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rules. A policeman can never be the
lead reformer of the UN? After the
recent setbacks at the UN, the US
leaders are labelling the Muslim
countries in particular as “rogue
nations"--viclent, lawless, willing to
ignore international law and morality
to enforce their will. The US must
not lorget to realise that the global
outrage is by no means limiled to
voices of the Muslims alone. After
more than five decades, it is evident
that the UN has not served any of the
goals or solved any of the issues
related to the Muslim world.
Resolutions on Palestine have been
relegated to the books, whereas
resolutions on  Iraq have been
declared sacred and enforced through
sheer force and terrorism.
Resolutions on Kashmir are a thing
of the past, but resolution on
Afghanistan need to be enforced
qlghls after a vote on it. If the UN is
not open to reform according to the
needs and wishes of most of its
Muslim members, it is then time for
us to reassess how il can best serve
its Muslim members - or whether it
can do so at all. As far the US is
concerned. it is obvious from a study
of Heritage Foundation that even if
the UN were a marvel of efficiency
and influence, the US leadership
would see “no  justification for
maintaining US membership if it did
not advance America's national
interests and foreign policy goals™
Leadership 1" -
Reforming And Working With The
United Nations (Chapter 20} by Brett
D. Schaefer and Thomas P. Sheehy).
Muslim proponenis of UN reform
must do more than criticize the UN's
inefficiency and incompetence; we
must  present a  comprehensive
blueprint for change — a permanent
seat at the Security Council being the
first demand. We have become
accustomed 1o pointing out UN’s
submissiveness to  the Us.
Nevertheless, pointing  out  these
shortcomings will seem a bit petty if
the Muslims are divided in the face
of other united nations and have no
constructive solutions to propose.
Such horror stories can be a useful
weapon in the reformer's arsenal, but
_ they are not sufticient by themselves.
“In the post Cold War scenario,
Muslim members of the UN should
dcal with the UN on radically new

-we pollcethe world we make the

* Council

terms, While this change may bhe
politically difticult to bring about, it
will be well worth the effort to give
Muslims an opportunity to be fully
armed with the veto power and

- represent themselves at the top in the

Security Council.  Wishful thinking
it might secem to many but the

- change is a must, because it we look

at the composition ol the Security
and the history of its
exploitation against the Muslim
cause, we find that this organ does
not in any way retlect a universal

purpose. It is serving the purpose of

one superpower and its allies in the
post Cold War world. The Muslim
countries must muster  enough
courage to propose and Iry to enforce
pro-Muslims changes in the UN
structure. The Muslim bloc must try
to enforce its demands even at the
cost of our withdrawal from the UN.
The alternative is an unacceptable
and unproductive status quo and

continued battering al the hands of

the powerful. There will be no better
time for weak member states of the
UN to act. The US relationship with
the UN is at a crossroads. Long
before the present failure at UNHRC,
The New Republic greeted United
Nations Day in 1996 with a call for
letting the UN “wither away into
irrelevance.” The UN's 50th birthday
was celebrated in
Representatives by the introduction
of the first resolution in years catling
for the United States to withdraw
from the world body. A vear later a
fifth of the House of Representatives
had endorsed that position. If the
US can think of withdrawal from
the UN despite the enormous
clout and unimaginable benefits,
why can’t we as the victim of the
United . Nations double
standards? AL this stage, the
Muslim world must be prudent. The
UN is nol a global government. It
cannot impose siandards on states
according to the wishes of a sole
hyper-power. For turning it into
reality, the Muslim world needs to
demonstrate that they are determined
to see themselves a permanent
member of a democratic Security
Council. We must not compare
this demand with the
performance of the OIC. It
turned out to be not more than a
talk show because it doesn’t have

the House ol

the author:ty to take actlon like
the Security Council. A veto in
SCis far more meaningful than a
thousand OIC toothless
resolutions.  The same ritualistic
congregation of the Muslim world
leaders would turn into a serious
decision making body if they know
that whatever they decide there
would be followed up in the SC. The
Islamic fraternity seems to be a
deeply divided house only becausc
they know they arc helpless against
the outside aggression justified by
the “sacred” bodies like the UN and
some ol its own brothers sell
themselves for living a few days in
peace. The situation would change
dramatically once we know we can
draw remarkable support from each
other. With the permanent Muslim
representation . at  the  Security
Council, the OIC would not get into
action only as an appendage o the
"UN moves, but would also meet to
decide upon issues before they are
taken up in at the UN.  There must
be an end to the shabby treaiment of
the Muslims by the western-led

international community.
Irrespective  of  being  autocratic,
sham  democratic or  patently

unrepresentative  governments, we
need to weld together to be ‘taken
seriously. Being the second biggest
segment of the world population, we
necd to make sure that our voice in
the international arena should not be
counted for a cipher. Why should our
mightiest figures be just the yes-men
of the western actors in the United
Nations? The action must begin at
the ground level — from our schools,
mosques, congregations, mcetings,
seminars, provincial and national
assemblics. Our resolve would be
strengthened only when we are
cenvinced that this is our right. Qur
demand would only have credibility
when others know that we mean
what we say, and do what we mean.
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Divided Muslims and United Nations.

