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Special Article

Musharraf’s
greatness

Besides all the
goodness there is a

fear that Musharraf
might get swept of

his  dicet - =in-= his
attempts  to make
himself more
acceptable  to  the
West and  India.
That weakness that
we discussed in the
beginning  is  his
tendencey to reconcile
himself  with  the
West when it comes
to Islam. The most
debated  subject on
the Indian Channels
at the eve of Agra
sumniit was  “de-

Islamization of

Pakistan Army™.
Door Darshan TV's
main - theme  was
regarding

expectations  from
Musharraf to
remove Islamic
minded Core

Commanders.

Article on Page 18
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know it is not they.
Besides all the goodness there is a
fear that Musharraf might get swept
of his feet in his attempts to make
himseif more acceptable to the West
an¢l India. That weakness that we
discussed in the beginning is his
tendency to reconcile himself with
the West when it comes to Islam.
The most debated subject on the
Indian channels at the eve of Agra
summit was "de-Islamisation of
Pakistan army." Door Darshan TV's
main  theme  was  regarding
cxpectations  from  Musharraf to
remove  Islamic  minded Core
Commanders. All the commentators
were  showing more interest in
secularising Pakistan armed forces
than any other issue at hand. Now
lets see what President Musharraf
has to say in this cacophony of
views abaut Islam.
In this background Musharrat told
[ndia News in an interview on July
19. 2001 that fundamentalist {orces
cotldnt take charge in Pakistan.
The reason he gives is that
fundamentalist take over in Pakistan
is impossible "because in every
aspect of governance [ have put the
strategies into place." Musharraf
further claims that Pakistan "is a
very moderate Islamic country...
Vast majority of Pakistanis are
moderates. If you go into villages
where people maybe backward and
religious but you will not find them
extremists. If you see the results of
all our elections, (I have examined
all the results of the union, tehsil
and district level elections now) and
certainly those candidates that have
won through the backing of
religious parties is not even one per
cent. So there is no question we
would slide into any extremist
form.”
tHere President Musharraf would
need to clear his thinking about the
detinitions of "fundamentalist" and
"moderate” Muslims in the sense
that these notions are being used to
tarzet islam. There must be no
doubt regarding the fact that one is
either a Muslim or non-Muslim.
There are no shades of liberal,
moderate  and  fundamentalist
Muslims or Islam. Musharraf also
- necds to understand that there is no

link  between  religion  and
extremism. It is not religion that is
forcing Russians to go to the
extremes in killing Chechen
fighting for independence. It is
not refigious  but secular
fundamentalism that has taken
lives of thousands of Kashmiris. Il
s not religious but
extremism of the US and its allies
that has been taking lives of
millions of Iraqgis since 1990. 1t was
not Islamisation of the US armed
forces that turned them blind while
killing millions of Vietnamese.
Cambodians. Laotians. El
Salvadorian, Panamanians.
Nicaraguans, and many more
around the world,

If President Musharraf agrees to the
link  between  religion  and

extremism, he may well then accept |

the theme that Kashmir s the
product of Jihadi mentality m the
Pak-military and establishment. He
also has to accept like Altaf Hussain
that the Two Nations Theory is
dead. If that is the case, there is no
point in centinuing struggle for
the right of Kashmiris. Why not
amalgamate Pakistan into one
secular India regardless of who
runs it - Vajpayee or Musharraf.
it he is so candid, truthful and
frank: if he believes in the shades in
islam; if he believes in the link
between extremism and religion. he
should also accept publicly that he
would work or is already working
on the agenda of secularising armed
forces. Or he has to shatter this
myth for the sake of one and half
billion Muslims that we need not
be secular or "liberals’' to be
modern and acceptable to the
West. It is wrong to assume that
candidates that would win
"through the backing of religious
parties' would "slide |us| into
any extremist form jof
government)."

To be successful on the Kashmir

shadow on Mr. Musharraf's
unquestionable leadership, he has to
dispel the myths regarding lslam
and fundamentalism. There is no
doubt that the influential and
articulate  stratum of Western
society is guilty of a whole range of

secular .

negative attitudes towards islam and
the Muslims. At one end of the
continuum is ignorarce
compounded by prejudice; at the
other end is aversion alloved with
antagonisim. Leaders  like Mr.
Musharrat would lose the
genuineness and immeasurability
of his greatness if his statements
one way or the other strengthen
these negative attitudes deeply
embedded in the Western and
Indian psyche. Musharraf should
let his greatness educate the crude
and cold hearts through his sincere
opinion. It is easy in the world to
live after the world's opinion: it is
easy in solitude to live after our
own: but the great man is he who in
the midst of the crowd keeps with
perfect sweetness the independence
of solitude. And we hope that like
Isiam, there¢ would be no

shades in his opinion regarding

Islam,

I am a regular reader of
the articles in English
contributed by Mr. Abid
Ultah Jan. I highly
appreciate the academic
contents and convincing
arguments marshalled by
him against present-day
secular and materialistic
culture and politics. It is
heartening to note that a
writer of the calibre of
Mr. Abid Ullah Jan is
regularly contributing to
Nida-e-Khilafat.

| earnestly request him to
continue publishing in
this ideological bulletin
for the motivation of

i English-reading

issue and to remove the only B

subscribers.

