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and parents, then very soon they {ind
themselves subjected to some new and
merciless authority. Genuinely ordered
freedom is the only sort of freedom
made possible by order within the
soul and order within the state,
Anarchic freedom, liberty defiant of
authority and prescription, is merely
the subhuman state of the wolf and
- the shark, or the punishment of Cain,
with his hand against every man's,
and every man's against his.
One may as well laugh as cry over the
intetlectual and morai bankruptcy of the
secularist in Pakistan, who are denying
the very existence of sound and just
authority, scoffing at the wisdom of our
ancestors and tying to cut us loose from
the moorings that we have. The
imposition of the secular governments
upon the entire world would not make
all the world technologically advanced,
materially seif-sufficient and spiritually
contended; on the contrary the rest
would . inherit the problems and
afflictions related to secularism. States,

like men, must find their own paths to-

order and justice and freedom: and
those paths ordinarily are ancient and
twisting  roules, wupon which the

" signposts are Retigion, tradition and
authority. The harsh truth is that with
secular utopians having made a mess of
the new century may be religions have
something to offer as well. As the
unknown sage who edited the biblical
book of Proverbs in Lhe sixth century
before Christ warns, "Where there is no
vision, the people perish."

1 am a reguiar reader of Dr. Sahib
since | first listened to his lectures in
1978-79 at  Sunehri  Masijid,
Peshawar. Since then | am in love
with his interpretation of the Quran
and his thoughts. Although | stayed
outside the country for a long time,
but when | heard Dr. Sahib at PC
Peshawar last year, | came to the
answers of some basic questions

that kept me confused for long time.
This Tamheed is to tell you that by -
heart | was with Dr. Sahib since my
childhood. When | was 14-15, but

now | have formally joined
Tanzeem-e-Islami. | have got the
forms, etc. from Major Sahib and
would submit the signed ones |
tomorrow {insha-Allah).

‘Regaids

Abid Ullah Jan.
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G.P.O. Box # 1178 Phones : 7732852 - 7730595 Fax : 7734776 - 7735883
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Fax: (42) : 763.9918
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our constitution has deprived our peaple
of sovereignty must find out the

-aksituation of the people they think are

_—

really sovereign. From the US Justice
_Department officials seizing people's
homes based on mere rumors to the IRS
and its master plan to prohibit the
nation's self-employed from working for
themselves to the perpetrators of the
Waco siege, government officials are
tearing the much vaunted Bill of Rights
to pieces.
Today's American citizen is now . more
likely than ever to wviolate some
unknown law or regulation and be
placed at the mercy of an administrator
of politician hungering for publicity.
The only way many US pgovernment
agencies can measure their "public
service" is by the number of citizens
they harass. hinder, restrain, or jail.
According to James Bovard in his book,
Lost Rights, "Americans' liberty is
perishing beneath the constant growth
& government power, Federal. state,
ahd local governments are confiscating
J citizen's property, trampling their rights,

~ and discriminating their opportunities

more than ever before.”
According to the Newsweek, January 8,
1996, the Americans have “"achieved
unprecedented prosperity and personal
freedom,” and that is what the advocates
of secularism want for the people of
Pakistan, but the Newsweek further
elaborates that despite all this material
progress "something fundamental has
ended, and they're fearful of an unseen
future." They call it "shapeless anxiety”
but this is simply hollow of their soul.
. Rabert J. Samuelson writes in his book
"The Good Life and Its Discontents,"

= that the American Dream "turned out to

T

be a fantasy - our imagined {secular}
society was a utopia." They coutdn't
achieve anything by limiting religion to
private lives and campaigning for the
so-called human rights that has given
them pregnant teens, absemt fathers,
aloof and indifferent rich people,
purveyors of pom, bummers of flag,
opponenis of the prayers in public
places. excessive profit grubbers,
homosexuals, lesbians, transsexuals and
on and on. They can stop them, as these
people do nothing but exercising their
"human rights."

It is being propagated that under
secularism, wee may remain Muslims
and no one will force us to cease to be
Muslims. However, Experience of the
secular countries is to the contrary,

- zThere, Cuius regio eius religio - he who

controls
religion.
controlling the federal
government control over

the region controls the
With the US administration
workplace,
religious

expression is reaching an unprecedented
level. Hostility toward religion pervades
the media, Hollywood, and academia.
And now, on Bill Clinton’s watch, the
federal government has become an
active participant in the art of religion
bashing. Despite all this, we are not
afraid that secularism will take our
religion away from us. Religion can
survive in the absence of freedom.
But the much vaunted freedom and
rights without religion are dangerous
and unstable.

