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Viewpoint (from page:14)

sometime in the middie of this

century there may not be a State of
Pakistan. As a Caretaker Prime
Minister, Malik - Meraj Khalid,
referring to a2 UN report which
stated that Pakistan would break
into pieces in two decades, said that
Pakistan does no longer exists
ideologically. The lesson for us is:
the more we directly or indirectly
target Islam, the more we go against
our ideology - the only recipe for
our survival. '
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madrassas is not that they aspire
their children ~ to - become
Mujshideen, but rather due to their
love for religion and in some cases
due to the failure of the government
to provide necessary educationai
facilities. It is wrong to assume that
majority of the students in retigious
schools are due to their parents
economic inability. Even well fed
parents in the modem cities f
Pakistan are now sending their
children in great numbers to well-
furnished lslamic schools - like Iqra
Public schools, etc. This is not that
they want their children to become
trained terrorists but that they have
realised the dangers of faith without
knowledge. The third assumption is
that of a presumed threat posed to
the society by the “jihadi"
organisations. The “jikadi groups"
were financially and ammunition-
wise more independent and self-

- sufficient before 1991 than they are

in 200]1. These groups were acting
more independently of Pakistan's
control than they are now. More
importantly, Hagania Conference
and the subsequent functioning of
the Afghan Defence Council prove
that there is no underlying tension
between these groups or among
those who support them, Culprits of
some terrorist acts are obvious. But
in most case, instead of ‘doing
proper investigations and
establishing the involvement of
foreign hands in fanning the fire, the
government finds it easy to

associate terrorist acts with one or

anther religious Indian

group.

propagandists are at the forefront -

with the Western analysts who
claim that the threats from the

" "jihadi groups" is bound to increase

in the coming days, provided the
government of Pakistan remains
inactive. = For instance, Suba
Chandran, a Research Officer at
IPCS (an Indian research institute)
writes on 27 February 2001 that the
military government "has taken
cerfain steps to curb the inflience of
the jihadi and taliban forces. Efforts
such as the deweaponisation drive, ban
on  public display of arms by
the jihadi farces and an attempt to

S fCRUldte the funding are small but

significant  sieps,
effective if implemented earnestly in
controlling them.” Instead of acting
according to such propaganda we
need to look at our history and
compare foday's Pakistan with the

which will be .

Pakistan during 1980s". The US
adventurist policy in Afghanistan
has resulted in multi-facet negative
impacts on the social fabric of our
society.  Massive  supply of
sophisticated weapons to the
Afghan "mujahideen” has long ago
led to the proliferation of arms in
the country from Peshawar to
Karachi. Different personalities and
organisations involved in the
distribution - of . foreign aid to the
Mujahideen of Afghan war became
rich  overnight = becaise o
paperwork was involved in the
covert operation. According to the
annual statement of the Swiss
National Bank the total value of the
deposits held by Pakistanis reached
to 1.141 billion Swiss Francs in
1985. Until 1980, the total value of
Pakistanis deposits in numbered
accounts in Switzerland was so
small that Pakistan never used to
find a separate mention in the
annual statements "of the Swiss
National Bank. The thought of a
crackdown against "jikadi groups,"
their weapons and funding sources
didn't bother any one at the helms of
affairs during 80s' and 90s. The
military government seems to be
taking a U-tum. General Zia used
the so-called "Islamisation process”
to legitimise and perpetuate his
narrowly-based military rute, where
as Musharraf's rule is marked by
pro-Ataturk rhetoric, changes in
schools curriculum by  omitting
Jihad related Quarnic verses, using
tactics to make life hard for
religious schools, and . promoting
external propaganda against
religious organizations under the
label of “jihadi groups.” If
Islamisation in 1980s as adopted by
General Zia was devoid of the real
spirit of Islam, anti-religious groups
crusade taken on by General
Musharraf under the western and
Indian influence is in total
contradiction to the facts on the
ground. It would not only create
complications of the Turkish,
Egyptian and Algerian kind, but
also ambiguity about Istam instead
of solving the problems of this
country. We have not been
successful  at  nation-building
because we failed miserably at

. state-building. A desperate people

cannot be made into a solid and
cohesive  community if the
governments, which supposedly

represent  their  interests, are
themselves riddled with
contradictions and plan according to
the external propagandas.
Consequently, in . nearly half a
century of our existence we could
not create a Pakistani nation. Qur
rulers are as much responsible for
the suppression and distortion of the
political process as for the loss of
that sense of belonging essential for
the survival of a country. The
Taliban did not come from across
the border to divide the community
in Pakistan. If people no longer
belong to Pakistan but to a Biradari
or a ftribe, it is no fault of the

Taliban but our own leaders. Our
governance has been reduced
merely to privilege, self and

propaganda, de-linking power from
responsibility and confusing
opportunism with leadership. The
major political parties are merrily
engaged in playing a game of
musical chairs vying with each
other in relentless quest for political
power, and more importantly, for
access to the financial bonanza
which goes with it. None of them
represent the aspirations of our
country's heterogeneous society.
Why shall we blame Islam or
religious parties for the instability
in the country and criminalization
of politics, which has eroded
public faith both in country's
political leadership and system
itself? The citizen cannot be
expected to wait for the system to
correct itself; he will and can be
expected to take upon himself the
task of enforcing the rights granted
to him by the constitution. If that is
Talibanisation, surely then we are
inching towards it. - This risk draws
cioser every day. According to
Shahid Javed Burki of the World
Bank, the country is now left with
no viable institutions, ..given the
impact of change, Pakistan could
cease o exist in its sovereign
nation-state form.” With the anti-
Islam conspiracies looming large all
around us, Pakistanis may at last
fipd their elusive commonwealth, [t
is time for our politicians,
bureaucrats and intellectuals to rise
to the occasion and ensure that we
plan and act according to our own
needs and priorities, not those of our
enemies. The real fear is that if
things slide as they are doing,
(see page : 9)



