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religious groups are not monsters.

Since different governing
experiments have simply
perpetuated backwardness,

dependency and underdevelopment,
Muslims, who are familiar with the
legacy of their great civilization and
achievements, blame their miserable
conditions on the imitative Western
models, which failed to liberate
them. In such a situation, Islam is
once more emerging as a guiding
political ideology. Malakand is not
the only case. All over Pakistan,
many of the middle and lower class
attracted to  “political  Islam”
because the discredited ideclogies
are unable to deliver their basic
needs such as jobs, housing and
social services, tepel foreign
domination  and  break  the
dependency on  the  West.
Experiencing difficult economic

.cbnditions due to unjust sanctions of

different kinds and the resulting
social dislocation and despair, Islam
promises a renewed meaning and
identity to growing number of
Pakistanis. Having a weak support
base, the government resorts to
using force to maintain ifs
hegemony. By using repression or
deception, the peopie yearning for
change get silenced for a while; but
it further strengthens their resolve.
The repressive measures are
popularly considered as taken with
the tacit support of the western
governments, which further
weakens the government’s
legitimacy in the eyes of the Islamic
movements, who see them as
willing  tools of  Western
imperialism. The corrupt political
environment further turns Islam into
the only vehicle for articulating
societal concerns, and the only
medium of opposition. Repression
is unable to put an end to these
movements. As long as the western
approach of keeping the nuclear
Pakistan alive on death bed until the
situation is ripe to make it, in
Richard Nixon’s words, a horrible
example, ruling classes in Pakistan
will have to resist and confront the
opposition labelled as “Islamists.”

"-The religious groups or parties and

their point of views are not as

insignificant as presented or ignored
by the media. The government has
to accommodate religious sector’s
concerns. Interestingly, at a time
when we prepare for a crackdown
on religious institutions, President
Bush began work toward a central
goal of his "compassionate
conservative” domestic  program:
the support of faith-based
initiatives. David Cole suggested in
his January 31 column in NY Times
that churches, mosques and
synagogues may constitutionally
receive government aid in the form
of tax exemptions and fire and
police protection, and parochial
schools may receive government-
financed computers, textbooks and
remedial education.” Why shoutd
Islam be matter of shame or curse
for us?

As the foreign support increases for
the secular groups in Pakistan,
Mona Charen writes in her March
22 column in Washington Tintes
that Mr. Bush * is challenging the
notion of church-state separation
that has become gospel in modern
America and embracing an older
and truer understanding of the
relationship between church and
state.” Linda Bowles explained the
Bush administration moves as “the
thrust  to  allow faith-based
organizations to compete equally
with secular organizations for
government grants,” which is *a
bold challenge to the deeply
entrenched system of religious
apartheid in the United States”

(Washington Times March 06,
2001). Phil Baum, executive

director of the American Jewish
Congress, said he was deeply
troubled. He argued, "What it does
is interject religion in the affairs of
government, and government into
the affairs of religion." To describe
a total contradictory policy of the
US government, Elliott Abrams,
former US Secretary of State, wrote
in Los Angeles Times on January 6,
2001 that the US should not “allow
‘China to smash religion.” Which
means, it is wise to return to
religion in the US and strategic to
support religious groups in China.

But suppression of religion in
Pakistan should be a top priority.
Religion is presented to us as if it
would interfere with our freedom as
hurtan beings, or would prevent us
from doing what we think as right to
do? In fact, Terrorism and violence
are not the products of islam. These
are the results of our following the
imposed policies and systems.
Sharia is not an arbitrary imposition
of a tyrannical Lord. Sharia is a
universal moral law, valid in every
time and place. [t does not become
good or evil as a result of an
opinion poll or UN resolution.
Islam and its laws are not a question
of fashion or of what most people in
“civilized” west are saying or doing.
The once-prominent place of
religion in society is gradually
eroding with each new label that
associates everything negative with
Islam. Pakistanis of religious belief
should not be bullied into believing
that in all things related to the
public good, religion is to remain
off limits. Pakistan needs a major
effort to give religion its actual role
in our political life and judicial
system. The “liberal democracy”
must not be barring Islam from
being a part of our systems.
Pakistan is at a crossroads. Many of
us have articulated concern about
“Talibanisation™ of Pakistan but at
the same time many are becoming
aware of the  fundamental
contribution that the practice of
Islam can make to stabilizing and
preserving the society. We must
draw attention to the enormous and
beneficial effects on society of the
true induction of islam in our
government.

For the sake of the nation's future, it
is time to redirect public policy so
as to avoid further weakening of the
Istamic institutions and way of life.
Many of the long awaited goals can
be attained through the practice of
Islam, Taking a lesion from
Malakand prelude, the government
must think about the ways in which
Islamic Sharia can be put inte
regular practice in a systematic
manner, which is good for
individuals, families, and the nation.
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View Point

Prelude to an impending crisis.

