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Durand Line) or try and export
religious fundamentalism
(Talibanism) to the NWFP and
Balochistan... This would suggest
that a strong Taliban state in
Afghanistan, which combines the
worst elements of ethnic Pakhtun
nationalism and
exclusivism, would eventually pose
a threat to the territorial integrity
and political solidarity of multi-
ethnic, multi-sectarian, democratic
Pakistan.”

Such bigoted views are completely
at odds with the reality on the
ground and founding concepts of
Pakistan. There is no need to shed
light on the so obvious anti-Pakistan
feelings 'in the hearts of Persian
speaking Afghans, Attitude and
policies of pro-Indian Northern
Alliance and its leaders are good
examples for those who understand.
With regard to Pakhtuns and
NWFP, it is worth quoting what Ch.
Rahmat Ali - the man who
formulated the name and concept of
Pakistan, said about NWFP' and the
Pakhtoon people in his book.
“Pakistan: The Fatherland of Pak
Nation™ 1940:

"North West Frontier Province - is
semantically  non-descript  and
socially wrongful. It is non-descript
because it merely indicates their
geographical situation as a province
of old 'British India' [which no
longer exists]. It is wrongful
because it suppresses the social
entity of these people. in fact, it
suppresses that entity so completely
that when composing the name
'Pakistan’ for our homelands, | had
to call the North West Frontier
Province the Afghan Province.”

Essentially what Rahmat Ali is
saying is that the NWFP is a gross
distortion because it is the British
term for the Northwestern region of
their Indian empire that no longer
exists. Also, NWFP is not a
Frontier as far as the indigenous
population, the Pakhtun, are

concerned. "It must be remembered
that the Pathans are a great, gifted,
and Pan-Islamic people.

This is

separatism (refusal to accept the

religious

borme out by History which records
that they were the first to accept
Islam and lay the foundations of its
twelve-century rule in India; that
they were the last to stop the fight
against the British and the first to
resume that fight on the Afghan and
Baloch frontiers; and that they are
the people one of whom, the writer,
however unworthy, was blessed by
Allah to create the Ideal of Pakistan.
itself and start the fight for the
realisation of that Ideal - the ldeal
which so inspired all Muslims as to
make them join the fight and
establish this Fatherland which is
the home and heritage of all Paks".

Finally, in his book, Ch. Rahmat Ali
advocates a family re-union of our
Asian and Indian homelands i.e.
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Central
Asia. The views expressed by
people associated with domestic
secular-liberal movement  and
people advocating South Asian
regional cooperation are indirectly
paving the way for this reunion,
From outside, the UN sanctions on
Afghanistan and western attitude
towards the Taliban and Pakistan
are the main forces that would not
disintegrate  Pakistan as their
objective may be but it may lead to

its unexpected federation with the’

neighbouring and ancestral Muslim
homelands of Afghanistan, Central
Asia, Iran, etc.

Commenting on the issue of pan-

Islamic  federation, Robert G
Wirsing writes in Asian Affairs, an
American  Review, Washington;

Summer 1996; that this “idea has
gestated in Pakistani minds that

both its  wvulnerable political
geography and its  military-
demographic-economic  weakness
relative  to  India could be

compensated for, at least to an
extent, by expanding and deepening
its ties to the many coreliginist
states of the Islamic world...
[However] the pan-Islamic option,
for all its bluster and for all its

promise, is for. most practical
purposes  (and  certainly for
Pakistan's basic security

requirements) a fiction.”

Apparently
under

it might seem that
present  circumstances,
Pakistan is coming up short of
reliable Islamic allies, but attitudes
of “liberal” elite in Pakistan, and
policies and actions of the western
nations suggest that the same forces
are indirectly reinforcing the trans-
state Islamic bond. There is plenty
of evidence that the rallying of
Muslims to pan-lslamic causes has
become a matter of some
significance in Pakistan’s South

-Asian environment, particularly in a

situation where the western powers
are bent upon prematurely turning
India into super power of the Z1™
century. To counter this, the idea of
confederation with Afghanistan, put
forward by Dr. israr Ahmed, is the
most plausable alternative for our
survival.

According to a report by Jyoti
Malhotra published in the Indian
Express (20th November, 1999), the
British are

now talking of a
‘partnership of equals' between
Britain and India in the new

century. To directly challenge the
Indian and western efforts, Pakistan
would be well advised to move
towards substantive initiatives such
as the notion of a 'Community of
Power' to be evolved between Iran
and Pakistan to begin with and
gradually  fanning out  into
Afghanistan and other Muslim
states to form the eastern flank to
the heart of Islam as it had been
before it was broken up through the
Mongol invasions beginning in
1221; then through infighting by the
Afghans, Mughals and Safavids;
and finally by the colonial legacy-of
the McMahon, Durand and
Goldsmid Borders.

