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say of that being practised.
According to Christopher Mitchell,
who is the director of a
“documentary on Qaid-e-Azam's life,
“Jinnah had one idea of Pakistan,
but the mass of Muslims who
supported him had quite different
idea.” And this idea of the mass is
what really counts in shaping vision
of a state, not the drinking or eating
ham sandwiches of their Qaid.
After thorough research Christopher
Mitchell has concluded that: "You
can try, to apprehend Jinnah's
greatness as a mass leader
intellectually, but the support which
he got was from people... The basis
of Jinnah's appeal was the Cry of,
Islam." This shows that we didn't
move from the founding visipn -of
the masses in 1930s'and 40s" The
entral part of the articles appeared’
in Himal and some Pakistani papers
is 1h.1[ all prevalent ills in Pakistan
are because of its ideological
- constitution, and these ills can only
be corrected by making Pakistan a
secular state. A very superficial,
substance-less perception.
The key element in the constitution
regarding  Pakistan  being  an
ideological state (as opposed to
secular state} is that no laws wil! be
framed which are inconsistent with
Quran and Sunnah. As far freedom
of religion. it is certainly guaranteed
in the Objective Resolution, which
is an opcrative preamble to the
c(pstnuuon The word "freely” 1s.
certainfy present there. It doesn't
”pake any difference if it is missing
;om the same document in the
annexed form, because it s
guaranteed in Islam, and is so
assured in the constitution. When
the constitution says, "every citizen
shall have the right.” it means all
Mustim and non-Muslim citizens.
The missing word "freely” in the
annex is thus missing for all
citizens. It must be a typing error
and should be corrected to avoid
trivial arguments by some secular
fundamentalists.
lndla {s a transparent example of
hypocrisy in  the nmame of
TWeduamrism.  Yes, India s more
advamced thanm Pakistan, but it is
wréle to  assert that  this

advancement is on_.account of a
"secular constitution." How secular
is India will become apparent by a-
cursory reading of the BJP and its
militant arm RCS manifesto; the’
‘premise  to pass legislation to
prohibit the slaughter of cows (not
for love of animals but purely on
‘Hindu religious myth) -- in the
words of secularist on superstitious
dogma of a religion; introduction of
A uniform civil code (in place of
separate civil laws for different
communities), or construction of-a
Hindu temple on the site of
destroyed Babri Mosque - destroyed
under ‘the nose of secular

| government.

As for . human and econbmic
development - to what degree has it
been achieved in India. = The
beneficiary is Hindu majority, while
90 million Muslims lag behind with
a significant margin. Most of the
Muslims are living in abject
poverty, except a handful selected
for showcase of secular [ndian
democracy. As to more advanced
democratic states, take ah example'
of the US. To. be factual. let us
make a list - of their
"advancements" and try to find their
link with secularism. No
convincing link will be found.

We can also prepare a list of moral
depravity, ~ethical degeneration,
non-fulfilment of soul and spiritual
unhappmess An
are the consequences of secularlsm,
which in the long term makes the,
soul and the spirit of a society

- hallow- and the culture a sham, an

artificiality deprived of real value.
Their secular, faithless practical
lives have deprived them of the

‘ability to search their souls as a

society, go beyond their self-
gratifying "success," and redefine
success, happiness and fulfilment.
Oniy then true understanding and

respect for human life, for the purity
of women and integrity of men,
could be rediscovered. That is
possiblefonly in an ideological state,
a God-centred constitution, not man
and monev centred constitution and
culture.

One can

szarch  the history  for

.secularism has

specific. . Feb. 13,

m-depth :
‘have to

[ At B i |

e e e —ppey:

prominent examples of violation of

‘human rights - one example is the

highly publicised Holocaust, Jews
were kifled in secular Germany and
Europc. What about slavery in the
US? Was that too done in the name
of God? In contemporary times, the_‘
US has taken it upon itself to be the
judge of human rights violations.
The secularists must see in the list;
the US publishes as to héw -many-
countries with secular constitution
are included. Everywhere,’
secularism is only a slogan to pave
the path to power.

Materialism  denies God.
Secularism simply ignores
im; at least that was the

earlier attitude. More recently,
assumed a
more . militant attitude,
assuming to take the place of
the religion whose totalitarian
bondage it one time resisted.
On February 12, 1998, the leader of

India's Hindu nationalists, Lal
Krishna  Advani expressed that
Pakistan, and Bangladesh should

reunite with India (Pakistan Link,
1998). _This
explains the sudden impetus of
secularist propaganda i Takistan
and abroad, whese approach is: step
one, Secular state: step  twd,
Reunion. Are we ready for such a
reunion” Would it be according to
our founding vision? II we
live under a secular
government -- and it wetare willing
to live -- what was the need for all
the bloodshed and suffering for two:

separate ‘states fifty years ago?