If the so-called modern standards are in
sharp contrast to God's law, it doesn't
necessarily prove God's law irrelevant
and obsolete, and pop philosophy so
inevitable to be enforced on us through
constitutional changes. The secularist
must recognize that  politics s
something more than administrative
processing. Either it is linked to
morality or it withers. The great
religious traditions remain one of the
few repositories of an alternative
worldview, and we cannot take religion
out of our public life. The secularist
must realize that to purge the public
square of religion is to cut the roots of
the values that nourish our fondest
causes. To stifle religious dissent would

muffle one of the few remaining
institutions  that mediate  between
individuals and the towering,

impersonal structures that envelop them.
To rule our religious imagery is to
ignore a discourse that at its best can
speak out powerfully against greed,
ennui and coldness of heart.

Changes in morality do not eccur
overnight. They seep into society, often
silently, like floodwaters into a
basement. In the absence of religious
and moral norms, once abominated
persomal behaviours over a period of
time become acceptabie, tolerable and
even praiseworthy. Religions have a
transcendent dimension that could help
human beings, now dimmed by media
overload. to imagine creatively different
ways of organizing economics and
politics. Those who think that the
Western societies are soaring into the
greatest super-civilization in history due
to their secularism must not forget that
history doesn't culminate in "liberal and
secular democracy.™ The secularists can
jein the adepts of the New World Order
and the secular "bridge to 21st century”
as they scar off high into the

promiscuous utopian ant-heap at the
“end of history." We rather choose to
grimly dig in and try 1o hold off.

When our constitution says that our
sovereign is God, it doesn't mean that
God shall physically come down to the
carth and control our economic system

and structure of the state. Sovereignty
of a state needs not to belong to some
human agency. Our primary concern
is order, which means the principle
and the process by which the peace
and harmony of society are
maintained. It is the arrangement of
rights and duties in a state to ensure
that pecople may find just leaders,
may be loyal citizens, and may obtain
public tranquillity. “Order" implies
the obedience of a nation to the laws
of God and the obedience of
individuals to just authority. Without
order, justice rarely can be enforced,
and freedom cannot be maintained.

It is also absurd to argue that Shariah
doesn't believe in human rights and
liberty. It certainly would contradict the
UN Charter, but it neither proves
Shariah wrong, can we withdraw our
membership from the UN. For us,
undoubtedly,, liberty is the noblest, but
at the same time the most perilous
possession  that can be given to
mankind. Unless we are prepared to
silence the higher call of religion and
philosophy altogether for the safer
demands of a purely practical wisdom,
we must accept, while we try to expose,
the vagaries of minds made drunk with
excess of enthusiasm for secularism.
The constitution's reference to God is no
cunning set up at all. Civilized men live
by authority; without some reference to
authority, indeed no form of truly
human existence is possible. Also men
live by prescription — that is, by ancient
custom and usage, and the rights which
usage and custom have established in
the light of divine guidance. Without
Just authority and respected
prescription, the pillars of any tolerable
social order, genuine freedom is not
conceivable.

Examples of the secular states are
before us, where “authority” has been
called the “Freudian ethic,” and
prescription has been equated with
cultural lag and superstition. But the
consequences of these emancipated
notions have been unpalatable. A
generation  of young people reared
according to "permissive” ienets has
grown up bored, sullen. and in revolt
against the very lack of order which was
supposed to ensure the full development
of their personalities. And a world lulled
by slogans about absolute liberty and
rights and perpetual peace has found
itself devoured by thoroughgoing
tyranny and increasing violence.

If men are to associate at all, some
authority must govern them and their
state; if they throw off traditional
authority. the authority of religion and
precept of old educational disciplines




View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

Perils of Presumed Predisposition.

In all ages. man is in flight from God;
and in our time. the objective world of
Faith is being systematically ruined by
the notion of secularism that immerses
nearly everyone, Formerly man had to
separate himself from the world of Faith
by an act of decisien; today, it is from
the Flight that man must decide to part
himself. The Flight has become an
organised thing - almost conscious thing
as we observe regular articles in favour
of  secularism by the so-called
secularists, who shape their own
* pseudo-religion. their own economics.
laoguage and art that destroys nature
and religion.

Amid the terror of flight, the clash of
positivism and technology against
tradition and moral insight. the upsurge
of the demonic disguised as progress.
are the principle matters that are being
presented in contused manner. These
secularists are not visionaries; they
are simply men imprisored in
illusion, whose  vision cannot
penetrate beyond the ephemeral to a
truth, which no quantity of "scientific
research™ can reveal. They replace
manufacture with creation. The love.
Kindness. and fidelity which one linds in
their Flight are brummagem products.
easily discarded on impuise or {rom
convenience: they merely simulate true
love. kindness, and fidelity. The Flight
itself is a sham-god, and most men
mistake the Flight for divinity.

