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around the world and it was
comfortable with monarchies and
autocratic governments in many
parts of the world as long as they
were on the US side" (Dawn, Sept.
26, 1999).

In her recent interview to Guardian,
Ms Bhutto tried to speak on behalf
of the nation and said: "the people
of Pakistan are opposed to giving
the armed forces power on the
pattern of Turkey [because the
Turkish army is a secular army.
[Whereas] the Pakistan army is
infected by the extremism." The
Turkish  secular fundamentalist
army's drive to crush the country's
Islamic movement continues
unabated. Benazir's love for the
Turkish army is due to the fact
that its campaign is aimed not only
at eradicating Islamic activism but

anti-Islam world approves actions
of the Turkish government like the
interrogation of  government
employees who visit mosques
regularly, or whose wife, daughters
or sisters wear the hijab.

If force is the element that the
secular activists don't approve in
pushing someone to act against his
will, why are the Taliban
condemned for their forcing women
to wear hijab but not the
"enlightened," "liberal" members of
Turkish congress, who began
pounding on their desks and shouted
at  Merve Kavakci, [Istanbul
representative  from the Virtue
Party. She had to leave Parliament
without taking her oath because she
refused to remove her headscarf.
Even this was not sufficient for the
fanatic secularists who vowed te

Pakistan would remain on top of the
US hit list. Even our renunciation
from Islam won't bring any change
to its policy vis-a-vis Islam, let
alone our disgraceful acts like
saying good-bye to Quarnic verses
which are against the American
taste. Instead of being apologetic,
we need to reassess our identity and
stop feeling ashamed of our
being true followers of Islam. We
need to identify the enemies of
Islam in our ranks who are busy in
justifying the US propaganda for
their self-interest. The solution is
not in making our arguments in
isolation but in contradicting the
false picture presented by the
secular elites.

We need to clarify the ground
realities of Muslim societies and the
fact that we are not the enemy of the
West. Our c¢rime is neither
"fundamentalism,” nor "“terrorism,"”
not even "Talibanisation." OQur
crime is our resistance to the
godless world order. Qur crime is
preserving and reasserting our
identity. Every tiving thing prefers
even death, as an individual, to
extinction as a species by absorption
into other specie. So, when the
lowliest unicellular living organism
struggies fatally against a threat to
its peculiar identity, the US must
never be surprised if Muslims, as a
nation, resist desperately, but not
unreasoningly, any attempt to
assimilate their national and
religious character to the American
sick civilization. This  solid
resistance - whether labeled as
"fundamentalism” or “fanaticism" --
is the first law of our being,
extended below the level of
consciousness. The Americans are
too old now -- they must know that
there is one sure way to make a
deadly enemy; and that is to
propose to anyone: "Submit
yourself to me, and I'll improve
your condition by relieving you
from the burden of your peculiar
identity and reconstituting your
substance in my image.” The
American themselves would never
listen to such nonsense from
anyone, nor must we.

(roelZIEE P

also at purging Islam from Turkish  prosecute Kavakci on charges of
society. The Taliban are being inciting religious hatred and the
blamed for forcing men to keep regime revoked her right to
beard and women to wear hijab. For  citizenship and moved to shut down
acts like these, they have been the Islamic Virtue Party to which
equated to Nazis and fascists. What  she belongs. Chief prosecutor Vural
about the Turkish national Security  Savas declared that she "embodies
Plan entitled "A Strategy for Action  the Islamic threat, sucking the blood
Against Reaction"? Is not purging  of the secular state like a vampire"
the civil service of thousands of (Wall Street Journal).
employees suspected of Islamic :
leanings a human rights viclation? The much loved-by-secular-
bulwarks Turkish military has
Why are the seculars so averse to  intervened in politics four times to
. the decrees of the Taliban when remove pepularly elected
they appreciate the Turkish military  governments  challenging  this
infringement on some of the most  extremist secularism. Still, it is the
basic notions of privacy, sanctity our military whose back needs to be
and confidentiality of family life, broken because it has not the will to
aid individual liberties? Doesn't it  close down religious parties and
permit the dismissal of any wipe out all religious symbols and
government employee linked with  slogans from the mouth, murals and
"reactionary” or secessionist groups memory of our armed forces. To
from his job? What is the difference  become acceptable, the military has
between the MIslamic  to start with amending its motto
fundamentalist" Taliban and the from Iman, Taqwa and Jihad fi
secular fundamentalist Turkish  sabil-il-lah to something mentioning
army when the former do not allow  globai values and secular traditions.
listening to music tapes and the later  However, it might be more difficult
bans such actions as listening to  for the military to bring this change
religious broadcasts or keeping compared to our shameful silence
beard? The Taliban's are facing the over the removal of Jihad related
world wrath for their enforcing Quarnic verses from our educational
- ~~__ _beards code, which is not as curriculum. .
inhuman as the Turkish punishment Irrespective of the ciemies of
for not wearing necktie or keeping  Allah's hypocritical gestures to
beard. The difference is that the please their masters in Washington,
il gyuil o 4