‘Why not listen to Advani and
reunite Pakistan with India to end
the waste of resources on defence
and needless hostility?
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View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

Controversy about the founding vision.

Has our internal crisis been made
worse because we have deviated
from the path Jinnah had chartered?
What was, in fact, our founding
vision and what has gone wrong
during the past 51 years which is
leading us into ever increasing
instability and chaos? One answer
coming from the writers from
within and without Pakistan is:
Jinnah had a secular vision for
Pakistan, but we have drastically
redrafted his secular view and
plunged this country into confusion
and disorder. We have to
pragmatically analyse the charge
that we presently have an Islamic
government, which has committed
blasphemy by placing our faith in
God rather than people. And unless
we turn from our Islamic ways and
turn back to people and the "Qaid's
vision,"” a great calamity will come
upon us. .

For instance, three articles, written
by Pakistani writers, appeared in the
South  Asian magazine "Himal"
(Feb. 1998) and all of them stressed
on Jinnah as a  liberal, as a
progressive young lawyer, whose
vision of Pakistan was ruined by
(Gen. Zia's fanaticism. The charges
made there in are: * Jinnah was "a
liberal man," who "drank alcohol
and ate sandwiches,” * Minorities
cannot freely practice religion in
Pakistan because the word "frecly"
has been removed from the
Objective Resolution that is an
operative annex to the constitution.
* Minorities are not allowed to vote
together with other citizens in a
Joint electorate. * Christian and
Hindu marriages stand annulled
after the wife converts to I[slam. *
The "break from Jinnah has plunged
Pakistan into sectartan chaos.™ *
Due to this "break from Jinnah" has
"complicated Pakistan's relations
with India and Indians seem less
interested to normalise ties with a
country that will soon be punished
by the world" for being not a
secular state.

As far Qaid-e-Azam, the first point
is that we have matured as a people
in the past fifty-one years, Fifty-one
years of relying upon what the Qaid
wanted or didn't want has brought
us nothing except Jesuitical
hairsplitting of the Qaid's speeches.
We need not to manufacture quotes
from Qaid's life to fit to the vogue
of the day, be it secularism, or
privatisation, or imposing
emergency and martial law. The
fact of the matter is it doesn't make
a big difference what Qaid has said
or thought because this country has
never been his estate to ‘be
developed exactly in accordance
with his wishes alone. It belongs to
the people of Pakistan and what
matters most is to see whether it is
being run in accordance with the
wishes of its people.

Furthermore, Qaid may not have
wanted Pakistan to be a "theocracy”
in the sense that it should be
governed by  "narrow-minded
maulvis like the Taliban." In that

-sense, in its fifty vyears history

Pakistan has never been a
"theocratic state.” But Q.A did wam
Pakistan to be a Muslim State, It is a
historical fact that Q.A. was the
architect of the "two nation theory.”
It can be argued that Q.A didn't
have the religious aspect in mind,
but was focussed on economic well
being of the Muslims by making at
teast a part of Muslim nation free
from economic domination by
Hindus. With a secular mentality he
would never have theought of
Muslims as a separate nation just as
many of the seculars do not
differentiate between Muslims and
anyone from any other religion. To
further understand Jinnah's vision of
an independent state, Carl Posey
writes in the Time December 23,
1997, that Jinnah "had discovered in
the congress Party's dismissive
treatment of the league the one
thing worse than British rute: Hindu
Raj. Islam. he began to caution his
auditors, was in danger..Islamic
culture  would be diluted 10

extinction in a IMindu sea." It
proves that Jinnah was
conscious of Islam and the
Islamic culture and didn't
want them to be diluted in a
Hindu or secular culture. All
the latest efforts of the seculars
are directed af the dilution of
Istam under the labels of
moderation” and "liberalism."
It is, however, inconceivable that in

a Muslim state free sex, free
drinking, legalisation of
homosexuality and  gambling,

consigning old age

dilapidated old age shelters,
separation of personal moral
character from "official functions

and performance” (Clinton model) -
just a few examples of the by-
products of secularism - would be
permitted without restriction and be
tolerated. Why not take an opinion
poll now — forget about Zia's
referendum and fanaticism. The
myths are raised to a theoretical
plan by asserting that "our
secularism is  different  from
secularism of the West." From such
absurdity one moves to the
confusing array of "our definitions”
of visions and secutarism. We must
recognise the difference in "freedom
of religion" and “freedom from
religion.” Im China, the enemies
of Islam talk about "freedom
of religion™ considering it
would hurt the Chinese might,
but for us their recipe is
"freedom from  religion,”
strongly believing that only
this can lead to taking the sting
of resistance from the Muslim

Ummah.

There 15 a need to elate to a clear
ideology. In this case the ideology
cannot he anything other than

[slam. So, what Q.A. said or did
not say. has little relevance to
Pakistan's current situation. Qaid-e-
Azam also gave the guideline of
“unity, faith und discipling” - not
even mentioned anymore. what to
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