[1] Sandy Gordon. "South Asia Afier
the Cold War: Winners and Losers,”
Asian Survey 35 (October 1995): 894-
95. For an cxtended discussion of the
themes in this article, see Gordon's
recent study, India's Rise to Power in
the Twentieth Century and Beyond
(New York: St. Martin's Press. 1993).
Gordon is a Fellow at the Research
School of Pacific and Asian Studies.
Australian National University.




View Point.

Confederation with Afghanistan

Within and outside Pakistan various
forces are pushing the country in
different directions. Each of these is
presented as the best security
option. A broad identification in this
regard  shows the pan-Islamic
{transnational religious identity)
forces, the domestic liberalization
(demilitarising, democratising. or
"secularising”} forces. and the

forces advocating South  Asian
regional  cooperation.  Although
certainty of pavoff in terms of

Pakistan's future security is self-
evident in none of them, but each of
these seems to be indirectly leading
to the realisation of most plausible
security alternative and pan-islamic
dream.

Internally there are two exiremes.
At one end. great visionaries like
Dr. [srar Ahmed Sahib of Tanzeem-
i-Islami  suggest  confederation
between Pakistan and Afghanistan
to counter india (Frentier Post
March 29-2000). On the other end,
“liberals™ like Najam Sethi produce
racist, inflammatory, derogatory and
scare-mongering articies and
editorials. For example on February
02, 2001. The Friday Times wrote a
editorial. which shows how much
deep contempt some quarters have
for the North-West  Frontier
Province. Pakhtoons and  the
Afehans. The idea of a multi-ethnic,
multi-sectarian  and  democratic
Pakistan seems to exclude the
inhabitants of this part of the world.
By making disparaging remarks
about other members of the
federation. the cditorial is actually
not only promoting sectarianism,
hatred. itolerance and xenophobia
but also paving the way for realising
the pan-Islamic dream.

In an article published in Asign

Abid Ullah Jan

Affairs. an  American  Review,
Washington October 1995, Sandy
Gordon argued that at the end of the
Cold War, India had emerged as the
winner and Pakistan the loser in
South Asia. "Far from having lost
out as a result of the end of the Cold
War." he wrote, India is poised to
emerge in the early 21st century as a
far mere important and influential
power in the Indian Ocean region,
and even globally, than it was in the
latter part of the 20" Pro-India
transmissions of BBC  World
Service abroad and rhetorie of pro-
India “peace lobby" together with
anti-religious organisation
campaign at home indicate the pace
of uncontrollable events that are
soon going to push the pendulum
one way or the other.

Durability of Pakistan borders are
constantly questioned by Indian and
western analvsts with a hope to see
a disintegrated Pakistan. Al home.
media outlets tike /riday Times use
the acronym, NWFEFP' throughout
specific pieces of articles and
editorials in a way to relegate a
constituent unit of the Pak Nation.
Perhaps in their vision of a mulu-
ethnic. multi-sectarian and
democratic Pakistan., the NWFP
will merely be an appendage i.c. a
buffer zone to protect a multi-
ethnic, multi-sectarian and
democratic Pakistan from their co-
religianists in Afghanistan.

At the moment. ethni¢ separatism is
not a significant threat in the
NWEFP. where the Pakhtunistan
movement is mostly moribund and.
bevond that, tends to be seen less as
a product of grievances of Pakhtuns
than as a device exploited and
fostered at times by external forces.
At the same time. Pakhtun

nationalism is by no means a thing
of the past, however, and seems
bound to become more troublesome
with Pakhtoon and non-Pakhtoon
struggle in Afghanistan on the one
hand and irresponsible attitude of
the “liberal” lcaders and media
pundits on the other. The new
version of  this movement.
nevertheless, would be in favour of
confederation  with  Afghanistan
rather than dismemberment of the
country.

An obvious example that paves the

way for the confederation with
Afghanistan is February 2. editorial
of The Friday Times, where 1
writes: = the supergenerals... may
have been thinking of some such
strategic notion when he
[Musharrat]  recently  sar!  that
Pakistan had to be friends with the
Taliban  because  they were

comprised of cthnic Pakhtuns who
formed the main ethnic community
of our own NWEP that borders
Afghanistan.  This leads us to
postulate the supergenerals'
strategic  thinking that a strong
Pakhtun state in Afghanistan would
suit Pakistan immeasurably more
than a weak Pakbhtun or non-
Pakhiun state. Is that right? No. it
snt

*...A weak non-Pakhtun dominated
state in Afghanistan has never posed
any threat 1o Pakistan because it has
nerther had any ideological bearings
or refigious extra-national ambitions
nor any ethnic or sub-nationalist
stirrings. On o the  other  hand.
whenever there has been a strong
Pakhtun  dominated  state 1n
Afghanistan..., 1ts government has
been compelied by the logic of its
own composition to pander to ethnic
nationalism by supporting Pakhtun
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