The ideologue - Communists. Nazis.
Fascists. or sccularists - maintains that
human nature and sociely may bhe
perfected by mundane. secular means.
though these means ordinarily involve
violent social revolution. The idcologue
immanentizes religious and inverts
religious doctrines. The new converts fo

secularism think that their secular
dogmas arc sustained by Goddess
Reason:  they  pride  themselves

inordinately upon being "scientific" and
"rational”: and they are convinced that
al) opposition to their particular wave of
the future is selfish obscurantism. when
it is not direct self interest,

They have a rather vogue claim that

saciety ought to be regulated on
"scientific”  principles and “"modern
standards”  that have no  place in
religions.  Of  course.  the high

achievements of physical and biological
sciences: of the [%th century gave
powerful reinforcement to the advocates

for scientism" and secularism in
sociology and politics. The secularists
are trying to prove that religion,
moral tradition, and the complex of
established political institutions are
irrational and unscientific  and
subjective, but they ignore that the
catastrophic social events of our
century have caused us to rightly
inquire  whether there is not
something fundamentally wrong with
philosophical, scientific and
sociological postulates which promise
us the terrestrial paradise but
promptly deliver us at the gates of a
terrestrial hell. Fascism, Nazism, and
communism all have claimed to be as
scientific and rational as the secularists
claim the secularism is.

Secularism in American is the role
model for the seccularists who want
separation of religion and state in
Pakistan, However, they do not know
about the thrcat foreseen by Alex de
Tocqueville more than F0 years ago.

Tocqueville  called  this  the velvet
tyranny  of  mindless,  numbing
burcaucracy. It would not outlaw

religion. but it would sap the human
spirit. and set up a new pseudo-religion.
the worship of the state. in place of
churches and synagogues. We are
witnesses to what is happening in the
sceular United States of America. The
government has not brazenly abolished
private property, but it has smother
property and, what is equally important,
human initiative in a wefl-meaning but
deadly array of taxes, regulations and
stipulations,

Secularism has sapped the human spirit
in the US. According te US News and
World Report. Dec. 23. 1996, "people
have a sense of uneasc in their lives.
The chase for material goods has left
them with more toys and less
satisfaction.  the [secular] culture
assaults their sensibilitics and politics
seems stale. So they are looking foe
something more for themselves and
their families - something they hope to
find in a new inner life." Although it
glitters but secularism is not the answer
to anybody's problems, otherwise there
would not have been any signs of
increased interest in religion by the
Americans. According to the U.S News,
"many are rcturning to Biblical
fundamentalism, but others are moving
toward spirituality that is less rooted in

Judeo-Christian traditions.”

Knowing that reasenable men do not
want to be “forced to be freed"”
secularism  in US has consistently
followed the strategy of co-opting or
seizing the power of the central
government in order first to make war
on countervailing institutions and then
to attack the very ideas of revealed
religion. objective truth and the
immutability  of God's moral order. It
now aims at an atomised society whose
members accept moral anarchy in
exchange for totalitarian control and the
loss of all the legitimate liberties that

were once protected by traditional
institutions.
Whatever, the incidental benefits

sometimes conferred by secularism, its
basic nature as a parasite within the
Western  tradition  means  that  its
preciousness becomes all the greater
and all the more evident as it saps the
health from its host. Democracy and
sccularisin has given way to a Leviathan
whose  statute, taxes. burcaucratic
diktats and judicial whimsies would
shock any medieval monarch by the
depth of their reach into the life of
American public. The free market in
goods and services of real value retrcats
before the regulations and management
of government, while the purvevers of
legalised infanticide, obscenily
nikilism receive the protection of that
same government. The church and
mosque retain precarious freedom until
the day when the government uscs "hate
crimes,” "World Trade Centre bombing"
or some other similar pretext  to
persecute its members and seize its
assets. The individualism that once
encouraged . intellectual and  moral
excellence has been replaced by the
dreary homogeneity of a "dumbed
down" and decadent mass socicty.

I is claimed by the advocates of
sccularism in  Pakistan that our
constitution deprive our public of their
human rights in the name of God. If
they have an opportunity. they must ask
a parcnt who has seen his child's
murderer freed on a technicality, or
whose half-paralyzed child has been
sent to die in prison by the same judge
who released a governor of the state on
the grounds of his health. Or ask
someonc who has fallen foul of the
Internal Revenue Service or the
"wetlands" police. Those who argue that

N

and .
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