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| LAHORE :
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PLEASE CONTACT
Opp. K.M.C. Workshop, Nishiar Road, Karachi-74200, Pakistan.
G.P.O. Box#. 1178 Phones : 7732052 - 7730595 Fax : 7734776 - 7735883
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Manzoor Square Noman St. Plaza Quarters Karachi-74400(Pakistan)
Vel : 7723358-7721172 . ‘
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is no more applicable. These NGOs
have forgotten the fact that
liberalism can never, ever replace
faith. With few exceptions, most of
our non-governmental organizations
have become the incubators of the
moral-intellectual  diseases  that
weaken  our nation’s  immune
system. Without true faith and a
belief in religious norms and
values, we will have Muslims, but
not for long. The ultimate end of
moral relativism is:

(a) Acceptance of homosexual
lifestyles and right of abortion on
demand,

_ (b) Ignoring marriage and the

. concept of family,

(¢) Targeting “fundamentalist”
religions as a barriers to women
Trights,

(d}  Demanding

that rights of

lesbians  and  prostitutes  be
protected.
Despite all the horrible

consequences on the society, and
knowing that there is no dearth of
battered and disgraced women in
the West; all these rights and
freedoms are prometed by some
NGOs as prerequisites for
development in Pakistan. As a
result of so-calied “empowering the
women” strategy, has weakened the
bonds of male responsibility for
their mates and children. Cultural
'7?taboos and legal ties that performed
that function have crumbled under
the sexual revolution that the
Western  women  inflamed by
denying the fact that differences
between men and women are. not
natural. We are repeating the same
folly through GAD and WID
experiments by our NGOs. This
new tidal wave of dissatisfaction in
Pakistani women, -arguing that
womanhood is but a "mystique,” a
construct designed by men and
advertised by cultural and
traditional values to keep females in
servitude, is the result of the women
organisations and activists who are
either indoctrinated by their bosses
~3Ahe West or blinded by the pursuit
of easy dollars and cheap fame.
Through gender and reproductive

health training, staff of the NGOs is
encouraged to ignore the concept of
shame, honour and differences
between the sexes and take the same
lessons to the community. Once sex
out of wedlock is declared not a
matter of honour or shame; once sex
is declared unexceptionable, how
can a young woman justify to
herself, let alone to any man, not
wanting to engage in intercourse
without love and before marriage?
Holding a man from protecting the
honour of his family by prohibiting
his wife, sister and daughter from
engaging in extra-marital relations
leads to dire consequences for the
women themselves. This way the
women  rights  activists  are
subjecting our girls to crueller
opprobrium today for their sexual
modesty than ever they were for
engaging in relations and sex out of
wedlock. The Western example is
before our eyes where the thwarted
feminine nature reasserts itself in
such "grotesquely distorted forms”
as eating disorders and self-
mutilation. According to GAD
concept promoted by most of the
NGOs, there is “no nature” and
“nothing s natural.” All our
behaviours and attitudes are sociatty
constructed and can be subjected to
change. We must strive to abolish
the differences between two sexes
so as o become a good “gender
neutral”  society for perfect
development. According to this
doctrine, if some NGOs are
distributing sewing machines or
trying in other ways to implement
women income generating schemes,
they are simply “reinforcing the
ideology that favours men.” It’s
being suggested that women should
rather be “trained in the field where
men are already working so that
they shall take over control and
become empowered.” GAD focuses
on changing “status™ of woman in
Pakistan, not their “condition.” And
poverty alleviation projects are

‘doomed to failure, as they cannot

bring “radical changes” in society.
They merely change “condition” of
woman in Pakistan. This crusade
through NGOs in the name of
women rights for development is an

awesome challenge to our society,
This  revolution® is going to
encourage the Western sponsored
“reformers” and “re-interpreters” of
religious matters. How far are they
willing to compromise, modernise,
and liberalise Islam and Pakistan is
yet to be known. However, the
directions from the Western Masters
are clear: abanden the Qur'an, forget
about Sunnah and traditions. One
world, one non-religion, dictated and
colonised by one worldly super power
is the answer. This is the New World
order of things. Take it and survive
through donations, Leave it and face
sanctions and embargoes. The
debate and propaganda against
Islam and our social norms as
barriers to development and women
rights will go on. Appeasement by
Muslim “moderates™ will increase
by allowing Western culture and
non-values to creep into our society
- now through NGOs - that would
soon be followed by suffocatingly
permissive moral climate. TV plays,
the content, dresses and discussion
therein is a clear example of that. If
there is any mass awareness and
resentment about functions of such
NGOs it will be suppressed by an
“iron hand” in the name of
“fundamentalism,”  using  anti-
terrorist aid fram the final arbiters
of what is terrorism and what is
legitimate resistance against moral
and social bankruptey. With a little
more ecomomic aid and other
incentives, conscicnces will be
bought. Muslims will pass from
slumber to deep sleep amid moral
and secietal recession.  For the
Kingdom of Allsh to prevail and
for the irreligious rule of the

- NGOs to fail, it is responsibility of

our religious leaders to do proper
study into the activities and
messages spread by the NGOs,
One sweeping statement that “all
NGOs are bad” is neither enough
nor servers the purpose. Our
religious leader must be able to say
exactly what is wrong and why.
Only then will the masses be
sensitised to such issues and
become immune to the negative
effects of insidious programmes and
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VIEW POINT

Our Ulama and NGOs.

