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My approach is based on the
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In the latest issue of your ]oumat I havesseen the solution to the
Kashmir problem suggested by you. | am glad that this comes very
close to what | have been Suggesting since beginning.

wMyedgike §

Syed Shahabuddin Residenss : Flat 404, Block-8 |
Caet End Apts, Mayuc Vikar-| Ext,
IFS (Rewd.) Ex-MP o e nots
Advocste Sucreme Ceust of Indis
H nd 29, F Shah Roed

Editor, Musiim indis Monthiy Oftice ::’: “u"":;‘
. Telffax  ;3782089, Mesl. ; 271 1354
My dear Dr. Asrar Ahmad Saheb, 17 February, 2000 .

fact that the State is muti-ethnic

3+ —With kind regards,

and historically an artificial construct. Northern Areas and the south
western region below the Pir Panjal which are Punjabi-speaking
should be incorporated in Pakistan. Ladakh and Jammu shouid be
integrated jn Widia. The Valley of Kashmir which is a geographical,
lingut¥E and cultural entity shoukd enjoy, fike Andorra on the border

| of Spain and France, compiete internal autonomy, under the joint

which should together underwrite

its development and be responsible for its defence and foreign
relations '

Kashmiris should have access to both India and Pakistan for
education, trade and even residence while neither Indians nor
Pakisantanis have the right to settle in the Valiey.

In my view, this is the only feasible solution which serves the
interests of all partners — India, Pakistan and the Kashmiris.
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number of interpretive possibilities
n dertving the rule of Allah from
the primary texts of the Holy Qui'an
and Hadith on a particular question,
In a larger sense. a Maslak
represents the entire school of
thought of a particular Mujtahid
Imam, such as Abu Hanifa. Malik.
Shafi'i, or Ahmad--together with
many first-rank scholars that came
after each of these in their
respective  schools, who checked
their evidences and refined and
upgraded their work. The mujtahid
Imams were thus explainers. who
operationalised the Qur'an  and
Sunnah in the specitic shari'a
rulings in our lives that are
collectively  known as [igh or
"jurisprudence”.

The slogans we hear today about
"following the Qur'an and Sunnah
instead of following the Maslaks”
are wide of the mark. for evervone

“ agrees that we must tollow the Holy

Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Nabi
{SAW). The point is that the Holy
Nabi (SAW) is no longer alive
personally teach us. and everything
we have from him. whether the
Hadith or the Holy Qur'an, has been
conveved to us through lIstamic
scholars. So it is not a question of
whether or not to take our din from
scholars, but rather, from which
scholars. And this is the reason we
have Maslak in Islam: because the
excellence and superiority ol (he
scholarship of the mujtahad Imams--
together  with  the  traditional
scholars who followed in each of
their schools and evaluated and
upgraded their work after them--
have met the test of scholarly
investigation  and  won  the
confidence  of  thinking  and
practicing Muslims  for ali 1he
centuries of Istamic greatness.

The reason why Maslaks exist. the
benefit of them. past. present. and
tuture. is that they furnish thousands
of sound. knowledge-based answers
to Muslims questions on how 1o
obey Allah. Muslims have realized
that to follow a Maslak means to
follow a super scholar who not only
had a comprehensive knowledge of
the Holy Qurian and Hadith 1exts
relating to cach issu¢ he gave

Judgzements on, but also lived i an

age a millennium closer to the

Prophet (SAW) and his
Companions, when taqgwa or "god-
fearingness" was the norm--both of
which conditions are in striking
contrast to the scholarship available
today. The Maslaks should thus not
be confused with the so-called
shades of Islam.