(Prof. Dr. Absar Ahmad)
Head, Dept. of Philosophy
University of the Punjab

A




View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

The measure of Musharraf's greatness

istory is sprinkled with
the legacies of a few

H unique and courageous

leaders. People who achieve
enduring fame are those who dare to
be different. President Pervez
Musharraf proved himsclf to be
one of the few greatest men of our
era -~ who dared more and
achieved more, who set their aim
higher and climbed higher, who
felt more deeply and stirred the
souls of those around them more
mightily. Since 1947 none of our

7, -~ leaders could muster the courage to

call a spade a spade before the
Indian counterparts. Anyone who
© wants to cure this inwardly sick and
rotten era must first summon the
courage to make clear the root cause
of the disease. However, as a human
being, there must be some weakness
of which we must acquaint General
Musharraf to save him  from
vindictive circumstance that steals
in at unawares.

Beginning with his strengths, all
credit goes to Musharraf  for
exposing the fact that although the

issue of Kashmir has given rise to a

score of other problems. no one
should be naive enough to believe
that either resolution of the Kashmir
issue alone or just combating its
symptoms could ever bring about a
perfect era. But this relieves no one
of the obligation to combat
recognized errors, to overcome
weaknesses, and to strive for
resolving the core issue. Harsh
reality of its own accord will create
only too many limitations. For that
very reason, Mr. Musharraf set the
example that no matter how
powerful the opponent may be, a
true leader must try to serve the
ultimate goal, and failures must not
deter him, any more than he can

TSetsandon a system of justice because

mistakes creep into it because of the

predecessor sell outs, or any more
than medicine is discarded because
there always will be sickness in
spite of it.

Musharraf's predecessors were party
politicians, with the minds and souls
of party politicians.  Great,
impersonal -goals, just as truth,
meant nothing at all to them. The
only thing that counted was the
approval or disapproval of their
times: the outcome of the next

.election, a good press claque. votes.

They could agree to anything.
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, Nawaz Sharif
and partly Benazir were born into
the political establishment. They fed
at the public trough for yeats, in one
office after another, grabbing
greedily at opportunities for a
bigger serving of swill. But it was
circumstance, not their own efforts,
which thrust them onto the stage of
Pakistan history.

ZA Bhutto hacked out his own
niche in history to a much greater
extent than his daughter and Nawaz
Sharif, and he was an incomparably
stronger man than either of them.
He was tough, ruthless, and utterly
determined to prevail, no matter
what the obstacles. Even so, his
struggle for prominence and power
was entirely within the People's
Party. He was the consummate
bureaucratic infighter, not the
innovator or the lone pioneer, who
could think of any better alternative
than Simla agreement.

Only  Musharraf  started  his
statesmanship literally from nothing
and with all the hurdles on internal
and external fronts. He has shown
that through the -exercise of a
superhuman will he has created the
physical. basis for the realization of
a vision. In 1999, recovering from a
plot against him, he made the
decision to take over in order to
serve that vision. He is now

transforming  the  government
structure, lifting Pakistan out of its
economic depression, restoring its
spirit, and winning the admiration
(or, in some cases, the envy and
hatred} of other nations and his
opponents. He didn't budge a
single inch from his principled
position in Agra. He didn't enter
into deals like Simia and Lahore
declaration, which haunted our
souls years after they were signed
with fanfare and firecrackers. It
is an  achievement  hardly
paralieled in the history of
Pakistan. Even those who do not
understand the real significance
of his creation must concede that,

More prosaically, Musharraf's work,
in contrast to that of his
contemporaries, is above politics,
above .personal interest, above
economics, above nationalism. His
detractors, of course. count the
military tag, as Musharraf's great
failure, even as the proof of his lack
of greatness. [t merely proves that
he is a man, not a god, even if a
divine will work through him, and
that he cannot perform miracles. He
cannot defend himself forever, with
the governments of nearly the whole
world allied in a total war to pull his
government down, so that they and
the - interests they serve
could return to "business as usual”
with the sell-outs. Even as an army
man, he gives a far better account of
himseif and presents the picture of a
consummate statesman than any of
his predecessors who led Pakistan
as president or prime minister. And
what will.count in the long run in
determining Musharraf's stature is
not whether he lost or won at Agra,
but whether it was he or his
adversaries- who were on the right
side, whether it was he or they who .
served the cause of truth. We only
have to look around us today to
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