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percentage - of poiitical
representation which is still a dream
in almost ail of the out side world to
which our government wanis to
present itself as a "moderate state.”
We appfeciate women's atiempts 10
gain  power  within officially
sanctioned political. structure and
their  strategies  aimed  at
empowerment for taking contro! of
their lives by taking part with other
in political and devclopmental
activities and structures which
affect them directly. But they must
reconsider the social, economic and
political cost of such a big change
that has been forced on- us
overnight.

We cannot compare ourselves with
the U.S. in any development related

_field, but lets compare ourselves

with the U.S. in terms of female
political representation. The figures
are not that latest, but as of October
1990, women held only thirty-one,
or 5.8 per cent, of all seats in both
houses of the U.S. Congress. only
two of the thirty-one women
members of Congress served in the
U.S. Senate. No body has ever
asked: why there have not been any
women head of state in the U.S. 225
years history?

In Japan, with a much liberal
culture than ours, between the years
1952 and 1980, the proportion of
women in parliament averaged a

mere 3 - percent. Sine 1980,
however, when a proportional
representation systen was

introduced in the Upper House, the
number of candidates, as well as
women eiected increased
significantly, but is still less than 6
per cent. Similarly, in the 1990
Greek parliamentary elections, only
sixteen (5.3per cent) of the elected
1'cpresenta'ti'ves were women. At the
Euro-pariiamentary  elections of
1989, out of 26 members, only one
was a woman (4.5 per cent). In the
local clections of 1986, out of 303

community presidents only 30 werc
women (0.52 per cent); in municipal
councils, out of 4.999 ‘councilors
only 412 were women (8.24 per

cent); in community councils, out of -
40,402 only 812 were women (2 per

cent); and out of 303 presidents of
municipal council only 4 werc
women (1.6 per cent).

Some of the proponents of 33%
reserved seats for women across the
board argue that significant number
of tickets were allocated to women
by British labour Party in the recent
elections. However, they must not
forget that from the mid sevenlies
the EC has issued a secries of
directives aimed at cnhancing equal
employment ‘and representation
opportunities for women, but the
British government

from 1979 has put up the stoutest
resistance to thesc directives of any
member country. Women
representation  in the British
parliament has been notoriously
low, less than 5 percent through the
19705 and only rising to 6.3 percent
afier the general clection of 1987.

In short, at national leve! the 1990
figures of women in legislation as
percentage of all elected officials in
some leading countries are as
foliows: Canada 13.7%: Great
Britain 6.3%; Grecce 5.3%: India
5 8%:; Japan 5.9%: Mexico 12%;
Norway 35%; Poland 14.8%: Spain
7% 1.8, 5.4% and Uganda t4.4 per
cent. The question is: why don't any
of these countries reserve, or raise
the number of rescrve seats to 33%
or more, so that the rest of the world
shall consider them "moderate.” The
U.S. government, which feads in
jabeling others as *fundamentalist”
and "terrorist” itself couldn't ratify
the Equal Rights Amendment,
which simply proclaimed  that
"gquality of rights under the law
shall not be denied or abridged by

momentum. was approved by the
Congress in 1972, and was sent 1o
the states for ratification, but so tar
it_has failed to be ratified by the

_necessary thirty-cight states.

The sum and substance is  thal
instead of focusing on trivial
objectives of making Pakistan a
*moderate"  state through 33%
political represcntation,.  women
groups should focus  on the
unimaginably low rate of women
literacy and growing recognition
that unlcss women enter into the
formal political process, they can
not etlectively alter the obstacles
that remain in their path 10
empowerment and solving women
related issues. They must take
politics 1o mean ot only
participation in the public sphere of
government but also in such less
traditional activitics as involvement
in  social local
development  projects, networking
and informal coalition building, as
well as the use of conventionally
female activities.

movements,

To take charge of their awn lives,
33% rescrved seats for women
across all clective bodies must not
be a must - not at this stage in
particular. A time  for 33%
representation would surely arrive
and they would be able to bring into
Pakistani politics specitic set of
values, experiences, and behaviours,
which would eventually transform
the agendas  and  structures,
hopetully taking them in a real
direction towards their
empowerment.  However, keeping
the socio-political  siluation and
results of the presents clection in
mind, one can clearly reach the
conclusion that the goavernment
would do Pakistan and its public a
favour if it stopped pressing the
condition of 33% reserved scats for
women, '

i

: the Uinited States, or any state on e
- mayors, there were only six women  the account of sex." It was first T
(1.9 per cent); among 5,697  proposed in 1923. gained political —_—
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VIEW POINT

Forcing too much too soon.