Coming back to the western
classification of Muslims. it s
necessary to understand that a

liberal or moderate Muslim means a
blend of lslamic and un-islamic
ideas. Dbeliets and practices. The
liberals clearly claim that
"You have the right to think as vou
wish: you have the right to worship
as vou please. Because we are all
unique beings, with different skills.
needs, and wants, we must respect
the life choices of others as long as
their tife choices do not infringe on

the rights enjoyed by  other
citizens." These standards of
liberalism are rotally in

contradiction to Islam. We are
tempted to become the so-called
liberals on account of a natural
desire of independence and an easy
life.  Liberalism is necessarily
sympathetic  with the depraved
nature of man, who looks for
emancipation from restraint. By a
very natural tendency, we love a
systen.  which legitimatizes and
sanctifies our pride of intellect and
the license of passion. We declare

ourselves "liberals" and "moderate”
by the desire of advancement in life.
Liberalism is today the dominating
idea: it reigns everywhere and
especiallv in the sphere of public
life. It is therefore a sure
recommendation to public favour.
Gai Eaton, a British Muslim, rightly
calls liberal Muslims "Uncle Toms"
in his book Islam and the Destiny of
Man, State University of New York.
NY, 1985, page 12. "Uncle Tom" is
a derisive term used by African-
Americans to describe a  Black
person who is grotesquely servile to
whites.

Before declaring a war on religion
and evervthing associated with it,
we must iook at ourselves and try to
find out whether we have learned
islam or just misunderstood it by
falling for the lies and slanders of
the enemies of religion, Just a
thought that lslam s retrogressive is
indicater of the fact that we have
fallen  victim to the poisonous
inoculations and shamelessiy fabled
writings directed to us. Living under
the all-pervasive western influence,
we must be  wvery  cautious in
planning and implementing what we
think because we might
unconsciously  be  serving  the
Western purpose as a result of our
jaundiced pereeptions sbout Islam.
everything ussociated witl it

An Indian Vote of Confidence

D sahab

Assalaam o alaikum.

My name is Shaikh Imtivaz Ahmed. and | hive in Kurla East which is in suburb of
NMumbai. | am a regular viewer of your cassetles through [RF as wel as on TV
cable. Alhamdulillah our group of ten 1o fiftcen people assembles al my house.
and benefit from your cassettes of Tafsir. we have already completed the full
cassettes available at IREF and now we have started the second round.

Dr. 7akir Naik Sehab has told us that you are visiting India-Mumbar in two
months time.  Vhis news itselt was so thrilling for all our group members and me.
| thanked Aliah (SWT) that at least during my fifetime | will get a chance 1o see

VO in person.

Dr. Sahab. vou tive in Pakistan and visit worldwide but T can tell you that your
fans in India are more than vour fans in Pakistan, We now look forward o your
carly visit to India. ICis my humble request that if we may please be given few
hours out of your schedule so that we can arrange onc small session of T afsir in
our arca. I this sequest is not possible, at least few minutes should be granted to
us 10 meet you in person. Kindly intorm us the schedute of your program.

I hope that 1 may be informed about your scheduie.

imtiyaz Ahmed Shaikl, Kurla. Mumbai.

(Reccived through e-mail)




View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

The Crisis of Faith

Statements like: "I told him, 1 am
not a fundamentalist...” or "he asked
me if | am a liberal or moderate.”
are becoming the hallmark of
conversation  in the  educated
segments of our sociely these days.
Similarly. the glaring headlines like:
“30 Ulema arrested for opposing
NGOs." "NSC decides to revise
syllabi of Deeni Madaris (religious
schools).” "We don't want Taliban-
like Islam.” and "Where are we
heading with Islamiat in our
curriculum of education," are a
reflection of our confused and
indoctrinated mind. It shows our
gradual  progress  from  purcly
religious mindedness to the present
state of indirectly calling retigion as
trrelevant. and towards  the

stage  of calling religion "The
Ultimate Satan Dressed as a Lamb.”
Our words and our deeds with

