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All...Under the golden perspective of

ISLAMIC Teachings...........

Focus on Islam

Proper Training

vvyvyvyyy

Izasy Approach

Healthy Atmosphere

Reasonablv Affordable

High Educational Standards

Boys: Nursery to Class VI
Gurls: Nursery to Matric/O-level

HIRA SCHOOL &

| 284-N, Model Town Extension, Lahore Ph: 042 5162108

E-mall hiraschl@hotmail.com . hafiz@brain.net.pk
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encouraging the dilution of Muslim
political  expression, - religious
parties need to reduce the national
discourse to Islamic state versus
secularism.  They must not
encourage competition for votes and
political spoils. There must emerge
an Islamic vote bank -- if
participation in the political process
is inevitable, unclassified into a
proliferation of Islamic parties,
which only divides the Islamic vote,
form a variety of alliances, and
thereby diffuses the challenge of
Islamic revival against the puppet
regimes. Religious parties joint-
mission under Pakistan Defence
Council should be one of
reawakening and deliverance from
the Western web. Their goal should
be freeing the Islamic homeland
from all foreign authority "and
remote-control-colonialism, for this
is a natural right belonging to every
human being which only the unjust
oppressor will deny. Merely
contesting elections and wining a
few seats by each religious party
will never help us establish an
Islamic state within this homeland,
which acts according to the precepts
of Islam, applies its social
regulations, advocates its sound
principles, and broadcasts its
mission to all of mankind. This is
the time for them to join hands,
develop a strategy and say no to
further exploitation in guise of
separate parties, separate seats and
continued rule of the Western
puppets with or without the much
vaunted democracy and elections.
Let’s not sell the long deferred
dream of a. true Islamic state in
Pakistan for a few seats in national
assembly and a little personal
aggrandizement.

END NOTES: -

[1] For a discussion of this issue in the
case of Algeria, see John Entelis. "The
Crisis of Authoritarianism in North
Africa: The Case of Algeria," Problems
of Communism 41 {May-June 1992):
71-81.

[2] For a discussion of this issue in the
case of Algeria, see John Entelis. "The
Crisis of Authoritarianism in North
Africa: The Case of Algeria,” Prablems
of Communism 41 (May-.lum. 1992}
T1-81.

{131 On routinization of Iran's revolution.
see Fouad Ajami. "lran: the Impossible
Revolution," Fareign Aftairs 67 (Winter
1988/89).  135-55: Ruhollah K.
Ramazani, Revolutionary Iran
(Baltimore: John HMopkins University
Press, 1988). and Shireen T. Hunter.
fran After Khomeini (New York:
Pracger, 1992).

[4] Like LUMS Lahore recently held
seminars to prove that Istam was not the

rallying force behind the creation of

Pakistan and Pakistan nceds to be a
secular state to survive in the new
century.

|5} See the recent anti-religious parties,
the Taliban and Jihad groups articles in
the Pakistani English press. and also see
Leslie Getb. "The Free Elections Trap."
New York Times. 29 May 1991; and
Bernard Lewis, “lslam  and  Liberal
Democracy,” The Atlantic. February
1993, 89-98.

[6] Fred R. von der Mehden. Religion
and Modernization in Southeast Asia
{Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University
Press. 1986), 1-98: end Donaid Eugene
Smith,  Religion  and Political
Development (Boston: Litile.  Brown.
1970). The linkage between secularism
and democracy is most clearly presented
in Samue! P. Huntington. The Third
Wave: Democratization in the falce
Twentieth Century {(Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press. [991). 298-311.

[7] Frecland Abbott. Islam and Pakistan
(Ithaca, NY: Comell (va«.rslly Press.
1968), 193.

18] Nasr. $.V.R., assistant professor of
political science at the University of San
Diego and associate of the von
Grunebaum Center for Near East
Studies at University of California. Los
Angeles, aiso believes the same in his
articie “Islam and Politicsy” (v110 n2)
Start Page: p261{25) ISSN: 0032-3195

(The author is a former columnist for
the Nation, the Muslim and the
Frontier Post.)

-ngml(ﬁ

l.ﬂ/"u_?‘f-/':k}’.fpggjrjl'%_lﬁ

J')IJ/I)—U’ .,/JKFH-’:(/ e
St st el itrsf 15
J:’)‘-LJF;Vn L;JL(IJIJ/KUIC-;)
Lu,/alfb"bfé)’_.bb’fufd:w/
.rJ'VJ-.-un—:;d, b”u/h; s£1
aud—éuh fut'.'u:d/"i:rllfl-:/d/
it SIS 8 B
e B PN G I I =P