View Point

Recognise the enemies of Islam

We have the enemies of islam and
Pakistan in our ranks. The liberal
elite, like Benazir Bhutto, never
stop serving their Western masters
in paving the way for the US and its
anti-Islam allies to make Pakistan
yet another horrible example after
rubbing the nose of Iraqi might in
the Middle East sand. There is a
lesson for us in the statements of
Benazir Bhutto, and that is: She is
not alone. There are to¢c many
secular forces at work to undermine
the ideology of Pakistan and the
strength of our armed forces. We
need to recognise these hypocrites
and educate our public about their
motives and ugly designs.

Benazir Bhutto's recent statements
require serious attention for they
reflect views of others like her, who
can go to any extreme for their
personal interests. Much of the so-
called libera! leadership. bath tn
political and NGO sector, has
rebelled against Pakistan's ideology
and agreed to act for the godless
world order, That's why the US and
its allies try their best to bring this
clique back in power, as the
aliernative in their view could be a
"fundamentalist” Taliban regime.
Benazir, in this regard, has gone far
ahead in her service to the US
establishment in consolidating a
campaign to label Pakistan as a
threat to the world peace and
security.

Talking in her masters' words, she
blamed the present government for
giving "a disproportionate voice to
religious fanatics" in a recent

Abid Ullah Jan

interview to a British daily, the
Guardian. Giving her propaganda a
peculiar American tone, she said
that the military is "dedicated to the
export of religious extremism
through Afghanistan to shores of
Europe." For creating further
dread of "Islamic fundamentalism,”
she said that the government is
making "an attempt to create a new
leadership  of  extremists...[and]
eliminate  progressive  political
teadership..." Directly targeting
GHQ. she alleges that it "plans a
vacuum, which can be filled by
extremists linked to Taliban."

In her schizophrenic attempt, she
tries to link everything associate
anything she could think of to
"lslamic fundamentalism” simply to
generate undue sympathies for
herself in the West. She says that
NAB is used "to eliminate parties
and politicians who can  win
elections over clerics.” PPP,
she claims is the only party that is
"capable of politically confronting
the theocrat and their supports
within the military." She believes
that Pakistan would lead the whole
Muslim world to "decide whether to
fallow the example of
fundamentalism as preached in
Afghanistan or whether they opt for
the fundamentals of a pluralistic
democratic state.” In an interview to
the Guardian's correspondent, Luke
Harding, earlier this year she said:
"Since my ouster,..the only gain
has been to the clerics who openly
brandish their weapons and call for
the Talibanisation of Pakistani
society. | see myself playing a

political role in ... strengthening of a
liberal and enlightened
Pakistan...." Every word that she
utters speaks volumes of the fact
that she is leaving no
chance of maligning Islam. Her
insanity crosses all bounds when
she try to hold "slamic
fundamentalism™ responsible for her
husband's ordeal. In response to a
question she said: "this is his eighth
year in prison. That's the
punishment a male spouse gets in an
Islamic country wherg
fundamentalists control key
institutions.  It's  inhuman and
barbaric.” All these efforts are part
of a systematic effort directed at
making Pakistan a prime target of
US aggression through associating
its army with "fundamentalism" and
gradually with fanaticism and
international terrorism.

The US fears that in the absence of
sell out leaders like these. the
"fundamentalists" would take over
and in that situation they de not
know who would control the
nuclear buttons. The s
Congressional sources told Dawn
that the picture presented by the
former 1S1 chiel before  the
intelligence committee was so scary
that many members supported the
public statement issued by the US
warning against a military coup in
Pakistan. Basically, these sources
said, the US was not worried about
an army coup but it was scared of a
takeover by "fundamentalist
Islamic radicals in the Pakistan
army. Diplomatic observers said the
US worked with army dictatorships
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