It has become almost a daily routine
to observe many religious leaders
busy in painting all NGOs a threat
to our cultural and religious
identity. On the other hand. many
NGOs routinely describe Ulama as
an ignorant lot who do  not
understand what development is all
about. in a collective dereliction of
civic duty. our NGOs have failed to
properly educate the religious
leaders about their activities and the
Ulama have failed to pin paint how
NGOs are spawning moral and
ntellectual discases which
undermine fslam. NGOs might not
wish to confront Ulama for they
may have some dubious agendas.
but ocur religious leaders need to
understand the real nature of
activities undertaken by the NGOs
and then draw a clear line between
acceptable and unacceptable
activities and  behaviour.  The
question is: How do we differentiate
what is right and what is wrong in
the NGOs and their activities.
NGOs can broadly be classified into
two main categories: development
and advocacy NGOs. Development
NGOs mainly undertake activities
and programmes related to poverty
alleviation.  health,  education,
natural resources, etc., wherecas
NGOs involved in advocacy make
deliberate eftorts to influence the
approach and instrumentalities by
which major institutions and other
actors impinge on public life.
Although advocacy NGOs are the
one involved in rejection of the very
idea of truth - the laws of nature —
but we must not approve all
activities of the development NGOs
as well because there might be a
programme ar an activity indirectly
aimed at achieving the objective of

Abid Ullah Jan

undermining local institutions and

religious norms of our society.
Before criticizing NGOs.  our
religious leaders must clearly

understand what they really need to
attack in these organizations. Apart
from the corruption associated with
forming fake community
oreanizations.  delivering  micro-
credits to the rich or friends of the
NGO staff, reporting  fake
community development schemes.
sharing the funds aliocated for such
schemes with a few community
members or returning the same
funds to NGO as recovery of the
disbursed micro-credit, conducting
meaningless training just for the
sake of training and over-budgeting
the same to the donors: the most
important aspect of some of the
advocacy programmes related 1o
“gender and development”™ is their
sidelining religion. Before starting
any discussion on training it is
clearly stated that religion should
not be brought into the discussion.
Rejection of religion and faith thus
depends on the denial of ultimate.
oral truth and the adoption of moral
relativism — i.e. the absence of
absolute moral standards. the
rejection of the existence of an
objective, transcendent. universal
moral order, the assertion that right
and wrong are determined solely be
personal or cultural  preference
according to circumstances. This
picture is very much depicted by
PTV’'s “Gender Watch™
programme, if watched seriously.
These messages are surely but
subtly given to us in the PTV plays
written by such liberal writers in a
very sugarcoated way. Rejection of
the absolute moral and religious
values is the starting point. 1t is

argued that everything is relative.
Yesterday women were not allowed
0 go 10 school: today ceveryone
proudly allows his daughters and
sisters to go lo school. So, today
wearing jeans and bikinis  are
considered immaodest, but tomorrow
we might see Pakistani women
bathing in bikinis on Clifton beech.
1f there are no absolute standards
applying to all cultures at all
times, then how can we criticize
alternative “lifestyle” choices such
as, say Nazism or “Talibanism”
and assert the superiority of
America’s liberal democracy over
the congeries of corrupt, poverty-
producing tyrannies that adorn
the world’s “rainbow of
cultures™?

The rejection of absolute moral
standards by the advocacy NGOs
undermines the civic virtue and
moral strategic clarity, Virtue means
conforming to certain standards of
right. Absent those standards, others
can be no virtue, and virtues such as
courage become meaningless and
purposeless. it Pakistan possesses
no special moral worth, and if there
is no right, how then can there be
stout hearts devoted 1o its cause? Or
how can we distinguish friends from
enemies or achieving lasting peace?
We went for Jihad against the
Soviet Union. because we were told
“the Russians do not believe in God
and do not allow the Afghans te
stick to their religion” and they
“came to Afrhanistan to save the
regime in power.” Today, the same
is being preached to us by the US o
keep religion aside and the same US
is occupying Saudi Arabia and
[Luwait to save their respective
regimes. But the Afghanistan logic

ﬁ
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