-élﬁ
AU JE

d/ e JH o S
J”:ic-}'JLl-.rulJ,w)G = A"
u")u:)fd/: IrJrJulufuj

. - J’Ju/
ﬁ(f:tjlﬂ;ﬁu,afbé..a;l&gu
LU:{‘}L—’{-JVIJJJtﬂl_Pé_-u’-Jd—)KZ

Z;-{.&’d,‘f',g{vik_ftm&fu)u h

uza.-k-f)‘ﬁ” : Q—J&Jlfd@j&ﬁ)%;f
ﬂ:n&éwléﬁg J?L-u‘:u:‘byf
tat AL eisaib s F S e e
Sty 81 1Ly d sneg
3 Jlul!él'-bu.:{t)fgji_m’_—:-‘éuf;
e di g
B FEpuno
BI6 Yo €30 (B 2 P P
EnlFlesF o e
Q)i?Lc.ESﬁ;;é. LBl
"'Llfu;rb(
SR UL Uiyl
/,V,dw_,..’u"’._fd'/

L'Jl'jt‘;h";’ﬂ;ug/:fludlyl(?}l
P K&L}‘%Igﬁf 'J’//'/U/fj

%.mo:(ruyui).:-f‘rur.-.li“..-:p.ﬂéu’g

(ul'f@ f%. uv_'d;’-bh{."_.ﬁ.:/ué
Luuﬂj’érwuw?_ut&»?r@n
ul"/ | Sz )Indqﬂ S ooz
J(J)uu*a.rfﬂ(;cfuzbb?ﬁfkf
o/UV(dru‘/Mfc. JJ}T:’JVJL*L

4}_?4.1/

VT PpLar IS

o Fo

ey

Fetiy S S j33

L&'ﬁ.';;ﬁu’lgiul‘,{):fk.a/’}
Koo S LA sl L



A

presenting religious parties |like
Jama’at’s history as a clear
example of the hmits to the
challenge posed by Islamic revival
in a bid to prove that pluralism can
successfully withstand the challenge
of listamic revival. By forming
Pakistan Defence Council, all
religious parties need to effectively
address the root causes of the fact
that throughout Pakistan's history,
such parties have been ideologically
significant and potitically
consequential, but despite five
decades of indefatigable activism
they have not been able to translate
their power into control of the state
and the political process for
matertalising the dream of a true
Islamic state. This fact must not cast
doubt on popular notions about the
power and reach of Islamic revival
movemenis, especially in an open
political process. Failure of the
divided religious parties to secure
more seats by no means provide
clues about the working of an
Islamic movement and its potential
in light of the constraints imposed
on their operation; nor does this
process shed any light on the
dynamics of interaction of religion
with politics, ethnic conflict, and
democratisation. Religious parties
are an invincible force in the
political process in the country
provided they realise their goal and
strength, and  channel their
combined energy in a productive
manner. In the words of Freeland
Abbott, "In the view of government
leaders a viable Pakistan could not
develop  under the political
leadership of the mullah [religious
divine]; on the other hand, a strong
Pakistan was not likely to develop
without their help. The central
government both wooed the mullahs
and ridiculed them.” [7] Religious
parties need to break this
ambivalence by coming out of the
circle of their narrow interests and
having a broad look at the history of
Pakistan and the role they have
played so far. The Western
governments want governments like

religious parties with the political
process because it is the only way to
create barriers to further progress of
Islamic revival and immunise the
political process to its ultimate
challenge. So far, it seems that
religious parties have played well in
their hands. 1t is believed that this
strategy will compel Islamic revival
to turn to pragmatic (Godless)
politics in lieu of ideological
posturing.  Similarly, it would
enable the state to formulate
policies that would accommodate
dissent at the expense of [slamic
revival.  Even though religious
leaders have by and large responded
positively to the burgeoning
democratisation process in many
parts of the Muslim world and
become involved with the political
process. But the reaction to this
development in the ruling regimes
in the Muslim world and among
Western  policy makers  and
academicians has not been positive,
nor have the religious groups reap
any fruits of their joining the
democratic process under split
banners. Rather than extend the
demand for democratisation to the
Muslim world, many argue that it is
better for Muslim states to languish
under  military  rule, sell-out
politicians, sheikhs and Amirs.
rather than adopt an open politicat
system susceptible to revival of
Islam, implying that democracy is
not an appropriate  form of
government if the pecple do nat
vote for secular parties, or if the
clected officials do not work as
puppets of Washington and London.
Some religious leaders like Dr.
Israr Ahmed in Pakistan rightly
argue that the long run involvement
with the political process impedes
the development of Islamic revival
and realisation of a true Islamic
state.[8] Islamic revival is an
imminent threat to a state lacking
the will or power to say no to
Western dictates, Far from a proof
of the "inevitability” doctrine, the
Iranian revolution owed its success
to the Shah's pro-Western policies,
repression and inability to release
himself from the foreign clutches.