View Point

"~ Abid Ullah Jan

The recipe for our survival

The government of Pakistan has
taken some serious initiatives under
the banner of "deweaponisation”
and "curb on Jihadi groups." The
objective seems to be showing to
the Western capitals that it is
putting a lid on "talibanisation."
There are some questions to be
analysed in depth before any knee
jerk reaction to the assumptions of
anti-Pakistan forces. First of all:
What is this "talibanisation" all
about? How did the madrassas or
religious groups and  parties
suddenly become promoters of
“talibanisation"? What are the
factors that are being considered as
indicators of "talibanisation"? And
where would our dancing to the
propaganda tunes lead the country
.An the long run? Many Western,
Indian and even Pakistani analysts
are using the word "talibanisation”
without explaining what do they
actually mean by it. Maya Chandda
writes in World Affairs (July - Sept
1999) "talibanisation is polarizing and
Jeopardizing  [pakistan'sf  nascent
democracy.” Loosely used by the
majority, this metaphoer is meant to
reflect the whole anti-Taliban
propaganda in just word. Maya
Chanda, however, is the only
analyst who tried to split the word
“talibanisation” into  three core
conceptions: "I that hegemony of a
specific ethnic community - Punjabis
and Pathans - is the key to political
anity and control in a multi-ethnic
nation; 2. that Istam, particalarly its
Sundamentalist version is the busis of
legitimacy in a nation that s
overwhelmingly Muslim; 3. that use of
coercion and force is justified to
eliminate dissent where Isinm and
ethnic dominances have failed to do
so.” It is absolutely naive to assume
that Pakistani leaders are drawing
on ethnic beliefs to consolidate the
Pakistani state. Undoubtedly,
majority of the Taliban are Pathans
but only those who have been to
various ministries and institutions in
today's Afghanistan, and who have
met the Taliban leadership know
that it is neither language nor

ethnicity that binds the Taliban
together- it is simply the shades-
less Islam that has transformed
the resource-less Taliban into a
multi-headed monster for these
who are armed to the teeth with
nuclear and biological weapons.
As far the use of force to eliminate
dissent is concerned, even those
who are tyro in the field of
international relations, would agree
that the Taliban's use of force pales
in comparison before the Israelis
crime against humanity, who are
occupying Arab land and
populations for the tast 34 years;
who kill innocent civilians and
destroy their homes on daily basis.
Although the Punjabis (48.2 per
cent of the population), and Pushtun
{13.1 per cent of the population)
communities command a
disproportionately large number of
positions in the army, government
and higher echelons of civil
service, however it doesn't mean
that this would become a factor in
much trumpeted "talibanisation" of
Pakistan. 1t is proved beyond any
reasonable doubt that Islam was
the rallying force in the creation
of Pakistan and is the only
binding force that keeps it
together. No matter which angle
we may choose to study i,
everything boils down to the fact
that ractal, linguistic, territorial or
just Pakistani nationalism is not
good enough to practically maintain
Pakistan's integrity. Even geography
goes against Pakistan. The use of
ethnic  identity in  articulating
community demands must not be
confused with human emotions that
keeps a nation intact. When
religious  nationalism  weakens,
regional, ethnic or linguistic
nationalism would only lead to
factionalism.  So, from the
factionalism perspective, it is not
holding to Islam but leaving Islam
behind that would lead to
"talibanisation" of Pakistan. Islam
has never been an issue in Pakistan.
In fact, even those parties, which

talk of scientific socialism or
secular politics, did not ignore the
potential and popularity of the faith
in electoral politics. What, however,
is a matter of concern is the
emergence of propagation of an idea
that Islam is opposed to progress
and enlightenment. The government
of Benazir Bhutto tried to promote
Pakistan as a moderate Islamic
state. A booklet published by the
Ministry of Information -- entitled,
Pakistan: A Moderate Islamic State
-- acknowledged that "from late
19705 to mid-1980s, Pakistan often
found itself specially featuring in
(western media) despatches about

"Islamic Fundamentalism,” an ¢
expression  depicting  religious
intolerance. The despatches still

bring out Pakistan as an irrational
society  suppressing  minorities,
contemptuous of human rights,
treating women as inferior and
generally living inside a cocoon of
faith  debarring  contemporary
compellings. The first false
propaganda assumption on which
the present government is setting its
domestic policy priorities is that the
"“fundamentalist elements” do not
enjoy popular support inside
Pakistan? An analysis  of the
electoral performance of the various
Islamic parties in the last ten years
is an absolutely wrong indicator.
Majority of the Pakistanis now feel
pelitical parties have caused more
harm to Pakistan than the religicus
parties who didn't get an
opportunity to lead or loot in the last
fifty years. What is considered as
"street power of the fundamentalist
parties,” s the actual factor that
empowers seemingly powerless
people like the Taliban. What else
could be the enjoyment of popular
support? The second assumption is
about the role of madrassas in
Pakistan, which neither form a
meonolithic entity nor solely teach
and preach jihad with the main
objective of producing Mujahideen.
The main reason for the parents to
send their children to these

i
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