The former State Minister for
Women  Development, Social
Welfare and Special Development,
Tahmina Daultana, once proposed
“an increase in number of women
seats from 20 to around 50" in the
Local Bodies election. And this she
stated would "make Pakistan a
moderate state in the eyes of outside
world and would ehhance our
national prestige." As a result of
such concerted campaign
women activists like Tehmina
Daultana and some donors from
abroad, the government increased
the number of women seats in Local
Government election to 33 per cent
of the total seats.

We have no quarrel with the
incréase in the number of reserved
seats for women because all along
the human history women have
struggled hard to restore their
position and mostly their efforts
ended in smoke - two leaps upward
and one back down. However we
need to have a serious look at the
pros and cones of the steps so far
taken in this regard and find out if
we really needed this quantum leap
into the modern age. Pakistani
women, undoubtedly, deserve
reserved seats for equal political
representation. However, a
pragmatic approach in this direction
was not need to be based on such a
revolutionary approach.

Undoubtedly we are  being
pressurized from out side to bring
our women tc the public square.
And women activists in this regard
are being handsomely compensated
to carryout such campaigns. Don't

from

Abid Ullah Jan

we need to compare what is being
demanded from us with what is the
reality on the grounds in the
countries which are really pushing
this agenda. In 225-YEAR history
of the United States, only 18 women
have served as governor and none
have served as the President of the
US. In 2001, only four women
occupy the position of Governor - in
Arizona, Delaware, New
Hampshire, and Montana. Why are
these numbers so low? No Taliban
are ruling the US.

In the last National Assembly there
were only six women out of a house
of 217, which is just 2.8 per cent of
the total seats. In the Senate, there
are only two female members out of
a house of 87, which is just 2.4 per
cent. Similarly there was only one
woman out of 483 membership of
the four Provincial Assemblies,
which is the least percentage of
women representation at 0.2 per
cent. Now, compare these figures
with the utopian condition of the
government of Pakistan to reserve
33% seats for women across all
elective  bodies.  This  peak
percentage of political
representation of women has never
and nowhere been-achieved in he
world, except Norway. And of
course, we are not living in Norway.

This 33% has been called "the
minimum proportion necessary to
enable women to play an effective
rele." Sure, this is a "minimum
proportion” necessary for playing an
effective role in promoting women's
rights, but this is not minimum
when we compare it with the so far

proportions of male and female
seats, This is tantamount to a
revolution of its kind with which we
would be able to lead the whole
world, if not Norway. We have seen
the results in Local Government
elections where most of the women
seat remained ecither wvacant or

unchallenged. What would be the¥
effectiveness and performance of
such an elected body?

We do not suggest that the public
political domain in Pakistan should
continue to be defined and
controlled by men alone, but every
new change must come with a
pragmatic approach. Otherwise we
would be back to the square one
again, as in the degradation of her
status, women herself somehow,
consciously or unconsciously, has

played a wvery significant role,
Especially in the West on the
pretext of freedom she has

miserably dragged herself 1o the
status of a fish on the hook.
Women's so called victory is in fact
a defeat of the worst kind. We can
not follow the same disastrous path
on the pretext of "making Pakistan
a moderate state” as there is no
fundamentalist, moderate or liberal
[slamic state or Muslim. We must
not confuse oursebves with the false
notions of the Western propaganda.
There are no shades in Islam; one is
either a Muslim or a non-Muslin.

We cannot point our finger to [slam
or Pakistan for exploitation of the
women folk. Nor can we make

Y

-occupied by women who remained

ij

Pakistan "moderate" or "liberal” by &

giving  women such a high
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