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Dear Editor, ‘
I am delighted to see that you have started
including an article in English in “Nida-e-Khilafat”.
I wish that you continue this practice as a
regular feature. Wish you an increase in readership!
Dr. Ghulam Murtaza
Lahore
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please the Hindus' and Americans is

something that will never bear fruit.
Undoubtedly, there is considerable
behind-the-scenes activity. Where
would General Mushamraf's visit
ultimately lead is uncertain at this
stage, but some basic facts have
emerged. There is little doubt that
the US is involved in the process
without making a big show of it.
Washington appears to have
convinced Delhi to get out.of the
local dispute to play a global role. A
strong liberal lobby in Islamabad
argues that Pakistan ought to
concentrate on putting its economic
house in order, instead of expending
jts capital and diplomacy on
Kashmir. While no one can argue
against strengthening Pakistan's
economy, the assumptions on which
this argument is based are flawed.
Pakistan's economy has been
drained by the ruling parasites
regardless of their party and status.
There is little or no evidence to
suggest that, even if the Kashmir
dispute  were resolved and there
were open trade with India, these
parasites would stop sucking our
blood.

This is not to .argue against a
resolution of the decades-old
Kashmir dispute. What the General
need is to go forward with clarity of
purpose, which must not be retreat
under the label of open-mindedness.
Wishful thinking is no substitute for
steadfastness. [rrespective of any
flexibility, the General must know
what his ultimate objective is. So
far, Mr. Musharraf has not shown
any sign that he knows what he is
doing except refreating on our core
stand in favour of soft loans from
the US controlled financial
institutions and a possible extension
of his rule to ancther five years.

The sequence of eveats reveals
astounding facts. The way this
summit is being lauded in the West
and particularly welcomed by the
US suggests that we are at the
loosing end. What the informed
circles say merits immediate
and deep consideration. The
question is what is the real
American agenda? The ultimate
~American objective is to eliminate
nuclear program of Pakistan along
with every sentiment and symbol

associated with jihad or any struggle _ L

“to keep ambiguous.

in the name of religion. In case of
India, there are indications that US
will accept the principle of ‘critical
minimum deterrence’, which India
is not ready to define, rather wants
US is not
prepared to give this option to
Pakistan. In short, apart desire to
put restrictions on  religious
institutions and their activities, the
US demand with regard to our
nuclear programme is embodied in
four points: nuclear program i) be
practically capped; ii) be reversed to
old status; iii) delivery system be
controlled: and (iv) be opened for
inspection by the West - under
persuasion or under compulsion.

As far as the open minded approach
on the Kashmir issue is concerned,
it simply means to ensure face-
saving for both parties. Pakistan
gets neither more territory nor a
better military position. India may
leave some area but it should not
come to Pakistan. This is to help
Indian army to get out of the mire
without any advantage to Pakistan.
Certain areas be merged either with
Pakistan or with India, while others
be given  scmi-autonomy -
administered either jointly by the
two countries or. by India alone or
by the UN. in other words the
purport is to prevent India from
getting weak and Pakistan from
getting strong; to have ways for
pressurizing and monitoring China
while allowing India get out of its
present troubles. Though details are
being hammered out and various
possible  scenarios are being
examined, yet the targets are the

_ ones as mentioned above.

In this whole game, Pakistan is
subjected to economic pressure
and the threat of
"talibanisation,” the rise of
regional separatist movements
and Pakistan's threatened
break up into four or five
states in the wake of its
rejection of US plans for de-
Islamising Pakistan, friendship
with India and division of
Kashmir. This is the real US
agenda. So far, neither Pakistan nor
India has fully agreed with it, yet
both are being stowly pushed into
the trap.

The real target of the whole scheme
is Pakistan, not India. But
unfortunately  Pakistan's  open-
minded leadership, surrounded by
the secular elites has no clear
perception of it. 1t has practically
accepted foreign demands for
capping the only leverage ie. the
nuclear capability and controlling
the much-dreaded religion. Unlike
the much-vaunted flexibility, only a
wisely devised strategy would
promise great dividends though at
the same time demand strong nerves
and. unflinching commitment to our
ideals. For liberals it is not a sane
approach to run into the Hindu or
American lap in an effort to avoid
the wrath of their own people.
Kashmir is part of whole
game against eliminating our
identity as Muslims. The betrayal of
Kashmir may be the next shock that
the Ummah has to absorb and it
might undo what the General has
done so far in building his trust and
this nation.
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View Point

Abid Ullah Jan

Religion is at stake everywhere.