Similarly, lack of coordinated and
joint effort on part of all religious
leaders and parties is the main
reason behind defeat of Islamic
revival in Iraq in 1980, Syria in
1982, and Algeria and Tajikistan
since 1992. While unity of religious
parties explains success of Islamic
revival movement, it is a far more
effective means of contending with
secular  political  activism  than
contending elections against each
other. Disjointed actions and
individual efforts of different
religious groups. as wilnessed in
Iraq, Syria, Algeria, or Tajikistan
are costly affairs that can scar and

derail the revival effort. The
brutality suftered in anti-religious
parties  campaign by difterent

governments can in many cases out-
weigh the dangers that are perceived
to entail further strengthening of the
puppet regimes. Pakistani
government must also keep in mind
that in some cases, such as Iran in
the 1960s and 1970s, and again in
Algeria since the coup, suppression
of [slamic revival will lead to its
strengthening and will convert a
political movement  into  a
revolutionary one, which in time
could produce a far more intractable
problem for the puppet regimes than
merely  allowing  the religious
parties to have a say in the state
affairs. The recent formation of the
Afghan  Defence Council and
collective action of all religious
parties against the UN sanctions
against Afghanistan is tantamount
to this fact. We have to take note
of the fact that wherever possible,
an open political process is used to
contend with Islamic revival
through encouraging competition
among religious parties to the
advantage of other political actors.
The separate political party system
has meant that each religious party
has been unable to create barriers to
entry of other Islamic forces into the
political arena, thereby
monepolizing the Islamic vote bank.
Religious parties need to
monopolize the fruits of their 10il
and the enthusiasm which their
politics has generated. Instead of

Py

- Pakistan to ensure only protracted
and  divided involvement of
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VIEW POINT.
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Let’s form Pakistan Defence Council.

The impact of Islamic revival on
political development in the Muslim
world in general and interests of the
West in particular has been the
subject of heated debates among
Western media pundits and policy
makers alike. Islamic revival is
viewed as a revolutionary force
whose aim is to topple the
established order in the Muslim
world, be they authoritarian or
democratic [1]. In view of the
secular  onslaught on  religious
leaders and institutions, [slamic
parties in the Muslim countries need
to forge alliances, chalk out
elaborate strategies and cross this
crossroads in a very careful and
planned manner if they want to
avoid Algerian kind of eventuality.
Why should not we think about the
formation of Pakistan Defence
Council to get rid of the internal and
external oppressors if joining hands
by all religious parties coutd form
Afghan Defence Council to counter
the foreign intervention alone. It is
evident that the prospects of
additional Islamic revolutions and
republics are totally unacceptable to
the West. To the Western
satisfaction, it is also evident that
secular, pro-Western states in the
Muslim world, through oppression
are by and Jarge staying their
ground and in large measure
containing  Islamic  revivalism.
However, crises of governability,
which create circumstances that are
conducive to the growth of Islamic
revival, persist and religious
leadership has to fill the vacuum.[2]
Many pgovernments, like that of

Benazir  Bhutto and  Hosnie
Mubarak have thus far cashed
themselves by presenting

Abid Ullah Jan

themselves as secular bulwarks
successfully dealing with
revolutionary challenges to the
Western hegemony through Islamic
revival. Apart from Egypt, Algeria,
Turkey, and Indonesia, a host of
other Muslim countries have also
resorted to brute force to contain
Islamic revival. In the meantime,
state-sponsored experiments with
Islamisation in Bangladesh and
Pakistan have almost ended and
there is no light at the end of dark
tunnel we are passing through. Iran
is considered as a ghost of its 1979-
1980 existence.[3] The Western
calls for democracy, however, have
renewed  concern  over  state
repression against religious groups
and their activities. As the [slamic
parties appear poised for greater
participation in the national and
international affairs, threatening the
oppressive and sold out state
structures  that have contained
Islamic revival to date, the future of
the secular state has come info
question. Together with media,
many groups and institutions [4] in
Pakistan have recently started a
concerted campaign against
religious parties and their activities
in Pakistan. In such circumstances,
it would be unwise to believe that
democracy will open the political
process to the revival of Islam and
provide it with a new avenue
through which it can pursue its
political agenda. As secularism is
commonly viewed as a prerequisite
for viable democracy, the increased
participation of religious parties in
the national and international affairs
is viewed with alarm, [S] It is
argued that in Muslim countries
democratisation will sow the seeds

of its own demise by giving
religious  parties a handle to
monopolize the political discourse
and possibly take over power. As a
resuit, fear of Islamic revival has led
to ambivalent responses to Muslim
societies' experiments with greater
pluralism. Western policy makers
and academicians have viewed
democratisation in Muslim societies
with suspicion; and in cases such as
that of Algeria or Tunisia, they have
actually tgnored popular aspirations.
and tacitly approved of government
crack-downs or even military coupe.
In similar vein, in no uncertain

terms, most  observers  have
endorsed the creation of
authoritarian  republics by  oid

commissars and former Communist
party bosses modelled after Turkey
in the newly-created Central Asian
states. Succinctly put, given dangers
inherent in democratisation,
Mouslims are better off under secular
dictators. Such suppositions reflect
a fear of Islamic revival and an
absence of confidence in the ability

N\

’.,

of democracy to contend with the ™,

challenge of practical Islam. In this
regard, the prevailing anti-religion
attitudes also bear the influence of
the modernization perspective in
associating development. especially
in the direction of democracy with
secularization.[6] This reflects the
feebleness of democracy before the
challenge of Islamic revival. All
that religtous parties need to do is to
remove the misconceptions that
parties like Jama'at-i-Islami are far
less effective in reviving Islam than
their rhetoric, which calls for an
Islamic revolution and the creation
of an Islamic state in Pakistan.
Western analysts never get tired of
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