In the name of "civilising” the
indigenous  inhabitants in the
colonies, the coloniser often
resorted to cultural imperialism, that
is, inducing a sense of shame in the
colonised  vis-a-vis  their own
culture. We witness shades of the
same approach in the latest assault
on our religious beliefs, institutions
and symbols under the banner of
“moderation,” “liberal democracy”
and “secularism”. In the present
age of remote control colonisation,
we need to decolonise our
imagination  before  effectively
tackling issues like Tehrik Nifaz-e-
Shariat Mohammadi (TNSM) in
Malakand, which is a prelude to a
wider crisis of the same sort across
the country. Reading comments on
the Malakand issue makes one feel
that there is something paradoxical
about “liberalism” of our “liberal”
leaders and writers, who offer the
most inspiring statements of human
equality on one hand. and justifying
colonial tactics to move us away
from our roots with a clear
consciousness, on the other. The
“moderate” Muslims need to take a
sustained critical look at their basic
assumption that both generate, and
prevent them from noticing and
restraining their illiberal impulses
with regard to Islam and the stand
of TNSM leadership. In a myopic
perspective, “liberals” would be
happy with removing Quranic
injunctions about Jihad from school
curriculum. They would be happy
for not conceding to the demands of
TNSM since 1994, In a broader
perspective, behind the scene are
the neo- colenial forces busy in total
swamping of religious identities in
their quest for secular globalisation.
The emerging world order, which
has been termed metastate, is a
terrifying possibility, widening the
gulf between the Muslims and non-
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Muslims, crushing the formers’
identity mercilessly. The
government’s inability to deal with
the crisis in Malakand since 1994 is
not because the popular demand for
Sharia is illegitimate or Sharia is a
killer bug, which if enforced would
impose a tyrannical order of things
and suffocate every one in
Malakand Division to death.
Successive governments have been
reluctant and couldn’t move in
decisively because of the outside
propaganda that gets louder by the
day. The March 4, 1995 edition of
Economist, for instance, blared:
“Why lslam is turning violent in
Pakistan,” ignoring the fact that
Islam doesn’t turn viclent, but the
people with other motives or
genuine grievances certainly do,
The story further noted: “Liberal
Pakistanis are frightened and
bewildered by the things going on
in a country that once regarded
itself as a moderate Muslim nation,”
Again, without looking into the
motives of propaganda, we quickly
fit ourselves into “liberal” or
“conservative” category of Islam.
At a time when our “liberal™ elites
are glamorising secularism and
confusing Islam, not only the poor
and marginalized communities in
Malakand look forward to survival
in returning to Islam, but most of us
in Pakistan are heading in the same
direction. The Economist admits
that when “politics is steeped in
immorality, Islam offers a moral
alternative to godless government,
and a vocabulary that allows people
to express their frustration at their
government's failure to deliver.” It
is thus wrong to assume that pro-
Sharia sentiments are radicalising
the situation or some elements
interested in Pro-Punjab tourism are
exploiting the situation. The root
cause is that the system of

governance -in  Pakistan  has
miserably failed. A closer look at
the history of the Muslims countries
shows clearly that the Islamic
awakening has never flourished or
borne fruit unless public
participation,  sovereignty  and
independence have withered and
become barren. Such  puppet
regimes imposed imported isms on
their peoples by force. Under the
banner of Islam, the suffering
masses would see their survival
only in standing firm against
totalitarian rule, political despotism
and usurpation of people's rights.
Ironically, despite the imposition of
strict Sharia, the opposition forces
tn Saudi Arabia, are being labelled
in the western press as “‘Islamic
fundamentalists,” Like Western
propagandists, many of us have
started to associate the Malakand
phenomenon to the rise of the
Taliban in Afghanistan. Jennifer
Griffin wrote in her column in US
News _and World Report (Feb 17,
1997y that “the triumph of the
Afghan Taliban has inspired and
emboldened Pakistan's own radical
movements to impose a like brand
of primitive Islam.” There is no
primitive  and modern Islam.
However, if Islam of the times of
Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) is
considered as primitive, can anyone
answer: Was it anti-freedom? Was it
anti-women? Was it anti-human
rights? What elements did make it
primitive or extremist? Long before
the present governments’
crackdown on religious institutions
and school curriculum, the US
News and World Report pushed the
idea in 1997 that “most Pakistanis
say they want the government to
crack down on the extremist groups.
the awkward fact remains that they-
are a monster Pakistan itself
created.”’ We need to clarify that
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