Any one who has watched General
Musharraf's  face the  nafion
programme and his answer to the
question with regard to the ideclogy
of Pakistan, would agree that Istam
is no more considered as raison
d'etre of Pakistan. The signs of this
are all around us. On the eve of Pak-
India summit, the much-vaunted
"open-minded” and  "flexible”
approach  of  General Pervez
Musharraf is nothing but an
evidence of the fact that [slamabad
is  under imumense  pressure,
especiatty frem the US. to end the
struggle in the name of Islam and
jihad. There are also signs that
Pakistan's military ruler is planning
an initiative, which may invelve
withdrawal from the demand for a
referendum. Mind shifts do not
occur overnight. The "flexibility”
started inroads in Mr. Musharraf's
attitude fong before his planned visit
to India. Didn't he transfer his chief
of general staff, lieutenant-general
Abdul Aziz, to a new post shortly
before his visit to the UN last
August? Aziz was involved in
Kashmir policy for nearly 20 years,
and his departure was a clear sign of
a new approach.

Further proof of his flexible
approach came during the OIC
meeting in Qatar. After his meeting
with Musharraf in Doha. Mir Waiz
Muhammed Umar Farcoq. one of
the leaders of the Hurriyet
Conference. said that he noted signs
of a shift in Pakistan's stand on the
referendum  issue.  The liberal
intelligentsia of our English press
reminded Mir Waiz and his
Kashmiri brethren that Pakistan has
always had an "open mind" about
UN resolutions on Kashmir, This
was a surprise to most Pakistanis,
who have repeatedly been told, and
even taught in schools, that UN
resolutions are the only way to
resolve the Kashmir dispute.

The sings of resignations are all
around us. The need is to look at the
root causes that are forcing the

Pakistani elites to abandon their
long-held  position on  Kashmir
without getting anything in return?
It might be battle fatigue, but we do
not expect this from a General for
whom the fighting is donc by
others. The great force behind
General’s open-mindedness is the
secular elites, whose ideal is only
material success and unbridled
freedom from our religion. culture,
traditions and social norms. They
have now joined the western
propaganda and started sutfering
from Taliban-phobia - a fear of the
spread  of  "jihadi  culure” in
Pakistan. Infcction of this phobia
has led them to belicve that the
continuing struggle in Kashmir is
bound to encourage and give even
more confidence to "jikadis” in
Pakistan. It is fecared that it will
ultimately threaten the easy lifestyle
of the elites, and sweecp them away.
This realization is one of the driving
forces in General Musharrafs re-
appraisal of the Kashimir issue.

Crackdown on religious
organisations within the country is a
clear  sign  of this  mindset
Deweaponisation is directed against
religious groups nol robbers and
bandits. India already is all praises

for the military government's
crusade against religious

institutions.  This  crusade has
particularly gained momentum after
Clinton's visit to Pakistan. No
matter how we ntay labet it. the
policy shift on Kashmir is part of
the whole game directed at
secularising Pakistan. For whatever
reasons this shift may be, it simply
means, a cause abandoned and a
helpiess people betrayed. Is a fair
deal possible without including the
people of Kashmir in the dialogue
that is to determine their destiny?

Some facts should not be ignored
while trying to be flexible and open-
minded. Firstly, the Kashmir issue
cannot be brushed under the carpet
of dialogue that may continue for
years like the Middle East "peace-

process.” It urgently requires a just
and final settlement that could only
be brought about with the
involvement of Kashmiris. Peace in
Kashmir and the region could onty
be achieved if the process starts on
the right {oot by putting the people
of Kashmir before any strategic,
commercial or political advantage
of the powerful international club or
Pakistan or india. From where did
the sccular fundamentalists get the
idea that enforcement of the UN
resolutions s just one of many
options, and that  cvents  had
overtaken it? This is the Indians'
argument, It's strange to sec our
leaders becomc spokesman  for
India. Nevertheless, the reality is
that the Kashmiri cause is almost
entirely cspoused by Islamic groups.
The liberals have abandoned it long
ago. Their open-mind only
insists on Pakistan putting its
economic house in order.
Nobody <can  deny this
necessity, but what we must
remember is that it is the
liberal, secular elites who have
controlled Pakistan since 1947,
It is their policies and
unbridled greed that have
brought it to its present
predicament.

Standing for the just cause might
have become an anathema to the
secular zealots - much because the
West does not like it, and flcss
because of their conviction that our
stand is wrong - they still arc
mistaken it they believe
that India or the West will let
Pakistan develop if it were prepared
to accept a solution to their liking
over Kashmir. Abandoning Kashmir
is like abandoning Pakistan, its
raison d'etre. and its nuclear power.
Pakistan's ¢conomic situation will
stabilize only when the massive
corruption and waste are ended.
Crackdown in religious institutions
at home and abandoning the cause
of Kashmiris with the hope 10
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