or modernity is seen as
an ~ “enlargement of  human
freedoms” and an "enhancement of
the range of choices" as people
begin to “take charge” of
themselves. Religion can retain its
influence only by conforming to
such norms as “rationality" and
relativism, accepting secularisation,
and making compromises with
science, economic concerns, and the
state.

It is important at this stage to
understand the  misconceptions
the
meanings of "fundamentalist" or
"liberal” Muslims and Isiam,
Although liberalism has often been
identified with indifference,
inaction and non-resistance, it
should now be evident that this is
mere confusion. A doctrine, which
is opposed to all arbitrariness, must
mean the determination to resist
religious arbitrariness, to check it, to
cut it down, to crush it, wherever
and whenever it appears. For this
purpose, strategy of Adolf Hitler
has been adopted. Mitler says that
keeping the "limited receptivity"
and enormous "forgetting powers”
of great masses in mind, "all
propaganda must be

~" limited to very few points and must

harp on these in slogans until the
last member of the public
understand what you want him to

understand...propaganda must
follow a simple line and
correspindly the basic tactics must
be psychologically sound.”

Starting with the notions of "Islamic

fundamentalism," gradually
associating it with  "Islamic
fanaticism” and “terrorism,” and

describing the sell outs as "liberals"
and "moderates" set the tone of
western propaganda, and now both
friends and foes of Islam use the
same notions, for describing the
same traits, for which they were
invented. The idea was to
domesticate the idea of religious
irelevancy  with  the help of
branding all associations with
religion as unacceptable
"fundamentalism.” Liberalism now
stands for a general predisposition
in favour of religious reform.

To design a liberal or moderate plan
for Islamic societies is a pleasant
form of madness; it is an
imagination to play at being God
and Caesar to the Muslim Ummah.
Any such plan must implicitly
assume that the visionary persons or
states find the power, or might
persuade the masses to give them

the power, to shape Islamic
societies to the plan; all such
general  plans  for  socially

reconstructing Islamic societies are
merely the rationalisation of the will
to power. For that reason they are
the  subjective  beginning  of
fanaticism and tyranny. To think in
terms of a new scheme for the
whole Muslim Ummah is to use
the idiom of authority, to
approach  affairs from the
underlying premise that they can
be shaped and directed by an
overhead control, that religious
thoughts and social relations can
be fabricated to a master plan
drawn up by supreme architects
sitting in the western capitals.

The supreme architects, who begin
as visionaries, become fanatics and
end up as despots. For no one can
be the supreme architect of a society
without employing a  supreme
despot to execute the design. So, if
men are to seek freedom from the
arbitrary dominion of men over
men, they must not entertain
fantasies of the future in which they

play at being the dictaiors of
civilisation. It is the bad habit of an
undisciplined  imagination. The
descent from fantasy to fanaticism
is easy. The western scheme works
only in western imagination, never
in the Muslim world. For the liberal
scheme implies that Muslims will
remain content in the station, which
the supreme visionaries have
assigned to them. To formulate such
plans is not to design a society for
Muslims. It is to re-create Muslims
to fit the design.

Muslims are expected to be "liberal”
or "moderate,”" content in their
station irrespective of the fact if
their spiritual and material interests
are reconciled or threatened; failing
that they become "fundamentalists,"
do not fit the design-untii they are
dosed with mititary sanctions,
economic sanctions, cruise attacks,
precision bombing, or extradited to
the US to face justice. This is why
the testament of liberty does not
contain the project of a new social
order for the Muslim world. It
adumbrates a way of life in which
Musiims seek to reinterpret Islam
according to the rules set forth by
commissions organised by the UN
or "international community." There
is no plan of the future: there is, on
the contrary the conviction that the
future must have the shape that
Muslim energies, purged it so far as
possible of religious arbitrariness,
will give it. Compared with the
elegant and harmonjous schemes
which are propounded by the
"liberals" and 'moderates,” it must
seem intellectually unsatisfying, and
one can well imagine that many will
feel about “moderate” Muslim
society as Emma Darwin felt when
she wrote about the Descent of
Man, "l think it will be very
interesting, but that [ shall dislike it
very much as again putting God
further off."