regard to lIslam as a rcligion,
refigious scholars, religious
institutions etc are not our own. We
have been ftorced to think like this
with vears of propaganda. What can
we learn. for instance. (rom the
recently published article "Religion
is setfish, blinkered and tmmoral"
published in  The Independent-
London (07-01, 2000)? The subtle
message that we get through pring
and electronic media is that modern
societies value personal autonomy.
achievement in earning a living.
providing for a family, saving
against a rainy day, and being

rewarded for success. Where as
religious  morality  values  the

opposite. [t tells belicvers 1o share
their possessions with the poor.
warns that a well-ofl" person will
find himselt more accountable and
heaven unwelcoming, and preaches
subjection to a deity. AC Grayling
of The Independent concludes that
“such  morality  contradicts  the
fundamental norms of contemporary
society.”

We try to be modern, liberal and

secutar. For that purpose we try to
fit ourselves in the Western moulds
of liberal, moderate and
fundamentalist Muslims, forgetting
the fact that there is only one Islam
and ne classification in the believers
of Islam. We want to throw [slamiat
out of the education curriculum and
also to poison curriculum of the
Deeni  Madaris with a liberal
ideology in an indirect way. We
happily — accept the  Western
notion of "Taliban like [slam" or
"fundamentalist Islam™ because.
according to AC Grayling. it is
“irrelevant  to  modern  sexual
attitudes [and unfortunately| almost
all  religions confine sex  to
marriage. and their more orthodox

members  cppose  homosexuality.
contraception and abortion, and
restrict women to the domestic

sphere.” Such restraints make lite of
a liberal person miserable and he
has to make a blend of Kufer and
Isiam to make it liveable moderate.

When a Western media outlet tells
us that most people are ignoring the
contrast between such views and

today's ecthos, and the churches
accordingly either temporise or
contradict  their  own  carlier

teachings. we also feel inspired for
reinterpreting Islam so as to fit in
our desires  accordingly.  AC
Grayling of The Independent has
summarised the whole Western
propaganda against religion in one
piece and it is nice to sce them

seeing  religion "ot nwrely
irrelevant fbut also) anti-

moral..[and] often immoral.” Every
day. every week, evers month.
every quarter, the most widely read
Western journals seem just now to
vie with each other in feiling us that
the time for religion is past. that
faith is a hallucination or an
infantile disease, that the gods have
at last been found out and exploded.
Our media. too, has also focused its
attention  on  religious  leaders.

mstitutions. their curriculum, khadi
organisations etc with whom we are
living since centuries. The only
reason is that we are living under
the great influence of Western
media, getting indirect messages
that this is the time to take on the
reiigion and its guardians if we want
real freedom and human rights. AC
Garyling, again summarises the
propaganda in this regards as: "To
this day adulterers are stoned to
death in certain Muslim countries; if
the priests were still on top in the
once-Christian world. who can say,
it would be different? Which is a
signal that we are now on top of our
priest, It's your turn now to do in the
Ulema. Our response to the signal is
very posiive indewd.

One of the great misconceptions
that AC Grayling like anti-lslam-
propagandists are inculcating in our
minds is that there are many shades
of lIslam. and that Islam. being
confused. is teoo difficult to
understand. It must be suffice tor
the Muslims to understand that
Islam is not confusing, It is the
contemporary Muslint mind thar has
been polluted and confused by the
Western propaganda about the types
of Islam and kinds of Muslims. The
reason is that Islam as a religion
(Madhhab) is being confused with
the dificrent ways (Maslak) adopted
by its followers to follow it. One
can either be a Muslim or not. There
is no place for liberalism and
moderation because different ways

of Islam are acceptable - but
different  shades absolurels  not.
Abhmadi  {Qadyanis) is just one

example of that unaceeptabte shade,
which is far less threatening than
the modern  day  “liberal”  and
"moderate” Islam that is eating us
from within like termites.

The word Maslak is derived trom an
Arabic word meaning "to gzo” or "to
take as a wanv". and refers 10 a
mujtahid's choece moreeard o a
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