American officials, lawmakers and
independent human rights groups
voiced dismay and indignation that
the United States has been voted off
the UN Human Rights Commission
and the UN international drug
monitoring board on the same day.
Pakistan has been mentioned in
almost all major US newspapers and
magazine with Sudan and Libya as a
major human rights violator. The
US leaders threaten to withhold
payment on the long-unpaid dues
owed the UN. They btame structure
and system of the UN along the
potential adversaries for the insult.
The UN seems to be at the mercy of
the hyper power with ingrained
assumption that it is legislator, judge,
jury and executioner. What s,
however, the future of this forum of
humanity where one power keeps on
stressing  that international Jaw
applies only to the weak -
particularly the Muslims? In the light
UN’s work for the past five decades,
what’s the hope for fair treatment of
Muslims and Muslims refated issues
at this forum? Beginning from the
recent past, NMew York Times in its
May 7. edition noted that the UN
Human Rights Commission “counts
among its members some of the
world's most egregious violators of
human rights. including Sudan,
Pakistan  and  Togo.,”  Amos
Perlmutter in his May 10 column in
Washington _Times noted: “The
Human Rights commission voted in
the oppressive kleptocracies of Sierra
Leone, Sudan and Uganda. It also
chose Pakistan, another violator of
human rights, as a member.” Arnold
Beichman in his May 8, column in
Washington Times vent his anger in
these  words: Among  other
members of the commission are such
observers of human rights as: Cuba,
Libya, Syria, Vietham, Indonesia,
Pakistan. Cuba, for heaven’s sake, is
on the UN. Human Rights
Commission. Can vyou think of
anything more politically obscene?”

Abid Ullah Jan

The American leadership is out to let
the public believe that “the greatest
world champion of human rights”
has been ousted by a tactical UN act
of the Muslims in a concerted effort
with the Europeans. The US stil]
insists that the US got this treatment
for its “principled positions" (May 4
New York Times) in the case of
China and lIsrael in particular. The
US administration also has a blue
print of reformed UN, which would
enable it to impose its “principled
position™ on the rest of the world.
Apart from being armed with veto
power in the Security Council and
capable to maneuver it in any
direction, the US propose ™a
structural revolution in the United
Nations™ which is of “utmost
necessity 1o bring an end to the
equality of states that results in Togo
and the United States each having
one vote In the General Assembly.
There should be other criteria
involved that determine how many
votes each UN member state has.
The existing doctrine is
anachronistic” (Washington _Times,
May 10). The objective is to
deprive the Muslim states of equal
voling right (one country, one vote)
in the General Assembly as well,
The demand for reform at the UN
according to the wishes of the “world
leader” is gaining momentum in
Washington after its eviction from
the two bodies of the UN, One-state,
one-vote procedure of the General
Assembly is demanded to be
amended for greater represemtation
and role for “democratic states than
non-democratic  states because
democratic states are more peaceful
and tolerant.” If one reads annual
reports of the Freedom House, New
York, almost all the Muslim states
are considered as not-free, or partly
free, which means none of them
would be eligible to vote at the
General Assembly. We must ask
from the Muslims™ point of view as
to what kind of structure for the UN

would be more pragmatic and
realistic — one that suits the “world
leader,” or one that suits majority of
the humanity? And above all, who
has given the US mandate to be the
“world leader™? Can a lawless
exceptionalist be the world-leader
who  denounces  state-sponsored
terrorism while reserving the right to
bomb a pharmaceutical plant in
Sudan or commando action in Iran
and Afghanistan? What can we
expect from a world leader who
condemned Iraq for invading Kuwait
while reserving the right to invade
Panama or bomb Serbia on its own
writ, or defending Israel’s aggression
against in neighbouring Eebanon and
oceupying Arab land and oppressing
Arab population forever? What kind
of leadership is it, which advocated
war crimes tribunals against foreign
miscreants abroad while opposing an
international criminal court that
might hold its own or Israghi officials
accountable? The US " leaders
proclaim the value of law and
democracy as they spurn the UN
Security Counctl and ignore the
World Court when their rulings don't
suit them. s the US really a suitable
candidate for ieading and
restructuring the world organisation
at a time when its Senate refuses to
ratify basic human rights treaties? Is
not the US even oppose efforts to
eliminate child labour?  Along with
these questions, the people at the
helms of affairs in the world body
must answer the question: Why
shouldn’t the Muslim countries be
given one permanemi seat in the
Security council, which would be
filled on rotational basis hy period
elections  amongst  the  Muslim
countries? There are more than 1.2
billion Muslims, whose interests
always at stake n the Security
Council without proper
representation and voice at that level.
Unlike the US policy, the policies of
the Muslim countries are not based
on militarization and the beliet that
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