Though it may seem an insufficient
ideal both to those who wish to
exercise authority in the West and
to those "moderates," who feel the
need of leaning upon authority, it
might be the only practicable ideal
of a Muslim government to them in
the 21st century. The fact, however,
remains that the US is not to be



View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

Stop using classifying notions.

hanging circumstances
have altered our sense
of understanding
different  propaganda
labels. The undefined notions of
"fundamentalism," "moderate
Islam,"” "liberal Muslims,"  etc.
continue to gain rigor and are now
willingly used by our leaders and
intellectuals. There is no biinking
the fact that we are taking this
classification of Islam and Muslims
for granted. Whereas, the basic idea
behind this seemingly trivial affair
of classifying Islam and robbing us
of our identity is the western
powers'realisation that the greatness
of every nation lies in religious
attachment. It is believed that the
"intolerance” with which Musiims
are "fanatically” convinced of their
own right, would intolerantly
impose  their  will against the
"international community."
Robbing Muslims of their identity is
of paramount importance because
strategic  planners  in  western
capitals  have come to the
conclusion that if an idea in itself is
sound, and, thus armed, it could
take up an unconquerable struggle
on this earth and every persecution
will only add to its inner strength. It
is a painful fact that comments of
our leaders and commentators foster
the misconception that [slam
appears in many shades, Projecting
Islam as a vague bundle of rituals
and a cultural baggage the self-

labelled "moderate” and “liberal"
Muslims  would be better off
without is a  very recent
phenomenon. Unfortunately,

President Musharraf is the latest
personality, who has joined the
chorus  of  jargens  without
contemplating its consequences,

On  October 21, 2000, General
Musharraf was reported by an
Indian Journalist B L Kak as saying
that Pakistan “is a moderate Islamic
country and I mean it." General
Musharraf told Raj Chengappa of
India Today's in an interview on

July 19, 2001 that there is "zero
possibility”  of  "fundamentalist
forces taking charge" in Pakistan
because "we have put all the
strategies in place in everything... [
don't see any reason why anything
can go wrong." As carly as October
16, 1999, a family friend of General
Musharraf told Suzanne Goldenberg
of the Guardian that he "will take
everyone on board, but he is not
going to compromise on
fundamentalism...He will put his
foot down against the
fundamentalists." The confusion has
increased to the extent that even the
defenders of Islam use the same
Jargons that further foster the
misconceptions.  For instance,
according to Lt. General (Rtd)
Hamid  Gul:  "Pakistani Army
soldiers have always been religious,
but now growing numbers of
officers have turned Islamist" (Carla
Power, Newsweek, March 4, 2001).
The world "[slamist” was not in use
until mid 90's. How can we blame
the non-Muslims when the Muslim
themselves are confused and unable
to identify a “liberal" Muslim from
a "moderate" or a "fundamentalist”
Muslim.

President Musharraf and others
would be right in arguing that
Pakistan is not a country of
extremists, if they do mot use
"extremists' as a classifying label
before Muslims. However, saying
that we are "liberal” or "moderate
Muslims"  changes the whole
context that needs to be analysed in
the light of malacious motives
behind introducing such classifving
notions. There is no
"fundamentalist", "moderate” or
“occidental Islam any more than
there is no Black African Islam or
Arab Islam or Indian Islam or
Indonesian Islam. There is only one
Islam. This is the one that the
Qur'an calls the "The Sunnah of
God", the continuation of the
prophetic revelations and the last
message -- that of Muhammad

(PBUH).

Jebran Chamieh argues in his book
“Traditionalists,  Militants  and
Liberals in Present Islam," that a
Muslim may be "either libera] or
devout." The devout, according to
Chamieh, believe that Islam is an
all-encompassing way of life, and
includes political principles derived
from the Qura'an and the Sunnah.
Describing traits of “"moderate”
Musiims, he attributes to them the
conception of jihad as an inner
struggle for moral and spiritual
purification only. He then presents
his  own prescription for the
development of a new "liberal"
Istam and calls upon King Hasan of
Moroceo to lead the Islamic world
into a new era by attacking taqlid
and embarking on legal creativity,
According to Chamieh, only such a
leader, a descendant of the Prophet
with a Western education and
independent political and financial
resources, could reform Islam.

As early as 1964, Daniel Lerner,
suggested in his book "The Passing
of Traditional Society: Modernizing
the Middle East,” that Muslim
societies faced the stark choice of
"Mecca or mechanization.” At the
least, such views suggested an
intensely negative assessment of the
possibilities of evolution in Muslim
societies and an inherent preference
for militantly secularising reformers
such as Turkey's Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk  (1881-1938) and the
Pahlavi Shahs of fran, Reza Shah
{1878-1944) and his son,
Mohammed Reza Shah (1919-
1980). The same views remained
prevalent in the 1990s and have
gained further momentum in the
21st century,

In such formulations, Islam is
viewed as a particularly salient
example of the diminishing or
obstructive role of religion and of
religious thinkers in achieving a
modern society in which individuals
negatiate lifestyle choices among a
diversity of options not necessarily
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